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Agency: Spain and
Portugal were hit by a
widespread power blackout
on Monday that affected
public transport, caused
large traffic jams and
delayed airline flights,
and utility operators were
scrambling to restore
the grid. Spain’s Prime
Minister’s office said that
the government is working
“to identify the origin”
of the massive blackout.
Authorities were unable

to explain the cause of the
outage at least an hour
after it occurred, though

a possible cyberattack

had not been ruled out
and investigations were
ongoing, officials said. A
crisis committee was set
up in Spain to manage

the situation, according to
people familiar with the
situation. The Spanish and
Portuguese governments
convened emergency cabinet
meetings after the outage,

which also briefly affected
a part of France, which
borders northeastern Spain.
As per Reuters, Spanish
airport operator Aena said
that due to power outage,
some incidents are occurring
at airports. Portugal’s
utility REN confirmed a
cut in electricity across the
Iberian Peninsula that also
affected part of France,
while Spanish grid operator
Red Electrica said it was
working with regional

NIA court extends detention
of 26/11terror attack accused
Tahawwur Rana Ilv'12 days

Agency: The NIA court
on Monday prolonged the
detention period of 26/11
Mumbai terror attack
accused Tahawwur Rana
by an additional 12 days.
Rana, a Pakistan-born
Canadian national was in
NIA custody for 18 days
after his extradition to India
on April 10. Rana appeared
before the court with
his face concealed, amid
strict security measures.
Meanwhile, a report from
last week revealed that Rana
remained uncooperative
during questioning, as
reported by Mumbai Police.
When interrogated by a
Mumbai Crime Branch team
in Delhi on Wednesday,
the 64-year-old suspect
offered vague responses
throughout the eight-hour
session, providing minimal
support to further the
investigation. The National

—

Investigation Agency (NIA)
is being represented by
Senior advocate Dayan
Krishnan and special public
prosecutor Narender Mann
in the chamber proceedings.
Meanwhile, Rana’s legal
representation is being
handled by Advocate
Piyush Sachdeva from Delhi
Legal Services Authority.
The previous court order
mandated the NIA to
ensure Rana's medical
check-ups every 24 hours
and permitted lawyer
consultations on alternate
days. The court specified
that Rana could only use

a “soft-tip pen” and meet
his legal counsel with NIA
officials present, though

Danish Kaneria slams Shahid Afridi,
calls him out for extremist views

Agency: Former
Pakistan spinner Danish
Kaneria ripped into
Shahid Afridi for bizarre
claims against India in
the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terror attack.
Kaneria criticised Afridi
for his statements on the
incident, where the former
captain had claimed that
India facilitated the attack
on themselves and then
blamed Pakistan. Kaneria
slammed Afridi and said
that the player had a history
of aligning with extremist
views and that he should
not be given a platform to
speak his views anywhere
in the world. “He has
consistently aligned himself
with extremist views. In
my opinion, he should not
be given a platform on
Indian television or within
the country. Additionally,
he tried to persuade me
to convert to Islam and
declined to share a meal
with me, which I found
deeply disrespectful,”
Danish Kaneria reacted to
Shahid Afridi’s statements
on Monday, April 28.

In a video that has gone
viral, Afridi can be heard
mocking the Indian Army
by stating that none of
the soldiers came to the
area when the incident
was unfolding. Afridi
further alleged that India
carried out the terrorist

attack themselves and then
blamed it on Pakistan. “The
terrorists continued to kill
people in Pahalgam for

an hour, and not a single
Indian soldier out of 8 lakh
showed up. But when they
did, they blamed Pakistan,”
Afridi told local reporters
in Pakistan. “India carries
out terrorism itself, kills its
own people, and then puts
the blame on Pakistan,” he
said. The former captain of
the Pakistan cricket team
further vouched for the
country and stated that they
have always wanted peace
with their neighbours. “No
country or religion supports
terrorism. We always
support peace. Islam teaches
us peace only, and Pakistan
never supports such kinds of
acts. We have always tried
to improve our relations
with India.” “We received
so many threats before
travelling to India. During
the 2016 T20 World Cup, 1
was the captain, and I had
no clue whether we would
go or not. Sports diplomacy
is also good. They send
their kabaddi team here,
but they can’t send their
cricket team. If you want
to shut it down, then do it
completely, or let sport,”
Afridi concluded. In April
22, a cowardly attack was
carried out by terrorists in
Kashmir, which claimed 26
innocent lives.

positioned beyond hearing
range. During previous
proceedings, the NIA
requested Rana’s custody to
understand the conspiracy's
complete extent, stating
they needed to take him to
various sites to reconstruct
events from 17 years ago.
Rana, who closely associated
with 26/11 primary plotter
David Coleman Headley
(also known as Daood
Gilani, a US national ),

was extradited to India
following the US Supreme
Court’s April 4 rejection

of his extradition appeal.
On November 26, 2008,
ten Pakistani militants
infiltrated India’s financial
hub via the Arabian Sea
and executed coordinated
strikes on a railway station,
two premium hotels and a
Jewish centre. The assault,
lasting nearly 60 hours,
resulted in 166 casualties.

energy companies to restore
power. “All plans for the
phased restoration of energy
supply are being activated,
in coordination with
European energy producers
and operators,” a REN
spokesperson said. “REN is
in permanent contact with
official entities, namely the
National Civil Protection
Authority. At the same
time, the possible causes

of this incident are being
assessed.” The Portuguese

police said traffic lights
were affected across the
country, the metro was
closed in Lisbon and Porto,
and trains were not running.
Play at the Madrid Open
tennis tournament was
suspended, forcing 15th seed
Grigor Dimitrov and British
opponent Jacob Fearnley
off the court as scoreboards
went dark and overhead
cameras lost power. Spanish
radio stations said part of
the Madrid underground

was being evacuated. There
were traffic jams at Madrid
city centre as traffic lights
stopped working, Cader
Ser Radio station reported.
Hundreds of people stood
outside office buildings

on Madrid’s streets and
there was a heavy police
presence around key
buildings, directing traffic
as well as driving along
central atriums with lights,
according to a Reuters
witness. One of four tower

Large parts of Spain and Portugal hit by power outage, train services stopped

buildings in Madrid that
houses the British Embassy
had been evacuated, the
witness added. Local radio
reported people trapped

in stalled metro cars and
elevators. Portuguese police
said traffic lights were
affected across the country,
the metro was closed in
Lisbon and Porto, and trains
were not running. Lisbon’s
subway transport operator
Metropolitano de Lisboa
said the subway was at a

standstill with people still
inside the trains, according
to Publico newspaper. A
source at Portugal's TAP
Air said Lisbon airport
was running on back-up
generators, while AENA,
which manages 46 airports
in Spain, reported flight
delays around the country.
In France, grid operator
RTE said there was a brief
outage but power had been
restored. It was investigating
the cause.

Pak moving terrorists into bunkers after
India zeroes in on launch pacds: Sources

Agency: Fearing
retaliation from India after
the recent terror attack
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam, the Pakistani
Army has begun vacating
several terror launch pads
across Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK ) and
shifting terrorists to army
shelters and bunkers,
intelligence sources told.
The move came shortly after
Indian security agencies
identified multiple active
launch pads, prompting
a reshuffling of militant
positions. Intelligence inputs
indicate that terrorists
are being shifted from
key locations, including
Kel, Sardi, Dudhnial,
Athmugam, Jura, Lipa,
Pachhiban, Forward Kahuta,
Kotli, Khuiratta, Mandhar,
Nikail, Chamankot, and
Jankote in the occupied
Kashmir. These launch pads

have traditionally served
as critical hubs where
terrorists are stationed
before being guided across
the Line of Control (LoC)
into Jammu and Kashmir.
The sudden repositioning
suggested Pakistan’s
desperate bid to shield

its terror infrastructure
from Indian surveillance
and pre-emptive strikes,
as tensions along the LoC
escalated after the April 22
terror attack in Pahalgam,
which killed 26 people.
Last week, security forces
zeroed in on as many as
42 terror launch pads and
training centres situated
across Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, according to
sources, who also revealed
that an estimated 150 to
200 trained terrorists are
currently stationed across
various camps, ready for
infiltration attempts. An

SC allows return of passport

to Ranveer Allahbadia

Agency: The Supreme Court on
Monday allowed the return of passport to
podcaster Ranveer Allahbadia — facing
criminal probes in several states over his
controversial comment on parents and sex
on comedian Samay Raina’s YouTube
show ‘India’s Got Latent’ -- to enable
him to travel abroad for work. “We permit
the petitioner to apply to Maharashtra
Cyber Crime Bureau for release of his
passport. On such application..., let
passport be returned on such reasonable
terms and conditions to be stated. Passport
is ordered to be returned to enable him
to travel abroad,” a Bench of Justice
Surya Kant and Justice N Kotiswar
Singh said. However, if he is required to
appear before the police again, he must
comply with the same, it said. The top
court relaxed the bail condition regarding
surrender of passport after the Assam
and Maharashtra governments said the
investigation against him was complete.
The Bench told senior advocate Abhinav
Chandrachud, representing Allahbadia,
that it would consider his prayer for
clubbing the FIRs against the podcaster on
the next hearing. The Bench — which had
on the last date of hearing taken serious
objection to Raina’s remarks against
persons with disabilities — allowed senior
counsel Aparajita Singh, representing M/s
Cure SMA Foundation, to serve a notice
to the private respondents through the
Mumbeai Police Commissioner after she
said their addresses could not be traced.
On April 1, the top court had refused to
order the return of Allahbadia’s passport,
saying it would be considered after the
investigations were complete. “If we allow
you (Allahbadia) to travel (abroad), the

investigation may also get deferred,” the
Bench had said. The Bench had on March

3, allowed the podcaster to resume his
‘The Ranveer Show’ on YouTube after
he undertook not to use profane words
and maintain “morality and decency”.
Ranveer’s remarks on parents and sex

on comedian Samay Raina’s YouTube
show ‘India’s Got Latent’ triggered a
controversy, leading to several FIRs
being lodged against him in Maharashtra,
Assam and Rajasthan. In the eye of the
storm over his controversial comment
about parents and sex, the podcaster got
a major relief on February 18 from the
Supreme Court which protected him from
arrest in multiple FIRs lodged against
him. The Bench had, however, pulled
him up for his irresponsible comments.
Terming his comment as a “height of lack
of responsibility” and a “condemnable
behaviour,” the Bench had said, “Just
because somebody thinks ‘I am popular,
I can speak anything and take society

for granted’.” Noting that there was a
legislative vacuum on the issue, the Bench
had said it would like to do something,

if the Centre didn’t do anything. It had
issued notice to the Centre and sought
the assistance of Attorney General R
Venkataramani and Solicitor General
Mehta.

earlier report revealed

that a total of 60 foreign
terrorists from Hizbul
Mujahideen (HM ), Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM ), and
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
are currently active in
Jammu and Kashmir,
alongside 17 local

L3

militants operating within
the Union Territory. On
April 22, around five

to six terrorists linked

to The Resistance Front
(TRF) — an offshoot

of Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) — massacred 26
people, mostly tourists, in

—__ )
Pahalgam after allegedly
singling them out by
religion. The brutal attack,
said to be the worst
assault on civilians in
recent years, has triggered
widespread anger across
India and sharply escalated
tensions with Pakistan.

NIA 8 questions to Bengaluru
man’s widow, a witness to

Pahalgam terror attack

Agency:A team from
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) recorded
the statement of Sujata,
wife of Bharat Bhushan
who was killed in
Pahalgam terror attack,
in connection with the
April 22 massacre that
claimed 26 lives. During
the questioning, which
lasted nearly eight
hours, the NIA officials
sought details about
the sequence of events.
She was also asked if
she noticed any marks
on their faces, their
appearance, and clothing.
Officials also showed her
sketches of the suspects
to gather information.
The NIA was yet to visit
the family of Manjunath,
another victim from
Shivamogga. His wife,
Pallavi on Monday, said
that constables
informed her
that NIA would
visit her house,
and that she
was expecting
them later today.
Revenue Department
officials, including
Revenue Inspector
Pradeep and Village
Accountant (VA)

il

Some of the
questions asked
by NIA

= When did you go to
Kashmir, and at what

time did you reach?

= Where were you when
the terrorists arrived,
and where was Bharat
Bhushan?

= What language did they

came?

= Did you notice any
marks on their faces?

= Did you see the weapons
they carried? What did
they look like?

= Did they speak to you at
any point?

= Did you respond to them
in any way?

= Questions were asked
about their facial
features, appearance,
and clothing.

officials, visited
Bharat Bhushan's
home. They are
in the process of
collecting documents
such as bank account
details, Aadhaar
card, PAN card, and
death certificate. This
documentation will

be submitted to the
government to facilitate
the release of the Rs

10 lakh compensation
announced for the family.
Bharat Bhushan, and 25
others were killed in the
Pahalgam terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir on
the afternoon of April 22



