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Justice SoumenSensworninas
chiefjustice of Meghalava HC

AGENCIES

Shillong : Justice Soumen Sen was sworn in on
Wednesday as the Chief Justice of the Meghalaya High
Court in a solemn ceremony held at the Raj Bhavan in
Shillong.  The oath of office was administered by
Meghalaya Governor C.H. Vijayashankar in the
presence of distinguished guests and dignitaries.
Justice Sen succeeds Justice Indra Prasanna Mukerji,
who retired on September 5 after reaching the age of
superannuation. Following Mukerji's retirement,
Justice Hamarsan Singh Thangkhiew had been serving
as the Acting Chief Justice until the new appointment.
The ceremony was attended by judges of the
Meghalaya High Court, Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma, Leader of the Opposition Dr Mukul Sangma,
members of the state cabinet, senior officials of the
government, members of the legal fraternity, and other
prominent personalities. The occasion marked an
important transition for the state's judiciary as Justice
Sen officially took charge as the 14th Chief Justice of
the Meghalaya High Court. Born in 1965 in Kolkata,
Justice Soumen Sen completed his legal education
from the University of Calcutta and enrolled as an
advocate in 1987. Over the course of his career, he
built a distinguished reputation in civil, constitutional,
and commercial law. He was elevated as a judge of the
Calcutta High Court in 2011 and had briefly served as
its Acting Chief Justice before being transferred to
Meghalaya. Justice Sen's appointment was
recommended by the Supreme Court Collegium earlier
this year and subsequently approved by the Union
Government. His transfer is part of a larger series of
judicial appointments and reshuffles aimed at
strengthening the leadership of various High Courts
across the country. With his assumption of office,
Justice Sen is expected to bring his vast judicial
experience and administrative acumen to the
Meghalaya High Court, focusing on improving
judicial efficiency and ensuring timely justice delivery.
His tenure is seen as an opportunity to further enhance
the credibility and functioning of the judiciary in the
state.

ShivSena symhol row:SCto hear
UddhavThackeray'spleaon
Novemllenz

AGENCIES

New Delhi : The Supreme Court on Wednesday
fixed November 12 for hearing the plea filed by
Uddhav Thackeray against the order of the Election
Commission of India (ECI) that had allotted party
name 'Shiv Sena' and its iconic election symbol 'Bow
and Arrow' to the Eknath Shinde-led faction. A
Bench of Justices Surya Kant, Ujjal Bhuyan, and N.
Kotiswar Singh agreed to fix the matter for hearing
next month after senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
representing Uddhav Thackeray, submitted that the
matter required urgent consideration as local polls in
Mabharashtra are scheduled for January 2026. "We will
hear all the parties on November 12, and if need arises,
we can continue the hearing on November 13," the
apex court said. Sibal also sought an urgent hearing on
another plea filed by the Shiv Sena(UBT) faction. The
plea challenged the ruling of the Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker, who declined to disqualify 16
MLAs from the ruling camp, including then Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, holding that the Shinde group
constituted the real "Shiv Sena" as it commanded a
majority in both the legislature and the party's National
Executive. To this, the Justice Kant-led Bench
remarked that Sibal should obtain the permission of
the Chief Justice of India (CJI), who is the master of
the roster, for a joint hearing since the other petition is
pending before a different Bench. Earlier in March
2023, the apex court had refused to stay the ECI
decision recognising the Eknath Shinde faction as the
official Shiv Sena and granting it the party name and
symbol. However, it agreed to entertain a plea by
Uddhav Thackeray challenging the decision. "We
cannot pass an order to stay the Election Commission
order. We are entertaining the SLP (special leave
petition by Thackeray against the EC order). We
cannot stay the EC order today," remarked a bench
headed by then Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y.
Chandrachud. Thackeray, in his plea filed before the
apex court, contended that the poll body has failed to
appreciate that he enjoys overwhelming support in the
rank and file of the party. Further, the plea alleged that
the ECI has failed to discharge its duties as a neutral
arbiter of disputes under para 15 of the Symbols Order

and has acted in a manner undermining its ; o . -
o unwavering faith in the soil." The Minister
constitutional status. . .
noted that climate change and environmental
I . I =

EC’s Credibility at Stakes in East Champaran
as Officials Defy Rules ahead of Poll

i

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI:
Bihar approaches
crucial assembly elections,
concerns are mounting
over the involvement of
government employees in
partisan political activities
in East Champaran district.
Despite clear directives from
the Election Commission
(EC) to maintain
neutrality and
from political campaigning
and parties to ensure free
and fair polls,
government
including
agriculture
have been
actively supporting political
parties and candidates.
Reports from
East Champaran

As
its

distance

several
servants,
teachers  and
coordinators,
observed

across
reveal

that government
employees are  openly
campaigning during work
hours or even traveling to
Patna to lobby for tickets
for favored political leaders.
This defiance not only
violates election protocols
but also undermines the
integrity of the electoral
process. Although political

some

parties have not yet
officially declared their
candidates for the 243

assembly constituencies in
Bihar, the premature and
unauthorized engagement
of government staff raises
serious  questions. Two
verified incidents have
come to light, exposing this
troubling trend. In one case,
a middle school teacher in
the Balua locality of Ujjain
Lohiyar in Harsiddhi block
was caught campaigning
for a political party during
school hours. Videos and
images circulated widely
on social media confirm
her political involvement.
Villagers claim she
frequently leaves the school
unattended, leaving her

India Mobile Congress 2025,
Asia’s Largest Tech Event

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated
the 9th edition of the India
Mobile  Congress (IMC)
2025 at the Yashobhoomi
Convention Center in Delhi
on Wednesday morning. It is
Asia’s largest telecom, media,
and technology event, with
representatives and companies
from over 150 countries,
including India, participating.
The event is jointly organized
by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
and the Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI).
This year's theme is “Innovate
to  Transform.”  Speaking

at the inaugural ceremony,
Union Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said that India’s telecom
revolution today is based on
the four “Ds”: democracy,
demography, digital first, and
delivery. He said, “The price
of 1 GB of data in 2014 was
287, which has now come
down to just 9.11. This change
is not just a technological
revolution, but a revolution
of a developed India.” Scindia
said that under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India is no longer a
“technology follower” but a
“digital flagbearer.”

husband to manage teaching
duties while she campaigns.
Local education officials’
apparent  complicity in
allowing this  behavior
points to a wider network
of political patronage that
shields her activities. After
being confronted, the block
education officer managed
to bring the teacher back
to  school temporarily,
but she soon resumed her
campaigning. Even more
startling is the case of an
agriculture advisor from
Harsiddhi block who was

absent from an official
weekly meeting on Tuesday
and was tracked to Patna
without authorization.
Locals allege he was in
the city to secure election
tickets for an RJD candidate
in Harsiddhi. The block
agriculture officer has issued
a show cause notice to this
employee for engaging in
prohibited political activity.
Although the agriculture
advisor sent a leave request
via WhatsApp after the
incident, this after-the-fact
communication does little to

Patna Bihar,

dispel concerns. The Chief
Election Commission has
pledged to conduct free and
peaceful elections, but these
breaches by government
personnel cast doubt on the
robustness of that assurance
in East Champaran. The
district returning officer
and district magistrate,
Saurabh Jorwal, has been
informed of the allegations
but has yet to respond
to the ‘reporter’. As the
election approaches, stricter
enforcement of electoral
norms and accountability

j;iupi Hap Camera
India ===

for violators are urgently

needed to uphold the
democratic process and
maintain public trust. The

situation in East Champaran
serves as a warning sign that
despite official assurances,
political neutrality among

government servants
remains a significant
challenge. Addressing
this issue transparently

and decisively will be
critical for ensuring that
Bihar's assembly elections
are conducted fairly and
without undue influence.

NALCO and CTTC sign MoU to empower
Youth with Industry-Ready Skills

Bhubaneswar: National Aluminium
(NALCO),
Navratna CPSE under the Ministry of
Mines, Government of India, has taken
a significant step towards empowering
rural youth through skill development
by signing an MoU to implement a skill
training programme for youth from
the peripheral villages of NALCO's
units at Damanjodi
an MoU was
signed between NALCO Foundation

Company Limited

operational
Angul. In this context,

— the CSR arm of NALCO and the Sharma, Director (Production); Dr. of the
Central Tool Room and Training Tapas Kumar Pattnayak, Director (HR ); Council,
Centre (CTTC), Bhubaneswar, an Shri Abhay Kumar Behuria, Director

autonomous body under the Ministry
of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises
(MSME ),Government of India, on 7th

the

youths each

and
Pratap Singh,

TNdeclaresredalertinthree dis-
trictsas dengue cases slirge

AGENCIES

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
government has declared a
red alert in three districts --
Chennai, Tiruvallur and
Coimbatore -- following a
sharp rise in dengue cases
over the past two to three
weeks.  Health authorities
have been directed to
intensify mosquito-control
measures and strengthen
hospital preparedness as the
state witnesses a worrying
spike in  fever-related
illnesses. According to the
Directorate  of  Public
Health, Tamil Nadu has
recorded more than 15,000
dengue cases so far this
year, with the pace of
infections increasing in

recent weeks due to erratic
weather patterns.  The
Aedes aegypti mosquito,
which breeds in stagnant
water, has been identified as
the primary cause of the
outbreak.  Chennai has
reported the highest number
of cases, with 3,665 dengue
infections confirmed among
12,264 people who sought

treatment for fever.
Tiruvallur, 1,171 dengue
cases have been reported
out of 9,367 fever cases,
while Coimbatore recorded
1,278 dengue infections
among 7,998 patients,
health officials said. State
Health  Minister Ma.
Subramanian, in a
statement, said that eight
dengue-related deaths have
been reported so far this
year.

"We have instructed all
district health teams to
speed up  preventive
measures and raise public
awareness. Special
mosquito eradication drives
are underway, and hospitals
are on high alert," he said.\
The minister also said that

Govtaims to achieve carbon neutral-
ityintextiles sector by 2030: Minister

AGENCIES

New Delhi : The government not only aims to
achieve the $350 billion textiles sector target
by 2030, including $100 billion in exports,
but also move towards carbon neutrality,
according to Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh.
He stressed that cotton is not merely a crop -
it is the very soul of Indian agriculture, a
reflection of the farmer's sweat, resilience,

and hope. Speaking at an

organised by the Ministry of Textiles and
Confederation of Indian Textile Industry
(CITT), the minister conveyed his wishes to
cotton farmers on World Cotton Day as "each

thread of cotton carries the

farmers - of their hard work under the
scorching sun, their prayers for rain, and their

event jointly ~ Sector.

energy  are

story of our

Singh.

L ol

o

Shri Giriraj Singh

sustalnablhty pose major challenges to the
He emphasised that the climate is
changing, and we must use water and
electricity judiciously and work together to
protect nature.
conservation, and adoption of renewable

"Efficient water use, soil

vital to protect India's

predominantly rain-fed cotton regions and to
ensure that the hard work of farmers leads to
prosperity for generations to come,"

said

he has directed Joint
Directors  of  Health
Services to work closely
with local bodies to clear
stagnant water in residential
areas, inspect overhead
tanks, open drains, and
fumigate mosquito-prone
localities. They have also
been told to issue advisories
urging the public to avoid
exposure to  mosquito
breeding sites such as
ponds, streams, and unused
water containers. Doctors
in both government and
private hospitals have been

instructed to  carefully
monitor  patients  with
suspected dengue

symptoms and ensure early
diagnosis to avoid
complications.

October 2025 at NALCO Corporate
Office. As part of the initiative, 20
from
villages of NALCO's Mines & Refinery
Complex, Damanjodi, and Smelter &
Power Complex, Angul,
youths, will be sponsored for a five-
month residential training programme
at CTTC, Bhubaneswar. The MoU was
signed in the presence of Shri Brijendra
CMD, NALCO,
Directors including Shri Pankaj Kumar

(Finance); and other senior officials
from NALCO, NALCO Foundation and
CTTC Bhubaneswar. Appreciating the

the peripheral
totaling 40

building

and

initiative, Shri Brijendra Pratap Singh
said that the programme would equip
local youth with industry-ready skills
and open doors to sustainable livelihood
opportunities.
that such CSR interventions have the
potential to set a benchmark in the
region by nurturing local talent and

He further underscored

confidence among the youth.

Worth mentioning, the training will
be conducted in alignment with the
National Skills Qualification Framework

National Skill
Government of India.

Development
The

initiative is part of NALCO'’s continued
commitment to community development
and sustainable livelihood under
Corporate Social Responsibility efforts.

its

Telanganaissues publicalert
fortwo more coughsyrups

AGENCIES

Hyderabad:Telangana
Drugs Control
Administration on
Wednesday issued 'stop use'
(public alert) notice

regarding two more cough
syrups found adulterated with
Diethylene Glycol (DEG), a
toxic substance. It has
cautioned people to
immediately stop using
Relife and Respifresh TR
Syrups.

This comes four days
after Drugs Control
Administration issued 'stop
use' notice for Coldrif syrup
in view of the deaths of
children in Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan. The Drugs
Control Administration
issued 'stop use' notice for

.

Relife (Ambroxol
Hydrochloride,
Guaiphenesin, Terbutaline
Sulphate and  Menthol
Syrup); Batch No LSL25160;
expiry date 12/2026 and
manufactured by Shape
Pharma Pvt. Ltd, Gujarat.
The other cough syrup is
Respifresh TR (Bromhexine
Hydrochloride, Terbutaline
Sulphate, Guaiphenesin and
Menthol Syrup); Batch No
ROIGL2523; Expiry Date
12/2026 and manufactured by
Rednex Pharmaceuticals Pvt.
Ltd., Gujarat.

semiconductorstoplaysamerole as
'Charkha’once didforus: Scindia

AGENCIES

New Delhi Union
Minister for
Communications and
Development of the
North-East Region,
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia,
on Wednesday compared
semiconductors to
'charkha', saying they

symbolise India's journey
toward self-reliance in the
modern era. Speaking at
the India Mobile
Congress (IMC) 2025
here, Scindia said
semiconductors  today
represent the same spirit
of Swadeshi and self-

sufficiency  that the
charkha once did during
India's freedom struggle.
"India is hosting a Startup
World Cup where 500
companies will compete
for funding. The country
is witnessing a DSS
revolution: Designing in
India, Solving for India,

and Scaling from India,"
Scindia said.
Highlighting India's rapid
progress in the digital and
telecom sectors, the
minister said that under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership, the
country is witnessing a
new technological
revolution powered by the
4D system -- Democracy,
Demography, Digital-first
approach, and Delivery.
"Today, India's telecom
revolution is built on the
4Ds: democracy,
demography, digital-first
approach, and delivery,"
Scindia stated.



