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PM Modi maugurates India first

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated
India’s first vertical lift
sea bridge in Tamil Nadu's
Rameswaram today on the
occasion of Ram Navami.
The rail bridge, known as
Pamban, has been built at a
cost of Rs 550 crore. Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
was seen with PM Modi
at the inauguration while
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin was missing
from the scene. PM Modi
inaugurated the Pamban
Bridge after concluding his
three-day trip to Sri Lanka.
The Prime Minister posted
on his X account about
witnessing Ram Setu at
the same time as the Surya
Tilak was taking place in
Ayodhya on the occasion
of Ram Navami, calling
it a “divine coincidence.”
Rooted in mythology,

the bridge holds deep
spiritual significance, as
the Ramayana recounts
the construction of Ram
Setu beginning from
Dhanushkodi, near
Rameswaram. Connecting
Rameswaram to mainland
India, the bridge has been
built at a cost of Rs 550
crore. The 2.08-km-long
structure features 99 spans
and a 72.5-metre vertical
lift span that elevates to
17 metres, enabling the
smooth passage of large
ships without disrupting
train services. Designed to
be future-ready, the bridge
incorporates stainless steel
reinforcements, high-
grade protective paint,
and fully welded joints for
enhanced durability and
reduced maintenance. It

is also equipped for dual
rail tracks, anticipating

future traffic needs. A
special polysiloxane coating
guards it against corrosion,
ensuring a long service life
in the challenging marine
environment. The original
Pamban Bridge, constructed
in 1914 by British
engineers, was a cantilever
structure featuring a
Scherzer Rolling Lift

span. For over a century,

it served as a crucial link
for pilgrims, tourists,

and traders travelling to

Bride-to-be, 24, dies after fall from

roller coaster at Delhi amusement park
: :

Agency: A 24-year-
old woman died after
falling from a roller
coaster swing at an
amusement park in
Delhi on Wednesday,
police said. Priyanka,

a sales manager from
Chanakyapuri, was at Fun
and Food Village near
the Kapashera border
with her future husband,
Nikhil, on Wednesday
afternoon, according to
police. The couple had
been enjoying water rides
before moving to the
amusement park section
of the facility.

“During the roller-
coaster ride, when the
swing reached its peak,
the stand broke, and
Priyanka fell straight
down,” a police official
said. Priyanka suffered
severe injuries and
was taken to a nearby
hospital, where she
was pronounced dead.
Nikhil then informed
Priyanka’s family and

‘Roaring’ row over party in

Agency: In a blatant
violation of environmental
norms and National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA ) guidelines,
Rajasthan forest department
allegedly permitted a private
event inside Ranthambore
Fort, which lies within
the Critical Tiger Habitat
of Ranthambhore Tiger
Reserve, immediately after
sunset on Friday. Over 10
vehicles, including those
fitted with loud music
systems, carried influential
individuals into the fort
for the celebration. This
came to light when state

police. Police registered
a case based on Nikhil's
statement and began an

investigation. Priyanka’s
body was handed over

to her family after a
post-mortem examination.
Priyanka’s brother,
Mohit, alleged negligence
on the part of the water
park. He claimed there
were inadequate safety
measures and that his
sister was taken to the
hospital too late. “After
Priyanka fell, she was
taken to the hospital late,
due to which she lost her
life,” Mohit said. He also

agriculture minister Kirori
Lal Meena reached the spot
after receiving information
about the gathering. In an
area where tigers frequently
roam, the presence of
vehicles after sunset raised
serious concerns. Meena
has written to Union forest
minister Bhupendra Yadav
for a probe. Outraged by the
perceived mismanagement,
Meena staged a protest at
the fort gate. Senior forest
and district officials rushed
to the site. The minister
confronted them, accusing
them of colluding with
influential individuals and

Jacqueline Fernandez’s
mother dies due to
health complications

Agency: Jacqueline
Fernandez's mother, Kim
Fernandez, died on Sunday
after being hospitalised at
Lilavati Hospital for several
days. The actor’s mother
suffered a stroke on March 24.
Jacqueline had even skipped
her scheduled performance at
the Indian Premier League’s
opening ceremony in Guwahati
last month to remain by her
mother’s side. The actor
and her father were present
at the hospital during her
mother’s final moments.
Kim Fernandez, of mixed
Malaysian and Canadian
heritage, worked as an air
hostess in Bahrain during the
1980s. It was there that she
met Elroy Fernandez, a Sri

Lankan Burgher who had
moved to Bahrain to escape
the civil conflict between

the Sinhalese and Tamil
communities in Sri Lanka. The

couple went on to have four
children, with Jacqueline - born
in 1985 - being the youngest,
alongside her two brothers

and a sister. A statement from
Jacqueline's team is expected
to be released soon

F 'y
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alleged that a section of
the park, including the
roller coaster, was closed
for repairs after the
incident.

“If the swings in the
amusement park needed
repairs, then why were
they opened ? In such a
situation, they [the park
authorities] are playing
with people’s lives,” he
said. Priyanka and Nikhil
were engaged in February
2025. Police said the
investigation is ongoing.
The amusement park is
yet to issue a statement
on the accident

disregarding rules. “Local
villagers are subject to
strict restrictions, while
influential people manage
to flout regulations with
impunity. On the same day,
forest personnel denied a
local resident permission to
offer a card to Lord Ganesh
as a ritual at 4.30pm, well
before sunset, citing forest
rules,” Meena told TOL.
The fort has a Ganesh
temple and the minister
was referring to it when
drawing the comparison. A
senior official confirmed
the episode. “Seven vehicles
were seized and FIRs were

and from Rameswaram
Island. In 2019, the Indian
government approved the
construction of a modern
replacement. Executed

by Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited (RVNL), a
Navratna PSU under the
Ministry of Railways,

the project navigated
significant challenges—from
environmental constraints
and logistical hurdles to the
rough waters and strong
winds of the Palk Strait
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Rahul Gandh1’s church land claim
vertical lift sea bridge in Tamil Nadu draws Rajeev Chandrasekhar’s ire

Agency: Clarifying that “owning
land is not a crime,” Kerala BJP
chief and former Union Minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar on Sunday
tore into the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, after
the Congress leader - citing a media
report - claimed that following the
passage of the Waqf Bill, the RSS,
BIP’s ideological parent, is now
eyeing land owned by the Catholic
Church. Referring to the now-deleted
piece cited in the article titled “Who
has more land in India ? The Catholic
Church vs Waqf Board debate”,
published by RSS’s mouthpiece,
Organiser, Chandrashekhar took
to X and acknowledged that the
article was “inaccurate”. The RSS-
linked magazine's article, claiming
the Catholic Church to be “the
largest non-governmental land
owner” in India, was soon pulled
down after it faced backlash from
several opposition leaders, including
Gandhi and Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi, Vijayan. Sharpening his

attack over Rahul Gandhi's tweet,
Chandrashekhar, in a scathing post,
wrote: “Owning land is not a crime
just as vast amounts of land is owned
by Railways, Army, Plantation
owners etc. However grabbing it from
people as Cong leaders in Karnataka
do and Waqf tried to do is wrong.”
Defending the newly-enacted Waqf
law, Chandrashekhar said: “PM @
narendramodi jis Waqf amendment
act, restores the rights of property
and appeal to ALL Indians AND
ensures that Waqf land is used for
the benefit of poor Muslims not rich
Cong builder/politicians.” Latching on
to the row over the Organiser piece,

Rahul Gandhi on Saturday took to X
and wrote: ‘I had said that the Waqf
Bill attacks Muslims now but sets a
precedent to target other communities
in the future. It didn’t take long

for the RSS to turn its attention to
Christians. The Constitution is the only
shield that protects our people from
such attacks - and it is our collective
duty to defend it.” In response to the
Wagqf's criticism, Chandrashekhar said
that the amended law seeks to undo
the injustice Congress had committed
in 2013, when the Waqf law was last
amended, because of its “shameless
appeasement politics.” “Every point
made by each and every Cong MP
during the Waqf debate about the
constitution was a total lie - including
that Art 25,13,14 will be violated

by this act. LIES, LIES AND more
shameless Lies,” he went on. The BJP
state unit president further warned
that if the Congress MPs “were not
protected by Parliamentary privilege,
they would be prosecuted for lies and
spreading communal poison.”

UK Prime Minister to declare end of

globalisation amid Trump

Agency: Following US
President Donald Trump's
protectionist measures
- such as tariffs and the
‘ America First' policy -
UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer is scheduled
to make an address on
Monday, declaring that the
era of globalisation is over.
The UK Prime Minister
is all set to announce
that globalisation - which
began with the fall of the
Soviet Union in 1991 - has
caused disappointment
to millions of voters as
Trump’s unprecedented
10 per cent “baseline”
tariffs slipped the global
markets into uncertainty,
the Times reported.
According to a report by
the Times, Starmer is also
expected to acknowledge
that he understands his
US counterpart’s focus
on economic nationalism.
Citing a senior UK
official, the outlet reported
that while the Starmer

administration does not
agree with Trump’s extreme
measures, it admits that a
new era has begun - one
in which many support the
US President’s approach.
“Globalisation doesn't
work for a lot of working
people. We don’t believe
trade wars are the answer.
This is a chance to show
that there’s a different
path," Starmer said, as
reported by the Times. As
Trump moves to remove
trade barriers, Starmer,
according to The Times,
has acknowledged that with
increased competition as a
result, countries will look
inward to boost productivity
and ramp up domestic
production through supply-
side reforms. Aligning with
Starmer’s outlook, HSBC
chief Sir Mark Tucker
echoed a similar sentiment,
saying that globalisation
“may have now run its
course.” Addressing the
bank’s global investment

i

summit in Hong Kong

last month, Sir Tucker
predicted that amid rising
global tensions and Trump's
aggressive trade policies,
the world is likely to split
into smaller regional blocs
or clusters where strong
trade ties may emerge, The
Financial Times reported.
Declaring a national
emergency, Trump, on April
2, announced “reciprocal”

Ranthambore tiger haven
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registered against several
individuals involved,” the
official said. In his letter
to Union minister Yadav,
Meena pushed for an NTCA
probe and strict action against
the officials who allowed the
private event. “The concern
deepens in light of incidents
reported in Feb 2025 from
Maharashtra, where poaching

networks were found to be
active again. Poaching is an
organised crime that rapidly
spreads across states. Allowing
unauthorised entry into a
protected area poses a grave

Jasprit Bumrah joins Mumbai Indians squad

Agency: In a major
development that has sent
waves of excitement through
the Mumbai Indians fanbase,
star pacer Jasprit Bumrah
has officially joined the
franchise’s squad ahead of
their upcoming IPL 2025
fixture. The five-time
champions announced the
news on Sunday via their
social media platforms,
sharing an electrifying video
with the caption: “Ready
to Roar.” Bumrah's much-
anticipated return comes after
a period of rehabilitation
at the BCCI's Centre of
Excellence (CoE ). The ace
speedster had not featured in
any of Mumbai’s matches this
season, leaving fans anxiously
awaiting updates. Speaking at
the toss ahead of MI's game
against Lucknow Super Giants

on Friday, skipper Hardik
Pandya had hinted at the
possibility of Bumrah's return,
saying, “Tasprit should be
back soon.” That promise has
now materialised. Bumrah's

comeback is a massive relief
for Mumbai Indians, who
have struggled to find their
groove in IPL 2025. His
presence not only bolsters the
bowling attack but also brings
leadership and composure in

crunch situations. With MI yet
to hit peak form this season,
Bumrah's arrival could be the
turning point. Known for his
lethal yorkers, calm under
pressure, and game-changing
spells, the 31-year-old pacer
will be crucial in MI's quest
to climb the points table. In
their next fixture, MI host
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
at the Wankhede stadium on
Monday.

threat to conservation efforts,”
Meena wrote. Chief conservator
of forests (Wildlife ) and
Ranthambhore field director
Anup KR was unavailable
for comment.

’S tr

tariffs on countries which
slap a higher levy on US
imports and a 10 per cent
baseline tariff. “To all of the
foreign presidents, prime
ministers, kings, queens,
ambassadors and everyone
else who will soon be
calling to ask for exemptions
from these tariffs, I say,
‘Terminate your own tariffs,
drop your barriers,”” Trump
said. “April 2, 2025, will

forever be remembered

as the day American
industry was reborn, the
day America’s destiny was
reclaimed, and the day that
we began to make America
wealthy again,” Trump
went on. Even as the EU
responded with retaliatory
tariffs, the UK adopted a
“pragmatic approach” and
got off lightly, facing only a
10 per cent baseline tariff.

Police continue crackdown on

criminals in Sec 25, Maloya

Agency: Continuing
crackdown on persons with
criminal past and suspects, the
UT police carried out another
cordon and search operation
(CASO) in Sector 25 colony
and Maloya this morning.
Today's operations saw a
massive police deployment
with over 45 personnel
conducting the drive in
Maloya at 5:30 am. The teams
rounded up 72 suspicious
individuals, including bad
characters, prisoners recently
released and strangers in
Maloya between 5:30 and
8:30 am. A thorough search

was conducted of suspected
vehicles and persons. A total
of 40 vehicles were checked
and two challans were issued
for traffic violations. After
verification at the Maloya
Police Station, 27 were
released. Preventive action
was taken for three suspects
under Section 129 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) and seven
jail released/repeat offenders
were booked under Section
129/170. Three nakas were set
up at the entry points of Sector
25 Colony and checking was
carried out throughout the day.

UGC notifies regulations to assess foreign degrees

Agency: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has notified a new set of
regulations for equivalence
of qualifications earned
in foreign institutions.

It has developed a
technology-driven
mechanism for recognising
foreign qualifications

from schools and higher
education institutes. There
was concern among a
number of Indian students
returning from abroad
with international degrees,
often facing delays and
uncertainty in getting
their degrees recognised
either for admission

to Indian institutions

or for employment. A
qualification from a foreign
educational institution will
be recognised for grant

of equivalence certificate

provided the institution

is recognised under the
relevant laws in its home
country. The candidate
must have pursued the
programme of study as per
the norms and standards
specified by the institution
and the entry level
requirements for admission
to such programmes must
be similar to that of a
corresponding programme
in India.

The standing committee
will decide on the
requirements for grant of
equivalence on parameters
such as credits, thesis,
dissertation, hands-on
experiential learning and
internship requirement,
among others. UGC
chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar said, “Many
students return with

international qualifications
to seamlessly integrate into
India’s higher education
system or workforce. Such
students need a structured
procedure to evaluate
foreign credentials without
unpredictable delays and
procedural ambiguity.” He
said that acknowledging
this challenge, the UGC
had decided to establish a
standardised equivalence
framework by bringing

in a new regulation. The
provisions for granting
equivalence certificates to
foreign qualifications will
not apply to professional
degrees awarded in
disciplines such as medicine,
pharmacy, nursing, law,
architecture and other
fields that fall under the
jurisdiction of statutory
regulatory councils in India.



