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SCissues notice on pleatoremove BJP
Assam's Muslim 'takeover' video

AGENCIES

New Delhi The
Supreme Court on Tuesday
issued a notice on a plea
seeking directions for the
removal of a video posted by
the official X handle of BJP
Assam, which allegedly
spreads communal
disharmony and vilifies the
Muslim community. The
application pointed to a
video circulated on
September 15, from the
handle 'BJP Assam Pradesh’
that purportedly depicts a
"grossly false narrative"
suggesting a  Muslim
"takeover" of Assam if the
BJP doesn't continue in
power. Issuing notice, a

o

W

Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
sought responses from the
BJP Assam unit and the
social media platform 'X' and
listed the matter for hearing
on October 27. The
application, filed through
advocate Lzafeer Ahmad,
stated that the video shows
"visibly Muslim people
(wearing skull caps and
burqas) taking over tea
estates, Guwahati airport,
Assam Ranghar, Guwahati

Stadium, and Guwahati
town," while also depicting
"illegal migrants who are
visibly Muslim coming into
Assam; Muslims acquiring
government land; and
finally, that the State has
90% Muslim population.”
The petitioners have sought
urgent removal of the video,
which has garnered over 4.6
million views, 19,000 likes,
and 6,100 reposts as of
September 18. "As the ruling
dispensation, BJP-Assam is
bound by the Constitution of
India and thereby is bound
to uphold the secular values
that form part of the basic
structure of the Constitution.
However, the video
circulated by its official

Twitter openly targets,
vilifies and demonises
Muslims," the application
stated. "The broad message
of the video is that the worst
fate that a State can be met
with is its takeover by
Muslims, and on the
strength of the assurance
that if the BJP is voted into
power, the State would be
saved from the same,
support is being sought," it
added. The application has
argued that the act of
disseminating such content
amounts to a "gross failure
as well as the complete
disregard of secular values
that the ruling dispensation
of any State of our country is
bound to uphold".

'Injustice': Congress condemns
attack on BJP leadersin Bengal

Delhi cyber cell nabs three

Drugs valued at Rs 70 crore
seized in Tripura; four held

AGENCIES

Agartala : In one of
the major drug hauls, the
Assam Rifles, in close
coordination with the
Customs officials, seized
contraband valued at Rs
70 crore in Tripura and
arrested four drug
peddlers, officials said on
Tuesday.

A defence spokesman
said that in a major strike
against drug trafficking,
Assam Rifles, in close
association with Customs
officials, launched a well
planned operation in
Singhichhara areas
under Khowai district.
Acting on secret inputs,
the joint team

intercepted two trucks

carrying cement as
coverup cargo for
trafficking narcotics and
recovered 69.61 kg highly
addictive
methamphetamine
tablets valued at around
Rs 70 crore. Four drug

peddlers were also
apprehended. The
spokesman said that this
operation was a follow-
up to the successful
operation conducted on
September 29 in the
bordering Mohanpur in
West Tripura district.

I've seen several deepfake
videos of myself, time to boost
cyber defences: Sitharaman

AGENCIES

New Delhi : Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury on Tuesday condemned the attack on
BJP leaders in West Bengal's Jalpaiguri district,
terming it an "injustice" and criticising the police
for remaining silent. BJP Maldaha Uttar MP
Khagen Murmu and MLA Shankar Ghosh were
brutally attacked by a mob on Monday while on
their way to meet residents affected by the recent
landslides in North Bengal and to distribute relief
materials. While Ghosh suffered minor bruises,
Murmu sustained serious injuries to his face and
head. Speaking to the news agency, Chowdhury
said, "This is an injustice. Workers of a party can
go anywhere. People are flood-affected, lakhs of
people are living in bad conditions, and there is
panic among the people. Any member of the party,
be it the BJP, Congress, Trinamool Congress, Left

fraudsters for duping elderly

AGENCIES

New Delhi : In a major
crackdown on the cyber
fraudsters, the Cyber cell of
Delhi Police Crime Branch
apprehended three accused
for cheating an elderly
citizen, also a retired
government employee, of Rs
42 lakh on Tuesday, said an
official. The cyber cell also
unearthed the money trail
used by cyber criminals to
divert the money through
multiple channels to escape
the clutches of law. The
senior citizen was cheated of
nearly Rs 42.49 lakhs

BSF recovers pistol parts,
Pakistan-made ammunition from
border areas of Tarn Taran

through digital arrest, and
the cyber cell managed to
trace Rs 8.49 lakhs, being
siphoned off to multiple bank
accounts. The arrest exposes
the deep nexus of organised
cyber fraud and disrupted
crucial financial pipelines
misused to cheat citizens.

The accused had provided his
current bank account to
interstate cyber syndicates,

thereby facilitating the
diversion and laundering of
victims' funds through

multiple channels. The 8o-
year-old victim, a retired
government employee, had
received fraudulent calls
from certain WhatsApp
numbers, where the callers
falsely claimed to be officials
from ED/CBI. The fraudsters
claimed that they had
evidence of  wrongful
financial transactions in his
name and threatened him
with consequences.

AGENCIES

Mumbai Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Tuesday that she has
seen several deepfake videos of
herself being circulated online,
manipulated to  mislead
citizens and distort facts -- a
reminder of the urgency with
which we must strengthen our
defences. Addressing the 6th
edition of the Global FinTech
Fest 2025 in Mumbai, she said
the new generation of fraud is
no longer about breaching
firewalls, it is about hacking
trust. "Criminals are using Al
to mimic voices, clone
identities and create lifelike
videos that can manipulate

Monday evening, while carrying out a

search on the Tarn Taran border,

New Delhi : Union

e

people,” she told the gathering.
To address rising
impersonation and false
representation targeting
investors, it is heartening to
note that SEBI and NPCI have
launched a dedicated UPI
handle for SEBI-registered
investor-facing intermediaries
with category suffixes such as
Jbrk for brokers and .mf for
mutual funds.

HM Shah approves additional Rs 707
crore for flood-hit Assam, Gujarat

AGENCIES

NDRF for Expansion
and Modernisation of
Fire Services. A total

or Muslim League, anyone can go; there is nothing
wrong with it. However, when someone is
attacked, beaten up, violence happens, people
covered in blood is very wrong." He further
ruling Trinamool
government, saying, "This is what happens in
Bengal. If people connected to the ruling party
have done something wrong, if something
happens, then the police keep quiet. PM Modi is
making allegations, and the West Bengal Chief
Minister is making counter-allegations. They do
this as soon as elections come.”" The Congress
leader also expressed optimism about the
Mahagathbandhan's prospects in the upcoming
Bihar Assembly elections, asserting that "change
"After Rahul Gandhi's Voter
Adhikar Yatra, the efforts by Rahul Gandhi,
Tejashwi Yadav and other opposition leaders to
bring change in Bihar are receiving support from
the common people," Chowdhury said.

slammed the

is inevitable".

Congress

AGENCIES

Tarn Taran : In its relentless
campaign against cross-border
smuggling activities, the Border
Security Force (BSF) has recovered
pistol parts and live rounds from
Punjab's Tarn Taran district.
According to an official release, on

Ashok Gehlot demands judicial probe
into SMS hospital fire tragedy

AGENCIES

Jaipur Former
Rajasthan Chief

vigilant BSF troops recovered one
plastic bottle containing the slide
assembly of a pistol near Naushera
Dhalla village of Tarn Taran. The
bottle was wrapped in yellow adhesive
tape with a metal wire loop attached,
indicating a drone drop. On Tuesday
morning, while tracking a suspected
drone movement, the BSF troops
successfully seized one packet
containing 75 live rounds of 9 mm
calibre from a farming field adjacent
to village Rajoke in Tarn Taran. The
ammunition had stamps of the

Pakistan Ordnance Factory,
confirming the involvement of
Pakistan-sponsored elements

planning terror activities on Indian
soil.

Home Minister Amit
Shah-led High-Level
Committee (HLC) has
approved Rs 707.97
crore of additional
Central assistance to
Assam and Gujarat,
affected by floods,
landslides during 2024,
an official said on
Tuesday. This Central
assistance has been
provided from the
National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF),
subject to an adjustment
of 50 per cent of the
opening balance for the
year available in the

State Disaster Response

Fund (SDRF), the
official said in a
statement. Out of the
total amount of Rs
707.97 crore, Rs 313.69
crore has been approved
for Assam and Rs
394.28 crore for
Gujarat. The High-Level
Committee has also
approved Rs 903.67
crore to Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan under the

outlay of Rs 903.67
crore will have Rs
676.33 crore as Central
assistance. Out of the
total amount of Rs
903.67 crore, Rs 117.19
crore has been approved
for Haryana, Rs 397.54
crore for Madhya
Pradesh and Rs 388.94
crore for Rajasthan. This
additional assistance is
over and above the
funds released by the
Centre to the states in
the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF),
already placed at the
disposal of the states.
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PILinSC seeks GBI prohe into children’s
deathduetocoughsyrup

Coldrif Cough Syrup, a

Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Tuesday demanded a
judicial commission
probe into the tragic fire
incident at Jaipur's
Sawai Man Singh (SMS)
Hospital, which claimed
the lives of eight people
and left several others
injured. Calling the
incident a result of
'systemic negligence",
Gehlot said  such
tragedies have become
all too common in
Rajasthan. Referring to
sarlier incidents, he
recalled the Jhalawar
school roof collapse, in
which seven children
lost their lives, and the
recent deaths linked to
zough syrup
consumption among
children. "How many
times have we seen such
negligence?" Gehlot said
in a post on social
media. "In Jhalawar, we
saw children die -

sometimes due to cough
syrup, other times due
to system failures. This
time, it was a fire," he
said. Describing the

situation at  SMS
Hospital as
unprecedented, he said,
"Families were crying,
asking, 'Where are the
bodies of our loved
ones?' The chaos that
night was  unlike
anything I've seen
before." He further
criticised the state
government's response,
stating  that  Chief
Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma should have
visited the hospital that
night and offered
support to the grieving
families. "Had the Chief

Minictar mat them and

shown empathy, it
would have sent a
message that the

government cared. But
no one even spoke to
them. Their anger was
justified - and it only
grew," he said. Gehlot,
who visited the site
himself, described the

aftermath as
devastating. "The
hospital ward was
completely gutted.

Some say the victims
died of suffocation, but
the level of negligence is
undeniable." Rejecting
the government's
decision to form a short-
term internal committee
to investigate the
incident, he emphasised
the need for a judicial

inAairy

New Delhi : A PIL has
been filed in the Supreme
Court seeking a CBI
investigation into the deaths
of children in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan after
the consumption of toxic
cough syrup. The PIL sought
a retired Supreme Court
judge to monitor a probe and
inquiry into the manufacture,
regulation, testing and
distribution of contaminated
cough syrups. The petition by
Advocate Vishal Tiwari called
for the constitution of a
National Judicial
Commission or  Expert
Committee headed by a
retired Supreme Court judge
to conduct a comprehensive
inquiry into the manufacture,
testing, and distribution of
contaminated cough syrups
containing Diethylene Glycol
(DEG) and Ethylene Glycol
(EG), the same toxic
compounds that  have
previously caused fatalities. It

L ol

sought direction to the Centre
to set up a National Judicial

Commission or Expert
Committee to investigate the
regulatory failures that
allowed the circulation of
substandard cough syrups,
and to suggest robust
measures to prevent such
tragedies. The proposed body
should be chaired by a retired
Supreme Court judge and

include experts in
pharmacology, toxicology,
and drug regulation, it

suggested. The PIL also
sought a direction to transfer
all pending FIRs and

investigations related to the
child deaths due to poisonous
cough syrups in various states
to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), under
the supervision of a former
Supreme Court judge, to
ensure an impartial,
coordinated probe. Multiple

state-level inquiries have
resulted in fragmented
accountability, allowing

recurring instances of toxic
formulations to  reach
consumers, it added. As per
the reports, several children
died in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan after consuming

formulation manufactured by
Sresan Pharma Pvt. Ltd., a
Tamil Nadu-based
pharmaceutical company.
The petition called for
"immediately recall, seize and
prohibit the sale and
distribution of all batches of
Coldrif Cough Syrup and any
other formulations
manufactured by Sresan
Pharma Pvt. Ltd., Tamil
Nadu, or any related
companies, pending
toxicological clearance and
verification of safety
standards by independent
NABL-accredited
laboratories." It further
sought direction to the Centre
to conduct nationwide
mandatory testing of all
syrup-based pharmaceutical
formulations for the presence
of Diethylene Glycol (DEG)
and Ethylene Glycol (EG),
and to publish the results of
such testing in the public
domain for transparency and
public safety.




