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Congress targets BJP-JDU dalliance in Bihar

Agency: Sounding the
poll bugle in Bihar, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge on Sunday launched
a scathing attack on the
BJP-JD(U) alliance in
the state and called it
opportunistic. He claimed
that Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar switches sides
for ‘kursi’ (chair) only.
Addressing the ‘Jai Bapu,
Jai Bhim, Jai Samvidhan’
rally at the Dalsagar ground
in Buxur, Kharge called on
the voters to defeat the BIP
and elect Mahagathbandhan
to power this time. “The
alliance between Nitish
Kumar and the BJP is
opportunistic. It is not good
for the people of the state.
Nitish Kumar switches
sides just for ‘kursi’ (chief
minister’s post ). The
JD(U) chief has joined

hands with the ideology that
killed Mahatma Gandhi,”
the Congress president
claimed. “Sometimes Nitish
Kumar jumps the ship to
join us. But when he is
convinced that the BJP has
better chances of winning,
he again goes an sits in
their lap,” he added. The
BJP and Nitishi Kumar's
JD(U), as NDA alliance
partners, will be taking

on the Mahagathbandhan
comprising the Congress,
Lalu Prasad Yadav's
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and Left parties in the
upcoming state elections.
Training guns at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Kharge asked about the Rs
1.25 lakh crore package he
promised for Bihar in 2015
and said that he was running
a “factory of lies”. “People

Mini-bus collides with
stationary Indigo aircraft
at Bengaluru airport

Agency: A mini-bus
collided with a stationary
Indigo aircraft at the
Kempegowda International
Airport here, an airport
official said on Sunday.
The vehicle hit the
‘undercarriage of the
non-operational aircraft’,
the airport spokesperson
said. However, no injuries
were reported in the
incident. “On April 18,
2025, at approximately
12:15 PM, a vehicle
operated by a third-party
ground handling agency
made contact with the
undercarriage of a non-
operational Aircraft On-
Ground at Kempegowda
International Airport
Bengaluru. There were
no injuries reported,”

a statement read. “All

necessary protocols have
been promptly followed
in coordination with
relevant stakeholders.
The safety and security
of our passengers, airline
partners, and airport

personnel remain our
highest priority.” The
Indigo Airlines said, “We
are aware of the ground
incident at Bengaluru
airport involving a parked
IndiGo aircraft and a third
party ground vehicle. All
necessary action shall be
initiated as required.”

of Bihar must ask Nitish
Kumar what happened to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's promise of Rs 1.25
lakh crore package for
Bihar, which he had made
on August 18, 2015 ? Modi
Ji is running a factory of
lies,” Kharge said. During
the address, Mallikarjun
Kharge raked up the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) chargesheet filed
against former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Rahul Gandhi in the National
Herald case and said that it
was a political witch hunt
by the ruling dispensation.
“This has been done to target
Congress. Our leaders can't
be scared. Indira Gandhi,
Rajiv Gandhi sacrificed their
lives for the country. Not
even a dog of BJP people

had died,” Kharge claimed.
The Congress president also
said that the BJP and the
RSS were anti-poor and did
not care about the welfare of
the underprivileged. “They
are against the poor, women,
and the weaker sections of

society. They (RSS-BJP)
can't think for the betterment
of society.

They believe in dividing
society based on caste and
religion”, he claimed in an
apparent reference to the
recently enacted Waqf Act.

“The Waqf (Amendment )
Bill passed by Parliament is a
conspiracy of the BJP and the
RSS to create divide among
communities,” he alleged. The
243-member Bihar Legislative
Assembly is scheduled to go to
the polls later this year.

Gensol faces government inquiry after
Rs 975 crore EV loan misuse:

Agency: The Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA)
has initiated a suo motu
inquiry into Gensol Electric,
following allegations of
serious financial misconduct
and regulatory violations,
including the alleged
misuse of Rs 975 crore in
loans. Sources confirmed
to Business Today TV that
the ministry has begun
examining the company’s
regulatory filings and
financial records after the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi)
passed an interim order
against Gensol's promoters.
According to sources,
the MCA's move is an
independent action aimed
at investigating potential
corporate governance lapses
and financial irregularities.

3 killed, over 100 rescued as cloudbursts,

Agency: Three people
were killed and more
than 100 rescued after
heavy rain triggered flash
floods at different places
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Ramban district early on
Sunday, officials said. The
incessant rain also triggered
landslides and mudslides
at nearly a dozen places
between Nashri and Banihal
along the strategic Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway,
prompting traffic to be
suspended, they said. The
officials said a cloudburst
struck the Seri Bagna village
of Ramban, resulting in the
deaths of three persons,
including brothers Aqib
Ahmad and Mohd Saqib.
The rescue operation in
the village was continuing
when the last reports were
received, they said. With
the latest fatalities, five
people have lost their lives
in rain-related incidents in
the Jammu region in two
days. Two people, including
a woman, were killed and
another woman injured
when they were struck by
lightning in the Arnas area
of Reasi district late on
Saturday. The officials said
about 40 residential houses
were damaged after a flash
flood hit Dharam Kund
village. Ten houses were
fully damaged while the
rest suffered partial damage.
More than 100 trapped
villagers were rescued
by police personnel who
rushed to the spot despite
the continuous downpour
and cloudbursts, they said
and added several vehicles
were swept away in the
flood caused by a stream
overflowing. A senior
government official said
there had been massive
damage in the entire
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district due to heavy rain,
cloudbursts, high-velocity
winds, landslides and
hailstorms.

“We are monitoring the
situation and an assessment

will be carried out later to
provide assistance to the
affected population. Our
priority at the moment is
to safeguard lives,” said
the senior official, wishing
not to be named. A traffic
department spokesperson
said vehicular movement
on the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway was
stopped from both sides due
to landslides, mudslides and
shooting stones at multiple
places between Nashri and
Banihal. He said the rain
was continuing along the
highway and commuters
were advised not to travel
on the arterial road till the
weather improved and the
road cleared. The officials
said hundreds of commuters
were left stranded on the
250-kilometre highway,
the only all-weather road
linking Kashmir with

the rest of the country,
following its closure. A
stretch of the road near
Panthiyal was also swept
away, the officials said
and added all the stranded
people were moved to
safety. They said Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
had convened a meeting

later in the day to assess the
situation. Union Minister
Jitendra Singh appreciated
the district administration
headed by Deputy
Commissioner Baseer-ul-
Haq Chaudhary for prompt
action in saving precious
lives.

“There was a heavy
hailstorm, multiple
landslides and fast winds
throughout the night in the
Ramban region, including
the areas surrounding the
Ramban town. The national
highway stands blocked
and unfortunately there
have been three casualties
and loss of property for
a couple of families,” he
said in a post on X. “I
am in constant touch with
the deputy commissioner.
The district administration
deserves appreciation for
timely and prompt action,
which helped save several
precious lives,” he added.
The Udhampur MP said
every kind of relief-both
financial and otherwise-was
being provided. “The deputy
commissioner has been
conveyed that, if need be,
whatever more is required,
can be provided from the
MP'’s personal resources
as well. The request is
not to panic. We shall all,
together, overcome this
natural calamity,” Singh
said.

There is no fixed timeline
for the inquiry, but any
action will depend on the
findings that emerge from
the ministry’s ongoing
review. The development
comes days after Sebi
barred Gensol Electric's
promoters, Anmol Singh
Jaggi and Puneet Singh
Jaggi, from participating

in the securities market
and from holding any
position as directors or key
managerial personnel in any
listed company. The capital
markets regulator launched
its action after receiving
complaints related to share
price manipulation and loan
defaults. Sebi’s interim
order painted a damning
picture of the company's
financial practices, stating
that the promoters had

treated Gensol Electric
“like their own piggy
bank”. The investigation
found gross misuse and
diversion of company
funds, with the promoters
directly benefiting from
these financial irregularities.
Gensol Electric had
reportedly taken loans
totalling Rs 975 crore from
institutions such as the
Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(IREDA ) and Power
Finance Corporation (PFC)
for the purchase of electric
vehicles. However, only

a small portion of these
funds was actually used for
that purpose. Instead, over
Rs 200 crore was routed
through a car dealership
and ultimately transferred
to entities associated with

Woman auto driver gang-
raped at gunpoint by 2 men

Agency: A 36-year-old
woman auto-rickshaw driver
was gang-raped in Agra
by two men who posed as
army jawans. The accused
promised the victim to
help secure her daughter’s
admission to a military
school, tricking her into
meeting them. The incident
came to light after the
victim lodged a complaint,
following which the police
registered an FIR and
launched an investigation.
The police said that the
accused are still on the run
and special teams have been
formed to catch them. The
victim alleged that the two
men boarded her auto-
rickshaw and, during their
conversation, claimed to
be army personnel. They
later convinced her that
they could assist with her
daughter’s admission to a
military school and called
her to the hotel, where the
assault took place. The
victim said, “On Thursday, [

was called to a hotel, where
I was raped at gunpoint.
The accused threatened

me, saying if I reported
the incident, they would
harm my daughter.” The
Rakabganj police station
has filed an FIR against
the accused, under Section
70(1) (gangrape) of the
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita.
Hemant Kumar, Additional
Commissioner of Police,
said, “We have filed the
case and the investigation
is ongoing.” During the
investigation, it was revealed
that the accused were
residents of Bulandshahar.
A police team has been
dispatched to Bulandshahar
to nab the suspects. CCTV
footage from the hotel and
other crucial evidence are
also being gathered.

Sources

the promoters. Some of

the misappropriated funds,
Sebi found, were spent

on personal acquisitions,
including high-value

real estate. The regulator
also uncovered that fake
documents were submitted
to credit rating agencies in
an attempt to falsely portray
timely loan repayments.
Even ring-fenced loans-
funds that were supposed
to be used strictly for
business-specific activities-
were allegedly redirected
arbitrarily, raising questions
about the company’s
internal financial controls.
Sebi concluded that the
promoter directors had been
operating the publicly listed
firm in a manner more
befitting a privately-owned
venture.
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Delhi-US flights 10-19%
cheaper this summer

Agency: Airfares to
the US have dropped - a
first in many summers -
and is being described by
many as the effect of US
president Trump's policies.
The most noticeable drop is
for flights out of Mumbai,
with the cheapest one-
way ticket to New York,
available on Saturday for
travel around mid-May,
priced as low as Rs 37,000
(see box ). Although the
cheapest return is priced
at Rs 76,000, it involves a
long transit halt at a Middle
Eastern airport. However,
for Rs 85,000, you can get
a ticket via Delhi or London
with a wait time of no more
than four hours. Indians
form the second-largest
immigrant community in
the US, but it is not only
children flying back home
to visit their parents or
parents flying to and fro to
see their children. India also
sends the largest number of
students to the US, making
flights to the US in high
demand throughout the
year. In past years, airfares
to fly between India and
the US were high due to
the skewed demand-supply
dynamics. This summer,
however, the scene has
changed. For those with a
valid visa, travelling to the
US is now economical, at
least as far as airfares are
concerned.

“Summer marks the
peak holiday season for
Indian travellers, with
schools closed and families,
including multiple-
generation families,
travelling to popular
long-haul destinations
like the US. Interestingly,
we're seeing a drop in
airfares for travel from
Delhi and Mumbai to
key US cities during the

April—June 2025 period,
with average fares dropping
by 5—8% compared to the
same time last year,” said
Indiver Rastogi, President
and Group Head, Global
Business Travel, Thomas
Cook (India) and SOTC
Travel.

“Based on bookings
made in January—February
2025, fares to San
Francisco, New York, and
Los Angeles averaged Rs
1.15 lakh—down from Rs
1.20—1.25 lakh in 2024.
Similarly, fares to Boston,
Orlando, and Michigan
were around Rs 1.35 lakh,
compared to Rs 1.40—1.45
lakh last year,” he said.

To fly out this month, the
return fare approaches

a lakh on flights with
agreeable transit times at
Middle Eastern airports.
While these estimates are
based on bookings done in
the first two months of the
year, the latest round of
fares has shown a further
decline.

“In the past few
summers, airfares for
travel to the US have been
high throughout the year.
After the pandemic, when
India reopened its borders
to international flights in
March 2022, there was not
much cheer for passengers
flying to the US as the
Russian invasion of Ukraine
early that year brought on
fresh problems for airlines
and passengers. Avoiding
Russian airspace meant
flying a longer route, and
US carriers pulled out the
few flights they had from
Mumbai and Delhi to US
destinations,” said an airline
official. While some of the
flights were restored in later
years, the number of direct
flights is still at an all-time
low, he added.

No alliance yet, only emotional talk: Sanjay
Raut on Thackerays patch-up buzz

Agency: Uddhav
Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Sunday cleared the
air about alliance talks
between estranged cousins
- Uddhav Thackeray
and Raj Thackeray - and
said that it was merely
an emotional exchange
between the two. “There is
no alliance, only emotional
talks are going on,” Raut
clarified, addressing the
press. However, Raut did
not completely shoot down
the possibility of the two
leaders joining hands on the
political pitch and placed
the onus on the two brothers
for future alliance talks.

“Raj Thackeray and
Uddhav Thackeray are
brothers. We have been
together for years. Our
relationship has not
broken... Both brothers will
decide,” Raut added. “We
have accepted what Uddhav
Ji said: for Maharashtra, if
we need to come together,
we will,” Raut further

said. Nearly two decades
following their acrimonious
dispute, Raj Thackeray on
Saturday said that he is
ready to bury the hatchet.
Interacting with filmmaker
Mahesh Manjrekar, the
Mabharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) chief said,
“For me, the interest of
Maharashtra is bigger
while everything else is
secondary I can keep aside
our minor disputes.” “T am
ready to work with Uddhav
(Thackeray ) but the only
question is whether he
too is ready to work with
me,” he added. Moments
later, Shiv Sena (Uddhav
faction) chief Uddhav
Thackeray reached out to
his brother and said that he
was also ready to set aside
their differences and work
towards the people of the
state and Marathi language.
However, he urged
Raj Thackeray to distance
himself from “anti-
Maharashtra” forces in a

veiled dig at BJP. Echoing
Uddhav Thackeray's
sentiments, Raut today told
reporters: “Uddhav Ji said
that there are a few parties
who claim to be well-
wishers of Maharashtra,
but they are the enemies
of Maharashtra. They
broke Bala Saheb’s Shiv
Sena to attack the pride

of Maharashtra, and with
such parties, we shouldn’t
have any relations, and
then only we can be true
Mabharashtrians, and this

is not a condition but the
feelings of the people

of Maharashtra.” The
reunion comes against the
backdrop of a heated row
that has erupted after the
Devendra Fadnavis-led
government announced
plans to introduce Hindi as
a compulsory third language
for classes 1to 5 as part
of the National Education
Policy (NEP), with many
crying foul over Hindi
imposition.

Hindu minister attacked during protest in Pakistan

Agency: A Hindu
minister in Pakistan
was attacked in Sindh
by protesters opposing
the government’s
irrigation canal projects
in the country’s southern
province. The state
minister for religious
affairs, Kheal Das
Kohistani, was driving
through the province when
protesters threw potatoes
and tomatoes. Kohistani,
a minister in the Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif-
led federal government,
was unharmed in the
attack in Thatta district in
Sindh, a province which
has a sizeable minority

population, particularly
Hindus. Sharif condemned
the attack on Kohistani
and assured him of a
thorough probe into the
incident. “The attack on
public representatives is
unacceptable. The persons
involved in the incident
would be given exemplary
punishment,” he said.
The attack occurred when
a group of people were
protesting against the
government’s irrigation
canal projects on the
pretext that it would
reduce the downward flow
of rivers that are key for
irrigation in Sindh.
Kohistani is a member

of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and the
protesters also chanted
slogans against the party’s
federal government. The
federal government has
announced a proposal to
construct six canals in the
Punjab province to irrigate
land in the Cholistan
region under the Green
Pakistan Initiative - a
project having the support
of the powerful army,

the federal government
and the Punjab provincial
administration. However,
various parties and
nationalist groups in Sindh
have been protesting

against the project

with the plea that the
canals would reduce the
downstream flow of water
and adversely affect
irrigation in the southern
province. The attackers
were protesting against
the proposed canals at
the time of the incident.
Federal Information
Minister Atta Tarar sought
details of the attack on
Kohistani from Sindh
Inspector General Police
(IGP) Ghulam Nabi
Memon and a report
from the federal interior
secretary. Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah also condemned

the attack and said that
nobody had the right to
take the law into their
own hands. He directed
the Deputy Inspector
General of Police for
the Hyderabad region to
immediately arrest the
attackers involved in the
incident and submit a
report on the same.
Kohistani, who belongs
to Sindh's Jamshoro
district, was first elected
as an MP on a PML-N
ticket in 2018. He was
re-elected in 2024 after
serving a full five-year
term and also got the nod
for elevation to become
minister of the state.



