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Over 300 mjured after explosion

at port in Iran Bandar Abbas

Agency: A massive
explosion shook the Shahid
Rajaee port in southern
Iran’s Bandar Abbas on
Saturday, injuring at least
516 people, according
to state media reports.

The blast coincided with
the start of a third round
of nuclear negotiations
between Iran and the
United States in Oman,
though authorities have

yet to determine the exact
cause. However, an official
said that the blast came
from containers at Rajaei
port in the city. According
to The Jerusalem Post,

the blast occurred near

an Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) naval
base. However, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF ) has
denied any involvement

in the explosion. Social
media videos showed black
billowing smoke after the
blast. Other videos captured
damage to buildings and
vehicles, while several
people were seen helping
the injured and inspecting

Bengal man shares photos of

the wreckage. “A number
of containers stored at the
Shahid Rajaee Port wharf
exploded, triggering the
incident. Evacuation and
transfer of the injured

to medical facilities are
underway,” news agency
Reuters quoted a local crisis
management official as

saying. He added that rescue
teams have been rushed to
the accident site while local
authorities were attempting
to evacuate the site. Shahid
Rajaei Port is a major hub
for container traffic, with
additional facilities for oil
storage and petrochemical
operations. The National

‘Pakistani bhaiya’ with guns

Agency: A man from West
Bengal is now under police
scanner after sharing photos
of himself with his “friends
from Pakistan,” posing
with firearms. The photos,
uploaded by the man from
Nadia district on his Facebook
story, showed him with others
holding what seemed to be
AK-47-style rifles. The story
was captioned “Pakistani
bhaiya”, triggering alarm
bells as the country remains
on high alert following the
recent Pahalgam terror attack.
Police swung into action after
screenshots of the photos were
flagged to senior officials.
“The young man is currently
under the scanner. A case
has already been registered
at the Krishnagar Kotwali
police station on Saturday.

An investigation has been
launched. His Facebook
profile is being thoroughly
scrutinised by the detectives,”
a top official of the West

Army Recruitment To NCC Ca

Bengal Police said. According
to police sources, “the youth
was immediately identified by
sources soon after the police
received the suspicious photos.
He was last seen in his village
during the last Eid. His parents
are being questioned by the
police. The investigation
is underway”. “During the
preliminary investigation, it
has been revealed that the
youth left his home three
years ago and went to Qatar to
get a job.

A year ago, he returned
to India from Qatar but
moved to Mumbai a few days
later to join another job at
a relative’s hotel,” another
source in the Bengal Police
added. However, a top police
official said the matter appears
quite suspicious and added
that all possible angles are
being thoroughly investigated.
“Preliminary investigation
suggests that he met these
people during his time abroad.

We are trying to trace him as
soon as possible,” the official
said. During questioning, the
youth's parents told the police
that their son was evicted
from the village about three
years ago after he eloped with
a married Hindu woman, and
since then, they have had

no contact with him. Their
statement has been recorded
and is currently being verified,
a police source said. Security
agencies across the country are
on high alert after 26 people
were killed by Pakistan-
based terrorists in Jammu

and Kashmir’s Pahalgam on
April 22. The terror outfit, the
Resistance Front, an offshoot
of Lashkar-e-Taiba, has
claimed responsibility for the
attack. In the aftermath, India-
Pakistan relations hit a new
low and tensions escalated

as New Delhi reiterated its
accusations of Islamabad
perpetuating cross-border
terrorism.

Iranian Petroleum
Refining and Distribution
Company (NIPRDC )
has clarified that the
recent explosion and fire
at Shahid Rajaee Port
had no impact on its oil
facilities. “The explosion
and fire in Shahid Rajaee
Port have no connection

to refineries, fuel tanks,
distribution complexes and
oil pipelines related to this
company,” NIPRDC said

in an official statement.
The blast occurred at a
time when US special
envoy Steve Witkoff and
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi are leading

nuclear negotiations,
backed by technical teams
from both sides.

The aim of the
negotiations is a new deal
to curb Iran’s nuclear
program, which Tehran
insists is peaceful, in
exchange for sanctions
relief

Agency: Breaking his
silence on the escalating
tensions with India, a rattled
Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said he was
ready for a “neutral and
transparent investigation”
into the Pahalgam terror
attack but underscored that
the country was prepared
for any misadventure. “The
recent tragedy in Pahalgam
is yet another example of
this perpetual blame game,
which must come to a
grinding halt. Continuing
with its role as a responsible
country, Pakistan is open to
participating in any neutral,
transparent and credible
investigation,” the Pakistani
Prime Minister said. Sharif’s
remarks signal a toning
down of the rhetoric that
has been seen lately by
other Pakistani leaders and
his ministers, who have
accused India of “staging”
the Pahalgam terror attack
to create a crisis in the
region”. Echoing Pakistani
army chief Asim Munir,
Sharif said Pakistan’s
founder Muhammad Ali
Jinnah had called Kashmir
a “jugular vein” of the
country. “Pakistan shall
continue to support the
right of self-determination
of the Kashmiri people

till they achieve their

rights through their great
struggle and sacrifices,”

the Pakistan PM said.
Pahalgam was witness to
one of the deadliest terrorist
attacks in Kashmir in
recent years after Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorists killed

26 tourists in the scenic
Baisaran Valley, dubbed as
‘mini Switzerland'. India,
which has indirectly held
Pakistan responsible for the
terror attack, responded
with a raft of punitive
measures and downgraded
diplomatic ties. Apart from
suspending the Indus Waters
Treaty, India has cancelled
the issuance of visas to
Pakistanis and closed the
Wagah-Attari border.
Pakistan has also responded
with tit-for-tat measures
and closed its airspace to
Indian-owned and operated
airlines. On the suspension
of the Indus treaty, Sharif
warned that any attempt

to reduce or divert water
belonging to Pakistan would
be responded to with “full
force”. The Indus rivers are
a lifeline for Pakistan and
provide water for 80% of its
agricultural land. Moreover,
a third of its hydropower
also depends on the Indus
basin’s water.

Felt trapped & isolated’: Rahul Gandhi
on why he led Bharat Jodo Yaira

Agency: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday said he led his
political Bharat Jodo
Yatra as his party was
“not allowed” to operate
the way they wanted and
that it felt “completely
trapped and isolated”.
Addressing the Bharat
Summit in Hyderabad,
the leader of opposition
in the Lok Sabha said
that “all avenues were
compromised, the
media and the general
atmosphere”. “Some years
ago, we in the Congress
party felt completely
trapped and isolated. This
new politics, aggressive
politics, where the
Opposition is not talked
to, but the idea is to crush
the Opposition, we found
that all our avenues were
compromised, the media,

the general atmosphere,
did not allow us to operate
the way we wanted, so we
reached back into history,
and decided to walk from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir,”
Rahul Gandhi was quoted
as saying by news agency
ANI. The Congress leader
said democratic politics has
changed over the past 10
years and that the tools that
worked back then wouldn’t
anymore. He said “new
type of politicians need

to be constructed”. “A

we all know, democratic
politics has fundamentally
changed across the globe,
the rules that would apply
a decade ago, simply

don’t apply anymore.
When [ speak to younger
member of party, the

tools that worked 10 years
ago, simply do not work
anymore. They cannot
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face the concentration of
capital, modern media,
modern social media,

so in a sense, the old
politician is dead, and a
new type of politicians
need to be constructed.
That is the challenge

in front of us,” Rahul
Gandhi said. He further

said that “we should

think about education,
regaining democratic

space, healthcare, each

one of us has a particular
view about that”. Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra
was a 4,000 kilometer
march from Kanyakumari
to Kashmir, launched in

September 2022. Organised
by the Congress party, the
yatra aimed to connect
with people across India,
addressing issues like
unemployment, inflation,
and social harmony. It
marked a major political
outreach effort for Rahul
Gandhi.

They didn’t even recognise...:

Sanjeew Jayaswal ] BNM

Gaya: In the ATC First Camp organized by

6 Bihar Battalion NCC at GD Goenka School
located on Patna Gaya Main Road, the Army
Recruitment Officer from Army Recruitment
Office (ARO), Gaya told the NCC cadets in
detail about how to make a career in the army
and various entries of officers in the army. Major
Avinash Giri, who is leading the ARO team,
gave detailed information about the Agniveer
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scheme and said that “C” certificate pass NCC
cadets get 20 marks separately in the recruitment
exam and B certificate pass NCC cadets get 15
additional marks in the recruitment exam. If the
same NCC cadet has done a 2-year course of ITI
with C certificate, then he is given additional 30
marks in the recruitment exam and the candidate
who has passed the 1-year ITI course is given

additional 20 marks. The Major said that if any
NCC cadet joins Agniveer Technical Recruitment
after doing a diploma in engineering, then the

C certificate pass NCC cadet gets additional 50
marks in the recruitment exam. Therefore, NCC
cadets who have done technical courses get a
chance to join the army very easily as compared
to other candidates in recruitment. In Officers

Speeding pickup truck Kkills 6 workers
on Delhi-Mumbai expressway

Agency: Six workers
engaged in cleaning work
were killed, while five
others were critically
injured after a speeding
pickup vehicle hit them
near Ibrahimbas village
on the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway under Ferozpur
Jhirka police station in
district Nuh on Saturday
morning. The injured have
been admitted to a hospital
for treatment, where their
condition remains critical.
The accident took place

around 10 am when about
11 sanitation workers were
cleaning the expressway.
Suddenly, a speeding pickup
vehicle hit these workers.
The collision was so severe
that six workers died on the
spot. Locals immediately
informed the police and
helped in taking the injured
to the hospital. Soon, a huge
crowd gathered on the road.
Ambulances, road safety
agency vehicles, and police
teams also reached the spot.
A senior police officer said

that the deceased have not
been identified yet. Five
deceased are said to be
residents of Kheri Kalan
village and one resident
of Jhimrawat village. The
cause of the accident is
being investigated, and
action has been initiated
against the pickup driver,
who managed to flee
away from the spot.
circumstances of the
accident will be ascertained
with the help of CCTV
footage and other evidence.

“The

Entry, C certificate holder cadets directly
qualify for SSB without giving the exam and can
become officers in the army. During this, Camp
Commandant Pankaj Kumar (Kirti Chakra)
encouraged the cadets. On this occasion, Adam
Officer Colonel Vishal Sharma, Subedar Major
Vikram Singh, Subedar Sanjay Sharma, Arvind
Sharma and others were present.

Houses of 3 more J&K terrorists
blown up after Pahalgam attack

Agency: After the
gruesome terror attack in
Pahalgam, which killed
26 people, Indian security
forces have taken strong
action against terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir. On
Friday night, they destroyed
the houses of three known
terrorists in different
districts—Shopian, Kulgam,
and Pulwama. These terrorists
were linked to the group
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). In
Shopian, the house of terrorist
Shahid Ahmed Kuttey, a
top LeT commander, was

razed. He had been involved
in terror activities for 3—4
years. In Kulgam, the home
of terrorist Zahid Ahmed was
demolished. In Pulwama,

the houses of Ahsan Ul

Haq, Ehsan Ahmad Sheikh,
and Haris Ahmad were

also destroyed using blasts.
Earlier, on Thursday, the
homes of two more terrorists-
Adil Hussain Thoker and Asif
Sheikh-were blown up. They
were believed to be involved
in the Pahalgam attack,
where gunmen opened fire on
tourists in Baisaran valley.

Omar Abdullah on Pak’s
probe offer into Pahalgam

Agency: Hitting out at Pakistan’s
Shehbaz Sharif over his offer for a
“neutral” probe into the Pahalgam
terror attack, J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah pointed out that Islamabad
had initially denied the incident and
accused New Delhi of “staging” it. “First
of all, they did not even recognise that
something had happened in Pahalgam.
First, they said that India was behind
it. For the people who made allegations
against us in the first place, it is
difficult to say anything about it now.

I don’t want to give much importance

to their statements,” Abdullah said.
Abdullah’s reaction came after the
Pakistani Prime Minister, rattled by the
increasing tensions with India, said he
was ready for a “neutral and transparent
investigation” into the terror attack that
left 26 tourists dead. “The recent tragedy
in Pahalgam is yet another example of
this perpetual blame game, which must
come to a grinding halt. Continuing with
its role as a responsible country, Pakistan
is open to participating in any neutral,
transparent and credible investigation,”
Sharif said while speaking on the
incident for the first time. Previously,
Pakistan’s defence minister, Khawaja
Asif, had accused India of “staging”

the Pahalgam attack to create a “crisis

in the region”, while Bilawal Bhutto

said India was blaming it to conceal

the failures of its own government.
Pahalgam was witness to one of the
deadliest terrorist attacks on civilians in
Kashmir after Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists
killed 26 tourists in the scenic Baisaran
Valley. India, which has indirectly held
Pakistan responsible for the terror attack,
responded with a series of punitive
measures and downgraded diplomatic
ties. The incident has also sparked
large-scale cancellations of bookings,
and an exodus of tourists from Kashmir.
Reacting to it, Abdullah said, “I can
understand the fear among the tourists.
But I want to tell them that if they leave
Kashmir during these times, then it may
make our enemies win. They targeted
tourists because they wanted to send all
the tourists out of Kashmir.”



