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Uttar Pradesh: Record breaking for
devotees visiting Ayodhya, this
vear's number surpasses 230 million

Ayodhya: The Uttar Pradesh government is celebrating the
9th Deepotsav on the banks of the Saryu River in Ayodhya
this year. In addition to the Ram Temple, the annual Deepotsav
has further enhanced Ayodhya's grandeur. The Deepotsav
has increased Ayodhya's appeal both domestically and
internationally. This is the reason why the number of tourists in
Ayodhya is steadily increasing. Not only are there a significant
number of Indian tourists, but foreigners have also shown
increased interest in the city of Lord Shri Ram. According to
data from the Tourism Department, since the Deepotsav began
in Ayodhya in 2017, 17,832,717 Indian and 25,141 foreign
tourists visited the city. Thus, in 2017, a total of 17,857,858
devotees visited Ramnagari. In the second year of Deepotsav in
2018, 1,95,34,824 Indians and 28,335 foreign nationals visited
Ramnagari. Thus, a total of 1,95,63,159 people visited Ayodhya
for darshan and pujan in the year 2018. Similarly, in the year
2019, a total of 2,04,91,724 devotees including 2,04,63,403
Indians and 38,321 foreigners visited Ayodhya.

In the year 2020, a decrease in the number of tourists was
seen due to Corona. This year, a total of 61,96,148 tourists
including 61,93,537 Indians and 2,611 foreigners visited
Ayodhya. Whereas in the year 2021, 1,57,43,359 Indians and
31 foreign tourists visited Ayodhya for darshan and pujan. In
2021, a total of 1,57,43,390 pilgrims visited Ayodhya.

Similarly, in 2022, 2,39,09,014 Indian and 1465 foreign
tourists visited Ayodhya. A total of 2,39,10,479 tourists visited
Ayodhya. In 2023, 5,75,62,428 Indian and 8468 foreign tourists
visited. This was followed by 16,43,93,474 Indian and 26048
foreign pilgrims in 2024. In 2025, from January to June, a total
of 23,82,14,737 pilgrims, including 23,81,64,744 Indians and
49,993 foreigners, visited Ayodhya. The number of pilgrims
visiting Ayodhya, not only from the country but also from
abroad, is increasing. With the increasing number of pilgrims,
employment in Ayodhya has also begun to grow rapidly. The
Yogi Adityanath government is rapidly developing Ayodhya.
Magnificent four-lane and six-lane roads are connecting
Ayodhya. With the development of a world-class airport and
railway station, along with numerous other amenities, Ayodhya
is attracting tourists.

Three people fell from the
Karmabhoomi Express near Nashik
Road, two dead, one critical

Nashik, Maharashtra: A horrific accident occurred in the
Nashik Road area on Saturday night when three young men
fell from the Karmabhoomi Express, which was traveling
from Mumbai's Lokmanya Tilak Terminus to Raxaul in Bihar.
Two died on the spot, while one was seriously injured and is
undergoing treatment at the district hospital. It has been reported
that the Karmabhoomi Express departed from Nashik Road
station on Saturday night. Shortly after, Station Manager Akash
of Odha Railway Station contacted the Nashik Road Railway
Administration and reported that three young men had fallen
from the train in the Dhiklenagar area near the Hanuman Temple
on Jail Road. Upon receiving the information, Sub-Inspector Mali
and Constable Bhole, under the guidance of Senior Inspector
Jitendra Sapkale of Nashik Road Police Station, along with a
team, arrived at the scene. Two young men were found dead
and one seriously injured between kilometer 190/1 and 190/3 on
the Bhusaval-bound track. The injured youth was immediately
admitted to the district hospital. The identities of the deceased
and injured youths have not yet been established. Since trains
to North India are heavily crowded due to the Diwali festival,
police have speculated that the youths standing near the door lost
their balance due to the crowd and fell from the moving train.
An investigation is underway to determine whether the youths
were traveling to their hometowns to celebrate the festival or to
vote in the Bihar Assembly elections. According to information
received, the deceased and injured who fell from the train did
not have any identification documents. The injured have been
admitted to a private hospital. It is initially believed that the
three men, who worked in the Mumbai area, were traveling
to their hometowns in Bihar for the Diwali festival. Railway
services are experiencing a high passenger traffic due to Diwali
and Chhath.

76 lakh rupees electricity scam at
Shirdi Sai Buba Sansthan, FIR filed
against 47 officials and employees

Shirdi: A major financial scam has come to light at the Shri
Sai Baba Sansthan Trust in Shirdi, a major center of faith for
millions of devotees across the country. An audit revealed the
embezzlement of electrical equipment worth 76 lakh rupees
in the institution’s electrical department. In this case, Shirdi
police have filed a case of fraud and embezzlement against 47
officials and employees of the institution. The FIR was filed on
court orders. The investigation revealed that this issue had been
discovered during an audit conducted a year ago, but the local
administration had not taken any concrete action. Reacting to
the administration’s negligence, social activist Sanjay Babutai
Kale filed a criminal writ petition in the Aurangabad High
Court division bench seeking justice. On October 15, the court,
recognizing the gravity of the matter, ordered the Shirdi police
to immediately file an FIR against all 47 accused. Only after the
court’s strict stance did the Shirdi police complete the process
of registering a case.

According to a report, officials and employees of the
Electricity Department conspired. They failed to properly
register the electrical equipment under their control. Many
valuable items were deliberately entered into the “dead stock
register” fraudulently, even though the equipment was actually
missing from the facility. This resulted in financial losses worth
crores of rupees to the facility.

Police investigations have revealed that 39 accused have
paid their liabilities to the facility, but eight remain outstanding.
Complainant Sanjay Kale obtained all the crucial documents
related to this entire scam under the Right to Information
(RTI) Act. His thorough investigation revealed the full
extent of the mismanagement, fraudulent entries, and material
misappropriation within the Electricity Department. When
local complaints were met with no action, he ultimately had
to approach the High Court. Following the court-ordered
registration of an FIR, the Shirdi police have formed a team to
review documents, audit reports, and accountability.

Bihar Elections: Congress Releases
Second List of Candidates, Find Out
Who Has Been Ticketed Where

Patna: The Congress party has released its second list of
candidates for the Bihar Assembly elections. Five candidates have
been announced in this list. According to an official letter issued
from the office of AICC General Secretary (Organization) K.C.
Venugopal, the Congress has nominated Shashwat Kedar Pandey
from Narkatiaganj, Mohammad Kamrul Hoda from Kishanganj,
Mohammad Irfan from Kasba, Jitendra Yadav from Purnia, and
Mohan Srivastava from Gaya Town. The nomination process
for these constituencies will continue until October 20, with the
second phase of voting scheduled for November 11. Previously,
the Congress had announced 48 candidates in its first list.

However, the party is facing heavy criticism within the Grand
Alliance for delays in finalizing seat-sharing arrangements,
which led to the first phase of nominations concluding without
clarity on several constituencies. Earlier this week, Bihar
Congress in-charge Krishna Allavaru was targeted by party
workers at the Patna airport, further fueling unrest within the
party. Angry workers accused him of ticket sales and widespread
irregularities in candidate selection.

Dy Mayor’s Efforts Succeed: Pay Outstanding
Dues in One Go — No Interest to Be charged

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI —
After five years of persistent

effort, the  continuous
campaign of  Motihari
Municipal Corporation’s

Deputy Mayor, Dr. Lal Babu
Prasad, has borne fruit. His
tireless work has brought
major relief to property tax
defaulters in the municipal
area. Now, taxpayers can
clear all their outstanding
dues in a single payment
without any interest or
penalty being applied. Dr.
Prasad had been writing

to the Chief Minister,
Deputy  Chief Minister,
and Urban Development

Minister for several years,
requesting the waiver of
interest and penalty charges
to encourage people to
pay their pending taxes.
Acting on his initiative,
the Urban Development
and Housing Department

of the Bihar government
issued  Notification = No.
3056 on October 4, 2025.
The accepts
Dr. suggestions
and announces a complete
waiver of interest and
penalties on all outstanding
property for the
financial year 2025-26
and prior years—provided
taxpayers pay their dues
in full by March 31, 2026.
This decision will not only
provide relief to defaulters
but also generate substantial

notification
’
Prasad s

taxes

| S——

revenue for the government.
Speaking to BNM, Dr. Lal
Babu Prasad said, “There
are hundreds of residents
in the municipal area who
have been unable to pay
their taxes for years due
to accumulating interest
and penalties. I have been
continuously appealing to the
government, and I'm glad it
has accepted our request. This

Speaking to BNM, Dr. Lal Babu Prasad said,
“There are hundreds of residents in the
municipal area who have been unable to pay
their taxes for years due to accumulating
interest and penalties. I have been
continuously appealing to the government,
and I'm glad it has accepted our request.

is a beneficial step for both
citizens and the municipal
corporation. "Following the
issuance of the government
notification,
wave of satisfaction and

there is a

happiness among residents.
Citizens have welcomed
the decision, saying it will
help them settle their dues
without any  additional

financial burden.

For the first time since independence, Diwali
celebrations were held in the spirit of duty

AGENCIES

New Delhi: Under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Mrs. Rekha Gupta, a new
history was written in the
national capital, Delhi. Like
Lord Ram’s city, Ayodhya, the
festival of duty was celebrated
for the first time in the national
capital. Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said that today’s festival
of lights is not just a celebration
of lights, but the harbinger of a
new revolution. Delhi is about
to write a new history, where a
remarkable confluence of faith
and modernity has emerged.
The capital has demonstrated
that Delhi is no longer just
a capital of governance, but
also the heartbeat of cultural
consciousness. The drone display
of Shri Ram’s life story and
the ocean of lamps symbolize
that the capital, Delhi, is now
moving forward with the eternal
tradition and the country’s
cultural understanding. This is
the first time since independence
that Diwali is being celebrated
collectively in the spirit of duty.

The Chief Minister was
accompanied by her cabinet
ministers and senior officials,
and thousands of people from
Delhi also participated in this
event. Organized on the path of
duty, this Deepotsav, featuring
a grand drone show, cultural
performances, and a Ramayana-
themed light show, captivated
the thousands of spectators
present. Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta was also moved and

inspired by the devotion of Lord
Ram. She said that after many
years, the heart of Delhi has
been illuminated with the glow
of lamps in this way. This is not
just a festival of lights, but a
symbol of Delhi's new energy,
new hope, and new direction.
This Diwali has reached every
section of Delhi.

Expressing gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on this
occasion, the Chief Minister
said that with the support of
the Central Government, every
section of Delhi is benefiting.
She said that this Diwali,
children have smiles on their
faces, women have savings
in their homes, youth have
new opportunities, the elderly
have assurance of health, and
every citizen is proud of their
city. The Chief Minister said
that it is our resolve that, with
the blessings of Lord Ram,
Ramrajya should be established
in Delhi, where every citizen has
equal opportunity, security, and
respect.

The Delhi Government is
the government of the people,
and we are the servants of the
people. According to the Chief
Minister’s Office, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta also stated that
the most special feature of
this Deepotsav, organized in
the spirit of duty, was the first
drone show to showcase the
life of Lord Shri Ram in the
sky. This magnificent spectacle,
equipped with thousands of
drones, brought the sacred saga
of the Ramayana to life through

modern technology.

This visualization of the
life ideals of the most virtuous
person, Shri Ram, not only
moved the devotees but also
conveyed the message that Indian
traditions can evolve in harmony
with modernity over time. The
Chief Minister also stated that
Diwali is a special festival
that symbolizes the victory of
light over darkness, truth over
falsehood, and righteousness
over unrighteousness. In the
Treta Yuga, when Lord Shri
Ram returned to Ayodhya after
14 years of exile, the people
of Ayodhya welcomed him by
lighting lamps. Since then, this
festival has become a symbol of
light through lamps.

This festival is not only
religious but also a symbol
of social and cultural unity.
This festival connects us at the
family, society, and national
level, and inspires us to dispel
darkness and light the lamp of
hope and harmony. He said that
this event organized by the Delhi
government is special. Until
now, the grand celebration of
Deepotsav was seen in Ayodhya,
but for the first time, Delhi also
brought this glorious tradition
to life in its own backyard. The
Chief Minister said that our
government wants to ensure
that Delhi not only remains
the administrative capital but
also reflects the soul of India
culturally.  This  celebration
of Diwali will give Delhi a
new identity towards spiritual
consciousness and cultural pride.

AGENCIES

New Delhi: It’s a matter
of time. Once upon a time,
the British laid the foundation

for the Royal Indian Air
Force (RAF) in India.
Now, experienced Indian

Air Force (IAF) instructors
will train fighter pilots from
the same British Royal Air
Force (RAF). According to
reports, two top Indian Air
Force fighter pilot instructors
will soon be stationed at RAF
Valley Air Base, located on
the island of Anglesey off
the northwest coast of Wales.
Here, they will train British
Air Force pilot cadets on the
BAE Hawk T Mk 2 Advanced
Jet Trainer aircraft. This is the
same aircraft used by Britain's
next-generation fighter pilots
to prepare for frontline jets
like the Typhoon and F-35.

A senior Royal Air Force
official ~ stated that this
initiative is a significant step
towards strengthening defense
cooperation between the two
countries. He added that the
exact date for the deployment
of the Indian instructors has
not yet been finalized, but
it will not be before October
2026. Their initial training
and familiarization process

Indian Air Force trainers
will now train British pilots

in the UK will be completed
in about a year or less. The
salaries of these two Indian
instructors will be paid by
the Indian government,
while the UK Ministry of
Defence will arrange for
their accommodation. These
instructors can be stationed at
RAF Valley for a maximum of
three years.

According to the World
Directory of Modern Military
Aircraft, the Indian Air Force
is the third most powerful
air force in the world, after
the US and Russia. Britain
ranks eighth on this list.
According to RAF sources,
the program aims not only
to foster training cooperation
but also to strengthen India-
UK strategic and political
relations. An official said,
“The participation of Indian
instructors will develop better
interoperability between the
two countries’ air forces,
opening new avenues of trust
and cooperation.” This historic
collaboration has not only been
praised by defense experts but
is also seen as a symbol of
India’s growing global military
influence—where Indian pilots
will now provide flying lessons
to fighter pilots from Britain, a
former colonial power.
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New Delhi: Neither have
Diwali fireworks been properly
burst nor has the bitter cold
set in. Yet, Delhi-NCR is
experiencing a  suffocating
feeling. The AQI has surpassed
400, and the entire city appears
shrouded in a blanket of smog
and smoke. In South Delhi,
college students are venturing
outside wearing masks.
Pollution has become so severe
that it stings people’s eyes.
Even Diwali shopping seems
daunting. People are afraid
to venture out. Hospitals are
seeing a growing number of
respiratory patients. Doctors
say this pollution damages the
lungs. Therefore, the elderly
and children have been advised
not to leave their homes.

On Sunday morning, a day
before Diwali, Delhi-NCR was

A

Delhi shrouded in a bianket of smog and smoke
- choking even before Diwali, A0l crosses 400

shrouded in a thick blanket of
smog. Visibility on the roads
has dropped to less than 50
meters. The Air Quality Index
(AQI) has surpassed 400,
and in Anand Vihar, it has
surpassed 418. In essence,
Delhi has become a gas
chamber, where every breath
seems to be poisoned.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the Air Quality Index
in Delhi is rapidly deteriorating.
Tuesday’s data clearly shows
that the air in many areas has
become toxic. Anand Vihar
recorded an AQI of 435 on
Sunday, which falls in the
‘severe’ category. In Wazirpur,
it reached 365. Dwarka Sector
8 recorded 341, and Bawana
reached 303. Furthermore, the
AQI at ITO is close to 285.
This pollution is being caused
by stubble burning, vehicles,

and dust. Therefore, it is
believed that wearing masks is
essential for Delhiites.

The Supreme Court, on the
recommendation of the central
and Delhi governments, has
relaxed the complete ban on
firecrackers in  Delhi-NCR
ahead of Diwali. Now, only
green firecrackers are permitted
for sale and use. This decision
was made by the Supreme Court
on October 15, 2025. The court
has taken this as a trial, so that
the festival can be celebrated
and pollution can be controlled.
Green firecrackers are certified
by the Environmental Research
Institute and the Petroleum
Safety  Organization. They
contain a QR code. Their sale
is limited from October 18th
to October 20th. The timings
for bursting firecrackers are set
between 6 am and 7 pm and 8
pm and 10 pm.

Sukhbir Singh Badal warns against conspiracy to leave Sikhs leaderless

Chandigarh: Shiromani
Akali Dal President Sardar
Sukhbir Singh Badal today

appealed to Sikhs worldwide,
saying, “The deep-rooted
conspiracy to gain control of
Sikh religious institutions and
leave the Khalsa Panth leaderless
must be identified and defeated.
Addressing a seminar organized
by the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
on the 350th martyrdom
anniversary of the ninth Guru,
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
Ji, in New Delhi this morning,
Sardar Sukhbir Singh Badal said
that the country urgently needs
to follow in the footsteps of Guru

Sahib and uphold the values of
secularism, human rights, and
civil liberties for which Guru
Sahib made the unparalleled and
supreme sacrifice. He said that
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib is
the only example in the world of
a person who sacrificed his life
to protect a religion that was not
his own. He said that the country
needs to follow Guru Sahib as
the greatest symbol of religious

tolerance and communal
harmony.
Emphasizing  that  Guru

Sahib stood for secularism and
the protection of human rights,
Sardar Badal said that this belief
has been the foundation of the

Akali Dal governments as well,
and that Sardar Parkash Singh
Badal always upheld these
values to ensure peace and
communal harmony in the state
for 15 years during the three
Akali Dal governments.

Sardar Badal warned that
the nefarious game being played
to weaken the Khalsa Panth
and Panthic institutions could
prove extremely dangerous for
peace and communal harmony.
He said that the Khalsa Panth
is today facing unprecedented
ideological and political attacks.
Powerful elements in the country
are pursuing a centuries-old
strategy of attempting to gain

control of the three highest
Sikh religious and political
institutions—the Sri Akal Takht
Sahib, the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), and the Akali Dal
(SAD)—by luring opportunistic
traitors within the community
and sponsoring social and media
campaigns to defame the Akali
Dal and mislead the Sikh public.
For the past 13 years, we have
witnessed a growing conspiracy
of misinformation to mislead the
community in Punjab. The aim
of these anti-Sikh conspirators
and their henchmen is to deprive
Sikhs of the right to serve
their holy places through their

Mahesh Kumar Sharma assumed charge
as Director (Finance) of NHPC Limited

AGENCIES

Faridabad: Mahesh Kumar
Sharma has assumed charge as
Director (Finance) of NHPC
Limited, a leading Navratna power
company of the Government of
India. Prior to his appointment
as Director (Finance) of NHPC
Limited, he served as the Finance
Head of NHPC’s Commercial
Department and Chief Financial
Officer of NHPC Renewable
Energy Limited (a wholly-
owned subsidiary of NHPC ). He
is currently a nominated director
on the board of NHPC Renewable
Energy Limited (NREL ).

He is a Fellow Member of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) with over 30
years of post-qualification work
experience. He also holds a
Diploma in Information Systems
Auditing (DISA) from ICAI,
in which he secured third rank
at the all-India level. He was
elected as an Executive Body
Member of the Faridabad Branch
of the Northern India Regional

Council of the ICAI during the
period 2004-07 and served
as the President of the Branch
during the year 2006-07. He
was awarded the Best Chairman
Award of Northern India by the
Northern India Regional Council
of the ICAI for the year 2006-07.

Mahesh ~ Kumar  Sharma
began his career as an Accounts
Officer at NHPC in July 2000
and, during his distinguished
professional ~ career  spanning
over 25 years at NHPC, has
gained  extensive expertise
in the core areas of finance,
corporate accounting, treasury,
commercial, and contracts. His
extensive experience not only
covers the financial management
of large-scale infrastructure
projects, but also has a deep
and practical  understanding
of the tariff and regulatory
frameworks, which are crucial in
the planning, development, and
operation of hydropower projects.
With his sense of responsibility,
professional ethics, and
dedication, he has steadily risen

through the organizational ranks.

His journey with NHPC
began at the Corporate Office,
Faridabad, where he was part
of the treasury management
team and a key member of the
Initial Public Offering (IPO)
implementation team until the
company was listed on the Indian
stock exchanges. He served at
the Regional Office, Banikhet,
and then at the Dhauliganga
Power Station, where he played
a crucial role. He played an
active role in the large-scale
restoration of the Dhauliganga
Power Station following the
flash floods in Uttarakhand in
2013, successfully completing
challenging  tasks such as
accounting for the restoration
work, capitalizing new assets,
concluding contracts, and settling
insurance claims. Subsequently,
he served as the Finance Head
at the Pakaldul Hydroelectric
Project, also holding additional
charge of the Finance Department
of the Kiru Hydroelectric Project
and Kwar Hydroelectric Project,

two projects under survey and
investigation ~ under  Chenab
Valley Power Projects Limited
(a joint venture of NHPC and

JKSPDC). At the Pakaldul
Project, he handled major
contracts (civil and E&M)

for the construction of the dam
and powerhouse, which were
awarded during his tenure on
the project. He played a key
role in implementing appropriate
control systems for accounting
for assets, employees, and
contractor payments in a non-
ERP  environment.  Sharma
played a key role in resolving
contractual issues following the
implementation of the GST Act
in Jammu and Kashmir and
assessing the impact of GST on
previously awarded contracts.
During his tenure, Sharma played
a key role in guiding NHPC's
financial strategies during various
stages of project development, from
the survey and investigation phases
to hydropower projects under
construction and subsequently to
operational hydropower stations.

democratically elected religious
representatives. He stated that
their real objective is to weaken
and destroy the identity of the
Khalsa Panth by taking over our
sacred historical religious places
and operating them according to
the wishes of non-Sikhs.

Sardar Badal said that these
anti-Sikh  conspiracies  have
already succeeded in taking over
our religious places, including
our holy Takhts, outside Punjab.
Now, their sights are set on
our highest religious sites, Sri
Harimandir Sahib and Sri Akal
Takht Sahib. This is an attack on
the unique ideology and message
of the great Guru Sahibs. These

conspirators know that they can
only succeed in this conspiracy
by replacing elected Sikh
representatives and installing
their own minions to take over
Sikhism. They have already
succeeded in Delhi, Haryana,
and Maharashtra, where Sikh
religious sites are now under
the direct control of non-Sikh
governments.

Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib, Mr. Kuldeep Singh
Gadgaj, SGPC President,
Mr. Harjinder Singh Dhami,
Delhi Akali Dal President, Mr.
Paramjit Singh Sarna, and Mr.
Manyjit Singh GK also expressed
their views at the seminar.

AGENCIES

New Delhi: Chandrayaan
also brought good news before
Diwali. According to ISRO, the
Chandrayaan-2 mission, using its
scientific instruments, discovered
for the first time the impact of
coronal mass ejections (CMEs)
on the Moon. This is considered
a major discovery regarding the
relationship between the Sun and
the Moon. ISRO stated that this
information will help understand
the lunar exosphere, the Moon's
very thin atmosphere, and the
effects of space weather on
its surface. Chandrayaan-2,
launched from Sriharikota on
July 22, 2019, aboard a GSLV-
MKIII-M1 rocket, carried eight
scientific instruments  and
successfully entered lunar orbit
on August 20, 2019.

According to an ISRO
release, one of the instruments
on Chandrayaan-2, the
Chandrayaan Atmospheric

Chandrayaan brings good news!
Discovers the relationship
hetween the Sun and the Moon

Compositional Explorer-2,
recorded the impact of a coronal
mass ejection from the Sun on
the Moon's outer atmosphere.
The primary objective of the
CHACE-2 instrument is to study
the composition, extent, and
changes in the Moon's neutral
outer atmosphere. Coronal mass
ejections are powerful explosions
in the solar system. During these
explosions, the Sun releases
helium and hydrogen ions.
This is particularly difficult on
the Moon due to the Moon's
lack of an atmosphere and
lack of a strong magnetic field.
Chandrayaan's data revealed that
after the coronal mass ejection
struck the Moon, the pressure
on the Moon's thin atmosphere
increased a thousandfold. The
Moon has a very thin atmosphere
called the exosphere, which is
composed of gas molecules. It
is located close to the Moon's
surface, hence the surface
boundary, the exosphere.




