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Amit Shah directs states
to expel Pakistanis

Agency: A day after
India cancelled all existing
visas for Pakistani nationals,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday directed all
Chief Ministers to identify
and remove citizens of
the neighbouring country
from their respective states
immediately. Following a
high-level meeting with
top officials, Amit Shah
instructed Chief Ministers of
all states to take immediate
steps to deport them. In
the wake of the Pahalgam
terror attacks, India asked
all Pakistani citizens to
leave India by April 27.
The Centre further stated
that Pakistani citizens with
medical visas will get an
additional two days but will
have to leave the country by
April 29. s“In continuation
of the decisions made by

the Cabinet Committee on
Security in the wake of

the Pahalgam terror attack,
the government of India
has decided to suspend

visa services to Pakistani
nationals with immediate
effect,” the MEA said in

a statement on Thursday.
Additionally, India “strongly
advised” its nationals against
travelling to Pakistan. The
recent move to cancel visas
for Pakistani nationals came
amid India’s multipronged
offensive - from pausing
the 1960 Indus Water
Treaty to shutting down

the Attari land-transit

post - against Islamabad
after Pakistan-backed
terrorists opened fired

on tourists on Tuesday,
killing 26. The terrorists
had singled out Hindu

male tourists and shot them

Misleading narrative huilt on
‘wagf hy user: Centre defends
law in Supreme Court

Agency: Defending the
amendments brought to the
wagqf law, the Centre on
Friday argued against any
interim pause of provisos
while challenges on grounds
of religion and property are
being heard by the Supreme
Court. The Centre further
argued that even if all
wagfs, including ‘waqf by
user’, had to be mandatorily
registered under the original
act of 1923, several private
and government lands were
claimed under ‘waqf by
user’, leading to deprivation
of valuable property rights
of individual citizens and
unauthorised claims over
public properties. “A
deliberate, purposeful and
intentionally misleading
narrative is built very
mischievously, giving
the impression that those
wagqfs including ‘waqf by
user’ which do not have
documents to support their
claims will be affected.
This is not only untrue and
false but purposefully and
deliberately misleading
court,” said the Centre
in its counter-affidavit.

In its reply to petitions
challenging the Waqf
(Amendment ) Act, the
Centre stated that ‘waqf by
user’ has been recognised
only upon registration for
the past 100 years and not
by word of mouth. “Hence,
the amendment aligns

with consistent practice,”
the Centre told the bench.
“Taking away the statutory
protection to a waqf by user
does not deprive a person

of the Muslim community
to create a waqf,” stated
the Centre. The Centre
went on to say that the only
mandatory requirement for
being protected under the
proviso is that ‘wagqf by
user’ should be registered
on 08.04.2025 since
registration has always
been mandatory. The
Centre further said that
those who avoided getting
registered under ‘waqf

by user’ cannot claim the
benefits of the proviso.
‘Wagqf by user’ refers to
land or property that is
considered wagqf due to its
long-term use for religious
purposes. Even without
formal documentation or a
written deed, such property
could be declared ‘wagqf
by user’, depending on its
usage over time. Earlier
this month, the Supreme
Court flagged concerns over
the removal of the ‘waqf
by user’, the inclusion

of non-Muslims on waqf
boards and the powers

of the Collector when it
comes to determining the
status of waqf on disputed
government land. “We

do not stay legislation
normally at this stage of
the challenge unless in
exceptional circumstances.
This appears to be an
exception. Our concern

is that if waqf-by-user is
de-notified, there could

be huge consequences,”
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna observed while
flagging certain provisions
of the act.

Octro1 Post closed for
civilians after India,
Pak shut border

Agency: The government
on Friday closed the Octroi
Post at India-Pakistan
International Border for
civilian movement as New
Delhi strikes back against
Islamabad following the
Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 people on April
22. No civilians will be
allowed to visit the border at
the Octroi Border Security
Force (BSF) post in the RS
Pura sector of Jammu and
Kashmir, which is a popular
tourist spot, according to
officials. The Attari border,
the main crossing point
between India and Pakistan,
had already been closed, and
operations at the Integrated
Check Post were suspended
as part of India’s response

to the terror attack, carried
out by The Resistance Front
(TRF), an offshoot of the
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT). A group of
terrorists opened fire in a
meadow near the popular
tourist hub of Pahalgam

in South Kashmir on
Tuesday afternoon, killing
26 people, most of them
tourists. This marks one

of the deadliest attacks in
the region in recent years
and has triggered a strong
response from India, which
has accused Pakistan of
facilitating and promoting
cross-border terrorism. In a
significant retaliatory move,
India has suspended the
Indus Waters Treaty of 1960
with immediate effect.

dead, according to tourists.
One terrorist had even
asked a woman to “go tell
(Prime Minister ) Modi”.
“The terrorists suddenly
appeared and began firing
indiscriminately. While
some of them opened fire,

others grabbed the Hindus
present and forced them to
recite the Azan. Then they
resumed firing and shot

my father and uncle,” a
woman, who was present

at the spot, told Agency.
She added that the terrorists

claimed that their religion
was “in danger” because
of Hindus. On Thursday,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi warned that “India
will identify and punish
every terrorist, and those
behind them.”

UeI, Af-ar
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Top LeT commander Killed in
gunfight in J&K’s Bandipora

Agency: India drew
first blood in its operation
to identify and eliminate
those behind the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack,
with top Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) commander Altaf
Lalli killed in an encounter
in Bandipora. The operation
is part of a wider security
crackdown to track down
LeT terrorists suspected to
be involved in the attack
that claimed 26 lives. On
Friday morning, acting
on specific intelligence
about the presence of
terrorists, a joint search
operation was launched
by the Indian Army and
Jammu and Kashmir Police
in Bandipora. Contact
was established with the
terrorists, leading to a
firefight.

Earlier, sources reported
that one of the terrorists
being pursued by security
forces had sustained
injuries during the initial
exchange of fire. In the

same encounter, two police
personnel - both part of the
personal security team of

a senior officer-were also
injured. Meanwhile, Army
Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi arrived in Srinagar,
where he was briefed on
the ongoing operation in
Bandipora. He is scheduled
to conduct a comprehensive
security review of the
situation and assess the
progress of the operation
aimed at tracking down LeT
terrorists suspected to be
behind the Pahalgam terror
attack.

In another development,
the houses of two terrorists
believed to be involved in
the Pahalgam attack were
destroyed by security forces
and J&K authorities on
Friday. While the residence
of Lashkar terrorist Adil
Hussain Thoker in Bijbehara
was blown up using IEDs,
the house of Asif Sheikh in
Tral was demolished with
a bulldozer. Adil Thoker

is believed to have played
a key role in helping the
Pakistani terrorists plan
and carry out the attack in
the scenic Baisaran Valley
that left 26 people dead.
The Anantnag Police has
announced a reward of Rs
20 lakh for information on
Thoker and two Pakistani
nationals - Ali Bhai and
Hashim Musa - who carried
out the attack. The sketches
of the trio have also
been released as security
forces launched a massive
hunt for the attackers.
The attackers, believed
to be 4-5 in number,
emerged from the dense
pine forest surrounding
the Baisaran valley on
Tuesday and started firing
indiscriminately with AK-
47 rifles at tourists.

Some survivors said
the terrorists, in military
fatigues, checked the IDs
to verify religion, and
executed those identified as
non-Muslims, point-blank.

From where terrorists came and shot the tourists in
Pahalgam?: Walked 20 km from 7ral forest to Pahalgam

At Baisaran Valley,
a popular tourist spot,
visitors were taking photos,
filming videos, and enjoying
adventure activities when
sudden gunfire broke out.
Initially unaware as they
were far from the firing,
tourists soon realised an
attack was underway.
Terrorists emerged from
the forest and opened fire,
killing 26 people within
10—15 minutes before
disappearing back into
the woods. They remain
untraceable. Reports
suggest five terrorists were
involved—three locals
and two foreigners. To
investigate why Baisaran
was targeted and how the
attackers reached there,

Investigations revealed
that the firing began from
the direction of the forest,
making nearby tourists the
terrorists’ first targets. The
forest path connects to Tral
and Kishtwar, both known
terrorist strongholds. The
attackers came from Tral’s
forests. While the road
distance from Pahalgam
to Tral is about 55 km,
the forest route shortens
it to around 20 km—an
advantage the terrorists
used. Now, Pahalgam'’s
roads are deserted. There
are no tourists, and
all shops, hotels, and
restaurants are shut.

Intelligence sources
suggest the terrorists had
local support—essential
for carrying out such a
large-scale attack. Anantnag
police and investigating
agencies have questioned
over 200 people so far,
including tourist guides,
horsemen, food stall
vendors, activity organisers,
and shopkeepers. All have
been instructed not to
speak to the media until
the investigation concludes.
Some shopkeepers revealed
that Pahalgam’s peak tourist

season runs from April to
November, with over 300
shops—now all shut—due
to high rents and heavy
footfall. Around 200 people
work in Baisaran Valley,
including food vendors,
horse riders, and bikers,

all of whom have since
returned home.

A video from the time
of the attack went viral, in
which a Kashmiri man is
seen running with a child
on his shoulders. This is
Sajjad Ahmad Bhatt from
Pahalgam. Sajjad says, ‘I
am a tourist guide. I also
sell shawls. When the attack
happened, I was at home. I
found out that there was an
attack in Baisaran Valley.
Many people are injured.’

‘I reached there
immediately. People were
running there. They were
panicked. They were
asking for water. I gave
them water. There were
other local people present
as well. We had no means
to bring the injured down.
So we carried them on
our shoulders and ran
downwards. 10-15 people
were taken to the hospital
on horses. That’s when
someone made a video
of me and it went viral.’
‘People think that I was the
only one who carried the
injured on my shoulders.
There were many people
doing the same. I carried
children and some other
people.’

Nazakat Ahmed Shah,
like Sajjad, saved 11 tourists
from Chhattisgarh—four
couples and three children.
He often visits Chhattisgarh
to sell shawls and works as
a tourist guide the rest of
the year. Familiar with the
group, he had shown them
around Gulmarg and Jammu
before reaching Pahalgam.
At 12:30, while they were
playing in Baisaran Valley-
crowded with 1,000—2,000
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tourists-sudden gunfire rang
out. Initially mistaking it
for firecrackers, Najakat
soon realised the danger as
panic spread. He quickly lay
down with the group, then
picked up the children-one
in his arms, another on his
back, and one by the hand-
and led everyone down to
safety. After discovering
a woman had been left
behind, he returned to the
valley to rescue her.

Nazakat said the firing
began from the opposite
side of where they stood,
initially from a hill. Soon,
gunfire came from multiple
directions, but they couldn't
see anyone. He acted
swiftly, guiding the group
to safety.

Sources say, ‘The
terrorists knew that there
is no security in Baisaran
Valley. There are no CCTV
cameras around either.
About 5 km away from
the valley, there is a CRPF
camp down the hill. It may
take them half an hour
to reach the spot. 2?77
Baisaran Valley can only be
accessed on foot or by horse
and ATV bikes. Therefore,
the terrorists escaped
through the forest path
before the security forces
could arrive.” We spoke
to retired Brigadier Vijay
Sagar, who has served in
North Kashmir and Srinagar
and now resides in Jammu,

Terrorist shot him, waited until he died: Pahalgam Attack survivor

Agency: In an emotional
exclusive interview, Shital
Kalathiya, the wife of
Shailesh Kalathiya who was
killed in the recent Pahalgam
terror attack, recounted the
horror of witnessing her
husband being shot dead
by terrorists. Cradling him
in her lap after he was hit,
Shital was left begging
for help that never came.
She recalled that they had
only been at Pahalgam’s
popular “Mini Switzerland”
spot for 10—15 minutes
with their two children and

other families when gunfire
erupted. Initially confused,
they asked a nearby
shopkeeper who also claimed
it was the first time he’d
heard such sounds. Moments
later, terrorists appeared and
ordered the group to separate
by religion - Hindus on one
side, Muslims on the other.
“All the Hindu men
were shot on the spot within
two to three minutes,” she
said in an interview. Shital
described how she couldn’t
move while her husband
lay wounded in her lap,

fearing for her children as
the terrorists stood nearby.

“I just kept hoping someone
would come to save my
husband. We heard so many
gunshots, but no security,
military, or police came.”
She added that even after the
terrorists left, there was no
immediate help.

Locals urged the
remaining people to flee with
their children in case the
attackers returned. “I carried
my children barefoot through
knee-deep mud to safety,”
she said.

about the attack’s method

and location. When asked
how the terrorists managed
to reach Baisaran Valley
and vanish, he explained,
“Baisaran Valley is flanked
by mountains and forests
on both sides. The forest

to the left is part of the
mountain range extending
to Kishtwar, while the right
side has the forests of Tral.”

He said, “Tral’s forest
is a known terrorist
stronghold, supported by
both Pakistan and locals.

It lies adjacent to Baisaran
Valley and offers the safest
hiding place for terrorists.

I believe they entered
Baisaran through this
route.” Tourism in Kashmir
has been thriving over the
past 3—4 years, generating
significant income-up to

2 crore daily during peak
season. However, Pahalgam
is now deserted.

“This is the first time
terrorists have deliberately
targeted tourists in Jammu
and Kashmir. In the past,
tourists were occasionally
caught in crossfire, but
never intentionally attacked.
I suspect that beyond
Pakistan’s involvement,
China may also have a
hand in this,” he added.

He also noted, “The US
Vice President, JD Vance,
recently visited India. There
were ongoing discussions
around large-scale

investments, including
business talks in Saudi
Arabia.”

Retired Lieutenant
General Sanjay Kulkarni
stated that Pakistan is
behind the attack. After
the abrogation of Article
370, rumours spread that
outsiders would settle in
Kashmir and buy land.
With ISI's support, terrorist
groups aim to spread fear
and reignite opposition
to Article 370’s removal.
He noted that although
Baisaran was crowded at
the time, no one attempted
to catch the attackers—
unlike in Mumbai during
the Kasab incident—
indicating local support.
The attack occurred in
daylight, when tracking
terrorists is easier, yet they
vanished without trace.

He added that Pakistan

has invested millions in
terrorism in Kashmir and
doesn’t want it to go to
waste. As tourism has
flourished over the last 4—5
years, this attack also serves
as a warning to Kashmiris-
not to focus solely on
income but to remember
“their purpose.”

The terrorist involved in
the attack, Adil Hussain,
is a resident of Anantnag.
According to sources,

Adil went to Pakistan for
terrorist training in 2018.
It is suspected that he
infiltrated into Kashmir
through the border adjacent
to Poonch or Rajouri in
November or December
2024. It has also been
found that he hid in the
mountains for a long time.
Security agencies have
released sketches of Adil
and two other terrorists.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said during a
gathering in Bihar, ‘T
want to say in very clear
words that these terrorists
and those who conspired

this attack will receive a
punishment beyond their
imagination, they will
definitely be punished. The
time has come to bury the
remaining ground of the
terrorists into the soil. The
willpower of 140 crore
Indians will now break
the backbone of the terror
masterminds.” The central
government admitted on
Thursday that there was

a security lapse in the
Pahalgam attack. After
the all-party meeting,
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
that IB and Home Ministry
officials informed the
opposition leaders about
the security lapse in the
meeting.

The opposition said
that they are with the
government. After the
meeting, Rahul Gandhi
said that the government
has full support for every
action. Rahul will also visit
Anantnag on Friday to mee
the people injured in the
attack.

Indian Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi
will visit Srinagar on April
25. In light of the Pahalgan
attack, he will review the
security situation. Top
commanders of the local
military formation will brie:
General Dwivedi. They will
also provide information on
the anti-terrorist operations
being conducted in Kashmis
and along the Line of
Control (LoC).

There was a commotion
outside the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad.
Pakistani journalist Shafaqa
Ali shared a video of it on
social media platform X.

A large number of people
gathered outside the High
Commission and attempted
to break the gate and enter.
The people causing the
commotion also raised anti-
India slogans.

Killer had camera strapped to
head, filmed husband’s death

Agency: Pahalgam
tragedy survivors said on
Thursday the terrorists
recorded the massacre on
their bodycams while they
went about killing the
tourists one after another.
Sohini (37), the widow of
Florida-based techie Bitan
Adhikary (40), is yet to
come to terms with her
husband’s death. “I can't
wipe those nightmarish
moments from my memory.

The gunman who shot

my husband down had a
video camera strapped to
his forehead. It meant they
were recording the acts or
may have been streaming it
for some persons to watch,”
she said. Bitan was held at
gunpoint and after he kept
quiet when asked to reveal
his religion, he was asked
to recite the first kalma.
When he said he couldn’t,
admitting that he was a

Hindu, he was shot dead.
Recounting the moments
at Baisaran Valley before
the massacre, Sohini said:
“We were having a good
time in the valley when we
saw some people coming
over and asking questions.
Suddenly, we heard
gunshots. Everyone ducked
down as the militants came
up to us and asked our
identities. An elderly man
remained silent.



