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Bengal expedites crop insurance
scheme for flood-hit farmers

over18,000 hectares of agrilandflooded

AGENCIES

Kolkata: The West Bengal
government has initiated special
registration camps for flood-
affected farmers across north
Bengal for their speedy
enrolment in the state's crop
insurance scheme following the
recent natural disasters, state
government sources confirmed
on Thursday. State agriculture
department officials are holding
talks with the flood-affected
farmers to expedite the

According to
government sources, heavy and
continuous rainfall caused rivers

administration.

several areas in Jalpaiguri,
Darjeeling, Cooch Behar, and
Alipurduar districts of north
Bengal. There are growing
concerns among the farmers'
community about extensive crop
damage in these regions.
Although the exact extent of the
loss is yet to be ascertained,
initial surveys suggest that
significant damage to vegetables
and major crops, particularly
paddy and maize in these places.
According to  government
reports, as many as 18,452
hectares of agricultural land

Srilankan Navydetains 30 TNfish-
ermen;seizesfourtrawlers
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Chennai: The Sri Lankan
Navy has detained 30 Tamil
Nadu fishermen and seized
four trawlers, alleging that they
had crossed into international
waters for fishing. The incident
occurred on Wednesday night
when the fishermen were
operating off the Palk Bay,
near the maritime boundary
line separating India and Sri
Lanka. According to officials
of the Tamil Nadu Fisheries
Department, as many as 339
boats had been issued fishing
tokens earlier that morning
from the Rameswaram jetty.
Fishermen from Rameswaram,
Thangachimadam, and nearby
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expedition. While several
boats returned safely, one

group was intercepted by Sri
Lankan Navy personnel who
were on routine patrol. The
naval team detained 30
fishermen, impounded their
four trawlers along with the
catch, and escorted them to a

registration process for the
insurance cover, according to a  tO
senior source in the

overflow,
widespread flooding

leading to
across

have been submerged due to
flooding so far.

their routine

coastal hamlets had set sail for
deep-sea

naval base in northern Sri
Lanka for inquiry.
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Patna: As the INDIA bloc nears
finalisation of its seat-sharing
arrangement for the Bihar Assembly
elections, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) expressed hope on
Thursday that the alliance will contest
unitedly and defeat the NDA to "save
the Constitution". The development
comes after Congress on Wednesday
cleared the names of 25 candidates
for constituencies it regards as
traditional strongholds, a decision
taken during a Central Election
Committee meeting at Indira Bhawan,
Delhi. The meeting, held amid
ongoing seat-sharing negotiations
with principal alliance partners in the
INDIA bloc -- notably the Rashtriya
Janata Dal and the Left parties -- was
attended by senior leaders. While the
remaining seats are expected to be
decided soon, speculation persists
about internal tensions during the
talks and over the selection of the
Chief Minister's face and deputy chief
minister posts. CPI(M) General
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Secretary M.A. Baby reaffirmed the
Left's determination to stand together
with the INDIA bloc. Speaking to the
news agency, he said, "We will
contest the elections united. I would
not say anything about seat-sharing
yet. Mahagathbandhan will win, and
the BJP's end will begin from Bihar."
Speaking to the news agency, CPI(M)
leader Ashok Dhawale said there was
an optimistic environment for
resolution. "We will definitely find a
solution. It is likely to happen in the
next two to three days. The
environment for discussion is good,
and it should be resolved within two
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to three days," he said. "This election
is going to be very important. On one
side, there is vote theft, corruption,
communalism, and policies against
the public.

On the other hand, there is the
Mahagathbandhan, which consists of
parties from our INDIA bloc, ready to
challenge all these issues. There will
be tough competition between these
two sides, and we have full
confidence that no matter how much
people (NDA) try to buy votes, this
government must be removed at any
cost,” he added. CPI(M) MLA Ajay
Kumar told the news agency that the

alliance is prepared and confident
about the win. "We are fully prepared.
The Mahagathbandhan, as the India
bloc, is completely ready, and we
believe that the result will be very
good. The Mahagathbandhan
government will be formed," Ajay
Kumar told the news agency. He
added that the number of seats the
party contests will be roughly similar
to the previous election, and that seat-
sharing talks are close to finalisation.
CPI(ML) General Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya said the negotiation
process was nearing completion. "The
process is ongoing and I think
everything will be finalised in a day
or two. More important than the seats
is the SIR attack, in which nearly 10
per cent of the people whose names
should have been on the voter list
were removed," he said. He warned
that Bihar's electorate recognises
what he called an assault on
constitutional institutions and on the
rights of common people, backward
communities, and the poor, and
predicted a strong public response at
the polls.

BomhthreatatTUK chiefVijay's
house declared hoax
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Chennai: Weeks after the tragic Karur
stampede that claimed 41 lives during a
party event, a bomb threat was received at
the residence of Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) chief and actor C. Joseph Vijay on
Thursday. However, after hours of search,
police have confirmed that the threat was a
hoax and have begun an investigation to
trace the caller. According to senior police
officials, an anonymous message warned
of explosives at Vijay's home. Swiftly
responding, bomb disposal squads and
local police conducted an extensive search
and confirmed the threat was false. "We
are treating this seriously and tracing the
origin of the call," an officer said. The
incident comes amid a wave of hoax bomb
threats that have plagued Chennai in
recent months. Emails warning of
explosives at public places, government

offices, and the homes of prominent
politicians and film personalities have
turned into a daily menace. At least nine
such threats were reported over three
consecutive days last week, keeping police
on constant alert. Officials said that
despite over 60 First Information Reports
(FIRs) being registered since 2023, no
arrests have been made so far. In many
instances, multiple threats received on the
same day have been clubbed together into
a single case.
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Jaipur:Former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has accused the
BJP government of large-
scale corruption and
inefficiency  in  the
implementation of the Jal
Jeevan Mission, alleging
that the scheme has

97,000 have been
provided. "At this pace,
the government will

barely cross two lakh
connections this year. This
exposes the BJP's false
promises and hollow
claims," Gehlot stated.
Raising questions about
the functioning of the
Public  Health  and
Engineering Department

Lakhimpur Kheriviolence
case:SCpermitsAshish
Mishratovisitfamilyon Illwall
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday
permitted Ashish Mishra,
the prime accused in the
2021 Lakhimpur Kheri !
violence case, to visit his
hometown in Lakhimpur
Kheri to celebrate Diwali.
As per the order passed by a
Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N.K. Singh, the son of former Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs, Ajay Mishra Teni, may meet
only with his family members and close relatives, and
must return to Lucknow by October 22. However, the
Justice Kant-led Bench clarified that political workers
or members of the public will not be involved in the
celebrations in any capacity. The apex court took note
of the submission that 23 prosecution witnesses have
been examined, nine have been dropped, two remain
unserved, and the rest have been summoned for the
next hearing, scheduled for October 27. It also noted
the status report filed by the Lakhimpur Kheri
Superintendent of Police (SP), which stated that an FIR
has been filed against Ashish Mishra and his father for
allegedly intimidating a witness. In its order, the Bench
led by Justice Kant directed that an officer of the rank
of DSP investigate the matter and ordered that the status
of the ongoing investigation be brought on record. In an
earlier hearing, the Supreme Court had suggested that
the prosecution reduce the number of formal witnesses
to expedite the completion of the trial. The Justice
Kant-led Bench asked the public prosecutor to examine
the list of witnesses to find out whether some of them
who may be found unnecessary could be dropped. In
July last year, the top court confirmed and made
absolute the interim bail granted to Ashish Mishra,
asking the trial court to expedite the pending
proceedings. The Supreme Court in January 2023
imposed a slew of conditions while granting interim
bail to Mishra. It had ruled that Ashish Mishra would
have to leave Uttar Pradesh within one week of his
release; he cannot stay in UP or Delhi/NCR; he shall
inform the court about his location; and any attempt by
his family members or Mishra himself to influence
witnesses would lead to cancellation of his bail. The
apex court added that Mishra would have to surrender
his passport; he would not enter UP except to attend the
trial proceedings; and the prosecution, SIT, Informant
or any family member of the victims of the crime
would be at liberty to promptly inform the apex court
of any incident of misuse of the concession of the
interim bail. Subsequently, it relaxed the bail condition
of Ashish Mishra to stay in Lucknow or Delhi. Later,
he was allowed to visit his family every Saturday
evening, with the condition that he must return to
Lucknow by Sunday daytime. In October 2021, eight
people were killed in Lakhimpur Kheri District's
Tikunia in violence that erupted when farmers were
protesting against UP Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya's visit to the area.
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New Delhi: The Principal
District and Session judge
of Patiala House on
Thursday listed the matter
of Chaitanyanand
Saraswati for hearing on
Friday.

The Principal District

suffered immensely under
their mismanagement. "In
the 2024-25 budget, the
BJP government
announced 25 lakh new
water connections under
the Jal Jeevan Mission, but
could deliver only 9.44
lakh. This is far less than
what was achieved under
the Congress government

. (PHED), Gehlot revealed

-- 13.88 lakh connections
in 2022-23 and 12.17 lakh
in 2023-24," Gehlot said.
He further pointed out that
in the 2025-26 budget, the
BJP announced another
target of 20 lakh tap
connections, but even
after six months of the
financial year, only

that six Additional Chief
Engineers, three
Superintendent Engineers,

and 17 Executive
Engineers have been
placed on prolonged APO.

At the same time, their

"favourite officers" have
been given  double
charges.

and Sessions Judge, Anju
Bajaj Chandan, listed the
bail matter for hearing
tomorrow. The court will
decide whether the bail
plea will be heard by the
principal  judge and
district judge or assigned
to another judge.

A judge in the
morning had recused from

hearing the bail plea of
Chaitanyanand Saraswati.
The matter was referred to
the District Judge.
Saraswati has moved

an application seeking
bail in a molestation case.
He is running in judicial
custody after police
interrogation.

Three Cony MLAS suspended for ‘seriousvio-
[ation’ of I|ISBII1|IIIB III I(erala Assemhly
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Thiruvananthapuram: The Kerala
Legislative Assembly on Thursday
witnessed heightened tension as
Speaker A.N. Shamseer suspended
three Congress MLAs, Roji M. John,
M. Vincent, and Saneesh Kumar,
following a confrontation that left the
Chief Marshal injured. The suspension
was recommended by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister M.B. Rajesh, citing
serious violations of Assembly
discipline.

The clash occurred during a protest
by the opposition over multiple issues,
including Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan's body-shaming remarks and

the controversial sale of the
Sabarimala gold-plated Dwarapalaka
idol.  Opposition Leader V.D.

Satheesan highlighted these issues in

the House, accusing ministers and

ruling party MLAs of making
unparliamentary comments while the
Speaker allegedly remained passive.
Satheesan also claimed that watch-
and-ward personnel were used to
intimidate opposition members. "The
opposition's protest was peaceful,
demanding Minister V.N. Vasavan's
resignation and the removal of

Devaswom  Board  members,"
Satheesan said. He further called for
action against those complicit in the
theft and sale of the temple idol.
Following Satheesan's statement,
opposition members marched into the
Assembly hall, chanting slogans and
raising banners reading, "LDF's
Alchemy Turned Ayyappa's Gold into
Copper."

The Speaker instructed officials to
seize the banners, though enforcement
was partially ineffective. Minister
Rajesh accused the opposition of
exhibiting "hooliganism" during the
proceedings. As tensions escalated,
verbal clashes broke out between
ruling and opposition members, and
watch-and-ward personnel blocked
attempts by opposition MLAS to reach
the Speaker's dais.
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Bengaluru: Amid talks of
leadership change and a possible
cabinet reshuffle, Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah has organised
a dinner for Congress MLAs in
Bengaluru on October 13, sources
said. The sources close to the Chief
Minister stated that the reshuffle will
take place after the Bihar elections.
Through the dinner meeting,
Siddaramaiah also aims to send out a
strong message that there will be no
change in leadership. The Chief
Minister has already spoken to AICC
General Secretary and Congress MP

siddaramaiahto hostdin-
nerforGongress MLAS

may drop 12 ministers incabinetreshuffle

K.C. Venugopal during his recent
visit to Bengaluru, and has claimed
that he will also discuss the matter
with Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.
According to sources, Siddaramaiah
is contemplating dropping 15

ministers and inducting new faces
into the cabinet. He has discussed this
plan with Venugopal. Earlier, when
the high command had asked him to
drop eight to 10 ministers,
Siddaramaiah ~ had  reportedly
disagreed. His strategy, according to
party sources, is that by carrying out
a major reshuffle, he can signal that
there will be no change in the Chief
Minister's post. Speaking at Valmiki
Jayanti celebrations, Siddaramaiah
also assured that a leader from the
Valmiki community would be given a
ministerial berth during the reshuffle.
Reacting to these developments,
Home Minister G. Parameshwara said
on Thursday in Bengaluru, "The
cabinet reshuffle will be decided at




