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Record Footfall at
Mangal bazar Satellite
Hospital in Five Months

RAJ KUMAR SHARMA

JHARSUGUDA: The newly operational Mangal bazar
Satellite Hospital in Jharsuguda has achieved a remarkable
milestone by treating a record number of patients within just five
months of its reopening. According to official data, the hospital
has provided outpatient services to 46,553 patients and inpatient
care to 477 patients during this period.

Monthly figures show that 8,852 OPD and 72 indoor patients
were treated in June, 10,577 and 113 in July, 13,500 and 166 in
August, and 13,446 and 126 in September, respectively.

The hospital, which remained closed after the district
headquarters hospital was shifted to Balijuri in 2018, was revived
following persistent efforts by Jharsuguda MLA Tankadhar
Tripathy. He had long demanded 24-hour health services in
Mangal bazar, even staging a protest in 2020.

Fulfilling the BJP’s election promise, the hospital was
reopened on June 12 this year as a 25-bed facility, upgraded from
the initially sanctioned 10 beds. The expansion was supported by
Vedanta's CSR funds and includes modern amenities such as
24-hour ambulance service, X-ray and laboratory facilities, and
the appointment of key medical staff. Tripathy said the hospital
has renewed public confidence in local healthcare and pledged
to work towards upgrading it into a 100-bed facility in the near
future.

Railways Goes Strict Against
Misinformation on Social Media

Railway has decided to take strict action against social media
handles sharing misleading videos related to the Railways.
During this festive season, some social media handles have been
circulating old or misleading videos, creating confusion among
passengers. Railway Administration stated that over 20 such
social media handles have been identified, and the process of
filing FIRs has been initiated. A 24x7 social media monitoring
mechanism has been put in place to keep a close watch on such
antisocial elements. Railway has appealed to all social media
users to refrain from sharing videos of crowds or other incidents
at stations without verifying the facts. Passengers are urged to
rely only on official Railway notifications and verified social
media handles of Ministry of Railways i.e. @RailMinIndia on
X(formerly twitter ), Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube for
authentic information.

Congress releases list of 40 star
campaigners, names of Rahul,
Sonia Gandhi and Kharge included

Patna: Congress has released the list of its star campaigners
for Bihar elections. The list includes party’s national president
Mallikarjun Kharge, MPs Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, besides the chief ministers and deputy
chief ministers of Congress-ruled states and state presidents
of various states. Bihar Congress media department chairman
Rajesh Rathod said that Congress has released the list of its 40
star campaigners for the first phase of Bihar elections. It was told
by Bihar Congress that KC is included in the list of campaigners.
Venugopal, Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, Ashok Gehlot, Bhupesh
Baghel, Digvijay Singh, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Meira Kumar,
Krishna Allavaru, Sachin Pilot, Randeep Singh Surjewala, Syed
Nasir Hussain, Charanjit Singh Channi, Gaurav Gogoi, Tariq
Anwar, Dr. Mohammad Javed, Akhilesh Prasad Singh, Manoj
Ram, Alka Lamba, Kanhaiya Kumar, Pawan Khera, Imran
Pratapgarhi, Shakeel Ahmed, Jitu Patwari, Sukhdev Bhagat,
Rajesh Kumar Ram, Shakeel Ahmed Khan, Madan Mohan
Jha, Ajay Rai, Jignesh Mevani, Ranjeet Ranjan, Rajesh Ranjan
alias Pappu Yadav, Anil Jaihind, Rajendra Pal Gautam, Furkan
Ansari, Uday Bhanu Chib, and Subodh Kant Sahay have been
included.

Disproportionate assets case:
Gold worth Rs 72 lakh found in
associate professor’s locker

Jaipur: In a major action under Operation Bhudev, the Jaipur
unit of the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) conducted a search of the
bank locker of Ram Avtar Meena, Associate Professor at the Indira
Gandhi Panchayati Raj and Rural Development Institute (IGPRV ),
Jaipur, in connection with a disproportionate assets case. During the
search, 560 grams of gold was recovered, estimated to be worth
approximately 7.2 million (approximately $1.7 million). Smita
Srivastava, Additional Director General of Police, Anti-Corruption
Bureau, stated that searches were conducted at various locations of
Ram Avtar Meena under case number 270/2025 (disproportionate
assets ) registered against him. A locker key was recovered during
the search. Today, October 17, 2025, the ACB Jaipur City First
Unit searched a locker located at the Indira Gandhi Nagar branch
of the State Bank of India (SBI). The 560 grams of gold recovered
from the locker was valued at 7.2 million (approximately $1.7
million ). The ACB official said that the valuation of a house under
construction belonging to Ramavatar Meena is also being conducted,
which is likely to uncover more benami properties.
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following persistent efforts by Jharsuguda MLA Tankadhar
Tripathy. He had long demanded 24-hour health services in
Mangal bazar, even staging a protest in 2020.

Fulfilling the BJP’s election promise, the hospital was
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Ayodhya will be decorated with 2.6 million lamps,
and 2,100 I!El]ll“! will perform the grand aarti

This Diwali, a sweet dish hroke
records, selling for 1.1 1akh per kg

AGENCIES
Ayodhya: Grand
preparations for the festival

of lights are in full swing in
Ayodhya. The Guinness World
Records team, consisting of
approximately 150 members,
has arrived in Ayodhya, and
this time, the goal is to go
beyond repeating history and
create a new one. This time,
three world records will be set
simultaneously in  Ayodhya.
35,000 volunteers from Avadh
University are preparing to set
the record by lighting 2,611,101
lamps. There are also plans to
set a record for a mass aarti
by 2,100 people, for which the
Guinness World Records team
is present. The question now
arises: how does the Guinness
World Records team count each

lamp and whether technology is
used in this process.

According to Nischal Barul,
advisor to the Guinness World
Records, three different methods
will be used for counting this
time. The lamps will be counted

using  high-tech  software,
drones, and digital accounting
to ensure the exact number of
lamps lit. Nischal, a member
of the Guinness Book of World
Records team, explained that
last year approximately 2.5
million lamps were lit. This year,
the target is to light 2,611,101
lamps, and 2.9 million lamps
will be placed on the banks of
Ram Ki Paidi.

A team of 190 people is
working day and night for
this grand event, and not only
the lighting of lamps, but
also the Saryu Aarti is set to

Jaipur : This Diwali, the
Jaipur market is witnessing
a new experience of royal
grandeur and creativity in
sweets. This time, the most
talked-about sweet is the
“Swarna  Prasadam”  sweet,
priced at 1.11 lakh per kg. It is
being called the country’s most
expensive sweet. According to
media reports, the sweet aims to
combine taste with health and
royalty. Pine nuts, saffron, and
pure gold ash have been used
in this sweet. The glazing on
top gives it a golden, jewel-like
appearance. Each piece costs
around 3,000 and is presented
in a jewelry box-like package.
Swarna ash is considered an
immunity booster in Ayurveda,
so this sweet is both delicious
and healthy. High-end sweets
are available here, including

create history this year. 2,100
people will perform the Saryu
Aarti  simultaneously,  and
preparations are underway to
record this as well. Special
software has been developed for
the dry run, which will closely
monitor every movement and

Tribal traditions remind us that development should be
in harmony with nature: President Draupadi Murmu

AGENCIES
New  Delhi: President
Draupadi Murmu  addressed

the National Conference on
the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan at
a function in New Delhi and
presented awards to the best-
performing  states,  districts,
blocks, and integrated tribal
development agencies. Speaking
on the occasion, the President
said that this conference
reflects our national resolve
to make governance truly
participatory, inclusive, and
based on people’s participation.
She further stated that the
Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan was
launched with a transformative
vision of making every tribal
village self-reliant and a proud
village. She underlined that the
campaign aims to ensure that
tribal communities participate
in the nation's development
journey and that the benefits
of development reach all tribal
areas and people. She expressed
confidence that the Tribal

Action Framework will play a
vital role in the development
of our tribal people and the
nation’s progress. The President
said that the Adi Karmayogi
Abhiyan strengthens the spirit
of people’s participation by
empowering Gram Sabhas and
community-led institutions. He
said that through meaningful
participation of tribal society,
national policy can be influenced
and schemes can be made more
effective. The President said that
our tribal communities are an
important part of the country’s
socio-cultural diversity. He said
that tribal traditions remind
us that development must
be in harmony with nature.
The  President  highlighted
that in recent years, the
Government has taken several
concrete steps to ensure the
holistic development of tribal
communities. He further said
that these efforts aim not only to
provide financial assistance, but
also to provide opportunities for
education, health, employment,

technical ~skills, and equal
participation in  governance.
He stated that the government
has rapidly expanded
infrastructure in tribal areas and
established residential schools
and scholarship programs to
bring tribal youth into the
mainstream. He emphasized
that skill development and
self-employment schemes
have given new impetus to
traditional crafts, handicrafts,
and entrepreneurship. He
was pleased to note that these
efforts have not only increased
livelihood  opportunities  but
also strengthened the self-
confidence and self-reliance
of tribal people. The President
said that in our journey towards
a developed India, we must
remember that the true progress
of the nation and society lies in
the development of all sections
of society. He further said that
we must build an inclusive
society, where all citizens
participate meaningfully and are
able to shape their own destiny.

Swarna Bhasma Bharat (1,950
per piece / 85,000 per kg),
and Chandi Bhasma Bharat
(1,150 per piece / 58,000 per
kg). These sweets use exotic

ingredients like almonds,
pistachios, cashews, figs,
blueberries, white chocolate,
and salted butter caramel.

Traditional sweets like cashew
katli, rasmalai, and laddus
have also been reinvented.
This year, a special Diwali-
themed “Pataka Thali” has been
prepared, featuring cashew
sweets in the shape of a string
bomb, pomegranate, chakri, and
diya. Swarna Bhasma Rasmalai
and dry fruit cakes are also
available for health-conscious
customers. This Diwali market
in Jaipur is offering more than
just sweetness, but a fusion of
luxury and health.

number. Nischal, a member of
the Guinness Book of World
Records team, said that we are
using three types of technology
— dry run, drone, and digital
accounting, so that the records
are completely transparent and
authentic.

On completion of one year of the government,
AAP National Media Incharge Anurag Dhanda
launched a scathing attack on the CM

AGENCIES

Chandigarh:  Senior Aam
Aadmi Party leader and national
media in-charge Anurag Dhanda
launched a scathing and direct attack
on Chief Minister Naib Singh Saini
and former Union Minister Khattar
on the completion of one year of
the BJP government in Haryana. He
said that the government in Haryana
is being run not by the people but
by the Delhi court. Naib Singh Saini
is merely a dummy CM, while the
real power and decisions still lie in
the hands of Khattar and the BJP
high command. This government
is being run not for the people of
Haryana but for the BJP’s political
agenda.

Anurag Dhanda said that law
and order has completely collapsed
during Nayab Singh Saini’s one-
year rule. The crime statistics
themselves bear witness that
Haryana is now among the most
unsafe states in the country. Crimes
against women have risen sharply,
conviction rates are declining, and
criminals have no fear of the law.
The government’s focus is not
on public safety but on political
propaganda. The state’s police and
administration, instead of protecting
the public, are focused on serving
BIP leaders and programs.

He said that this government
has committed the biggest betrayal
of farmers. Grand announcements

were made about guaranteeing
24 crops under the MSP, but
in reality, farmers were forced
to sell paddy in the markets at
prices ranging from 700 to 500
below the minimum support price.
Delays in gate passes, deductions
for moisture and color, and
corruption in lifting have broken
the back of farmers. The BIJP
government is not farmer-friendly
but business-friendly, and is using
farmers as mere electoral pawns.

Anurag Dhanda said that the
same old paper schemes from
Khattar’s time are still being
implemented today. The face has
changed, but the policy remains
the same: false promises, hollow
guarantees, and a series of public
deceptions. In one year, the
government has taken no concrete
steps to provide relief to the
public. Neither farmers received
justice, nor youth employment,
nor women security. He said the
government’s record on education,
electricity, and employment is
shameful. Thousands of teaching
positions are vacant, hundreds
of schools are operating with
one teacher each, recruitment
exams have been marred by
paper leaks, and power cuts have
spread darkness in rural areas.
In the name of development,
the government is merely giving
speeches, with nothing on the
ground.

Gongress and SP are following the
British policy of divide and rule: CM Yogi

AGENCIES

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
launched a scathing attack on
opposition parties at a state-
level workshop organized at the
Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in
the capital regarding the 150th
birth anniversary celebrations
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
He said that the Congress,
Samajwadi Party, and the
Indi alliance are following the
British policy of divide and
rule. The Chief Minister said
that when the country was
gaining  independence,  the
British conspired to divide India
into many parts. Their aim
was to ensure that India would
never be united. Regarding the
opposition parties, he said that
these parties are working to
create divisions in society on the
basis of caste, sect, and religion,
thereby weakening the unity
and integrity of the country.
However, with his extraordinary

vision and strong will, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel strengthened
national unity by merging 563
princely states into the Republic
of India. He said that the
united India that we see today,
from north to south and east
to west, is due to Sardar Patel.
Therefore, to express gratitude
to them, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
October 31st has been celebrated
as National Unity Day every
year for the last 11 years. He
said that while the opposition
is pursuing divisive politics, it
is the BJP’s responsibility to
spread the message of unity and
integrity to every village and
every assembly. Chief Minister
Yogi announced that a “Run for
Unity” will be held across the
state on October 31st. Following
this, an 8- to 10-kilometer-
long “Ekta Padyatra” will be
organized in every assembly
constituency from November Tst
to 26th. Retired army personnel,
farmers, laborers, BJP affiliates,

NSS, NCC, and Scout Guides
will all be included. This
program should not be a mere
formality; instead, every worker
must ensure their participation.
Everyone from the booth level
to the district officials must
be active. CM Yogi stated
that Constitution Day will be
celebrated on November 26th, an
occasion to express gratitude to
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar.
On this day, five youth from
each district will be sent to Delhi,
where they will participate in a
march through Gujarat. This
march will run from November
26th to December 6th, so
that youth across the country
can draw inspiration from the
contributions of both Sardar
Patel and Babasaheb Ambedkar.
He further stated that India
should become a developed
nation by 2047; this should be
the resolve of every Indian. He
appealed to citizens to purchase
indigenous products during the
festivals.

With clear policy and clean intention, development is taking
place at three times the speed in the state: Ghief Minister Saini

AGENCIES

Chandigarh: Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
stated that the current state
government is fully committed
to the welfare and all-round
upliftment of farmers, the
poor, youth, and women. He
stated that the government’s
development policy is clear, its
intentions are clear, and under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, development
work is progressing at three
times the speed in the state. The
state government is working with
the spirit of “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, and Sabka Vishwas.” The
Chief Minister was addressing a
state-level function organized in
Panchkula district to mark the
completion of one glorious year
of the Haryana government.
Assembly  Speaker  Harvind
Kalyan, MLA Shakti Rani
Sharma, and former Assembly
Speaker Gyan Chand Gupta,
along with other dignitaries,
were present. The program was
broadcast live at district-level
events held in all districts, and
citizens across the state heard
the Chief Minister's message.
The deprived Scheduled Castes
were given their rights, and
participation in  government
jobs, Panchayat and local body

elections was ensured. The Chief
Minister said that the Scheduled
Castes, which were deprived
till now, have been given
their rights. This has ensured
participation of these castes in
government jobs, Panchayat
and local body elections.
Backward Class-B has been
given reservation in Panchayati
Raj institutions and urban local
bodies. 5 percent reservation
has been given for the post
of Sarpanch and 50 percent
reservation of their population
for other posts. Apart from this,
the government has given rights
certificate of Awa-Pajawa land
in 1700 villages to Prajapati
community for running the
pottery business. Now there will
be no hindrance in their work.
We have worked to increase the
respect of Prajapati community.

He said that the Haryana
Village Shamlat Land Act, 1961,
has been amended to grant
land ownership rights to those
who held landholdings prior to
the formation of the state. A
provision has been made to grant
ownership rights to families who
have occupied land belonging to
panchayats and municipalities
for more than 20 years. Under
this, any citizen can apply to
the Deputy Commissioner for
ownership rights at a price one

and a half times the collector
rate. He said that under the
PM Surya Ghar Free Electricity
Scheme, a target has been set
to install solar systems of up to
2 kilowatts on the rooftops of
houses in the state for almost
free by March 31, 2027. So far,
37,825 solar systems have been
installed under this scheme.

If someone wants to install
a 3 kilowatt solar system, an
additional subsidy of Rs 18,000
is given for the third 1 kilowatt.
In the last 11 years, 1 lakh 61
thousand 837 solar pumps
have been installed. Of these,
33,553 solar pumps have been
installed in the last one year. The
Chief Minister said that under
the Dayalu Yojana, financial
assistance of Rs 309.67 crore has
been provided to 8,299 eligible
families with annual incomes up
to Rs 1.80 lakh. Additionally,
under the Chief Minister’s
Marriage Gift Scheme, up to Rs
71,000 is given as a gift for the
marriage of daughters of poor
families.

Farmer welfare is the
priority of the government-
The Chief Minister said that our
government has placed farmers
at the center of its policies.
Today, all crops in Haryana are
procured at MSP. In the last 11
crop seasons, Rs. 1.54 lakh crore

SPCB Officials Visit Orissa Metaliks Pvt
Ltd, Inaugurate Wheel Washmg System

RAJ KUMAR SHARMA

Jharsuguda: The Member
Secretary and the Regional
Officer of the State Pollution
Control Board (SPCB), Odisha,
visited Orissa Metaliks Pvt
Ltd at Marakuta in Jharsuguda
district on Saturday.During their
visit, they inaugurated a newly
installed wheel washing system
and participated in a plantation
drive within the plant premises.
The officials appreciated

company’s ongoing
efforts towards maintaining
environmental standards and
promoting green initiatives. The
wheel washing system is aimed
at minimising dust emissions and
ensuring cleaner transportation
within and outside the plant

the

area.

Senior management members,
including Saumit Pal, Ajit Kumar
Singh, and other senior officers of
Orissa Metaliks Pvt Ltd, were present
on the occasion. They reiterated
the company’s commitment to
sustainable industrial practices and

in line

environmental protection
with SPCB guidelines.

The visit underlined the
importance of proactive measures
by industries to  enhance
environmental compliance and
support Odisha’s broader green
mission.

has been directly deposited into
the accounts of 1.2 lakh farmers.
Payment within 48 hours of
crop sale is an example of our
honest system. Furthermore, to
alleviate the financial burden of
farmers due to poor rainfall last
year, a total of Rs. 1,345 crore
was released as a bonus at the
rate of Rs. 2,000 per acre for
Kharif crops. The government
has provided more than Rs.
15,000 crore to farmers in the
last 11 years under compensation
for crop failure and the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana. He
said that by passing the Haryana
Agricultural Land Lease Bill,
2024, trust has been restored
between tenant farmers and
landowners. A law has been
enacted providing a five-year
sentence for those manufacturing
and selling counterfeit
fertilizers, seeds, and pesticides.
To promote horticulture, the
government has implemented the
Price Difference Compensation
Scheme. Under this scheme,
incentives worth 135.37 billion
(135.37 billion) were deposited
into the bank accounts of
approximately 30,000 farmers.
An amount of 47.26 billion
(6.4 billion ) was deposited into
the accounts of 2,386 people
as compensation for the loss
of homes, household goods,

and livestock due to floods
during the last monsoon season.
Meanwhile, 537,000 farmers
from 6,397 villages in the state
have registered 3.1 million acres
of land on the compensation
portal. The verification of this
area is ongoing.

The compensation will be
released to farmers soon after
the verification of the land
submitted on the compensation
portal is expedited. Haryana's
government  job  recruitment
transparency model has become
an example for the entire country
today. The Chief Minister said
that Haryana's youth are full of
energy and talent. In recognition
of their talent, we have
introduced revolutionary changes
to the recruitment process for
government  jobs. Interviews
have been abolished for Group
C and Group D recruitments.
Today, our youth can proudly
declare that they have secured
jobs based on their merit, not
on someone’s recommendation.
Haryana's recruitment
transparency model has become
an example across the country,
and has been praised several
times by the Prime Minister
himself. The state government
has recruited 180,000 youth
into government service with
complete transparency, and this

trend will continue. This includes
the recruitment of 33,949 youth
in the past year. Recruitment for
approximately 17,000 posts is
ongoing. This is an example of
respect for merit. Additionally,
120,000 youth recruited through
the Haryana Skill Employment
Corporation have been provided
job security. Service security
has been provided to contract
employees, guest faculty and
guest instructors from the
Technical Education Department,
and extension lecturers and guest
professors from colleges.

Under the Mudra Scheme,
loans worth over 45,000 crore
rupees have been disbursed
to 4.2 million youth. The
Department of Foreign
Cooperation has been established
to provide youth with education
and employment abroad. He
appealed to youth to travel
abroad through this department
and not fall prey to fraudulent
schemes that send them through
the “donkey route.” We are also
helping youth find employment
abroad through the Haryana
Skill Employment Corporation.
So far, 176 youth have been
sent abroad. Now, passports
are being issued free of charge
in their colleges. So far,
passports have been issued for
approximately 37,000 youth.

Three Held with Firearms, Ammunition
in Jharsuguda under ‘Operation Netra’

RAJ KUMAR SHARMA

Jharsuguda: In a major
breakthrough under Operation
Netra, Jharsuguda Police on

Saturday arrested three persons
involved in illegal arms trading
and seized a cache of firearms
and ammunition during a raid at
Buromal area of the town.

A special team, formed under
the direction of Superintendent
of Police Gundala Reddy
Raghavendra, conducted a swift
operation and apprehended the
trio while they were attempting
to sell firearms at a secluded
location.

The accused were identified as
Anil Sahu (45) of Purunabasti,
Bitu Khatik (33) of Buromal, and
Suraj Sonkar (34) of Santinagar,

Buromal.
Police seized two country-

made pistols, four magazines,
six live rounds, a motorcycle,
and three mobile phones from
their  possession.  Preliminary
investigation revealed that the
accused had procured the firearms
from Bihar to sell in Jharsuguda

for financial gain.

A case has been registered
under Sections 25(1)
(2)/25(6)/25(8)/35 of the Arms
Act read with Section 111(4)
of the BNS at Jharsuguda Police
Station. Further investigation is
underway to trace their associates
and the source of the weapons.



