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AGENCIES

Jodhpur Union
Culture and Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Monday

expressed deep sorrow over
the tragic fire at Jaipur's
Sawai Man Singh (SMS)
Hospital and extended
condolences to the families
of the victims. Speaking to
the media in Jodhpur,
Shekhawat emphasised that
the focus now should be on
saving lives and preventing
such  incidents  from
occurring again. "This is not
a matter for personal blame
or political comment."
Shekhawat said. "If an

individual is found
responsible, action will be
taken. And if it was due to a
technical flaw, steps must be
taken to ensure it doesn't
happen again."

Addressing a press
conference here, Shekhawat
described the incident as
"unfortunate" and said a
thorough government-level
investigation will determine
the cause of the fire. "Why
did the fire start? What went
wrong? It's too early for me
to comment. Right now, our
focus must be on the
recovery of those affected
and saving lives. An
investigation is underway,
and accountability will be

ensured,” he said. He
reiterated that the incident
calls for serious
introspection, adding that
"whatever has happened is
deeply saddening,

Will work to prevent such tragedies in the future:

Union Minister Shekhawat on Jaipur hospital fire

unacceptable, and
must never be
repeated.” In response
to the Jaipur tragedy,
the Union Minister
announced immediate
measures in Jodhpur
to prevent such
incidents in the future.
He said he had spoken
to the Principal of
Jodhpur Medical
College and the District
Collector, instructing
them to begin urgent
fire safety audits in all
government hospitals and
offices across the city. "Fire
safety audits must be carried
out regularly. We need to
create a strong, enforceable

protocol to ensure these
checks are not overlooked.
The system must be

strengthened to protect
lives." Shekhawat's
statement underscores

growing concern over fire
safety standards in public
institutions, following the
SMS Hospital fire that
claimed six lives and left
several others injured.

Six people lost their lives
in a fire which was reported
at the SMS Trauma centre on
Sunday late hours. Many
people sustained burn
injuries, too. National as well
as state leaders have
expressed condolences over
the incidents.

For Mamata Banerjee, death and

destruction mean nothing: BJP
AGENCIES

Kolkata : As North Bengal reels under heavy
rains and landslides that have claimed at least 23
L lives, BJP's IT cell
~ chief and the party's
central observer for

West Bengal, Amit

Malviya, on Monday

launched a scathing

attack on  Chief

Minister Mamata

Banerjee, alleging that

"death and

destruction mean

e nothing" to her.

o Malviya was
referring to the mega
annual state
government -

organised Durga Puja carnival in Kolkata on

Sunday evening, which was attended by the Chief

Minister. A video of the event went viral, in which

the Chief Minister, accompanied by Bengali cine-

stars, was seen shaking her legs to the tune played
on the occasion.
"Let this be remembered. When 28 people

Such parties will never return
NDA fact-finding panel blames

to power: Rijiju slams Congress

AGENCIES

New Delhi : Union Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Monday hit out at the Congress and
other  Opposition parties for
"attacking" Indian armed forces and
repeatedly doubting their capability
and asserted that such 'negative'
approach would never gain people's

JPNadda, Priyanka Gandhi express griefover Jaipur Higherreachesreceivesnowfall,
Hospital fire tragedy; urge swift action and relief

trust. He termed their conduct
"unfortunate" and said that they can
never be trusted with power by the
people of the country. His remarks
came in response to Uttar Pradesh
Congress chief Ajay Rai casting doubts
over government and the armed forces'
statements, regarding the success of
Operation Sindoor. The Indian Air
Force Chief Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh recently revealed for the first
time that Indian forces shot down US
and Chinese-made fighter jets in
Pakistan, during the four-day military
operation in May. Reacting sharply to
Ajay Rai's comments, Rijiju, in an
interview with IANS, said, "It is
unfortunate that whenever our top
Army officials respond to Pakistan,
Congress and opposition leaders attack
our armed forces even before Pakistan
does.

'gross administrative negligence'

AGENCIES

Chennai : A fact-finding team of
NDA Members of Parliament probing
the Karur stampede, which left 41
people dead and over 100 injured
during a rally by actor and TVK Chief
Vijay, has termed the tragedy a
"completely avoidable disaster caused
by gross administrative negligence,
poor planning and total
mismanagement”. In a detailed report
submitted to the BJP high command,
the MPs said the catastrophic crowd
surge was the result of "an absolute
breakdown in basic safety measures”,
citing glaring lapses in crowd control
and official oversight. They noted that
while the venue was appropriate for
only 2,000-3,000 people, nearly
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heavyrainlashes plainsinJK

30,000 gathered for Vijay's rally,
creating dangerously overcrowded
conditions. According to the team,

thousands of supporters began arriving
from early morning, though the event
was scheduled for noon. Vijay's delayed
arrival -- nearly seven hours later than
expected -- left the restless, tightly
packed crowd agitated.

died and thousands faced death and destruction
from Dooars to Darjeeling, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee was dancing in
Kolkata -- celebrating at a tax-funded carnival
while her state mourned," Malviya said in a social
media post made on Monday morning. Although
Malviya quoted the death figure at 28, the official
data compiled by the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and the district administrations in
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri placed the number of
fatalities at 23 till Monday morning. However, the
administrative officials apprehend that the actual
death toll may be more, as rescue and recovery
operations will be carried out during the course of
the day. In his statement, Malviya said that the
Chief Minister was equally remorseless when 12
people died in and around Kolkata last month
after they came in touch with live electricity wire
submerged in the rainwater accumulated at
different pockets, which was evident from her
busy schedule inaugurating Durga Puja pandals
then. "She was equally remorseless when 12
people were electrocuted during Durga Puja this
year. Even then, she went about inaugurating
pandals as if nothing had happened.

Maharashtrabans Coldrif Syrup after
children's deaths in MP, Rajasthan

AGENCIES

Jaipur : BJP National
President and Union Health
Minister J.P. Nadda on
Monday expressed deep grief
on the tragic fire at the
Trauma Centre of Sawai Man
Singh Hospital in Jaipur,
which claimed over 6 lives
and left many injured.
Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi also called
the incident heart-wrenching
and demanded
accountability. BJP National
President Jagat Prakash
Nadda expressed profound
sorrow over the incident,
calling the loss of lives
"extremely heartbreaking."

Taking to social media,

National conference on
Defence manufacturing
startsin Delhi on Tuesday

Nadda said, "The news of
several patients being killed
in the fire at the trauma
centre of Sawai Man Singh
Hospital in Jaipur is
extremely heartbreaking. I
spoke with the Chief
Minister of the state, Bhajan
Lal Sharma, and enquired
about the ongoing health
facilities and relief efforts.” "I

express my deepest
condolences to the bereaved
families. I pray to God to
grant them the strength to
bear this unbearable pain
and wish a speedy recovery
to the injured," he said.
Wayanad MP  Priyanka

Gandhi also called the
incident heart-wrenching
and demanded
accountability, expressing

her sorrow and concern over
the incident in Rajasthan.

In a statement posted on
X, she wrote, "The news of
the painful deaths of several
patients due to a fire in the
trauma centre of a
government hospital in
Jaipur is extremely heart-
wrenching.

AGENCIES

Srinagar : Season's
first snowfall occurred in
the higher reaches of
Kashmir  Valley on
Monday as all schools in
the Jammu division of
J&amp;K were closed due
to torrential rainfall.

The Meteorological
Department (MeT)
officials said the season's

T AGENCIES Syrup), Batch No SR-13,
- = manufactured by Sresan
Mumbai The Pharma, Kancheepuram

first snowfall occurred in

Gulmarg hill station,
Zojila Pass, Razdan Pass,
Pit Ki Gali and other
higher reaches of the
Valley, and heavy rain
occurred in the plains
during the last 12 hours.
Authorities ordered the
closure of all schools on
October 6 and 7 in the
Jammu division due to an
adverse weather forecast.

District, Tamil Nadu. The

Maharashtra Food and Drugs
Administration (FDA)
has ordered an
immediate halt to the
sale, distribution, and
use of Coldrif Syrup
across the state, citing
toxic adulteration linked
to the tragic deaths of

children in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
State Drug Controller
DR Gahane issued a specific batch, with
statement late Sunday night, manufacturing date May

alerting all licensees and the 2025 and expiry date April

public to immediately freeze 2027, is allegedly
any stock of Coldrif Syrup contaminated with
(Phenylephrine Diethylene Glycol (DEG), a
Hydrochloride, poisonous substance, the

Chlorpheniramine Maleate statement said.

Decisiononcaste census deadine extension

AGENCIES

New Delhi : Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh will inaugurate a
national-level conference on
'Opportunities in Defence
Manufacturing in the Country' at
Vigyan Bhawan here on Tuesday. The
conference, organised under the aegis
of the Department of Defence
Production, Ministry of Defence, will
provide a focussed platform to
strengthen coordination between the
Ministry and governments of all the
States and Union Territories, with the
objective of aligning regional
industrial policies and infrastructure
development with the national goal of
achieving self-reliance in Defence
manufacturing, according to an
official statement issued on Monday.

During the event, the Defence
Minister Singh will launch the new
'Defence Exim Portal', designed to
streamline the process of issuing
export and import authorisations, as
well as Srijan DEEP (Defence
Establishments and Entrepreneurs
Platform) portal, a digital repository
mapping the capabilities and products
of Indian Defence industries. Two key

o
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publications  'Aerospace

&amp;
Defence Sector Policy Compendium of
States and Union Territories' and the
iDEX Coffee Table Book 'Shared
Horizons of Innovation' will also be

released on the occasion, the
statement said. The conference aims
to bring together senior officials from
the Departments of Industries of all
States and Union Territories to
discuss their crucial role in advancing
India's Defence manufacturing
ecosystem. It will also highlight
ongoing national efforts to boost
indigenisation, enhance Defence
exports, and promote investment in
the sector, the statement added.

AGENCIES

Bengaluru Karnataka Home
Minister G. Parameshwara said on
Monday that the decision on extending
the deadline for the Socio-Economic and
Academic Survey, commonly known as
the caste census, will be made by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah. He made the
statement while responding to a question
on the caste census in Bengaluru.

"Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has
gone to the Koppal district. Once he
returns, he will consult officers. After
gathering information from all districts,
the progress achieved in each district will
be considered. In some districts, 70 per
cent of the survey has been completed, in
others 50 per cent, and in some districts
80 per cent of the targets have been
achieved. These districts are all set to
complete the census," he said. "Almost 80
per cent of the survey is complete, and for
the remaining 20-25 per cent, if an
extension of four to five days is given, it
can be completed," Parameshwara added.
"Across the state, about 25 per cent of the
survey is yet to be completed. There is

indeed confusion in some places,

l h
l
’ I v

NI~
including technical issues and challenges
faced by enumerators. We have to
complete the census, and the government
has set the deadline as October 7
(Tuesday),” he stated. Addressing
concerns raised by Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and Union Minister V.
Somanna over certain questions in the
caste census, he said, "Everyone,
including Dy CM D.K. Shivakumar and
Union Minister V. Somanna, has their
own opinions. We feel that some aspects
of the survey are not entirely correct.
Whenever a state-level survey is

conducted, minor confusions are
inevitable; it cannot be foolproof." He
appealed for cooperation, stating, "If
everyone cooperates, the survey will be
completed. All should cooperate."
Responding to the BJP's criticism that the
latest report might face the same fate as
the Kantharaju Commission report,
which was discarded, Parameshwara
said, "That is their opinion, and they may
make such claims. But as a government,
we will do what is required.” When asked
whether the Congress-led government is
using the caste census to divide the
Veerashaiva-Lingayat community,
Parameshwara maintained that it was
again the opposition's opinion. "We, as a
responsible government, are doing what
is required. The government has made
decisions after studying the pros and cons
and also considering the previous caste
census survey,” he said. The Karnataka
Congress-led government is most likely to
extend the October 7 deadline set for the
completion of the controversial Socio-
Economic and Academic Survey. A short
deadline of 15 days, technical issues, slow
pace, and confusion have resulted in the
survey remaining incomplete.
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