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Country needs freedom from Wagqf

The biggest change that
is being brought in with the
Wagf (Amendment) Bill,
2024, is the abolition of
Section 40, which allowed
the conversion of any land
into Wagqf property by the
boards. Minority Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju called
it the “most draconian”
provision of the Waqf
Act during a debate in
Parliament on Wednesday.

“The most draconian
provision in the Act was
Section 40, under which the
Wagqf Board could declare
any land Waqf property.
But we have removed that
provision,” Rijiju said.
Rijiju was defending the
Wagqf Amendment Bill
after tabling it in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday said
the Bill was retrospective
and doesn’t “snatch” any
land from the Muslim
community, as it was being
touted by some Opposition
leaders. He said the Waqf
Amendment Bill would
be renamed UMEED Bill,
Unified Waqf Management
Empowerment, Efficiency
and Development Bill. Rijiju
said that Section 40 of the
current Waqf Act was being
misused by a few for their
selfish gains. “That is why
Wagf property increased by
lakhs,” he added.

According to government
data, Waqf boards in India
control 8.72 lakh properties,
amounting to over 9.4
lakh acres. There are 30
Wagqf Boards across India,

according to the official
website of the Waqf Asset
Management System of
India. Under Section 40
of the Waqf Act, the Waqf
boards were empowered

to decide if a property

was Wagqf property. The
board’s decision was final,
unless revoked or modified
by the Waqf Tribunal.
Under the Act, decisions

of the Tribunal are final
and appeals against its
decisions in courts are
prohibited, according to a
statement by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs. The Waqf
Amendment Bill omits the
provisions deeming finality
to the Wagqf Tribunal’s
decisions and its orders

can be appealed in a high
court within 90 days. There
are over 40,000 litigations
over Wagqf properties,
according to Rijiju. “If
unhappy with Waqf Board
and Tribunal decisions,

one can now approach

the courts,” he added,
highlighting that the process
had been made simpler.
The Bill proposes that the
power to decide if any
property is Wagqf property
should be with the District
Collector. BJP leaders

say that the “misuse” of
Section 40 has resulted in
widespread conversion of
private properties into Waqf
properties, and triggered

a communal divide in the
country.“The Catholic
Christian community wants
the Waqf Bill to be passed

5} J:.JJI
WAQF BOARD

at the earliest,” Rijiju said.
He presented the example
of Cherai, a fishing village
in Kerala's Kochi, where
over 600 Christian families

and the church approached
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee on the Waqf
Bill over their land being
claimed as Waqf land. He
also spoke about Haryana's
Jathlana village where
gurdwara land was claimed
as Wagqf property. The
Waqf Amendment Bill,
now renamed the UMEED
Bill, will also do away with
the provision of ‘Wagf by
user’, by which properties
could be deemed Waqf
property based solely on
prolonged use for religious
purposes. Only a person
practising Islam for at least
five years can declare waqf,
and the property has to be
self-owned, according to
the UMEED Bill. Trying

to explain the arbitrariness
of the Waqf Act in

Yashasvi Jaiswal leaves Mumbai,
to play from another state

Agency: India opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal has decided
to make a shock switch to
Goa from Mumbai due to
personal reasons, leaving a
domestic powerhouse that
laid the foundation for the
left-hander’s blossoming
international career. Jaiswal
wrote to the Mumbai Cricket
Association on Tuesday,
expressing his wish to leave
Mumbai for Goa, and the
governing body has accepted
his request. Jaiswal’s shock
move will see the left-
handed 23-year-old play
for Goa from the 2025-26
season. “Yes, it is surprising.
He must have thought of
something to make such a
move. He has requested us
to relieve him and we have
accepted his request,” an
MCA official told PTI on
Wednesday. Jaiswal last
played for Mumbai against
Jammu and Kashmir in
their Ranji Trophy Group

A league round match from
January 23-25 following the
strict implementation of the
BCCI directives that all India
players should play domestic
cricket if not on national
duty. In that game, Jaiswal
had made his sole appearance
in the Ranji Trophy 2024-25
season scoring 4 and 26 as
Mumbai lost by five wickets
to Jammu and Kashmir

for the second time in the
tournament’s history. “He
wants to play for us and

we welcome him. He will

be playing for us from the
next season,” Goa Cricket
Association’s secretary
Shamba Desai told PTI.
Jaiswal could well captain
Goa when he is not on
national duty. “Yes, that can
happen,” he replied when
asked if Jaiswal could be

a captaincy candidate for

the state. “He plays for the
Indian cricket team so he
can be the captain and we

will work in the direction

to appoint him. Regarding
his availability (for the
domestic competitions ),

we are yet to speak,” he
added. Jaiswal is the third
cricketer from Mumbai in
recent times to have moved
to Goa after Arjun Tendulkar
and Siddhesh Lad. Lad and
Tendulkar had moved to
Goa ahead of the 2022-23
season. The right-handed
batter Lad served his
cooling-off period before
making a successful return
to Mumbai last season in

the Ranji Trophy. Jaiswal
has been India’s first-choice
opener since making his Test
debut against the West Indies
in July 2023 and since then
he has played 19 games,
cementing himself with
stellar performances on the
biggest stage. He averages
more than 52 in Tests
including four hundreds and
10 fifties.

Students pledge drug-free future as

Kejriwal, Mann launch drive in Punjab

Agency: Scores of
students from various
schools, colleges, NCC
cadets from various units
belonging to various schools
and colleges on Wednesday
took part in a rally against
drugs, “Yudh Nasheyan
Virudh”. The rally was
flagged off by Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
and national AAP convenor
Arvind Kejriwal. Addressing
the children assembled
there, before flagging off
the rally, Arvind Kejriwal
said, “T feel blessed to
be around the youngsters
and tomorrow this youth
is going to lead the state.
Someone from this crowd
will become Chief Minister
or a leading industrialist,
but if drugs are not erased
from the state, then how
will you lead the state ?

It is very unfortunate that
the prior governments have
made drugs enter every
house of the state for a few
bucks, but AAP will not
tolerate this.” Striking a
chord with the kids, he said

that they are like his own
kids, and he too has two
kids. “Parents have seen
huge dreams about them.
They want you to become a
pilot, doctor, engineer, and
kids themselves must have
seen dreams about their
future, but the day you fall
prey to drugs, everything

is finished. You kids are
just my own children, and

I am of the age of your
father, and I am requesting
you never to fall into the
trap of drugs, as your life
will be finished,” he said.
Adding further, he said,
“Secondly, in case you see
anyone around you who is
into drugs, bring that person
to rehabilitation, and all the
facilities are provided by the
government.”

“Now, the government
and police alone will not
be able to take the drive
further and need help from
every citizen including
children. Today, kids will
take three pledges: first,
they will never get hooked
to drugs; second, if anyone

around me is on drugs, I
will help him/her to get

out of it; and thirdly, if
they come to know about
any drug peddler, they will
inform on the Helpline
number,” he said. To further
engage the youth and
promote healthy lifestyles,
Kejriwal announced, “We
are setting up playgrounds
across Punjab, and every
village will soon have a
playground where the youth
can engage in sports and
stay away from drugs.” “We
are committed to making
Punjab, Rangla Punjab

and need co-operation

from the public,” said
Kejriwal. Before flagging
off the rally, addressing

the students, Mann said
that the anti-drug helpline
number 9779100200 has
been launched, and they are
getting information related
to the selling of drugs in
their area. He said that the
identity of the caller is not
disclosed to anyone, but
exemplary action is taken
against drug smugglers.

-5

Key Points
= State nominates Waqf Board members; includes non-
Muslims, women, diverse Muslim groups.
=0nly Muslims practicing for 5+ years, owning
property, can declare wadf.
=>Mandatory registration of waqf properties on digital

portal within 6 months.

= Senior officer replaces District Collector in property
disputes; government property claims restricted.

= “Wagf by user” applies only prospectively.

=Wagf Tribunals: judicial + administrative officers, no

Muslim law expert needed.

= Central Government can order CAG audits of waqf

properties.

=>Removes Waqf Boards’ power to independently
classify properties (Section 40).
= Applies Limitation Act, 1963 to waqf disputes

(Section 107 deleted).

= Separate Boards for sects like Bohras, Aghakhanis.
= Focus: transparency, efficiency, reduced

mismanagement.

converting properties into
Wagqf property, Rijiju said
the Parliament building,
Delhi airport premises and
the CGO complex would
have been declared Waqf

properties, and this is

what the new Bill seeks to
prevent. With Section 40
set to be gone, no land can
now be unilaterally declared
Wagqf land

Ucl, JvdiR
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ED uncovers George Soros-backed
funding routes to Indian NGOs

Agency: The Enforcement
Directorate has uncovered
financial transactions linking
billionaire philanthropist
George Soros’s Soros
Economic Development Fund
(SEDF) to the NGO sector
in India, raising concerns
over possible violations of
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation ) Act and
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI ) norms. Investigators
have found that SEDF, the
social impact investment
arm of the Open Society
Institute (OSI), provided
funds to three Indian
companies—Rootbridge
Services Pvt Ltd (RSPL),
Rootbridge Academy Pvt Ltd
(RAPL), and ASAR Social
Impact Advisors Pvt Ltd
(ASAR )—under the pretext
of foreign direct investment
(FDI) or consultancy/service
fees. These companies
received approximately Rs
25 crore between 2020-
2021 and 2023-2024,
despite OSI being under
the scrutiny of the Home
Ministry since May 2016
for “undesirable activities.”
Since then, OSI has required
prior government approval
to send funds to FCRA-
registered organisations
in India. According to the
ED’s findings, RSPL alone
received Rs 18.64 crore from
SEDF through Compulsorily
Convertible Preference
Shares (CCPS), valued
at an inflated Rs 2.5-2.6
lakh per share based on

Trump candidates win 2 by-
polls but Dems clawing back

Agency:Republican
candidates won two
Congressional by-elections in
Florida but a Trump and Elon
Musk-backed judge for the
Wisconsin supreme court was
defeated by a liberal rival in
polls that appeared to show
Democrats clawing their way
back into reckoning after the
2024 drubbing. In elections
that offered a snapshot of voter
sentiment just ten weeks into
Trump’s second term, Republican
candidates Randy Fine and
Jimmy Patronis retained seats
vacated by Mike Waltz and Matt
Gaetz, who became Trump’s
NSA and Attorney General
respectively. But their margin of
victory, although comfortable,
was much narrower than
Trump’s 30 percent win in the
same district in November 2024
presidential election, suggesting
some erosion in support for
the President even in ruby red
strongholds. Still, the wins gave

Republicans some breathing room
in the House of Representatives
where their majority now ticks
up to 220-213. The real setback
though was in Wisconsin, where
Trump surrogate Elon Musk put
both his money and his mouth
into what was considered the
most expensive judicial election
in history (almost $ 100 million
spent ) but found Liberal Judge
Susan Crawford defeating
conservative Judge Brad Schimel,
preserving the court’s 4-3 liberal
majority, after a left-leaning
judge retired. Wisconsin is one
of 21 states that elects judges

to the state supreme court in a
country where judicial selection
methods vary widely by state.
Roughly half the states elect at
least some of their judges, while
they are appointed by the other
half, usually by the governor.
While some states allow judicial
contestants to have party
affiliation, Wisconsin falls into
the nonpartisan election category,

Lalu Prasad Yadav hospitalised
due to high sugar levels

Agency: Former Bihar
Chief Minister Lalu Prasad
Yadav, 76, was hospitalised
on Wednesday after his
health deteriorated while
he was on his way to the
Patna airport to fly to
Delhi. The RJD chief, who
was to board an Air India
flight at 4.05 pm, has been
admitted to Paras Hospital.
Sources said the health of
Lalu Prasad, who is battling
heart-related ailments,
worsened due to a spike in
blood sugar levels. The RID
chief is likely to be taken
to AIIMS, Delhi, in an air
ambulance later today.

“We knew that his blood
pressure and sugar level
were fluctuating. He is
going to Delhi, and he will
return after a check-up.
There is no need to worry.
The blessings of 13 crore
people of Bihar are with
him. He is one who always
fights against communal
forces... he is required,”
RJD leader Bhai Virendra
told reporters. Last year,
Lalu Prasad underwent

angioplasty at Mumbai's
Asian Heart Institute.
In 2014, he underwent
six-hour-long aortic valve
replacement surgery at
the same hospital. He was
admitted to AIIMS in Delhi
in July 2024 after his health
deteriorated.

In December 2022,
the former Chief Minister
underwent kidney transplant
surgery in Singapore. His
younger daughter, Rohini
Acharya, donated her
kidney to him. The socialist
leader, known for his quirky
style and mass appeal, is
serving jail sentences in
a number of fodder scam
cases, and is out on bail on
medical grounds. The RID
supremo, his wife Rabri
Devi, and son Tejashwi
Yadav have also been
named in the land-for-jobs
case. Lalu Prasad has been
accused of giving jobs in the
railways during his tenure
as minister in lieu of plots
of land from the candidates
or their relatives.

but voters discern candidates’
ideological bent based on their
record and campaign pledges.
Elections to the judiciary is
built around the idea that judges
should be accountable to people
and not to politicians who
appoint them, and that voters
should have a say in shaping
the courts, just like they do with
other branches of government.
Musk jumped into the Wisconsin
fray, literally, devoting personal
time, energy, and money( $

20 million ) to flip the existing
4-3 liberal majority in the state
because the court’s rulings

will impact voting regulations,
redistricting ( delimitation )

and other issues that are key

to Republican power. But
Wisconsin, which gave Trump a
narrow 1 per cent win in 2024,
shifted left by 10 percent to
defeat conservative Schimel in
a rebuff to what many critics
saw as Musk's effort to buy the
election

Let my team sleep please-

Agency: ChatGPT’s
Ghibli-style photo
generating capabilities have
taken the internet by storm.
As more people experiment
with this feature,
ChatGPT-maker OpenAl'’s
CEO Sam Altman has a
request for users. Taking
to microblogging site X
(formerly Twitter ), Altman
shared a post asking users
to “chill” on generating
Ghibli-style images. He
wrote “can yall please chill
on generating images this
is insane our team needs
sleep”. When a user replied
“If you keep nerfing the
model, people will stop
using it. Otherwise, no”, the
CEO said “we are gonna
do the opposite of nerfing
it BUT still please chill out
a bit”

“Fire your team and
generate a new team,” said
another user, to which
Altman replied “no thanks,
in addition to building AGI
this team is on trajectory to
build the biggest website in
the world from a cold start
2.33 years ago, best team in
the world, it’s just hard”.

the Discounted Cash Flow
method. Authorities suspect
this was a “colourable
arrangement” to bypass
FCRA restrictions, as SEDF
is barred from directly
donating to NGOs in India
without Home Ministry
approval. Similarly, RAPL,
a company incorporated in
2019 to provide fundraising
services for non-profits,
received Rs 2.70 crore

as “commission agent
services” from SEDF.
However, the ED noted

that RAPL had not actually
provided any services in
return, suggesting it acted

as a conduit to circumvent
FCRA regulations. ASAR,
established in 2016

and engaged in public
engagement, research, and
capacity building for NGOs,
received Rs 2.91 crore

from SEDF as service fees.
The ED has flagged this as
another attempt to funnel
disguised donations to Indian
NGOs under the guise of
payments for service exports.
The ED probe traced OSI-
linked investments to Aspada
Investment Company (AIC),
a Mauritius-based entity that
allegedly funnelled funds
into India. The probe found
that Aspada Investment
Advisors Pvt Ltd (AIAPL),
incorporated in Bengaluru in
2013, managed and advised
SEDF’s investments in
India, which amounted to
over Rs 300 crore across 12
companies. Interestingly, the

ED has noted that Lightrock
Investment Advisors Private
Limited (formerly Aspada
Investment Advisors Private
Limited ), the official
investment advisory firm
overseeing SEDF’s Indian
portfolio, was reportedly
not informed about these
transactions, raising further
suspicions. George Soros
has been a controversial
figure worldwide, accused
of using his wealth and
philanthropy to influence
political landscapes and
regime changes through his
Open Society Foundations.
His foundation has been
criticised by multiple
governments for allegedly
funding activities that
disrupt national interests.
In India, Soros’s name has
been linked to political and
financial controversies,
most notably in relation

to the Adani Group. In
2023, the Organised Crime
and Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP) alleged
that the Adani Group used
opaque Mauritius-based
funds for investments in
its own companies. Soros’s
Open Society Foundations
is known to be a donor

to OCCRP, leading to
accusations that he had a
hand in orchestrating these
allegations. BJP criticised
Soros, accusing him of
attempting to undermine
India’s democratic
framework for personal and
political gains.

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella
to employees in Town Hall

Agency: Microsoft
CEO Satya Nadella has
lauded China-based Al
company DeepSeck as a
new benchmark for the
Redmond giant’s artificial
intelligence efforts, also
accrediting the Chinese
company efforts of
focused innovation during
a recent employee town
hall meeting. According
to The Verge, Nadella
was particularly impressed
by DeepSeck’s ability to
optimize Al computing
architecture and achieve
significant results with
a small team. “What's
most impressive about
DeepSeek is that it's a
great reminder of what
200 people can do when
they come together
with one thought and
one play,” Nadella told
Microsoft employees. The
Microsoft CEO highlighted
DeepSeek’s remarkable

AT models like Google's
Gemini or Grok can also
create Studio Ghibli-

style visuals- think lush
greenery, soft lighting, and
expressive characters—
provided you're precise
with your prompts, such as
“a serene Ghibli-style girl
with flowing hair under a
cherry blossom tree.” While
the output might differ
from ChatGPT’s GPT-40
creations, as each model
interprets styles uniquely
due to differences in
training data and algorithms.
While ChatGPT's images
lean toward photorealistic
finesse, Gemini, Grok

by Elon Musk-owned Al
company xAl -- available

achievement of not just
developing a research
project, but transforming it
into a top-performing App
Store product. This success
has set a new standard

for Microsoft’s internal

Al development strategy,
especially as the company
continues to invest heavily
in Al technologies.

The DeepSeek model’s
efficiency in systems
optimization, particularly
working below Nvidia's
CUDA layer, caught
Nadella's attention as

a prime example of
innovative technological
development. Jay Parikh,
head of Microsoft’s

new CoreAl engineering
group, echoed Nadella's
sentiments, noting that
DeepSeek serves as a
reminder of the importance
of internal collaboration
and rapid innovation in the
competitive Al landscape.

Sam Altman

through X, or trial-based
platforms might produce

a slightly more abstract

or varied take on Ghibli's
charm, requiring some
experimentation to nail

the vibe. Free platforms
like Craiyon, DeepAl,

and Playground Al offer
Al image generation

with varying levels of
customization. Simply
upload a photo or type a
prompt like “portrait in
Studio Ghibli style, lush
forest background, soft
colors,” and let the Al work
its magic. Again, these tools
may not match GPT-40’s
photorealistic precision, but
they can mimic Ghibli's
whimsical aesthetic.



