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Mayawati terms IG's tragic end
anational reckoning on caste
bias, demands impartial probe
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Davanagere: The Karnataka
police have cracked a gang of cyber
criminals involved in siphoning off Rs
150 crore in Davanagere city and
arrested one of the accused on
Saturday, officials said. The authorities
have frozen Rs 18 crore in the case.
Preliminary  investigations have
revealed that between July 27 and
August 19, deposits amounting to Rs

New Delhi: The suicide of senior IPS officer Y.
Puran Kumar in Haryana has sparked widespread
grief and outrage across the country, particularly
among Dalit and Bahujan communities. Mayawati,
National President of the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and former Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh,
expressed deep concern over the incident, calling it a
national shame and a reflection of the caste-based
India's
administrative systems. Kumar, who held the rank of

discrimination  still prevalent in

150 crore were made into the account
of the arrested accused, Syed Arafat,
28, a resident of Shantinagar in Belur
taluk of Hassan district. The gang had
withdrawn Rs 132 crore, while the
police have frozen the rest amount, Rs
18 crore. A hunt has been launched for
the other two accused. The case was
taken up for investigation following a
complaint by H.N. Pramod, who
reported that Rs 54.16 lakh had been
siphoned off from his account in a

Inspector General, reportedly died by suicide on
October 7, 2025, at his residence in Chandigarh. His

wife, Amneet P. Kumar, a senior IAS officer in
Haryana, has accused top officials of orchestrating a
sustained campaign of caste-based harassment and
mental torture against her husband. In an eight-page
suicide note, Kumar allegedly named senior officers
including Haryana DGP Shatrujeet Kapur and
Rohtak SP Narendra Bijarniya, detailing years of
humiliation and professional sabotage. Following
the allegations, the Chandigarh Police registered an
FIR and formed a Special Investigation Team to
probe the matter. Civil society groups and rights
activists have joined the chorus demanding a
transparent and impartial investigation, warning
against any attempt to reduce the probe into the
tragedy to a bureaucratic formality. Mayawati, in a
statement posted on her official X handle, said
Kumar's death had jolted the conscience of the
nation. She emphasised that the incident was not
merely a personal loss but a systemic failure,
exposing the deep-rooted casteism embedded in
institutions meant to uphold justice and equality.

Sanjay Rautinvites CM Fadnavis tojoin all-
partydelegationto meet Maharashtra CEQ
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Mumbai: The Maharashtra

for farmers who suffered losses
state, with steps including

rationalisation of loans from
cooperatives and suspension of

to the rains from June to September.

due to rains in 34 districts of the = E
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reputed bank. A special team led by Dy
SP of Davanagere Cyber Crime Police
Station, Bankali Nagappa, was formed
to investigate the case. Based on
information provided by the arrested
accused, the team is making efforts to
nab the other two culprits. The gang
was found to be involved in cyber
fraud in Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh),
Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir), Eluru
(Andhra Pradesh), Mumbai
(Maharashtra), Davanagere, and

Maharashtra government suspends farm
loanrecoveryinrain-affected tehsils

government has announced relief #== -*-!' i" -, -'
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recovery for a year. A government resolution (GR) issued on Friday stated
that 347 tehsils in the state witnessed large-scale damage to crops, farmland
and houses, deaths, loss of cattle and other animals. The GR announced the
rationalisation of loans from cooperatives, suspension of farm loan recovery
for a year, and waiving of exam fees for students of Classes 10 and 12 in the
affected tehsils. As per the GR, the state agriculture department's
assessments have revealed that crops on 65 lakh hectares were damaged due

Karnataka police crack cyber crime
gang; arrest one, freeze Rs 18 crore

Bengaluru (Karnataka). Police suspect
that the gang has been carrying out
cyber crimes across the country.
Davanagere District SP  Uma
Prashanth appreciated the efforts of the
police team for cracking the case.
Talking to IANS, Davanagere SP Uma
Prashanth stated, "Constant follow-up
and technical analysis helped arrest the
accused. The accused is a resident of
Hassan district in Karnataka, and we
were able to apprehend him." She
further appealed, "We are observing
Cyber Crime Awareness Month and
have taken steps to educate people
about cyber crimes. Awareness is
always important, as 90 per cent of
cybercrime victims are educated. It is
crucial to ensure safety measures and
use technology responsibly. Last year,
a higher number of digital fraud cases
were reported, but this year it has
reduced quite a bit." "It is not always
true that money lost in online fraud is
gone forever. Although there are
difficulties, our sleuths are well-trained
to track such cases.

16-hour blackout: Akhilesh Yadav's
Facebook page returns, SP cries foul

AGENCIES

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
(SP) president Akhilesh Yadav's
Facebook page was restored on
Saturday  after  remaining
inactive for nearly 16 hours, a
party spokesperson said. The SP
alleged that the temporary
suspension of the page was part
of a "BJP conspiracy." The page
went offline on Friday evening
without any prior notice or
explanation from Facebook.
Initially, party sources attributed
the issue to a possible technical
glitch, but after receiving no
response from the social media
platform, they began suspecting
foul play.

Soon after the page was
reactivated, Yadav made his first
post, quoting Lok Nayak
Jayaprakash Narayan: "By 'total
revolution,” I mean seeing the
most oppressed people in society

AT

at the pinnacle of power."
Though Yadav refrained from
commenting on the cause of the
suspension, SP sources said the
party had raised the matter with
Facebook via email. SP
spokesperson Dr  Ashutosh
Verma said an inquiry should
determine whether the
suspension was due to a
technical fault or political
interference. "His WhatsApp
and other accounts were active,
so we need to see if there was a
technical flaw. However, this
could also be a conspiracy by the
BJP," he said.

J-K: LG Sinha pays homage to Army personnel
killed in Kokernag anti-terror operatlon

AGENCIES

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha laid a wreath and paid
homage to Lance Havildar Palash Ghosh and Lance
Naik Sujay Ghosh, who laid down their lives for the
nation on Saturday. "I salute the supreme sacrifice
of our Army Bravehearts, Lance Havildar Palash
Ghosh and Lance Naik Sujay Ghosh. The nation
shall remain forever grateful to the exemplary
valour and selfless service of our soldiers. We stand
in solidarity with the families of our martyrs in this
hour of grief," the Lieutenant Governor said. Lance
Havildar Palash Ghosh and Lance Naik Sujay
Ghosh died conducting counter-terror operations in
the Kishtwar Range of Kokernag, battling extreme

weather conditions, as mentioned in an ofﬁcwl
statement from the Raj Bhawan. Earlier, the Army's
Chinar Corps also paid tribute to the two soldiers,
who went missing on the intervening night of
October 6 and 7 while confronting a severe
snowstorm and whiteout conditions
mountains of South Kashmir.

in the
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Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut has invited
Chief = Minister  Devendra
Fadnavis to join an all-party
delegation scheduled to meet
Maharashtra Chief Electoral
Officer S. Chockalingam on
October 14, ahead of the
upcoming local and civic body
elections in the state. The
delegation will comprise senior
leaders, including NCP (SP)
chief Sharad Pawar, Shiv Sena
(UBT) president  Uddhav
Thackeray, state Congress
president Harshwardhan Sapkal,
and  MNS founder Raj
Thackeray, among others. This
will be the first such meeting of
opposition and regional leaders
following allegations of vote
rigging during last year's
Assembly elections. In his letter
dated October 10, Raut said,
"Meeting the Election
Commission has now become a
formality, yet it is necessary to
maintain dialogue with this
supreme institution in our
democratic system. On October

14 at 12.30 p.m., a delegation of
all-party leaders from the state
will meet the Chief Election

Officer, Chockalingam." He
added, "The Chief Minister of
the state, Devendra Fadnavis, is
requested to participate in this
all-party delegation. This is not
politics but an effort to save
democracy. After the meeting, all
leaders will address a press
conference at Yashwantrao
Chavan Pratishthan. Jai
Maharashtra!” The meeting
comes as political parties --
including those in the ruling
Mahayuti alliance and the
opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi -
- gear up for elections to zilla

parishads, nagar parishads, nagar
panchayats, and 29 municipal
corporations, including the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMCQO). The
Supreme Court, in a recent order,
directed the state government
and the  State  Election
Commission to complete these
elections by January 31 next
year. The Election Commission
has since accelerated
preparations, with the process of
inviting suggestions and
objections on ward delimitations
currently underway. Meanwhile,
CM Fadnavis, after meeting BJP
office-bearers in Nashik on
Friday, said the Mahayuti
partners will contest the local
body polls together "wherever
possible." "However, where
allies are equally strong, there
will be friendly fights," he
clarified, indicating that while a
formal alliance between the BJP,
Shiv Sena (Shinde faction), and
Ajit Pawar-led NCP may not
materialize statewide, seat-
sharing adjustments could occur
at the local level based on
individual strengths.
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Raipur: A CoBRA commando
sustained minor injuries in an
Improvised Explosive Device (IED)
blast triggered by Maoists during an
area domination operation in the
insurgency-hit Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh. The incident occurred
near Pujari Kanker under the
jurisdiction of Usur Police Station.
According to official sources, a
team of security personnel from
Forward Operating Base (FOB)
Pujari Kanker set out early Saturday
morning for a routine area
domination patrol. While combing
the forested terrain, a pressure-
activated IED, planted by Maoist
insurgents, detonated, injuring one
jawan from the elite CoBRA 206
battalion. The injured soldier was
promptly evacuated and is being
shifted to a higher medical facility
for advanced treatment. Authorities
confirmed that the commando is in
stable condition and out of danger.
This incident underscores the
persistent threat posed by Maoist

guerrillas in the Bastar region,

despite intensified counter-
insurgency operations and recent
surrenders. Chhattisgarh remains
one of the epicentres of Maoist
insurgency in India, with the
movement rooted in decades of
socio-economic  marginalisation,
tribal displacement, and resource
exploitation. The Communist Party
of India (Maoist), the dominant left-
wing  extremist group, has
historically leveraged  local
grievances to establish influence
across forested districts like Bijapur,
Dantewada, and Sukma. At its peak,
Maoist presence extended across 18
of Chhattisgarh's 27 districts. The
insurgents have relied on guerrilla
tactics, including ambushes,

landmines, and pressure IEDs, to
target security forces and disrupt
development efforts. However,
sustained anti-Maoist operations
have yielded significant
breakthroughs in recent years. In a
major development earlier this
month, 103 Maoists surrendered in
Bijapur, citing disillusionment with
the movement's ideology and
internal  rifts. The  state's
rehabilitation policy, including
financial incentives and
reintegration support, has
encouraged many cadres to
abandon arms. Despite these gains,
sporadic attacks like Saturday's
IED blast highlight the enduring
volatility in the region. Security
forces continue to adapt their
strategies, combining intelligence-
led operations with community
engagement to dismantle Maoist
networks and restore peace. The
Chhattisgarh  government has
reiterated its commitment to both
security and development, aiming
to neutralise extremist threats while
addressing the root causes of
insurgency.

Need to difierentiate unintentional financial crimes
fromgreed-drivenones: Ex-Cli Sanjivkhanna

Chennaitoremove caste names from
3,400 streets before November 19

India Sanjiv Khanna on Saturday said there
is probably a need to treat unintentional
financial offences differently from the
premeditated ones that are driven by greed.
Addressing the TPF-Dayitva: National
Legal Conference on Combating White-
Collar Crime, organised by the Terapanth
Professional Forum (TPF) at Bharat
Mandapam, Former CJI Khanna said while
ignorance of law cannot be a defence
against committing a financial crime,
"offences committed without malicious
intent cannot be equated with offences that
are motivated by greed and premeditated".
Categorising financial offences in different
categories, the Former CJI said that the most
serious of the white collar crimes are the
ones motivated by greed and include cases
of fraud, embezzlement, insider trading,
money laundering and bribery or corruption.
He said there is a prevailing perception that
law enforcement agencies exist to harass
rather than help, and this fear prevents

people from approaching them, allowing
cybercriminals to exploit the situation and
harass individuals digitally. "Instead of
seeking justice, many end up paying the

harassers out of fear," he said, adding, "it's
time law enforcement became more
approachable and public awareness
increased, a two-way process that can truly
help address the issue." He described white-
collar crime as "an evolving threat that
corrodes the moral fabric of society” and
called for greater sensitivity in applying
financial laws. "Every act or failure to act
that has financial implications cannot be
painted with the same brush," he said,

the justice system lies not in the severity of
punishment but in the certainty of justice."
Raj Kumar Nahataa, National Convenor,
"White collar crime is not a

TPF, said,
victimless offence.

Every scam robs us of opportunity,
every fraud delays our development,” He
said in this wake there is an urgent need for
the professional class to get ready to
shoulder new responsibilities by becoming
guardians of
ethics and protectors of our nation/s moral
public
perspective, Dr Poonam Khetrapal,
(Retd) and Regional Director Emeritus,
WHO South-East Asia Region, said white-
collar crime in healthcare is not about
it is about life and trust.
"When poor-quality care is knowingly
delivered, when the poor are denied
treatment despite entitlement, and when
safety rules are ignored for profit, it ceases

collective whistleblowers,

wealth. Bringing a

money alone;

to be negligence.
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intentional fraud, unintentional error, and
New Delhi: Former Chief Justice of procedural lapse. He added, "The strength of Chennai: The Greater Chennai
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removed before

Corporation (GCC) has begun a massive
drive to remove caste-based names from at
least 3,400 streets across the city, replacing
them with names of leaders, flowers, or other
socially neutral terms. The initiative follows a
Tamil Nadu government directive instructing
all local bodies to identify and rename streets
that reflect caste identities. Superintending

Thirumurugan said the GCC has asked the
Revenue Department to verify and finalise
the list of such roads based on official road
"We will finalise the list by
Monday," he said. Deputy Mayor Mahesh
Kumar said that of the city's 35,000 roads and
streets, around 3,400 carry caste names. "In
the core city areas, most caste names were

stretches are largely in the seven newly added
zones, which were earlier municipalities. All
these will be renamed before the November
19 deadline," he said. Once the list is
finalised, councillors will be directed to

Route Roads) N.

2011. The remaining

conduct area sabha meetings in their
respective wards to decide on new names
through public consensus. "The roads will be
renamed based on local residents' decisions.
We are issuing a circular to all councillors
shortly," the Deputy Mayor added. Officials
explained that the renaming process would
follow a clear pattern: if a road name includes
a caste surname, it will be shortened into an
initial; if the entire name denotes a caste, it
will be replaced with the name of a leader or
a flower. In cases where the caste name is
used as a suffix, only that portion will be
removed. Chennai has already seen several
such changes in recent years.



