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Not all are guilty: Mamata Banerjee on
top court’s ruling against 25,000 teachers

Agency: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
said she can’t support the
judgment of the Supreme
Court which invalidated
the jobs of nearly 25,000
teachers in the state. “As a
citizen, I am saying I can’t
support this judgement. [
hope it is not distorted. The
court says the appointments
of these candidates are
cancelled. However, those
who are employed need
not be asked to refund any
payment made to them,”
Mamata Banerjee said at
a press conference. The
Supreme Court had upheld
a Calcutta High Court's
decision to terminate the
appointments of as many as
over 25,000 teaching and
non-teaching staff by the
West Bengal School Service
Commission (WBSSC) in
2016 in connection with
the school jobs for cash

scam. The court termed the
selection process “vitiated
and tainted”. Banerjee
questioned the blanket
dismissal of all candidates,
asserting that not all
appointees were guilty of
wrongdoing. “The ones
whom you call tainted, we
don’t have proof regarding
them. Does the BJP
government want to collapse
the education system of
Bengal ? What happened

in Vyapam ? Fifty plus
people were killed,” she
said, drawing a comparison
to the recruitment scam in
Madhya Pradesh. Referring
to the Supreme Court's
directive, Banerjee noted
that candidates who were
not tainted could apply
afresh. “Order states that
candidates who are not
tainted can appear for the
fresh selection process. We
will accept the judgement,
and we will complete the

process in three months.
The SSC is an autonomous
body, but we will ensure
that it completes the
reappointment process of
teachers,” she said. She
also criticised the role of
BJP and CPI(M ), alleging
political motives behind the
order. “The judge who gave
the first order in Calcutta
High Court is now a BJP
MP. I know that this was
done by BIP and CPI(M ).
They will get an answer
soon,” she said.

Expressing concern
over the emotional impact
of the verdict on affected
candidates, Banerjee urged
them not to lose hope. “I
am coming to know that
some are getting depressed.
If something happens
to them, who will be
responsible 7 Our lawyers
will review this order,”
she said. Banerjee also
announced that she would

attend a gathering of the
affected teachers on April
7. “To all the teachers,
they wanted to conduct a
sabha, and they asked if I
can be present. On April
7, I will participate in their
sabha and listen to them.

I will tell them not to lose
hope. You all can apply,
and we will make sure that

Agency: Aam Aadmi
Party (MP) Raghav
Chadha on Thursday
suggested the government
should use Elon Musk's
Starlink satellite internet
services as a “bargaining
chip” to renegotiate with
Donald Trump after the US
President’s announcement
of 27 per cent reciprocal
tariffs on India. “Should
we not withhold the
requisite approvals for
Elon Musk's Starlink who
is a visible part of the
US administration and
use that as a bargaining
chip to renegotiate the
Trump tariffs ?” Chadha
asked in the Rajya Sabha.
Musk, the world’s richest
person, is the head of
DOGE (Department of
Government Efficiency) in
the Trump administration.
Chadha continued, “India
rolled out the red carpet
for the US, but in return,
we got tariffs.” He added,
“I am severely obsessed
with anything which affects
India’s interest, particularly
Indian economy. That is
what brings me to this

House. I will continue to
passionately raise every
issue.” The AAP MP also
sang a few lines of the
Bollywood song ‘Accha sila
diya tune mere pyaar ka,
yaar ne hi loot liya ghar
yaar ka.’

Last month, Indian
telecom companies Jio and
Bharti Airtel announced
a partnership with the
Musk-led SpaceX to bring
Starlink to India. Earlier,
US President Trump, while
announcing his “Liberation
Day” reciprocal tariffs
against India and other
countries, called Prime
Minister Narendra Modi a
“great friend,” but added he
also told the prime minister,
“You (India) are not
treating us (United States )
right.” “India, very, very
tough. Very, very tough.
The prime minister just
left. He's a great friend of
mine, but I said, ‘You're a
friend of mine, but you're
not treating us right. They
charge us 52%. You have to
understand, we charge them
almost nothing for years
and years and decades, and

it was only seven years ago,
when I came in, that we
started with China.”

A chart used by the
MAGA leader at his “Make
America Wealthy Again”
event revealed India’s 52

per cent tariffs “including
currency manipulation and
trade barriers,” against
which the US would now
impose a “discounted
reciprocal tariff” of 26 per
cent.

a
the process is completed as
soon as possible.” She also
accused the BJP-led central
government of deliberately
targeting Bengal. “So

many scams in BJP-ruled
states, yet no investigation
happens. Is it a crime to be
born in Bengal ? Or are they
afraid of Bengal's talent ?
They want to collapse the

education system of Bengal.
I understand the target of
BJP and the government of
India.” Mamata Banerjee
extended her support to

the dismissed teachers. “I
will be beside the teachers.
BJP can put me in jail if
they want. We are thinking
about how to deal with this
legally,” she said.
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PCB chief Mohsin Naqvi
takes charge as Asian
Cricket Council president

Agency: Mohsin Naqvi
has officially assumed
charge as the new president
of the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC ), marking
a new era of leadership
for Asian cricket. Naqvi,
who has been serving
as the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chairman
since February 2024,
took over the prestigious
role on April 3, 2025. “I
am deeply honoured to
assume the presidency of
the Asian Cricket Council,”
said Naqvi in an ACC
statement. “Asia remains the
heartbeat of world cricket,
and I am committed to
working with all member
boards to accelerate the
game’s growth and global
influence.

Together, we will
unlock new opportunities,
foster greater collaboration,
and take Asian cricket
to unprecedented
heights. I also extend
my sincere thanks to the

outgoing ACC President
for his leadership and
contributions to the ACC
during his tenure.” Naqvi
succeeds Shammi Silva,
president of Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC), who
reflected on his tenure
with pride. “Tt has been

a privilege to serve as
President of the Asian
Cricket Council. The
steadfast commitment

of our member boards
working together has been
pivotal in elevating ACC's
stature across the region.

I extend my gratitude to
my predecessor, Jay Shah,
Chairman of the ICC,
under whose leadership the
ACC reached significant
milestones — including
securing the highest-ever
value for the ACC Asia
Cup commercial rights,
introducing a new pathway
events structure, and paving
the way for the continued
development of cricket in
Asia.

Carefully examining implications, in
talks with US: India on Trump’s tariffs

Agency: In its first
official response to US
President Donald Trump's
reciprocal tariffs on India,
the Department of Commerce
said on Thursday that it
is carefully examining the
implications of the measures
and announcements made by
Trump. “The Department of
Commerce is engaging with
all stakeholders, including
Indian industry representatives
and exporters, to gather
feedback on their assessment
of the tariffs and analyse the
situation. Keeping in view the
vision of Viksit Bharat, the
department is also studying
potential opportunities that
may arise due to this shift
in US trade policy,” said the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry in a press release.
The statement by the Finance
Ministry further revealed that
discussions are underway
between Indian and US trade
teams to finalise a mutually
beneficial, multi-sectoral
Bilateral Trade Agreement.
“These negotiations
encompass a broad range
of issues, including supply
chain integration, investment

growth, and technology
transfers,” the statement said.
The US imposed reciprocal
tariffs of 27 per cent on
India. The new tariffs
announced by US President
Donald Trump include a
universal 10% duty on all
imports into the US starting
from April 5, with an
additional 17% to be applied
from April 10. These tariffs
are part of a broader trade
policy targeting multiple
countries, including India.

Wagqt Bill faces Rajya Sabha test, Kiren

Rijiju says a

Agency: Union Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju tabled the Waqf
(Amendment ) Bill, 2024 in
Rajya Sabha on Thursday,
a day after it cleared the
Lok Sabha with 288 in its
favour and 232 against it.
Speaking in the Rajya Sabha,
the minister slammed the
Opposition for calling the
bill “illegal” and assured
that there is “no question
of interference by non-
Muslims.” “We consulted
state governments, minority
commissions, and waqf
boards before introducing this
bill in Parliament. A Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) was formed,
comprising representatives
from both the Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha. Despite
doubts raised about the JPC's
consultations, after extensive
discussions, the bill was
passed in the Lok Sabha
yesterday,” he said. The Lok
Sabha witnessed a 12-hour
marathon debate in Lok
Sabha on Wednesday with
Opposition calling the bill

. ” “oqe . . ”
illegal” and ~discriminatory .

Minister Kiren Rijiju said
that as of today, there are
8.72 lakh Wagqf properties. In

2006, if the Sachar committee
had estimated the earnings
from 4.9 lakh Wagqf properties
at Rs 12,000 crore. “You
can imagine the income these
properties must be generating
now,” he said. The minister
reiterated that the Waqf
board “will only oversee, not
manage, Wagqf properties”.
Rijiju, after tabling the bill,
said, “The debate that took
place in the Parliament

on the Waqf Amendment
Bill makes one thing clear:
property worth lakhs and
crores is belonging to Waqf
have been illegally occupied.
This bill has been brought to
address the mismanagement
in the Waqf Board... The
properties under Wagqf are
those donated for social and
religious works meant for
the welfare of our Muslim
brothers, and this law has
been introduced to manage
them. No one should have
any doubts about this,” he
said. The minister lashed out
at the Opposition parties for
“spreading lies” and clarified
that all Waqf properties are
for Muslims only. “Some
political parties are spreading
lies due to vote-bank politics,
but the Home Minister has

made it clear that all Waqf
properties are for the people
of our Muslim community...”
Speaking in the Rajya Sabha
on the Waqf Amendment

Bill 2025, Union Minister
Kiren Rijiju stated, “The bill
includes the Right to Appeal.
If a person is not granted their
right by the Tribunal, they can
file a petition in court under
this provision.” He further
announced that the Waqf
Amendment Bill 2025 will

be renamed as the UMEED
(Unified Waqf Management
Empowerment Efficiency and
Development ) Bill. Kiren
Rijiju said that the ministry of
minority affairs had prepared
the bill after taking in
confidence many stakeholders
across the country. He

said that a total of 284
organisations gave their
opinions of the bill, and over
one crore people submitted
memorandums to submit

their opinions regarding

the same. “Before the joint
parliamentary committee was
formed, many said that the
consolation regarding it wasn't
enough. [ want to say that
before the Waqf Amendment
Bill was introduced, the
ministry of minority affairs

came to prepare the bill
after taking in confidence
the stakeholders, including
the minority commission

of the state governments,"
Rijiju said. Union Minister
Kiren Rijiju stated that the
Ministry of Minority Affairs
drafted the Waqf Amendment
Bill after consulting
numerous stakeholders
nationwide. He revealed

that 284 organisations
shared their views, and

over one crore people
submitted memorandums.
Addressing concerns about
inadequate consultation,
Rijiju emphasised that the
ministry engaged with
stakeholders, including

state minority commissions,
before introducing the bill.
Speaking in the Rajya Sabha
on the Waqf Bill, Congress
MP Syed Naseer Hussain
launched a sharp attack on the
government, accusing it of
communal polarization. He
claimed the bill was built
on falsehoods and alleged
that a misinformation
campaign had been
orchestrated over the past
six months, with the BJP’s
“fake factory” playing

a key role in spreading

misleading narratives.
“Those properties exist
even today, and are in long
usage...that is the proof

of them being in waqf...
There is ‘wagqf by user’,
temple by user, gurdwara
by user...How will you ask
for proof for all? How will
you ask for proof of the
age-old places...They are
trying to incite riots and
make their vote bank,” he
said. Kiren Rijiju, speaking
on the Waqf Amendment
Bill 2025, emphasised

that the bill includes a
Right to Appeal, allowing
individuals to challenge
tribunal decisions in court.
However, Congress MP
Syed Naseer Hussain
questioned this claim,
arguing that petitions

had been filed despite

the provision supposedly
barring challenges.
Countering him, Home
Minister Amit Shah
clarified that while civil
suits cannot be filed for
wagqf property-a provision
removed in 2013-writs
can still be filed in High
Courts, though their scope
remains limited. He further
asserted that 99 per cent of

Il properties for Muslims only

tribunal orders are upheld.
“Do you want to convert
Muslims into second-class
citizens ?” Hussain asked.
DMK leaders protested against
the Waqgf (Amendment) Bill
inside Parliament premises,
wearing black shirts as a mark
of dissent. DMK MP TR Baalu
stated that the party’s legislators
were also wearing black in

the state Assembly to oppose
the bill's passage. “To protest
against the passage of the Waqf
Bill, we are wearing black in
the state Assembly as well

as here (Parliament ) in both
Houses. We have also raised
the issue of Katchatheevu,
which was unconstitutionally
ceded by the Government of
India in 1976 when President’s
Rule was in place. This has

to be retrieved immediately,”
Baalu said. Speaking on the
Wagf Amendment Bill 2025,
TMC MP Nadimul Haque
questioned the provision
requiring a person to practice
Islam for a minimum of five
years before creating waqf. He
argued that the requirement
was unconstitutional and
violated Article 14, stating, “I
want to ask-who will certify
that a person is a practising
Muslim ?

The press release further
read, “The US President has
issued an Executive Order on
reciprocal tariffs, imposing
additional ad-valorem duties
ranging from 10% to 50%
on imports from all trading
partners. The baseline duty
of 10% will take effect from
April 5, 2025, while the
remaining country-specific
additional ad-valorem duties
will be effective from April
9, 2025. According to
Annex | of the Executive

Order, the additional duty
on Indian imports has been
set at 27%.” Meanwhile,

the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) called for a high-
level meeting on Thursday to
assess Trump's tariff order.
The Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister chaired
the high-level meeting.
Senior officials from the
Commerce Ministry, NITI
Aayog, DPIIT, and other
departments were also present
in the meeting.

‘100 choohe kha kar billi Haj
ko chali’: BJP’s Giriraj Singh
slams Congress on Wagqf Bill

Agency: Union minister
and senior BJP leader
Giriraj Singh launched a
sharp attack on Congress
on Thursday over the Waqf
Amendment Bill, invoking
a Hindi proverb to criticise
the party’s past actions.
“There is a saying, ‘100
choohe kha kar billi Haj
ko chali.” Congress party’s
history has been dark,
there is nothing bigger than
Emergency. In 2013, ahead
of elections, they gave away
123 properties in Lutyens’
Delhi to Wagqf, overnight.
This shows who crosses the
limits of appeasement, who
writes a black chapter...”
Singh said. Earlier in the
day also, Singh targeted
Congress, asserting that the
BJP-led central government
had corrected what he called
the mistakes of 2013. “We
have corrected the mistakes
that Congress made in 2013
in the name of appeasement
politics and have taken care
of the poor and women...
We hope that in future, the
poor will get the rights to
their land,” he said. The
Lok Sabha passed the Waqf
Amendment Bill 2025
following an extended and
heated debate, with INDIA
bloc members opposing

it while BJP and its allies
backed the legislation.

The session continued past
midnight before Speaker Om
Birla announced the division

vote results. “Subject to
correction, Ayes 288, Noes
232. The majority is in
favour of the proposal,”
Birla declared. The

revised bill, incorporating
recommendations from

the Joint Parliamentary
Committee, aims to

amend the 1995 Act to
improve Waqf property
administration, enhance
efficiency, streamline
registration, and integrate
technology into record-
keeping. Meanwhile, Union
minister of minority affairs
Kiren Rijiju moved a motion
in the Rajya Sabha for
consideration of the Waqf
( Amendment ) Bill 2025
and the Musalmaan Wakf
(Repeal) Bill.



