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PM Modi recetves guard of honour n
Sr1 Lanka, defence deal tops agenda

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi received a
ceremonial guard of honour
in Sri Lanka on Saturday as
he kicked off his first visit
to the island nation in his
third term. Both countries
are expected to sign key
deals in defence, energy,
digital infrastructure, health
and trade sectors amid
concerns over China'’s
expanding its influence
across the Indian Ocean
region. This is PM Modi's
first visit since Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake took charge
last year - and the first by
any foreign leader since
Dissanayake began his term
in 2024. It also comes after
Dissanayake’s visit to India
in December - his first
state visit since assuming
office. During this visit,
PM Modi will be carrying
forward India’s initiative to
help Sri Lanka rebuild after
the 2022 economic crisis
battered the island nation.
He is likely to sign key
agreements like the joint
venture between India’s
National Thermal Power

Corporation and Sri Lanka's
Ceylon Electricity Board
for a 120-megawatt solar
power plant in Trincomalee
that will address the island
nation’s growing energy
needs. Trade, defence,

and maritime security will
also be on the agenda.

PM Modi’s visit comes at
a time when Tamil Nadu
has passed a resolution to
retrieve Katchatheevu from
Sri Lanka - an emotive
issue for fishermen in the
state due to the long-
standing dispute over fishing
rights around the 285-acre
island. All eyes will be on
the defence deal expected
to be brought up today.

If signed, the deal would
mark a new chapter in
India’s defence ties with its
neighbour since the Indian
Peacekeeping Mission

was forced to withdraw
more than three decades
ago. With this agreement,
New Delhi and Colombo
would move strategically
closer in terms of joint
maritime surveillance,
military exercises, and
equipment support. On

his last visit, Sri Lanka’s
new leftist President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake,

who took office after the
Rajapaksas were ousted in
a mass movement, thanked
India for its “positive and
impactful role” in providing
development assistance

to the island nation amid
its crippling debt crisis.
Dissanayake was referring
to India’s help in securing
a much-needed USD 2.9
billion IMF bailout during
the 2022 economic crisis.
Since Sri Lanka's strategic
location in the Indian Ocean

plays a crucial role in
India’s maritime security,
President Dissanayake’s
assurance that it will not
“permit its territory to be
used in any manner inimical
to the security of India...

as well as towards regional
stability” was seen as a
welcome step by Delhi last
year. PM Modi received

a ceremonial welcome at
around 9:10 am. Following
this, PM Modi will have a
closed-door discussion with
his Sri Lankan counterpart
at 10:20 am. This will be
followed by delegation-level

Adani1 group firm buys 1-acre SoBo
wooded plot for Rs 170 crore

Agency: A Parsi-owned
over one acre wooded
plot on Carmichael Road
in south Mumbai, a
residential zone considered
one of the priciest real
estate in the country, has
been sold for Rs 170 crore
to Mah-Hill Properties,
a subsidiary of Adani
Group. According to
registration documents
sourced by CRE Matrix, a
real estate data analytics
firm, Behram Nowrosji
Gamadia, who inherited
the property that goes
back to the early part of
the 20th century, sold
the 4,500 sq m plot to
Mah-Hill. A copy of
the resolution to buy
the property passed by
the board of directors of
Mah-Hill Properties shows
the company’s address at
Adani Corporate House
in Ahmedabad. The deal
was registered on March
27 and a stamp duty of
Rs 10.5 crore was paid
by the buyer. Under the
new development plan
(DP 2034 ), the plot is
reserved for residential
purposes. However, the

land with a green slope
was earlier shown for

a children’s park in the
1991 development plan.
Subsequently, BMC
reversed its decision and
proposed to the state
govt to mark the plot
once again for a garden/
park and green belt.
Interestingly, the state
rejected the modification
proposed for a garden
and earmarked it as a
residential zone. The plot
is located close to the
municipal commissioner’s
bungalow on Carmichael

Road, now officially called
M L Dahanukar Marg.
On the new development
plan map, the green
slope continues to remain
one, but the rest of the
plot is now shown for
residential purposes. The
plot belonged to Jehangir
Nowrosji Gamadia, who
passed away in 1927,
leaving behind his wife
Bai Putli Bai and their
minor children Nowroji
Jehangir Gamadia and
Bai Maneckbai. After his
death, Putlibai, Jehangir
Hormasji Cama and

Agusta accused claims bid
to poison him in Tihar jail

Agency: After

Christian Michel James,

an alleged middleman in

the AgustaWestland case,
claimed attempts were made
to poison him in prison,

a Delhi court sought on
Thursday a response from
the Tihar Jail authorities on
his plea.

Alleging there were

attempts to poison him

in 2019, he moved an
application seeking adequate
security arrangements in
jail. The court of special
judge Sanjeev Aggarwal
sought a status report from
DG (Prisons ), Tihar Jail,
on the application filed by
James over the “specific
serious allegations”. “A
report be also called from
the DG (Prisons ), Tihar
Jail on the above application
of accused No 35 (James)
.. with directions to file

a status report as to what
action was taken with

regard to the allegations
made by the aforesaid

accused ... regarding the
alleged attempts on his life
on dates mentioned in the
said application by way

of poisoning,” the judge
said, adding that the report
must be filed by April 16.
The court, meanwhile,

also directed the prison
authorities to take James to
AIIMS Delhi orthopaedic
department on April 7, in
the morning hours, to be
seen by a treating surgeon/
doctor to alleviate his pain.
Earlier, James complained

of persistent pain following
surgery on Feb 11 this
year. On March 7, days
after he was granted bail,
James offered to finish his
sentence and leave India
instead of walking out on
bail. Saying that because of
“security risks,” he would
rather finish his sentence
and leave India instead of
being released on bail, he
submitted before the court,
“I can't accept the bail. It's
unsafe. Every time I step
out of Tihar, something
happens. The problem I am
having is with the police.”

Behramji Nowroji Gamadia
were given control of the
land as administrators.
Later, the children got

a share in the land in

1943 and became joint
owners. In 1974, Nowroji
signed an agreement with
one Samrathmal Seth to
develop the plot. A dispute
between the heirs of the
two parties was settled.

As part of the agreement
and settlement, Behram
Gamadia received Rs

140 crore and the Seths
received Rs 30 crore from
the developer.

talks at around 11 am.
Around 11:30 am, the heads
of both countries will sign
key agreements, and PM
Modi will inaugurate several
virtual projects in Sri Lanka.
In the evening, PM Modi
will visit the Taj Samudra
Hotel at the invitation of

Sri Lankan dignitaries. PM
Modi is also slated to visit
the Indian Peace Keeping
Force memorial in the
afternoon and lay a wreath.
Around 7.30 pm, President
Dissanayake will host a
banquet in honour of PM
Modi.
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How techie killed his wife after she
mocked him with Marathi song

Agency: The man who
stabbed his wife to death
and stuffed her body into a
suitcase before fleeing their
south Bengaluru home, has
confessed to what drove
him to commit the crime,
police sources said. Rakesh
Khedekar, a senior project
coordinator at a private
firm, killed his wife, Gouri
Sambrekar, 32, on the night
of March 26 in their home
at Doddakammanabhalli,
near Hulimavu. The case
took unexpected turns as
he called Gouri's brother
and confessed to murdering
her. Rakesh was taken into
police custody on April 2.
A senior police officer said
that during interrogation,
Rakesh admitted to having
been disturbed over Gouri
always insulting his parents
and younger sister. “Gouri
would always talk badly
about my father, mother
and sister. She always
insulted them at home and
outside. She suggested we
shift to Bengaluru, find new
jobs, and start a fresh life.
She had been dominating
me right from her school
days. But I was madly in
love with her. As she didn’t
get a job for almost a month
in Bengaluru, she wanted us
to go back to Mumbai, and

she often argued over it,”
the sources quoted Rakesh
as saying. According to his
confession, Rakesh and
Gouri spent some private
time at home on the evening
of March 26. Later, they
went to a nearby open space
for a walk. While returning
home, they purchased liquor
and snacks. They reached
home around 7.30 pm.
Rakesh would drink almost
every day after finishing

his work. Gouri would keep
him company by serving
him snacks and playing
songs. They both agreed to
play their favourite songs
on a rotational basis that
fateful night. Rakesh sat
with the glass and started
playing the songs while
Gouri prepared rice. After
playing a few songs, when
Gouri's turn came, she
played a Marathi song in
which there were some
comments about a father-
son relationship. She made
fun of him with the song.
She went near his face,
puffed her cheeks and blew
air on his face repeatedly.
Irritated, Rakesh pushed
her. She almost fell near the
kitchen. She got angry, took
a knife from the kitchen,
and threw it at him while
hurling abuses at him. In a

fit of rage, Rakesh took the
knife and stabbed her twice
in the neck and once in

the abdomen between 8.45
pm and 9 pm. As she was
profusely bleeding, he sat
next to her and explained
how her actions irritated
him, a senior officer said.
Gouri had emptied a
suitcase to pack clothes and
go back to Mumbai. Rakesh
claimed that he checked
her pulse, and it stopped
when he stuffed her body
into the suitcase. When he
was pulling it towards the
bathroom from the kitchen,
its handle broke. Rakesh
kept the suitcase near the
bathroom outlet to drain
out the blood. He cleaned
the house, and as his plan
to take her body failed, he
locked the house and left
the place around 12.45am.
He drove to Shirwal in
Mabharashtra, where he was
caught.

Russian strike kills 18, 1nclud1ng 9 children

Agency: A Russian
missile strike on the
residential area of Kryvyi
Rih killed 18 people,
including nine children, and
wounded over two dozen
others. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
accuses Russia of deliberate
attacks and neglecting
ceasefire agreements.
Russia confirmed the
strike, claiming it targeted
a restaurant where
commanders and Western
instructors were meeting.
‘Every Russian promise
ends with missiles’:
Zelenskyy after strike kills
18, including 9 children, in
his hometown A Russian
ballistic missile strike on
Kryvyi Rih on Friday
killed 18 people, including
nine children, according
to Ukrainian authorities.
The attack occurred in
a residential area near a
children’s playground and
wounded more than two
dozen others, according
to Oleksandr Vilkul, head
of the city’s military
administration. Kryvyi Rih,
the home city of Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, was deliberately
targeted, the president
claimed, accusing Russia
of disregarding ceasefire

agreements. ‘These strikes
cannot be accidental — the
Russians know exactly what
they're hitting. They know
these are energy facilities
that should be protected
from attacks under what
Russia itself promised to
the American side. Every
Russian promise ends with
missiles or drones, bombs or
artillery. Diplomacy means
nothing to them,” Zelenskyy
said in a post on X. Russia’s
defence ministry confirmed
the strike, stating it had
“delivered a precision
strike with a high-explosive
missile at a restaurant” in
the city “where commanders
of formations and Western
instructors were meeting.”
Videos circulating on social
media showed bodies
lying on a street and a
plume of smoke rising in
the aftermath of the blast;
however, these remain
unverified. Dnipropetrovsk
regional governor Sergiy
Lysak also condemned the
strike.

“Eighteen... that is how
many people were killed
by the Russians when they
launched a missile at Kryvyi
Rih. Among them were
nine children,” Lysak said
on Telegram. “This is the
kind of pain you wouldn’t

wish on your worst enemy,”
he added. Lysak further
confirmed that 61 people
were injured in the attack,
including 12 children.
President Zelenskyy said
the attack was further proof
that Russia had no interest
in halting its full-scale
invasion, which began in
February 2022. “There is
only one reason why this
continues — Russia does
not want a ceasefire, and
we see it. The whole world
sees it,” he said. In his
evening address, Zelenskyy
accused Russia of treating
diplomacy as an “empty
word.” “A ceasefire could
have been reached by

now, and it is Putin who
rejects it,” he said. Interior
minister Thor Klymenko said
five apartment buildings
were damaged in the
missile strike. Russian
President Vladimir Putin

reportedly rejected a joint
US-Ukrainian proposal for
an unconditional and full
ceasefire in March. The
Kremlin has meanwhile
made any potential

truce in the Black Sea
contingent on the West
lifting certain sanctions. US
President Donald Trump
has called for a quick end
to the war since taking
office in January, but his
administration has not

yet been able to secure a
ceasefire despite talks with
both sides. US secretary
of state Marco Rubio

said earlier on Friday that
Trump was not “going to
fall into the trap of endless
negotiations” with Russia
over the invasion. “We
will know soon enough,

in a matter of weeks, not
months, whether Russia is
serious about peace or not,”
Rubio added.

Why US deployed B-2 homber fleet on |Ill|lall Oceanisland

Agency: US President
Donald Trump on Saturday
shared a bird's-eye view of
an apparent military airstrike
killing dozens of Houthi
terrorists in Yemen. It came
days after the US sent at least
six B-2 stealth bombers to
Diego Garcia, a remote island
in the Indian Ocean - a move
viewed by experts as a bid
to deter Iran and its proxies,
including the Houthis. The
massive  deployment  of
one of the world’s most
advanced military aircraft,
known as ‘ghosts of the sky’,
just 2,400 miles from Iran’s
coastline, has only added to
the tensions in the restive
Middle East. An analysis of
satellite images from Planet
Labs PBC shows six B-2
stealth bombers on the tarmac
on the island’s airbase, which
is managed by the US and
UK military. This accounts
for 30% of the US’s stealth
bomber fleet, with experts
not ruling out the presence
of additional bombers in the
hangars. The reason is simple:
it's the best the US has, and

arguably the best warplane
in the world. The bombers,
which cost $2 billion each,
can evade air defence and
radar detection. The B-2
can reach a target anywhere
in the world and return to
base, and can be re-fuelled
midair. The warplane, a Cold
War-era product, has been
previously used in combat to
target the Houthis. The B-2
has been designed in such a
way that it has facilities for
pilots to store and heat food,
as well as a toilet. So far,
no B-2 has ever been lost in
combat. The move is not a
knee-jerk reaction. It is being
seen as a pincer attack by
Trump - targeting Iranian-
backed Houthis for attacking
American ships crossing the
Red Sea and pressuring Iran
over its advancing nuclear
program. For several weeks
now, the US has been
bombarding the Houthis in
Yemen. The most significant
was in  March  when
airstrikes killed 53 terrorists
and wounded almost 100
others. Trump has vowed to

continue striking the Houthis
until the outfit ceases attacks
on commercial ships in the
Red Sea, a crucial trade
route. Houthis have been
targeting ships in the region
since the war between Israel
and Hamas started in 2023 as
a mark of solidarity for Gaza.
“Stop shooting at US ships,
and we will stop shooting
at you... We have only just
begun, and the real pain is
yet to come, for both the
Houthis and their sponsors
in Iran,” Trump said earlier
this week. However, defence
analysts have pointed out
that deploying as many as
six B-2 bombers to Diego
Garcia wouldn’t be just to
target Houthis and had a
wider strategy. “Six is a
serious number. For Houthi
deeply buried targets, two
or maybe three, but six
B-2s is a major effort,”
military ~ aviation  analyst
Peter Layton told CNN. The
heavy deployment is also
a move to send a message
to Iran to renegotiate its
nuclear deal with the Trump
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administration. In a letter
to Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei last
month, Trump gave a two-
month deadline to reach a
new nuclear deal or face
consequences. ‘There are two
ways Iran can be handled:
militarily, or you make a
deal. I would prefer to make
a deal, because I am not
looking to hurt Iran,” Trump
told Fox News last month.
Iran, however, has rejected
any direct negotiations.
While Iran denies having a
military nuclear programme,
several reports and analysis
have revealed that the Middle
East nation has accelerated
uranium  enrichment  to
near-weapons-grade levels.
Notably, Trump, during his
first term, withdrew from the

nuclear agreement negotiated
in 2015 between the US, Iran
and five other global powers.
If Tran doesn’'t come to the

negotiating table, its nuclear
and weapons storage facilities
could be potential US targets.
“The B-2 bombers have
the ability to carry heavy
bombs, including bunker
busters capable of potentially
damaging Iran’s heavily
fortified nuclear enrichment
sites,” Daryl Press, a defence
expert, told ABC News.



