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AGENCIES

Raipur: As many as

27 active Maoists
surrendered before
security forces in
Chhattisgarh's ~ Sukma

district on Wednesday,
marking a major step
forward in the state's
efforts to curb left-wing
extremism. Among those
who laid down arms were
two hard-core cadres from
the People's Liberation

Guerrilla Army (PLGA)
Battalion-01, a dreaded
wing of the outlawed CPI
(Maoist).

Both individuals had

- s

aie

been on the radar of
security agencies for years
and carried substantial
rewards on their heads,
reflecting their seniority

27 Maoists surrender in
Chhalgr's Sukma

and involvement in
violent activities across
the  Bastar  region.
According to official
sources, the total reward
value associated with the

surrendered group
amounts to Rs 50 lakh.
The breakdown

includes one Maoist with
a bounty of Rs 10 lakh,
three others with Rs 8 lakh
each, one with Rs 9 lakh,
two with Rs 2 lakh each,
and nine Maoists carrying
Rs 1 lakh rewards apiece.

Masood Azhar in hiding: JeM cadres look
to defect desplte Al propaganda push

AGENCIES

New Delhi: Masood
Azhar, the chief of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad, has
virtually gone into hiding
post Operation Sindoor. It
is a well-known fact that
his outfit was literally
shredded to pieces by the
Indian armed forces. A
commander of the JeM
had also admitted that
Azhar's family was torn to
pieces during the operation
that was carried out to
avenge the Pahalgam
attack. According to the
Indian agencies, Azhar is
in hiding and has been
advised not to come out in
the open. The Indian

A

armed forces are
monitoring him closely,
and the Pakistan Army
wants to take no chances;
hence, they have kept him
under their watch. The
stoic silence by Azhar has
made the JeM cadres
uneasy. Some are losing
hope as they are not seeing
any leadership. In the past,

when Azhar would go into
hiding or would undertake
some medical treatment,
his brother Rauf Azghar
would call the shots.
Azghar was in charge of
everything in the JeM, and
he was the perfect
lieutenant for his brother
Azhar.  Azghar  was,
however, killed at
Bahawalpur during
Operation Sindoor. This
was a major blow for the
JeM as they had lost their
operations chief. Azhar, on
the other hand, has been
more of an ideological
head, and now, in the
absence of both, the cadres
are losing faith in the
outfit.

AGENCIES

Cherished friend of India: PMModi condoles
deathofKenya's ex-PM nalla Odinga

AGENCIES

New  Delhi:  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday expressed
grief over the demise of
former Kenyan Prime
Minister Raila Odinga,
who passed away earlier
in the day at the age of 80,
in Koothattukulam,
Kerala, after suffering a
heart attack during his
morning walk. Referred
to Odinga as a "cherished
friend of India", PM Modi
recalled their meeting
during his tenure as Chief

Hyderabad: Maganti Sunitha of

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) on
Wednesday filed nomination for the
November 11 by-election to Jubilee
Assembly constituency in
Hyderabad. Accompanied by BRS
working president K. T. Rama Rao
and other senior leaders of the party
submitted nomination papers to
Returning Officer P. Sairam at the
Shaikpet MRO office. Sunitha is the

Hills

wife of Maganti Gopinath, whose

death led to the by-election. Gopinath,
who scored a hat-trick of victories
from Jubilee Hills in 2023, died of
cardiac arrest on June 8. In the 2023
polls, Gopinath had defeated former
Indian cricket captain and Congress
candidate Mohammed Azharuddin by
16,337 votes. This time, the Congress

has named Naveen Yadav as its
candidate while the BJP has once
again fielded Lankala Deepak Reddy,
who had finished third in the previous
election. Wednesday is the third day
of filing the nominations. A total of 21
candidates filed their nominations in
the first two days.

Minister of  Gujarat.
Odinga, who was in the
state  for  Ayurvedic
treatment, collapsed
suddenly and was rushed
to Sreedhareeyam
Ayurvedic Eye Hospital
and Research Centre, but
could not be revived. His
body has been kept at
Deva Matha Hospital,
Koothattukulam. In a post
on X, PM Modi said,
"Deeply saddened by the
passing of my dear friend
and former Prime
Minister of Kenya, Mr
Raila Odinga. He was a

towering statesman and a
cherished friend of India.
I had the privilege of
knowing him closely
since my days as Chief
Minister of Gujarat, and
our association continued

lakh
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Lucknow Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Wednesday
warned that anyone attempting
to disrupt festival celebrations
would be promptly sent to jail,
and announced that the state
government is providing free
LPG cylinders to 1 crore 86

beneficiaries as a Diwali gift,
reiterating his government's
focus on welfare, women's
safety.
gathering, CM Yogi said, "If
anyone tries to disrupt the joy

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: The National
Medical Commission (NMC),
Government of India, has granted
approval to the Virat Ramayan
Institute of Medical Sciences College
and Hospital in Motihari, East
Champaran.  The college started
MBBS courses from the 2025-26
academic  session. This marks
Bihar's fourth medical college in
the Champaran region.The approval
has created a wave of celebration
across North Bihar, especially in the
Tirhut division. The achievement is
being credited to educationist Alok
Sharma, who played a key role in

developing the institute with state-
of-the-art medical facilities in a short
span of time. The newly approved
medical college will offer quality
education and advanced healthcare
services.

Equipped with modern

infrastructure and technology, the
institution has a panel of renowned
specialist professors and experienced
doctors to ensure high standards in
both academics and patient care.
Students qualifying in NEET 2025
will be eligible to apply for admission
to 50 MBBS seats sanctioned by the
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said,

NMC.Expressing his gratitude, Alok
Sharma, Chairman of the institute,
“With the blessings of my
parents, I have been devoted to
providing quality higher education
for the last two decades through
SNS Vidyapeeth Institute. The NMC
recognition is a matter of great

NMC Approves Bihar’'s Fourth
Medical College in Champaran

pride, and I will continue working
to uphold this responsibility with
full dedication."The establishment
of this medical college is expected
to strengthen the medical education
ecosystem in North Bihar and
expand access to healthcare facilities
in the region.

AGENCIES

New Delhi/Agartala: In a major step
towards strengthening healthcare services
and providing better medical facilities to the
people of Tripura, the state government has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi on Wednesday,
officials said. An official of the Chief
Minister's Office (CMO) said that the MoU
was signed between the AIIMS, Delhi and
the Health and Family Welfare Department
of the Tripura government in the presence of
Chief Minister Manik Saha in New Delhi.
CM Saha, who holds the Health and Family
Welfare portfolio, said it is a matter of great
pride that this MoU has been signed for the
development of medical colleges, as well as
state and district-level hospitals in Tripura, to
transform them into Centres of Excellence in
medical education and super-speciality
healthcare services aligned with international
standards. "The state government envisions
transforming Agartala Government Medical
College (AGMC) and GBP Hospital into a
medical hub equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities for patient care, modelled on the
excellence of AIIMS, Delhi," the Chief

Minister said after the signing of the MoU.
CM Saha, who himself is a dental surgeon,
stated that AIIMS, Delhi, is a globally
acclaimed institution known for its pioneer-
ing contributions to medical education,
research, and advanced patient care. "The
collaboration between AIIMS, Delhi, and the
Health Department of Tripura marks a signif-
icant step towards enhancing the overall
quality and reach of healthcare services
across the state," he added. The Chief
Minister said that the state government is
committed to providing the best possible
healthcare services to its citizens. On this
occasion, AIIMS, New Delhi Director M.

AIIMS Delhito help transtorm Tripura Medical
Collegeand Hospital intomedical hub: CM Saha

Srinivas, and senior officials from the Health
Department of Tripura were present at
Tripura Bhawan, New Delhi. Meanwhile, a
four-member team of AIIMS, New Delhi, led
by its Director Srinivas, visited government-
run AGMC and Govind Ballabh Pant
Hospital and other hospitals in June to study
the health services and related aspects. The
AIIMS, Delhi team visited Tripura at the
request of Chief Minister Saha. The Tripura
Chief Minister on Tuesday held a meeting
with Union Health and Family Welfare
Minister J.P. Nadda in New Delhi and dis-
cussed various health infrastructure and man-
power related issues, including the setting up

of a new medical college in the state, an offi-
cial said. A senior official of the CMO said
that the Chief Minister has informed Union
Minister Nadda about the state government's
plan to set up a new Medical College at Kulai
in northern Tripura's Dhalai district, which is
an aspirational District, on a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) basis. Saha also discussed
the establishment of a  Tertiary
Ophthalmology Hospital at Agartala and the
setting up of an Immunology Lab for Organ
Transplant services at the government-run
AGMC and GBP Hospital. The Chief
Minister requested the Union Minister, who
is also the National President of the BJP, to
provide funds for procuring advanced med-
ical instruments at the Super Speciality
Block at the AGMC. CM Saha also urged for
additional funds for Ayushman Bharat -
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB
PMIJAY) to settle the pending claims. Tripura
currently has three Medical colleges -
Agartala Government Medical College
(AGMC), Tripura Medical College (TMC)
and Tripura Santiniketan Medical College
(TSMO).

The TSMC is a private medical college,
while the TMC is governed by a state gov-
ernment-constituted society.
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Ujjwala Yojana

Addressing the

over the years." "He had a
special affection for India,
our culture, values and
ancient wisdom. This was
reflected in his efforts to
strengthen India-Kenya
ties. He particularly
admired Ayurveda and the
traditional medicine
systems of India, having
witnessed their positive
impact on his daughter's
health. I extend my
deepest condolences to
his family, friends and to
the people of Kenya in
this hour of grief," he
added.

Those disrupting festivals
willfind bars of jail wait-
ing: UPGMYogiwarns

and enthusiasm of this festival,
the bars of the jail will be
waiting for them; no matter
who they are, they will be put
behind bars without delay.
Festivals
should be observed
peaceful
manner.

and celebrations
in a
and harmonious

AGENCIES

President Murmupaysfioral
tributes to APJ Abdul Kalamon
his birth anniversary

New Delhi:

India"

minds".

President Droupadi Murmu on
‘Wednesday paid floral tributes to Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam, former President of India, on his birth
anniversary at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.
Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam (1931-
2015), widely known as the "Missile Man of
was an eminent scientist and the 11th
President of India (2002-2007). Born on 15
October 1931 in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu, into a
humble family, Kalam rose through sheer hard
work and determination. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also paid tribute to Bharat Ratna APJ Abdul
Kalam on his birth anniversary, saying that the
former President and eminent scientist inspired the
nation to dream big. In a post on X, PM Modi,
reflecting on APJ Abdul Kalam's life, said he is
remembered as a "visionary who ignited young
He expressed his commitment to build a
"strong, self-reliant and compassionate nation as
envisioned by Abdul Kalam." "Remembering Dr.
APJ Abdul Kalam Ji on his birth anniversary. He
is remembered as a visionary who ignited young
minds and inspired our nation to dream big. His
life reminds us that humility and hard work are
vital for success. May we continue to build the
India he envisioned...an India that is strong, self-
reliant and compassionate," PM Modi said. Kalam
made a significant contribution as Project Director
to develop India's first indigenous Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SLV-III), which successfully injected the
Rohini satellite into near-earth orbit in July 1980
and made India an exclusive member of the Space
Club. He was responsible for the evolution of]
ISRO's launch vehicle programme, particularly
the PSLV configuration. He was responsible for
the development and operationalisation of AGNI
and PRITHVI Missiles
indigenous capability in critical technologies
through the networking of multiple institutions.
Beyond his scientific contributions, Kalam was
deeply passionate about inspiring the youth of]
India. He authored several influential books, such
as "Wings of Fire," "Ignited Minds," and "India
2020," all centred around dreaming big and
building a stronger nation. APJ Abdul Kalam
passed away on 27 July 2015.

and for building




