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New Delhi, Agency: The

which she applied ataschoolin

structural discrimination and

Kaushik. “The grievance of the

Supreme Court orders compensatmn, forms commltee toprotect transgender rights

Supreme Court on Friday con-
demned the actions of two
schools — onein Uttar Pradesh
that expelled a transwoman
teacher and anotherin Gujarat
thatlater denied herajobwith-
in a year — ordering compen-
sation for the transwoman and
forming a committee to draft
an Equal Opportunity policy
fortransgender individuals.

“This judgment will go a
long way in protecting the
rights of transgender per-
sons,” said a bench of justices
JB  Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan as it laid down
guidelines against discrimina-
tion of the third gender.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by Jane Kaushik,
a transwoman, who
approached the court citing
discrimination based on gen-
der after UP’s Lakhimpur
Kheri school fired her in
December 2022, following

‘8fadnene 8’ WhatsApp callrecording
exposes Punjab top cop S brlbery demand

Gujarat that refused to grant
her employment in July 2023,
allegedly on grounds of her
gender.

The top court said that the
committee, headed by former
Delhi High Court judge Asha
Menon, with members drawn
from civil society including
transgender activists, acade-
micians, and health experts,
will study the subject and pro-
pose the Equal Opportunity
Policy. It also urged the com-
mittee to set up a grievance
redressal mechanism and
ensure protection of gender
non-conforming and gender-
diverse persons.

The court ordered compen-
sation to the petitioner for her
wrongful termination and
said, “With this judgment, the
future of the third gender
should be secure.”

The petition, argued by sen-
ior advocate Yashraj Singh

Deora challenged Kaushik’s
termination, seeking effective
protection for the third gender
despite the Supreme Court’s
landmark decisionin NALSA v

Union of India (2014) granting
them legitimate recognition.
The plea sought reinstate-
ment, with Deora stating that
the present case exposed the

harassment faced by transgen-
der persons on the grounds of
their gender.

The Supreme Court had
passed the NALSA judgment
in 2014, which ordered the
Centre and states to treat
transgender  persons  as
“socially and educationally
backward classes and extend
allkinds of reservation” in gov-
ernment jobs and higher edu-
cation.

Kaushik, a resident of
Delhi, also accused the Centre
and states of not complying
with the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act,
2019, in letter and spirit and
sought equal guarantee of pro-
tection of rights and employ-
ment opportunities for trans-
gender persons.

The Supreme Court last
year sought replies from the
Centre, Uttar Pradesh, and
Gujarat on a petition moved by

New Delhi, Agency: India's
food regulator, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India

petitioner is that her services
were terminated in schools of
UP and Gujarat after her gen-
der identity was revealed. The
petitioner says that she cannot
pursue her remedies in two
different high courts. Issue
notice to the Union and the
states, returnable after four
weeks,” directed abench led by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Dhananjaya Y. Chandrachud.

After she was sacked by the
UP school, a district-level
panel appointed by the
National Commission for
Women (NCW), Delhi, was set
up to investigate whether
Kaushik was sacked due to her
gender identity. However, in a
January 2023 report, the NCW
panel gave a clean chit to the
school in question and called
Kaushik’s allegations “base-
less.” The NCW report was
then challenged by Kaushik
before the top court.

Nomore ‘ORS’ on brand labels, prod-
ucts: What food regulator's move means

) T
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New Delhi, Agency:
Punjab  Police  deputy
inspector general (DIG) of
police, Harcharan Singh
Bhullar is at the centre of a
huge controversy following
his arrest by the CBI over
alleged bribery demand of
?8lakh from a scrap dealer.

However, a bigger shock
awaited the probe agency
later as it found piles of cash
worth ?5 crore, luxury cars
(Mercedes and Audi), 22
luxury watches, imported
liquor bottles and jewelley
weighing 1.5 kg upon a
search.

Harcharan Singh
Bhullar's bribery expose'
came following a complaint
by the scrap dealer, identi-
fied as Akash Bhatta.

Shilpa Shetty pulls travel plea after
Bombay HC's reluctance for relief

Wi <4

Bhullar son of former
Punjab director general of
police Mehal Singh Bhullar,
allegedly used a middleman
named 'Kirshanu' to
demand a bribe from Bhatta,
and also demanded "sewa-
paani”, recurring bribes, to
ensure that no further police
action was taken against the

scrap dealer's business.

The monthly payments
were reportedly for "set-
tling" a 2023 FIR against the
scrap dealer.

How a WhatsApp call
exposed Ropar DIG

Harcharan Singh
Bhullar, a 2007-batch
Indian Police Service (IPS)

officer, assumed charge as
the DIG of the Ropar range
in November last year.

In the case rising from a
complaint made by the scrap
dealer to the CBI on October
11, Bhullar threatened to
falsely implicate Bhatta in
criminal cases unless he met
the bribe demands.

Sub-inspector  Sachin
Singh of the anti-corruption
branch (ACB) led the CBI
investigation into the case
and discovered severely
incriminating evidence
against Bhullar.A recorded
WhatsApp call between
Bhullar and middleman
Kirshanu exposed the Ropar
DIG's offence. In their con-
versation, Bhullar is heard
saying, "8 fadne ne 8 (Collect
8lakh from him)".

(FSSAI), has directed all food and
beverage companies to stop using
the term “ORS” (Oral Rehydration
Solution) on their products. The
order covers cases where the term
appears alone, with any prefix or
suffix, or as part of a trademark in
the product name.In its official
statement, the FSSAI said, “The
use of the term 'ORS' in the trade-
marked name or in the naming of
any food product otherwise,
whether fruit-based, non-carbon-
ated, or ready-to-drink beverages,
even when accompanied by a pre-
fix or suffix, constitutes a violation
ofthe provisions of the Food Safety
and Standards Act, 2006 and the
regulations made thereunder.”

New food labels: What your
snack won’t be able to hide any-
more

The regulator has instructed all
relevant authorities to ensure
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strictcompliance with thelabelling
and advertisement rules set out
under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, and the regu-

lations framed under it.

Previous orders and FSSAI’s
latest clarification

Previous orders from the

Centre (July 14, 2022 and
February 2, 2024) had allowed
the use of the term "ORS" on
labels as part of a trademark with
a prefix or suffix in the product
name. This was allowed only if the
label carried the statement, "The
productisNOT an ORS formulaas
recommended by WHO."

Stalker slits Bengaluru student’s throat after rejectlon, manhunt on

New Delhi, Agency:A
20-year-old college student

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the

New Delhi, Agency: Actor
Shilpa Shetty on Thursday with-
drew her application before the
Bombay High Court seeking per-
mission to travel abroad, after the
bench expressed its unwillingness
to grant her relief.

Shetty and her businessman
husband Raj Kundra have
approached the court challenging
Look Out Circulars (LOCs) issued
against them by the Mumbai
police’s Economic Offences Wing
(EOW)in connection witha 60.48-
crore cheating case.

Appearing before a division
bench of chief justice Shree
Chandrashekhar and justice
Gautam Ankhad, their counsel,
advocate Niranjan Mundargi,
informed the court that Shetty was
not pressing her plea as her plans
to travel had not materialised. “As
and when she and her husband
desire to travel in future, they will
file a fresh application seeking per-
mission from the court,” Mundargi
said.
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Shetty had earlier sought to
visit Los Angeles between October
21 and 24 to attend a YouTube
event, and later Colombo and the
Maldives for business-related
engagements linked to her hospi-
tality venture, Hotel Bastian.

The court, however, had ques-
tioned the necessity of her travel
and sought to examine the invita-
tion or agreement for the event.

was brutally murdered in
Karnataka's Bengaluru after
she allegedly rejected the
advances of a stalker, police
said on Thursday.

Police said the accused,
who has been identified and
is believed to be from the
same locality, allegedly slit
her throat with a knife and
fled the spot. A massive
manhunt has been launched
to arresthim, PTIreported.

The victim, Yamini Priya,
a resident of Swatantra
Palya, was a B Pharma stu-
dent at a private college in
Banashankari. According to
police, the incident occurred
while she was on her way
home.

The victim was attacked
near the railway tracks
under Srirampura police
limits while she was on her
way home from college. The
suspect, who allegedly came
on a two-wheeler, slit her

tﬁrdat with a knife before

fleeing the spot.
The incident came to
light when the police

received information about
awoman's body being found
near the tracks.

On verification, it was
found to be the body of a 20-
year-old woman  with
injuries on her face and
neck.

"Information was
received about a woman's
body being found near a rail-
way track under Srirampura
limits. On spot verification
by our officials, it was found
to be the body of a woman
aged about 20 years with
injuries on her face and
neck," Babasab Nemagoud,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North), said.

accused allegedly followed
her on a two-wheeler, inter-
cepted her and slit her throat
before escaping.

Police suspect that the
accused had been stalking
Yamini for the past few days
and had proposed to her.
However, she allegedly
refused his advances, which
angered him.

"We have some informa-
tion about the culprit. He is
said to be from the same
locality. Once he is secured,
we will get more details,"
DCP Nemagoud said.

Manhunt on

"We have registered a
case based on a complaint
from her relatives, and
efforts are on to nab the cul-
prit. Further investigations
areunderway," he said.

Teams have been formed
to nab the culprit, police
said, adding that further
investigation is underway.

Indiashould take on greater role in Egypt’s Suez Canal Economic Zone; Abdelatty

NEW DELHI, Agency: Egypt is
eyeing more investments from India,
especiallyin emerging sectors such as
digitalisation, artificial intelligence
and renewable energy, and is keen for
India to take on a greater role at the
Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCEZ),
Egyptian foreign minister Badr
Abdelatty said on Friday.

While two-way trade was worth
$5.2 billion in 2024-25, including
Indian exports of $3.84 billion and
imports of $1.3 billion from Egypt,
Abdelatty said both sides are looking
to double trade. Indian investors opt-
ing for Egypt can benefit from the
country’s strategic location and trade
deals with African and Arab coun-
tries, he said.

Relations between India and

Egypt, both members of the Brics
grouping, got a boost when Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi visited
New Delhi in 2023 as the chief guest
at the Republic Day celebrations. The
two sides elevated their ties to a
strategic partnership during the visit
and set a target of doubling trade by
2028.

“The trade volume is $5.2 billion,
but there is room to double it,”
Abdelatty told a group of journalists
at the conclusion of his visit to New
Delhi for the first bilateral strategic
dialogue.

“India is number six among for-
eign investors. There is room to
increase Indian investments, espe-
cially in light of the conducive envi-
ronment and very aggressive policies
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of the Egyptian government.”

In addition to removing adminis-
trative and bureaucratic hurdles and
providing facilitation in taxes and
customs duties, Egypt plans to cap
public investments at about $20 bil-
lion to give more space to the private
sector. Egypt’s national strategy
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envisages that 70% of investments
come from the private sector by 2030.

Egypthastraditionally been one of
India’s most important trade part-
ners in Africa, with a bilateral trade
agreement in place since 1978. A total
of 55 Indian companies have invested
more than $4 billion in Egypt, and
India’s renewable energy companies
ReNew and OCIOR have signed
MoUs worth $12 billion with the
Egyptian government for setting up
green hydrogen plants.

Abdelatty listed Egypt’s free trade
agreements (FTAs) with several
blocs, including the  Africa
Continental Free Trade Agreement,
Arab Free Trade Agreement and
Egypt-European Union Association
Agreement, among the incentives for

Indian investors, saying that they
give access to markets with two bil-
lion customers.

“President Sisi has instructed the
government to provide a conducive
environment, all facilitations to
Indian companies to do business in
not only traditional sectors such as
chemicals, pharmaceuticals and min-
erals, especially phosphates and fer-
tilisers, but also new sectors such as
digitalisation, artificial intelligence
and renewable energy,” he said.

Indian companies are interested
in investing in producing green
ammonia and green hydrogen
because Europe, which is not far from
Egypt, has a target of importing 10
million tonnes of these renewables
everyyear, he said.



