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Pahalgam Attack: 28 dead,
several mjured in targeted ﬁrmg

Sketches of Asif Fuji, Suleman Shah and Abu Talha
released by security agencies

Agency: A pleasant
Tuesday afternoon in
Pahalgam, Jammu &
Kashmir, took shape to be
the worst one for tourists as
the horrendous terror attack
claimed lives of 28 people.
Several were left injured as
terrorists opened fire in a
meadow in Baisaran, which
is also known as ‘mini
Switzerland'. Along with
the whole country, several
nations including the US,
Nepal, Italy and others,
have mourned the heart-
wrenching terror attack on
civilians.

According to officials,
heavily armed terrorists
ambushed a group of
tourists at Baisaran, firing
indiscriminately. At least
28 people were killed
and dozens injured in the
assault that unfolded within
minutes. The area, popular
with visitors for its scenic
beauty, was left in chaos
as survivors scrambled for

safety.

Baisaran, where the
incident took place, is
a meadow about five
kilometres from the popular
tourist destination of
Pahalgam. The location
is not connected by a
direct motorable road
and is usually accessed
by foot or pony rides.
Pahalgam, located about
100 kilometres from the
capital Srinagar in Anantnag
district of southern
Kashmir, also serves as the
base camp for the Amarnath
Yatra, which is scheduled to
begin from July 3.

Among the deceased
were two foreigners, whose
nationality is yet to be
established. Several locals
who lost their lives included
an Indian Navy officer who
got married last week and
was on a trip to Kashmir
with his wife. Sources have
told ET that Lieutenant
Vinay Narwal, a native of

Amit Shah met the family of deceased in Attack

PM Modi chairs meeting thh officials after cutting his Saudi trip

Haryana, was posted in
Kochi.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah have condemned the
inhumane attack. The PM
even cut short his trip to
Saudi Arabia and returned
to India, later holding an
emergency meeting with
EAM Dr S Jaishankar,

NSA Ajit Doval, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri

and other officials, taking
stock of the Pahalgam
terrorist attack in Kashmir.
Meanwhile, HM Shah,
along with J&K CM Omar
Abdullah, LT Gen Manoj
Sinha held a security review
meeting and assured that
“the perpetrators will not be
spared.” He has also arrived
at Baisaran meadow to take
stock of the situation.

Security has since
been tightened across
sensitive zones in the Union
Territory. Hours after the
Pahalgam assault, security
forces foiled an infiltration
attempt along the Line
of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Baramulla district
on Wednesday. According
to the Army’s Chinar Corps,
the incident occurred in the
general area of Sarjeevan at
Uri Nala in north Kashmir.

The troops on the LoC
challenged and intercepted
the infiltrators, leading to a
heavy exchange of gunfire.
“Heavy exchange of fire

between security forces and
terrorists, two terrorists
have been eliminated,
infiltration bid foiled by
the security forces in the
ongoing Operation,” the
Chinar Corps confirmed

in another post. A large
quantity of weapons,
ammunition and other war-
like stores were recovered
from the slain terrorists. The
Army said the operation is
still underway.

The United States
strongly condemned the
terror attack. President
Donald Trump said that
America stands with India
in fight against terrorism.
“Deeply disturbing news
out of Kashmir. The
United States stands
strong with India against
Terrorism. We pray for
the souls of those lost, and
for the recovery of the
injured. Prime Minister
Modi, and the incredible
people of India, have our
full support and deepest
sympathies. Our hearts
are with you all,” said
the 47th President of the
United States in a post on
Truth Social. Meanwhile,
US Vice President,
who is currently on an
official visit to India, also
expressed his condolences
over the incident.

“Usha and T extend our
condolences to the victims
of the devastating terrorist

attack in Pahalgam, India.
Over the past few days,
we have been overcome
with the beauty of this
country and its people. Our
thoughts and prayers are
with them as they mourn
this horrific attack,” he
wrote.

Pakistan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs issued a
statement rejecting claims
of involvement in the
attack. Pakistani Defence
Minister and senior leader
of ruling PML-N party
Khawaja Asif sought
to blame violence in
Jammu and Kashmir on a
“revolution” and “home-
grown” forces within the
union territory.

The terror attack in
Pahalgam has left families
across India grieving,
as tourists from states
like Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarat,
and Haryana were among
the victims. In Pune,
Asavari, a 26-year-old
HR professional, said her
father and uncle were
shot at ‘mini Switzerland’
in Betaab Valley. “There
were several tourists
around, but the terrorists
specifically targeted
male tourists after asking
whether they were Hindu
or Muslim,” she told PTIL.

Kanpur's Shubham
Dwivedi, who had recently
married, was also among

Will India avende Pahalgam terror atack
With jets, drones, or something new?

Agency: India is preparing a high-
stakes, multidimensional response to
the April 22 massacre of 28 civilians,
mostly tourists, in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pahalgam region. The Resistance
Front (TRF), a proxy outfit linked to
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and backed by
Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), has claimed responsibility. The
massacre at Baisaran, near the resort
town of Pahalgam, was the deadliest
since the 2019 Pulwama bombing.

But unlike Pulwama, which targeted
security forces, this time civilians were
the target—foreigners included. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi - who cut short
his diplomatic mission to Saudi Arabia—
held an emergency meeting with national
security advisor Ajit Doval and foreign
minister S Jaishankar at the Delhi airport
soon after landing. “The perpetrators of
this cowardly attack won't be spared,”
Modi reportedly told top security
officials, per sources cited by PTI. Union
home minister Amit Shah on Wednesday
reviewed the security situation at the site
of the assault in Pahalgam's Baisaran
meadow. The home minister walked
through the attack site under tight
security and received a detailed briefing
from senior officials on the current
situation and the operations underway in
the region.

Deterrence credibility under pressure:
Since 2016, India has twice responded
to high-profile terror attacks with
cross-border force: the Uri surgical
strikes and the Balakot air raids. Another
high-casualty strike, especially against
civilians, challenges New Delhi to reassert
its doctrine of “punitive deterrence.”
Geopolitical implications: The massacre’s
timing—overlapping with US Vice
President JD Vance's India trip and
PM Modi's Saudi outreach—suggests
an intent to draw international focus
to Kashmir. Ex-Pakistan envoy Husain
Haqqani likened the attack to Hamas'

October 7 strike on Israel, warning of
“portentous ramifications.”

India's past retaliatory playbook
centers on two defining actions:

Uri surgical strikes (2016 ): Eleven
days after militants attacked an Army
base, Indian special forces struck
multiple terror launch pads across the
LoC in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

The operation was limited, precise, and
publicly declared to assert resolve.

Balakot airstrikes (2019 ): Following
the Pulwama suicide bombing that killed
40 CRPF personnel, India conducted
airstrikes deep inside Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, targeting a Jaish-
e-Mohammed training facility.

These responses form the foundation
of India’s “punitive deterrence” model:
Escalate just enough to impose a cost
but avoid provoking a wider war.

The Pahalgam attack, with its scale,
communal targeting, and international
optics, tests whether that doctrine still
has teeth—or needs an upgrade. Pakistan
army chief General Asim Munir’s recent
rhetoric is now under intense scrutiny by
Indian intelligence and strategic circles.
His fiery public remarks, particularly
branding Kashmir as Pakistan’s “jugular
vein,” are being viewed not just as
provocative symbolism but as a signal

to militant proxies to escalate operations
in the Valley. In a public address earlier
this month, Munir said: “Our stance is
absolutely clear - Kashmir was our jugular
vein, it will be our jugular vein, we

will not forget it. We will not leave our
Kashmiri brothers in their struggle.” Indian
officials say the timing of this statement—
just days before the Pahalgam attack—was
not coincidental. His use of emotionally
charged language echoed Pakistan's long-
standing two-nation theory and was seen
by analysts as an ideological green light
for terror outfits seeking relevance amid
declining domestic traction in Kashmir. A
senior Indian security official described

it as “classic dog-whistling,” designed to
incite action without direct attribution.
“They don’t need to say ‘attack.’ Just
saying ‘jugular vein' is enough for their
proxies to get the message,” the official
said. The Resistance Front (TRF), a

front organization of Lashkar-e-Taiba,
claimed responsibility for the Pahalgam
massacre. TRF has often operated under
ISI patronage, giving Pakistan the plausible
deniability it needs to deflect blame. What
makes the Munir connection more chilling:
The language of the attack reportedly
mirrored the sectarian tone of Munir’s
speeches. Survivors said the gunmen forced
victims to recite Islamic verses, and those
who couldn’t were shot at close range.

Just days before the attack, Lashkar
commander Abu Musa held a rally in
Rawalkot calling for continued jihad in
Kashmir, stating: “Jihad will continue,
guns will rage and beheading will continue
in Kashmir.”

Indian intelligence believes this public
threat had direct ideological backing from
Pakistan's military top brass.

Indian officials now see a pattern of
synchronization: Inflammatory speeches
followed by high-profile attacks, a tactic
meant to destabilize Kashmir, embarrass
India globally, and provoke communal
unrest.

What they are saying

“Bharat will not bend to terror. The
culprits of this dastardly terror attack will
not be spared,” Union home minister Amit
Shah said. Michael Kugelman, Wilson
Center: “India will review potential kinetic
responses... It may also consider non-
military measures such as ending the 2021
LoC truce or suspending the Indus Waters
Treaty.”

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha: “The
terrorists will pay a very heavy price. No
mercy.”

Ex-Pakistan envoy Husain Haqgani:
“The April 22 attack is as portentous as
Hamas’ October 7 strike. It could reshape

regional calculations.”

Beyond bombs: Diplomatic and
economic levers

India’s options aren't limited to missiles
and air raids. Officials may also consider
these non-kinetic steps:

Revoking the 2021 LoC ceasefire
agreement—a signal that Pakistan can
no longer rely on “quiet” borders while
fostering proxy war.

Suspending or redefining the Indus
Waters Treaty, within legal bounds, to
squeeze Pakistan's critical river flows.

Intensifying FATF lobbying—citing
TRF’s link to LeT—to push for Pakistan’s
return to the grey or black list for terror
financing.

These steps rarely offer instant
gratification but incrementally raise the
cost of harboring terror proxies. They
also play well with international partners
already voicing outrage over the Pahalgam
killings.

India can also use hybrid warfare
tactics that avoid full military conflict but
still extract a price:

Cyber Ops: Targeting ISI's digital
infrastructure to disrupt command-and-
control or leak communication intercepts
implicating Pakistan.

Smart-border systems: Using sensors,
Al and drones to create “kill boxes” that
auto-target infiltrators.

Information warfare: Broadcasting
Munir’s dog-whistling and TRF’s atrocities
globally to shift the Kashmir narrative.

What's next

A layered response is the most likely
scenario:

Short-term kinetic punch: Balakot
or Uri-style strikes or drone attacks on
launch pads to reestablish deterrence.

Covert hunt: Targeted eliminations
of TRF handlers in Pakistan or PoK via
RAW and special units.

Diplomatic escalation: At the UN,
FATF, and regional blocs to isolate
Pakistan.
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What could be the reason

of Pahalgam Attack?

. US vice president Vance
India tour

. India siding with US

. Close relations with
Middle East

. Waqgf law

. Growing economy of
Jammu & Kashmir

. Less radicalization

among youth of Kashmir

the dead. “The firing
began after names were
asked,” said his cousin
Saurabh Dwivedi. From
Maharashtra, at least five
deaths were reported.
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde has
requested a special flight
to bring stranded tourists
home. In Haryana, a Navy
officer recently married
was among the dead.
Jammu & Kashmir
Police, the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), and other
intelligence units are
jointly investigating the
attack. Indian Army
personnel are also
investigating at Baisaran
meadow. The attack has
prompted high-level
security reviews across

major tourist zones in
Kashmir, with surveillance
and patrolling significantly
ramped up.
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To those behind the scenes
in Pahalgam attack, we will
get you: Rajnath Singh

Agency: Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday issued a stern
message to the terrorists
and orchestrators of the
recent terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, vowing that
India would identify and
bring to justice everyone
who conspired against it.
The attack, which took
place on Tuesday (April
22), saw terrorists open
fire on a group of tourists
visiting the Baisaran
meadows in Pahalgam in
Anantnag district, killing
26 people, including
two foreigners, and
injuring several others.
The victims, according
to reports and witness
accounts, were targeted
based on their religious
identity by terrorists, who
were operatives of The
Resistance Front (TRF),
an offshoot of Pakistani
terror outfit Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT). “We will
not only reach out to those
who have perpetrated this
incident. We will also
reach out to those who,
sitting behind the scenes,
have conspired to commit
such nefarious acts on the
soil of India,” the Defence
Minister said while
speaking at an event in
New Delhi. “We are united
in the face of terror and
India has a zero-tolerance
policy (for terrorism). We
will take each and every
necessary and appropriate
step,” he added. Rajnath

Singh’s remarks came soor
after he chaired a high-
level meeting with senior
defence officials to review
the security situation

in Jammu and Kashmir

in the aftermath of the
terror attack. According
to reports, the nearly
two-and-a-half-hour
meeting was attended by
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval, Chief
of Defence Staff Gen Anil
Chauhan, Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi,
Navy Chief Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi and

Air Chief Marshal AK
Singh. During the meeting,
Rajnath Singh directed the
armed forces to enhance
their combat readiness and
increase the intensity of
anti-terror operations in
the valley, news agency
PTI reported. Several
meetings on the security
situation in Jammu and
Kashmir have taken place
since terrorists opened

fire on civilians in the
picturesque Baisaran in
Pahalgam at around 3

pm on April 22. Even
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asserted that

the perpetrators will not
be spared and their evil
agenda will never succeed.
“They (terrorists ) will
not be spared ! Their evil
agenda will never succeed.
Our resolve to fight
terrorism is unshakable
and it will get even
stronger,” PM Modi wrote
in a post on X.

Robert Vadra links Pahalgam terror
attack to govt’s Hindutva push

Agency: Businessman
Robert Vadra, husband
of Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi, on Wednesday
linked the Pahalgam terror
attack to BJP government’s
Hindutva push in the country
evoking a strong retort from
the BIP. “If you dissect this
terrorist act that took place, if
they (terrorists) are looking
at people’s identity, why are
they doing this? Because
there’s a divide that has
come about in our country
with Hindus and Muslims ...
and also christians. Looking
at identities and then killing
somebody, that's a message
to the PM, because Muslims
are  feeling  weakened.

The minorities are feeling
weakened,” Robert Vadra
said reacting to the Pahalgam
terror attack in which 28
innocent people lost their
“Why are we having
communal disharmony in

lives.

our country.

This will create divides.
This will create these
kinds of organisations feel
that Hindus are making a
problem for all the Muslims.
We don't need that. You ask
many Hindus and Muslims
together, they help each
other. In Covid, we saw
they helped each other.
They don’t understand all
these political ways of trying
to infuse disorder to win

elections,” he added.

The BJP was quick to slanr
Robert Vadra for offering
cover to the terrorist:
instead of condemning them
“Shocking ! Sonia Gandhi':
son-in-law Robert Vadr:
shamelessly defends an ac
of terror, offering cove
to the terrorists insteac
of condemning them. Hc
doesn't stop there, instead
shifts the blame onto Indi:
for the atrocities committec
by Pakistani terrorists,” BJI
leader Amit Malviya postec
on X. BJP leader Shehzac
Poonawalla also slammec
Vadra and said that his
reactions were at the behes
of the Gandhis.

Agency: The Civil aviation
ministry has asked airlines
to ensure there is no surge
in airfares on the Srinagar
route, and airlines will be
operating additional flights
to the city. Terrorists struck
at a prime tourist location in
Pahalgam in south Kashmir
on Tuesday, killing at least 26
people, mostly tourists, and
injuring several others. Air
India and IndiGo will operate
a total of four additional
flights from Srinagar to the
national capital and Mumbai
on Wednesday. Airlines
have also waived ticket
rescheduling and cancellation
charges. Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
held an urgent meeting with
all airline operators and issued
a strong advisory against
surge pricing on the Srinagar
route. Airlines have been

directed to maintain regular
fare levels, ensuring that no
passenger is burdened during
this sensitive time, an official
release said on Wednesday.
Naidu also spoke to Home
Minister Amit Shah and

is monitoring the situation
closely in coordination with
relevant authorities. “As

part of immediate relief
measures, four special flights
from Srinagar—two to

Delhi and two to Mumbai—
have been arranged, with
additional flights kept on
standby to cater to further
evacuation needs,” the
release said. Naidu has also
directed all airlines to extend
full cooperation for the
transportation of deceased
individuals to their respective
home states, working in
sync with state governments
and local authorities. The

ministry remains on high alert
and committed to extending
every possible assistance to
those affected, the release
said. Air India will operate

a flight from Srinagar to
Delhi at 1130 hours and
from Srinagar to Mumbai at
1200 hours. “All our other
flights to and from Srinagar
will continue to operate as
per schedule,” it said in a
post on X. The airline is
also offering complimentary
rescheduling and full refunds
on cancellations to passengers
with confirmed bookings till
April 30 on these sectors.
IndiGo said that in view of
the emerging situation in
Srinagar, it has extended
waivers for rescheduling

or cancellations for travel
until April 30, applicable to
bookings made on or before
April 22.



