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Terror attack targets tourists in J-K’s
Pahalgam, multiple deaths feared

Agency: Terrorists struck
a prime tourist location of
Pahalgam in South Kashmir
on Tuesday, killing multiple
people and injuring at least
20, officials said. Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said the
death toll is still being
ascertained. “This attack is
much larger than anything
we've seen directed at
civilians in recent years,”
he said on X. The incident
occurred at around 3
pm when terrorists came
down from the mountain
in Baisaran valley and
started firing at the tourists
who frequent the place
which is often dubbed as
‘mini Switzerland’ because
of its long lush green
meadows. The terror attack
came at a time when US
Vice President JD Vance
along with his family is
on a four-day visit to
the country. He was in
Rajasthan on Tuesday.
A purported video of the
attack site emerged showing
several people bleeding
and lying motionless on

the ground while women
tourists were wailing and
frantically looking for

their near and dear ones.
No independent official
verification was available.
“I'm shocked beyond belief.
This attack on our visitors
is an abomination. The
perpetrators of this attack
are animals, inhuman and
worthy of contempt. No
words of condemnation

are enough. I send my
sympathies to the families
of the deceased,” CM
Abdullah said. The incident
comes when Kashmir is
witnessing a surge in tourist
arrivals after reeling under
militancy for years. Also,
the 38-day Amarnath
pilgrimage is scheduled to
begin on July 3. Authorities
pressed a chopper into
service for the evacuation
of the injured, the officials
said, adding some of the
injured were brought down
from the meadows by locals
on their ponies. A doctor at
the Pahalgam hospital said
12 injured tourists were
admitted to the hospital and
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Agency: US Vice-
President JD Vance on

Tuesday called on India to
give greater access to its
markets, buy more American
energy and defence hardware
as he outlined the vision

for stronger ties between

the two countries. In an
address at an event here,
Vance said there is much
that the US and India can
accomplish together in
diverse areas including high
technology, defence, trade,
and energy. Both India and
US are working towards a
bilateral trade agreement
based on shared priorities, he
said. The future of the 21st
century will be determined

much more together: Vance
» r [ ]

I
by the strength of India
and the US, he said. Trade
relations must be based on
fairness, Vance said referring
to President Donald Trump's
policy on trade and tariff.
Vance also said President
Trump seeks to rebalance
global trade so that the US,
with friends like India, can
build a better future. In
defence, our countries enjoy
a close relationship and we
can build many military
platforms together, he said.
Vance also lauded Modi's
leadership. “I told Prime
Minister Modi last night that
he has approval ratings that
would make me jealous,” he
said.

the condition of all of them
was stable. “My husband
was shot in the head while
seven others were also
injured in the attack,” a
woman survivor told PTI
over phone. According to
initial reports, the terrorists
emerged from the dense
pine forest surrounding

the Baisaran, which was a
famous spot for Bollywood
movie makers in 1980s. A
little earlier, Army, CRPF
and local police rushed to
Baisaran meadows after the
news started coming down
to the town, a senior police
official said here. A massive
anti-terrorist operation has
been launched to hunt down
the assailants as security
forces have been fanned out
in all directions, they said.
Meanwhile, Pahalgam resort
which was teeming with
tourists till this afternoon
wore a deserted look

soon after the attack with
tourists leaving the place,
fearing for their safety,

the officials said. Baisaran
is a major tourist place in
Pahalgam besides being a
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campsite for trekkers who
want to move further up

to Tulian Lake. The area is
accessible through ponies
from Pahalgam and en route
a panoramic view of the
Pahalgam town and Lidder
Valley could be seen.

Lakhs of pilgrims from

across the country travel to
the Amarnath cave shrine
from the twin routes -- the
traditional 48-km Pahalgam
route and the 14-km shorter
but steep Baltal route in
Ganderbal district.
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Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is in
Saudi Arabia on a two-day
state visit, spoke to Home
Minister Amit Shah over the
phone about the terror attack
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, where one person
died and twelve others were
injured. The attack occurred
around 2.30 pm on Tuesday
when a group of terrorists,
dressed in fatigues, opened
fire on tourists in Pahalgam's
Baisaran meadow. During
the telephonic conversation,
PM Modi, who is in Jeddah,
asked Amit Shah to take all
suitable measures. He also
asked him to visit the site of
the attack. The Resistance
Front, a local offshoot of the
Pakistan-based terror group
Laskhar-e-Taiba, claimed
responsibility for the attack
in Baisaran, a scenic meadow
in Pahalgam. The area is
accessible only by foot
or ponies. Security forces
reached the spot shortly
after sounds of gunfire were
heard and evacuation efforts
were launched immediately.
A chopper was pressed
into service for evacuation
while some of the injured
were brought down from
the meadows by locals on

ponies, as per a report by
news agency PTI. Following
the terror attack, Amit Shah
called a high-level meeting
in Delhi. The meeting was
attended by the Home
Secretary, senior officials
from the Intelligence Bureau
and the Ministry of Home
Affairs. Jammu and Kashmir
officials, including the
Director General of Police
(DGP), also attended the
meeting virtually. Amit
Shah will leave for Srinagar
soon and is expected to
hold an urgent security
review meeting there. In a
tweet, the Home Minister
expressed anguish by the
terror attack and vowed

to come down heavily on
the perpetrators with the
“harshest consequences”.
“Anguished by the terror
attack on tourists in
Pahalgam, Jammu and

Kashmir. My thoughts are
with the family members of
the victim. Those involved
in this dastardly act of terror
will not be spared, and we
will come down heavily

on the perpetrators with

the harshest consequences.
Briefed PM Shri @
narendramodi Ji about the
incident and held a meeting
with the concerned officials
via video conferencing. Will
shortly leave for Srinagar

to hold an urgent security
review meeting with all the
agencies,” he said. Several
eyewitnesses recalled the
traumatic attack when

their loved ones were fired
upon. One woman was in
tears as she pleaded with
rescue personnel to save her
husband. Another woman
claimed that a gunman said
“you’re not a Muslim” and
shot at her husband.

Neither Parliament nor executive, Constitution
is supreme: Sibal hits back at V-P Dhankhar

Agency: Rajya Sabha
MP Kapil Sibal on Tuesday
said neither Parliament
nor the executive, but the
Constitution is supreme,
as he hit back at Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
who slammed his critics
for questioning his remarks
on a recent Supreme Court
order. The Rajya Sabha
MP’s remarks in posts on X
came soon after Dhankhar
said that every word spoken
by a constitutional authority
was guided by supreme
national interest. Sibal also
claimed that everything the
court said was consistent
with the country’s
constitutional values and
guided by national interest.
A top court bench recently
prescribed a three-month
timeline for the president
of India to decide on Bills
reserved by governors for
her nod. Reacting to the

Who are UPSC toppers Shakti Dubey,
Harshita Goyal, Dongre Archit Parag?

Agency: The Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) has announced the
Civil Services Examination
(CSE) 2024 Final Results,
and three names have soared
right to the top: Shakti
Dubey, Harshita Goyal, and
Dongre Archit Parag. These
exceptional individuals
have bagged AIR 1, 2, and
3, respectively, in what is
often called India’s most
demanding competitive
exam. But beyond their
ranks lie stories of grit, bold
career moves, and fearless
transitions. Here's a closer
look at the lives behind the
list. Topping the list with
All India Rank 1 is Shakti
Dubey, a trailblazer from
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh.
Cracking the UPSC on her
very first attempt, Shakti's
story is as relatable as it is
inspiring. Her father serves
in the police force, and her
mother is a homemaker
-- a classic Indian middle-
class background. But
what set her apart was the
way she saw the world.
After completing school,
Shakti moved to Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)
in Varanasi, where she
immersed herself in hostel
life and intellectual debate.

The exposure to diverse
perspectives on campus
helped her shape the kind
of analytical mindset that’s
critical for a civil servant.
Shakti’s journey proves
that success at UPSC isn’t
just about books -- it’s also
about thinking differently.
Securing All India Rank

2, Harshita Goyal has
carved her name among
the top with an inspiring
journey that spans two
states. Born in Haryana
and raised in Vadodara,
Gujarat, Harshita's
upbringing brought together
the rootedness of north
India and the academic
richness of the west. A
Chartered Accountant

by profession, Harshita
completed her BCom from
MS University of Baroda
before taking the leap into
civil services. Her decision
to pursue Political Science
and International Relations
as her optional subject
reflects a wide intellectual
curiosity — one that went
far beyond the world of
ledgers and financial audits.
Securing AIR 3, Dongre
Archit Parag from Pune,
Mabharashtra, is another
name making waves. A
graduate in Electrical and

Electronics Engineering
from VIT Vellore, Archit
was working in an IT firm
when he decided to quit and
take a leap into UPSC prep
full-time. This was not his
first rodeo -- Archit had
already cleared the UPSC
CSE in 2023 with Rank
153. But he wasn't done yet.
With fierce determination,
he came back stronger

in 2024 and cracked the
Top 3, believed to be the
highest-ranked candidate
from Maharashtra this year.
Archit chose Philosophy

as his optional subject -- a
discipline that demands
clarity of thought and deep
reasoning. From schooling
in Mumbai to junior college
in Pune, to eventually
representing Maharashtra
on the national stage, his
journey is a testament to
resilience and goal-setting.
The final allocation of
services will depend on
rank, preferences, and
category eligibility. The
UPSC will release the
detailed marks and cut-offs
within 15 days on upsc.gov.
in. For now, India celebrates
these brilliant minds — not
just for their ranks, but for
the courage it took to chase
a bigger purpose.

directive, Dhankhar said the
judiciary cannot play the
role of a “super Parliament”
and get into the domain of
the executive. Addressing
a Delhi University event,
Dhankhar, who is also the
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, said every word
spoken by a constitutional
functionary was guided

by the supreme, sublime
interest of the nation.

“I find it conceivably
intriguing that some have
recently reflected that
constitutional offices

can be ceremonial,
ornamental. Nothing can
be far distanced from

a wrong understanding
of the role of everyone
in this country --
constitutional functionary
or a citizen,” he said.
Dhankhar also said

there is no visualization
in the Constitution of

Trainer aircraft crashes in Guja

Agency: A trainee pilot
was killed when a trainer
aircraft belonging to a private
aviation academy crashed in
a residential area in Gujarat's
Amreli district on Tuesday
afternoon and caught fire, a
police official said. The plane
fell on a tree before crashing
into an open plot. The
aircraft crash-landed into a
residential area in the Giriya
Road area of Amreli town
at around 12:30 pm due to
unknown reasons, killing the
trainee pilot on the spot, said
Amreli Superintendent of
Police, Sanjay Kharat. “After
taking off from the Amreli
airport with a male trainee

any authority above
Parliament. “Parliament

is supreme,” he asserted.
In a post on X, Sibal

said, “Supreme Court:
Parliament has the plenary
power to pass laws.
Supreme Court has the
obligation to interpret

the Constitution and do
complete justice (Article
142).” “Everything the
Court said is: Consistent
with our constitutional
values; guided by national
interest,” the Independent
Rajya Sabha MP and
former Congress leader
said. In another post,
Sibal said, “The law:
Neither Parliament nor
the Executive is supreme,
the Constitution is
supreme. The provisions
of the Constitution are
interpreted by the Supreme
Court. That’s how this
country has understood

pilot, the trainer aircraft of
an aviation academy, which
operates from the airport,
crashed into a residential
area. The trainee pilot, who
was flying solo, died in the
crash while the aircraft was
gutted in flames. No one else
was injured in the accident,”
said Kharat. He said a Delhi-
based aviation academy
provides pilot training

from the Amreli airport.

The SP said local police
have started the process to
lodge a case of accidental
death and investigation to
find out the exact cause of
the crash. Four teams of
local fire brigade rushed to

the law so far !” Sibal had
slammed Dhankhar last
Friday for questioning the
judiciary over the timeline
set for the president to
take decisions, saying it
was “unconstitutional”
and that he had never
seen any Rajya Sabha
chairman make “political
statements” of such nature.
A day after Dhankhar used
strong words against the
judiciary, Sibal asserted
that the Lok Sabha
speaker and the Rajya
Sabha chairman remain
equidistant between

the opposition and the
ruling party, and cannot
be the “spokesperson of
one party”. “Everyone
knows that the Lok

Sabha speaker’s chair is
in between. He or she is
the speaker of the House,
not the speaker of one
party. They also don't

By

Shastrinagar upon learning
about the plane crash and

resultant fire in the aircraft,
said fire officer SC Gadhvi.

vote, they only vote in
case of a tie. The same

is with the Upper House.
You are equidistant
between the opposition
and the ruling party,”

the senior advocate said.
“Everything you say must
be equidistant. No speaker
can be the spokesperson
of a party. I don’t say
that he (Dhankhar) is but
no speaker in principle

t's Amreli district, pilot killed
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“Though the plane crashed
into a residential area, no
one else was injured because
it first fell on a tree and
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can be the spokesperson
of any party. If it appears
so, the dignity of the
chair is lowered,” Sibal
asserted. Dhankhar last
Thursday questioned the
judiciary setting a timeline
for the president to take
decisions and act as a
“super Parliament”, saying
the Supreme Court cannot
fire a “nuclear missile” at
democratic forces.

then crashed into an open
plot. The fire was eventually
brought under control by our
teams,” he said.

We were having bhelpuri, then terrorist shot
husband: Pahalgam survivor’s account

Agency: “We were just
having bhelpuri... and then
he shot my husband,” a
survivor of the Pahalgam
terror attack recounted
in a trembling voice. Her
husband was among those
targeted when gunmen
opened fire at a group
of tourists in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam on
Tuesday, killing one and
injuring several others. “The
gunman said my husband

was not a Muslim and then
shot him,” she said, still in
shock. Another video from
the scene showed a woman
sobbing uncontrollably,
begging for help. “Please
save my husband,” she cried
repeatedly, her words barely
audible as tears choked her.
The man recording the video
could be heard trying to
console her, even as he tried
to make sense of the chaos
around him. Two bloodied

men lay motionless on the
ground nearby. In another
clip, a woman tending to

a man with severe injuries
pleaded urgently for help.
“Sir, please, please, please
ask for help,” she said, her
voice cracking. A group of
tourists were fired upon by
gunmen in fatigue in Jammu
and Kashmir's Pahalgam.
Twelve people have been
injured in the attack. The
attack took place in Baisaran

valley in Pahalgam, a site
frequented by tourists. The
area is approachable only
on foot or horses. Security
forces rushed to the spot
following the terror attack.
The Resistance Front
(TRF), a Lashkar-E-
Taiba offshoot, has claimed
responsibility for the attack.
People’s Democratic Party
chief Mehbooba Mufti
condemned the terror attack
in Pahalgam. “I strongly

condemn the cowardly
attack on tourists in
Pahalgam, which tragically
killed one and injured
several. Such violence is

unacceptable and must be
denounced,” she wrote on
X.



