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DU'stentative exam schedule sparks outrage
among teachers over overlapping classes, exams

AGENCIES
New Delhi: Delhi
University's newly released

tentative date sheet for semester
exams has drawn sharp criticism
from teachers, who have flagged
major scheduling overlaps that
could disrupt both teaching and
examinations. According to the
date sheet hosted on the
university's examination portal,
semester exams for
undergraduate programmes will
begin on December 10, 2025, and
continue till January 30, 2026.
However, classes for the even
semester are scheduled to
commence on January 2,
resulting in a month-long overlap
between ongoing exams and new
semester classes. The Delhi
University Teachers' Front (DTF)
and several Academic Council

members have said the overlap

impossible to
manage both teaching and
examination duties
simultaneously. "This is a matter
of great concern, there will be a
massive overlap of one month of
both regular classes and exams in
January 2026," said Mithuraj
Dhusiya, member of DU's
Academic Council. "While in the

will make it

Former PM Deve Gowda discharged
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recent past, DU attributed such
overlap to a staggered academic
calendar, what has happened
now when there is no staggered
academic calendar? How can
students appear in exams as well
as attend classes simultaneously
for a whole month?" He further
questioned the feasibility of
running offline classes while
exams are underway.

Tamil Nadu: PMKleader Ramadoss urges caution
onremoving caste-based place names

AGENCIES

Chennai: Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) founder Dr S.
Ramadoss has urged the Tamil
Nadu government not to rush
into removing caste-linked
names of places from streets,
villages, tanks, and other public
places, warning that such
moves could erode the state's
social identity and create
unnecessary discord among
communities. In a statement
posted online, Ramadoss said
the government's recent order
to delete caste-related names
that have been in use for

decades has sparked
controversy across the state. He
pointed out that several

localities and institutions were
named after individuals who
made significant contributions

to public welfare, education,
and community development --
often donating vast tracts of
land or supporting social
causes. "These names were
given by local people to honour
their forefathers who played a
vital role in developing the area.
Similarly, many freedom

fighters and social reformers
who fought for the nation,
language, and people were
remembered by naming places
after them -- sometimes
including their caste
identifiers," Ramadoss said.

He argued that in many
places, such names reflected the
collective identity of
communities that had lived
together peacefully for
generations. "By removing
these caste-linked names, the
government is erasing the
historical and cultural identity
of entire groups. This goes
against Tamil Nadu's tradition
of social harmony," he warned,
adding that the move seemed
like an attempt to erase the
sacrifices and memory of the
state's forebears.

Awadhesh Prasad backs Akhilesh Yadav

from hospital, advised rest
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AGENCIES

Bengaluru: Former Prime Minister and
JD(S) Rajya Sabha member H.D. Deve Gowda was
discharged from the hospital in Bengaluru on
Monday after recovering from an illness. He was
treated at the hospital for eight days for fever and
a urinary infection. Deve Gowda reached his
residence in Padmanabhanagar in Bengaluru after
the discharge. The hospital sources stated that he
has been advised to rest for 10 to 15 days and stay
away from the crowd. Deve Gowda was admitted
to Manipal Hospital at Old Airport Road in
Bengaluru following a deterioration in his health.
He was shifted to the hospital on Monday night
after developing symptoms of chills, fever, and a
urinary infection. The health bulletin by the
Manipal Hospital then stated, "Honourable Prime
Minister Deve Gowda was hospitalised with an
infection. He is currently undergoing medical
management for the same, and his progress is
being monitored by a team of medical experts."
The 92-year-old JD(S) Rajya Sabha member
remains active in politics despite his age and has
recently asserted that he will ensure the BJP-
JD(S) alliance comes to power in Karnataka.
Family sources said that Deve Gowda has been
experiencing age-related ailments and had
recently undertaken a tour of his native Hassan
district. He had also met with the families of the
eight victims who were killed during a Ganesh
immersion procession after being mowed down by
a truck. Hospital authorities stated that Deve
Gowda is responding well to treatment and is
steadily improving. Former Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa and his son, BJP State President B.Y.
Vijayendra, Union Minister for Food, Public
Distribution and Consumer Affairs Pralhad Joshi,
former CM and BJP MP Basavaraj Bommai and
other dignitaries visited him at the hospital.

Whosoever tried to ban RSS has been destroyed:

BJP's Praveen Khandelwal
slams Priyank Kharge
]

AGENCIES

New Delhi: Reacting to Karnataka
Minister Priyank Kharge's demand to
ban Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) activities on government
premises, BJP MP  Praveen
Khandelwal on Monday said that
anyone who has tried to ban the RSS
has faced complete destruction. This
response comes after Kharge wrote a
letter to Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on October 4, urging a
ban on RSS shakhas being conducted

%

Amit Shah inaugurates, lays foundation stone of
development works worth Rs 9,315 crore in Rajasthan

AGENCIES

Jaipur: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah arrived in
Jaipur on Monday, marking
his third visit to Rajasthan in
the last three months. During
his visit, he launched and laid
the foundation stone of
development works worth Rs
9,315 crore in Rajasthan, and
also inaugurated a state-level
exhibition on three new
criminal laws at the Jaipur
Exhibition and Convention
Centre (JECC).

The exhibition
commemorates the upcoming
implementation of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, and Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam, which

came into force on July 1,
2024. Rajasthan  Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma,
Deputy Chief Ministers Diya
Kumari and Premchand
Bairwa, and several cabinet
ministers attended the event.
HM Shah also flagged off a
Forensic Science Lab (FSL)

van, patrol scooters, and
bikes dedicated to enhancing
women's safety. Highlighting
the government's
commitment to modern
policing, Shah inaugurated a
technology-based session on
enhancing law enforcement
through digital tools.

after he calls Yogi an 'Infiltrator'

AGENCIES

Ayodhya: A day after
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav likened Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to an "infiltrator",
saying he is from Uttarakhand
and should be sent back to his
home state, SP MP Awadhesh
Prasad on Monday backed his
party leader, stating that the
condition of the state has
worsened under Yogi's
leadership. Speaking to the
news agency, Awadhesh
Prasad said: "I agree with
whatever Akhilesh Yadav is
saying. The condition of Uttar
Pradesh has worsened. The
reason is that Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has lost his
credibility. The state is no
longer under his control." He

further criticised the BJP's
governance model, alleging
that it has only increased
public suffering. "Today, there
is a double-engine
government - one at the
Centre under PM (Narendra)
Modi ji's leadership, and
another in states like Uttar
Pradesh. Wherever they are in
power, people's problems
have only increased.

InJoint Op, BSF seizes Yaba tablets
worth Rs 16 croresin Trlpura

AGENCIES

Agartala: Border Security Force
(BSF) in a joint operation with the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
seized a huge quantity of Yaba tablets
and detained one individual from the
bordering area of Boxanagar under
Sepahijala District in Tripura on
Sunday night, a press release said.

The joint operation, conducted by
BSF troops along with NCB Agartala
on the intervening night of October
12th and 13th, led to the recovery of 16
packets wrapped in brown tape,
suspected to contain Yaba tablets. The
packets were found buried inside the
kitchen area.

Upon opening, the packets were
found to contain approximately 16
kilograms of Yaba tablets (around
1,60,000 tablets) with an estimated
market value of Rs16 crores, the press

release stated.

Based on specific information
regarding the stocking of Yaba tablets
at the residence of Lipiyara Khatun
(33), the wife of Amal Hussain, a
resident of Madhya Boxanagar, Police

Station  Kalamchoura, District
Sepahijala, a special joint operation
was planned by the BSF, the press
release said.

Punjab FM Harpal Singh Cheema meets with

AGENCIES

Chandigarh:
Punjab Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema on Monday met
with the family of IPS' Y
Puran Kumar, who
allegedly killed himself
after facing harassment
from senior officials.

Puran Kumar
allegedly shot himself at
his residence in
Chandigarh on October
7. In the 'final note' he
left behind, he accused
eight senior cops,
including Haryana
director general of
police Shatrujeet Kapur,
of "blatant caste-based
discrimination, targeted

mental  harassment,
public humiliation and
atrocities." Meanwhile,
the six-member Special
Investigation Team
(SIT), constituted by the
Chandigarh Police to
investigate the case, has
written to the Haryana

family oflate IPS ofﬁcer Puran Kumar

Government, seeking
the documents required
for the investigation.

Earlier today,
Congress MP
Deepender Hooda also
met with the family of
the IPS officer Y. Puran
Kumar.

Raja Virbhadra Singh Foundation. The
ceremony was attended by thousands of
Virbhadra Singh supporters, elected and
former MLAs, former ministers and
politicians from neighbouring states too.
The supporters danced to the tune of
Himachali folk songs and music and
raised slogans to celebrate the occasion.
Congress veteran Virbhadra Singh, who
remained at the helm of the state for a

in government and government-aided
schools and public grounds. In his
letter, Kharge alleged that these
shakhas promote slogans and
ideologies that instill negative
thoughts in the minds of children and
youth, and that such activities go
against India's unity and the spirit of
the Constitution. Speaking to the
news agency, Praveen Khandelwal
said, "Whoever tried to ban the RSS
has been completely destroyed. This
shows how low the Congress has
stooped. The destruction of Congress
is now certain. RSS is the world's
largest social service organisation. No
one can stop its growth.” Separately,
reacting to social media remarks by

Former Bihar Chief Minister and
HAM President, Jitan Ram Manjhi
and Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM)

National President Upendra
Kushwaha regarding the NDA's seat-
sharing arrangement for the

upcoming Bihar Assembly elections,
Khandelwal dismissed any
controversy. "There is nothing to it.
These are just media speculations.
Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the NDA is
united and will contest the Bihar
elections with full strength. We will
form the government with a decisive
majority,”" he said. Jitan Ram Manjhi
also expressed satisfaction over the
seat-sharing deal.

AGENCIES

Shimla: Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia Gandhi on
Monday unveiled the statue of party
stalwart Virbhadra Singh, who was at the
helm of the state for a record six times.
The statue is set at the Daulat Singh Park
on the historic Ridge, and is situated
near the statue of Dr Y.S. Parmar, the
first chief minister of Himachal Pradesh,
as well as other notable figures like
Mahatma Gandhi and former prime
ministers Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. Congress Members of

Parliament Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
Deepender Hooda and Rajeev Shukla,
AICC in-charge of party affairs in the
state, Rajni Patil, besides Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Sukhu, along with state
Cabinet colleagues, were present at the
ceremony. The statue's unveiling was
initially planned on Virbhadra Singh's
birth anniversary on June 23, but was
postponed due to the pre-occupation of
the party's leadership. The invitation for
the ceremony was extended by Public
Works Minister Vikramaditya Singh, son
of the late leader and the Chairman of the

record six times, had devoted over 50
years to the common people despite
being born in royalty.

The veteran leader passed away early
in July 8, 2021, at the age of 87, leaving
behind a rich political legacy. Being a
charismatic leader, he was known for
having no qualms about folding his
hands and bowing before the commoners
to seek votes for the party -- be it in the
Assembly polls, parliamentary elections
or even for the civic body polls. A nine-
time legislator and five-time MP,
Virbhadra Singh, who had first entered
the Lok Sabha in 1962, was often quoted
as saying: "I am a grassroots worker. I
have risen from the ground, and my roots
are still firmly stuck here (in Himachal
Pradesh).
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