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We will break back of terrorists,
raze them to ground: PM Modi

Agency: Sending
out a firm message of
zero tolerance to terror,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said
the perpetrators and
conspirators behind the
April 22 Kashmir terror
attack will get a punishment
beyond their imagination.
Addressing the National
Panchayat Day event in
election-bound Bihar’s
Madhubani, the Prime
Minister addressed both
the country and the world
and said India stood firm
in its resolve against terror
and would break the back
of terrorists and raze their
remaining infrastructure to
the ground. “Friends, today
from the soil of Bihar I
want to tell the whole world
that India will identify,
track and punish every
terrorist and his backer.
We will pursue them to
the very end. India’s spirit
will never be broken by
terrorism. Terrorism will not

go unpunished,” the Prime
Minister said to a massive
applause as he addressed his
first public gathering post
the Kashmir terror attack.
He said every effort
will be made to ensure that
justice is done in the April
22 attack that took 26
innocent lives. The entire
nation is firm in its resolve,
Modi said, thanking world
leaders for their solidarity
with India in the time of
this tragedy. The Prime
Minister earlier paid deep
condolences for the loss of
lives in Pahalgam and said
the entire country, every
citizen was anguished by
the attack. “The killing
of innocents by terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on April 22 has
pained the entire country.
The nation stands in
solidarity with the affected
families and prays for early
recovery of the injured,”
said Modi, adding that
the government is doing

its best to bring succour
to the survivors. He said
this attack was not just on
unarmed tourists.

“The enemies of India
have attacked the very faith
of this nation. I want to say
this clearly-the perpetrators
who are conspirators of
this attack will be meted
out a punishment greater
and beyond what they can
ever imagine. Punishment
is bound to be given.

PM Modi ensures world
gets his message on terror

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who
has used Hindi even in
international fora, made
a rare switch to English
on Thursday to ensure
that the world doesn’t
miss a word of his strong
message against terrorism.
Addressing a rally in
Bihar's Madhubani district,
PM Modi said, “India will
identify, track and punish
every terrorist and their
backers”. This was PM
Modi’s first public reaction
to the massacre of 26
Indian citizens in Pahalgam
on April 22. Modi was
delivering a speech in
Hindi, but switched to
English, and stressed upon
every word as he made
India’s resolve clear to
punish those behind the
massacre of 26 people in
south Kashmir's Pahalgam.
“Today from the soil of
Bihar I say to the whole
world. India will identify,
track and punish every
terrorist and their backers.
We will pursue them to the
ends of the Earth,” said
PM Modi, as he switched
to English. “India’s spirit
will never be broken by
terrorism. Terrorism will
not go unpunished. Every
effort will be made to
ensure that justice is done.
The entire nation is firm in
this resolve,” added Modi in
Madhubani, where people
predominantly use Maithili

and Hindi. “Everyone who
believes in humanity is
with us. I thank people
and leaders of countries
who have stood with

us,” PM Modi said as he
acknowledged the reaction
of world leaders after the
attack on Tuesday. While
Modi’s strong message
from the Hindi heartland
was rare, he made sure

the world took note by
addressing it to the global
audience. This, however, is
not the first time PM Modi
has used English to convey
his message. He is used to
mixing English and Hindi
while making speeches in
India, particularly when
addressing international
audiences or conveying
messages to a global
audience. During his visit to
Australia in June 2023, PM
Modi addressed the Federal
Parliament in Canberra,
delivering a speech in
English to outline his
vision for a stronger India-
Australia partnership. He
stressed shared democratic
values, economic
cooperation, and regional
security during his speech.
More recently, in September
2024, PM Modi delivered
his speech in English

at the United Nations
‘Summit of the Future’ in
New York. In the speech,
the Indian PM focussed

on global challenges like
climate change, digital

BSF jawan detained by
Pak Rangers after he
accidentally crosses border

Agency: A Border Security

Force (BSF) constable has
been detained by Pakistan
Rangers after inadvertently
crossing the international
border in Punjab, officials
told news agency PTI on
Thursday. The incident
occurred near Ferozepur on
Wednesday, when Constable
PK Singh of the 182nd
battalion, dressed in uniform
and armed with his service

rifle, strayed across the
boundary while accompanying
local farmers and seeking
shade. Efforts are currently
under way through dialogue
between the two border forces
to ensure his safe return.

This comes at a time when
the border situation remains
tense due to a terrorist attack
at Pahalgam in Jammu and
Kashmir that killed 26 people,
mostly tourists.

governance, and sustainable
development. Just as PM
Modi has delivered multiple
speeches in English,

he also takes pride in
delivering speeches in Hindi
in foreign lands and on
multilateral platforms. In
2014, Modi spoke in Hindi
as he addressed the UN
General Assembly session
in New York, following

the steps of BJP stalwart
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. In
1977, as India’s foreign
minister, Vajpayee made
history by becoming the
first to address the United
Nations General Assembly
in Hindi. Later in 1988,
then-foreign minister PV
Narasimha Rao, a polyglot
fluent in 17 languages, also
addressed the UN General
Assembly in Hindi. Not
just Hindi, PM Modi also
makes the effort to speak in
India’s regional languages
to connect with people
across the country. From
Malayalam and Odia to
Bengali and Tamil, he often
weaves local phrases into
his speeches during election
campaigns. By switching to
English at a crucial juncture
on Thursday, PM Modi
ensured that India’s message
on terror echoed far beyond
its borders. Modi, a man

of message has carefully
picked languages to convey
his messages. The world
would have noted his stern
message for sure.

Time has come to raze to
the ground the remaining

structure of terrorists,” the
Prime Minister said in a
veiled dare to Pakistan, a
day after India announced
strong retaliatory measures
in the wake of the Kashmir
attack. Modi said the will
of 140 crore Indians will
now break the back of the
handlers of terrorists. The
Prime Minister also said in
the Kashmir terror attack,

someone lost their son,

someone a brother, someone
“

a partner. Someone spoke

Bangla, someone Kannada,

someone Marathi, someone

was Odia, someone Gujarati

and someone was a son

of Bihar. Today Kargil

to Kanyakumari, our

anguish is one, our anger

. ” . .

is one, he said, framing

the Kashmir attack as an

assault on India’s national

consciousness.
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India revokes visas to Pakistanis,
asks Indians in Pak to I'BIIII‘II

Agency: In a sweeping
diplomatic retaliation to the
recent deadly terror attack
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, the Indian
government on Thursday
revoked all visas issued
to Pakistani nationals and
suspended all categories of
visa services for Pakistan.
In an official statement, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said the move
followed decisions taken
by the Cabinet Committee
on Security or CCS in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam
attack. Effective April
27, 2025, all valid visas
issued to Pakistani nationals
have been cancelled. Even
the medical visas - often
extended on humanitarian
grounds - have been given
a limited window. They will
remain valid only until April
29, 2025. Moreover, India
has completely suspended
visa services for Pakistani
nationals and no new
visas will be processed or
issued until further notice.
“All existing valid visas
issued by India to Pakistani

Punjab Govt set to recruit 1,000 doctors
in biggest hiring drive in decades

Agency: In a major boost
to the state’s healthcare
infrastructure, the Punjab
Government has announced
a massive recruitment drive
to fill 1,000 vacancies for
medical officers (MBBS
doctors ). This recruitment
drive is said to be the
largest in decades, which

would address long-pending
shortages in government
hospitals and health centres
across the state. The
interested candidates can
apply through the website
of Baba Farid University of
Health Sciences (BFUHS ),
Faridkot, from April 25

to May 15. The details

regarding eligibility,
selection criteria and
application procedures are
expected to be available
on the BFUHS website.
Meanwhile, the Punjab
Civil Medical Services
Association (PCMSA )
has welcomed the state
government's decision.

CRPF launches biggest operation
of 2025; three Naxals killed

Agency: The operation
launched from the Bijapur
district of Chhattisgarh to
Karregutta hills in Mulugu
district across the border in
Telangana has clocked over 60
hours after it was launched on
Monday with close to 5,000
troops apart from backup
units. The forces and Maoists
were exchanging fire till the
fore noon of Thursday and
it is expected to continue,
they said. The assault is led
by the 210th battalion of
CRPF’s CoBRA units and has
teams from the Chhattisgarh
police, its special task force
, DRG, some regular CRPF
units and Telangana Police,
they said. Around 9:30 am
on Thursday, three bodies of
female Maoists along with an
equal number of weapons has
been seized. The operation
is continuing, a senior CRPF
officer told PTI. CRPF
Director General G P Singh
is monitoring the operation
from Raipur and Jagdalpur

since Apr11 21, he said. About
four helicopters, two drone
squadrons comprising 20 big
and small unmanned aerial
vehicles in each along with
satellite imagery and maps
provided by the NTRO have
been deployed to track Hidma,
the top commander of the
PLGA battalion no 1, the
officer said. Inputs suggested
that Hidma was seen around a
bunker built in the Karregutta
Hills along with an armed
squad and the operation was
launched on this information,
a second officer said. This is
the biggest operation launched
by any of the security agencies

o

in or around Chhattisgarh
this year, he said. The hill
area is dotted with many
improvised explosive devices
and the forces are still on

the job, the officer said. The
offensive is part of the Union
government's declaration to
end Left Wing Extremism
from the country by March,
2026. Chhattisgarh and its
border areas remain the “last
bastion” of this task, according
to officials.

nationals stand revoked

with effect from 27 April
2025. Medical visas issued
to Pakistani nationals will
be valid only till 29 April
2025,” the MEA statement
read. “All Pakistani nationals
currently in India must leave
India before the expiry of
visas, as now amended,”

it added. Additionally, the
Indian government has

also asked its citizens to
avoid travelling to Pakistan
and those already in the
neighbouring country

have been advised to

return to India at the
earliest possible. Terrorists
attacked tourists at Baisaran
meadow in Pahalgam on
Tuesday, killing as many

as 26 people, mostly

tourists, while leaving
several injured, in one

of the deadliest attacks

in the Valley since the
2019 Pulwama strike in
which 40 personnel of the
Indian Army were killed.
As part of its diplomatic
outreach, India summoned
ambassadors from multiple
countries, including
Germany, Japan, Poland,
the United Kingdom, Russia
and China to brief them

on the Pahalgam attack.
The Ministry of External
Affairs conveyed details of
the strike, responsibility for
which was claimed by The
Resistance Front (TRF), an
affiliate of Pakistan-based
and banned terror outfit
Lashkar-e-Taiba.

High time India cuts Pakistan’s
‘jugular veins’: Ex-US official

on Pahalgam attack

Agency: Former Pentagon
official Michael Rubin on
Thursday called Pakistan
Army Chief Asim Munir’s
remarks about Kashmir
being their “jugular vein” a
direct provocation to India
in the days leading up to the
Pahalgam attack that claimed
26 lives. The ex-US official
went a step ahead and said
that India needs to go ahead
and cut “Pakistan’s jugular”,
reported news agency ANIL.
“Certainly that speech seemed
to green light terror. Asim
Munir said that Kashmir is the
jugular vein. What India now
needs to do is to cut Pakistan’s
jugular. There's no ifs, ands,
or buts. There are no shortcuts
anymore. Asim Munir gave the
green light,” Rubin was quoted
as telling ANI. Saying that
Pakistan is “playing the West
for fools,” Rubin said that
Islamabad has now opened
a new front against India in
Bangladesh. “But we also
know, based on geography,
based on precedent, and based
on ideological swamp, that it
is Pakistan’s ISI, that they are

logistically and ideologically
the only country that is the
suspect right now,” Rubin
continued. Questioning the
timing of the attack, Rubin
said that Pakistan’s intention
was to draw the world’s
attention away from US Vice
President JD Vance's visit

to India. He further urged
the US to not “let Pakistan
get away with it.” Rubin
further compared the attacks
on Pahalgam to the October
7 Hamas attacks on Israel.
Addressing the Convention
for Overseas Pakistanis last
week, General Munir said,
“Our stance is absolutely clear,
it was our jugular vein, it
will be our jugular vein. We
will not forget it. We will not
leave our Kashmiri brothers
in their heroic struggle.” zIn
response, the Ministry of
External Affairs stated: “How
can anything foreign be in a
jugular vein ? This is a union
territory of India. Its only
relationship with Pakistan

is the vacation of illegally
occupied territories by that
country.”

Pak pauses shuts airspace for India after Ilelm dlnlomatlc strike

Agency: A day after
India launched a major
diplomatic offensive
against Pakistan following
the deadly Pahalgam
terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir, Islamabad
has announced a series
of retaliatory measures,
including shutting down the
Wagah border, suspending
all SAARC visas for Indian
nationals, and closing
its airspace for Indian
airlines. Invoking the Simla
Agreement, Islamabad said
it would hold all bilateral
pacts with India in abeyance
unless New Delhi desists
from non-adherence to
“international law and UN
resolutions on Kashmir”.

The move came less
than 24 hours after India
announced a five-pronged
diplomatic response
following the Pahalgam
carnage — one of the
deadliest civilian attacks

in the Valley in recent
years - which included
suspending the Indus Waters
Treaty and scaling down
diplomatic presence on
both sides. On Thursday,
in a statement issued after
a meeting of the National
Security Committee
chaired by Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
Islamabad termed India’s
steps as “unilateral, unjust,
politically motivated and
devoid of legal merit”.
The Wagah border will

be closed with immediate
effect. All transit from
India through this route is
suspended. Indian nationals
who entered Pakistan
through Wagah with valid
endorsements must return
by April 30.

All bilateral agreements,
including the Simla
Agreement, are put on hold.

All visas under the
SAARC Visa Exemption

Scheme (SVES) issued to
Indian nationals have been
cancelled with immediate
effect, barring Sikh religious
pilgrims. Indians currently
in Pakistan under the
scheme have been asked to
leave within 48 hours.

Pakistan’s airspace is
now closed for all Indian-
owned or Indian-operated
airlines.

All trade with India,
including via third
countries, has been
suspended.

The Indian Defence,
Naval and Air Advisors
in Islamabad have been
declared persona non
grata and must leave
the country by April 30.
Their positions in the
High Commission stand
annulled.

The strength of India’s
High Commission in
Islamabad will be reduced
to 30 staff members by

the end of the month.
Pakistan “vehemently
rejected” India’s decision
to hold the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance,
calling it a “binding

international agreement
brokered by the World
Bank.”

India, which has in the
past repeatedly pulled up
Pakistan for being a safe

haven for terrorists, has
blamed Islamabad for the
Pahalgam attack. Pakistan,
for its part, called the
allegations “frivolous,
devoid of rationality.



