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ntest CBI clean chit to Rhea Chakraborty

New Delhi, Agency: Late
actor Sushant Singh Rajput's
family has decided to legally
challenge the Central Bureau of
Investigation's closure report on
his sudden death in 2020, calling
it "incomplete" and "flimsy."

The move comes after the
closure report stated that there
was no evidence to suggest that
actor Sushant Singh Rajput was
confined, threatened, or that any
wrongdoing was committed by
actor Rhea Chakraborty or oth-
ers accused in the case.

According to the report,
accessed by HT, italso stated that
there was no evidence to suggest
that Rhea had embezzled his
funds or possessions.

Why did SSR's family reject
the CBI closure report?

Sushant Singh Rajput's fami-
ly and their lawyer, Advocate
Varun Singh, have rejected the
findings outright, describing the
closure report as a superficial
exercise and have decided to

challenge it in court.

"This is nothing but an eye-
wash. If CBI really wanted to
come out with the truth, it would
have submitted all the support-
ing case documents, including
chats, technical records, state-
ments of witnesses, medical
records, etc, in the court along
with the final (closure) report,
which they have not done. We
will file a protest petition against
this closure report, which is
based on a shoddy investiga-
tion", Singh said.

Rajput's family also believes
that the investigation has major
gaps. Advocate Varun Singh crit-
icised the CBI for failing to pro-
vide key evidence, such as bank
statements or digital data, to sub-
stantiate its claims about no
embezzlement.

"Simply saying Sushant
Singh's account has not been
used to take out funds is not
enough. CBI should have pro-
vided the bank statement to back

its claim. It's a flimsy report,
which won't stand in the court of
law," Singh said.

What does the CBI closure
report say. The CBI had submit-
ted two closure reports in March

this year -- one about the case
filed by Rajput's father, KK
Singh, in Patna, alleging that
Rhea and her family drove his
son to suicide and misused his
finances; the second involved a

counter-case Rhea filed against
Rajput's sisters in Mumbai.
“Investigation revea led that
Sushant had committed suicide.
None of the accused persons had
lived/stayed with him between

June 8, 2020 and June 14, 2020
(the day he was found hanging in
his Bandra flat). Rhea and her
brother Showik left the house on
June 8, and thereafter didn’t visit
the house. Sushant had spoken to
Showik on June 10 through
WhatsApp at 1441 hours, buthad
no conversations with Rhea
between June 8 and June 14.
Evidence had not come onrecord
to show that Sushant had met
with Rhea or any of her family
members or had been in touch
with them by any other means.
Shruti Modi had stopped visiting
Sushant’s house since she frac-
tured her leg in February.
Furthermore, Meetu Singh (sis-
ter of Sushant) had stayed with
him in his flat from June 8 to June
12,” said an officer, quoting
details of the closure report.
Regarding allegations of
theft and embezzlement of funds
by Rhea, the agency said that
“when Rhea and her brother left
Sushant’s house on June 8, she

took away her Apple laptop and
Apple wristwatch, which were
gifted to her by Sushant. No evi-
dence has emerged during the
probe about any property dis-
honestly taken out of the posses-
sion of Sushant without his
knowledge by Rhea or any other
accused person”. The CBI report
also noted that Rajput's finances
were managed by his .

chartered accountant and
lawyer, and that his expenditures
on Rhea, including a 2019 Euro
pean trip, were made at his own
instruction.“He  even  told
Sidharth Pithani (Sushant’s flat-
mate) that Rhea was part of the
family. Therefore, expenses on
Rhea cannot be brought under
the ambit of Section 420 of the
Indian Penal Code. Further, the
evidence doesn’t suggest/indi-
cate any movable property being
delivered to Rhea by inducing or
deceiving Sushant”, the closure
report states, according to the
second officer.

Massive fireat Mumba's JogeshwariWest - pvf Modi to lead Sardar Patel's birth anniver-

building, people stranded on top floor

New Delhi, Agency: Prime
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sary celebratlons at Statue of Unity on Oct 31
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Mumbai, Agency A massive fire broke
out at the JMS Business Centre in Mumbai’s
Jogeshwari West area on Thursday, trigger-
ing panic among occupants. Fire officials
rushed to the spot soon after receiving the
alert, and multiple fire engines have been
deployed at the site.

Influencer with over 5S0M followers lo-ses
50 lakh to cyber fraud Here's how

Visuals from the scene showed people
stranded on the top floor of the commercial
building as firefighters worked to rescue
them.According to the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation's (BMC) Mumbai
Fire Brigade (MFB), the incident has been
declared a Level-II call.

Minister Narendra Modi will visit
the Statue of Unity in Gujarat's
Narmada Valley on October 31 to
lead the birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

PM Modi had inaugurated the
world's tallest statue dedicated to
the nation's first home minister on
Patel's 143rd birth anniversary at
Kevadiya in the Narmada district in
2018.

The 182-metre steel and bronze
Statue of Unity is nearly twice the
height of New York's iconic Statue
of Liberty. The statue is situated on
Sadhu Bet, a hillock between the
Vidhyanchal and Saputara ranges
located 3.5 km downstream of the
iconic, 138-metre-high Sardar
Sarovar Dam.

Michael Graves Architecture
and Designs, Turner Construction
and Larsen & Toubro executed the
project. Four thousand workers
toiled for years to raise the historic

structure.

Under the Loha (iron) cam-
paign, an agricultural tool each was
collected from around 700,000 vil-
lages across India, which was melt-
ed and used in the statue. In total,
135 tonnes of iron were donated by
farmers to support the project. More
than 5,000 bronze panels, made in
China, were shipped to build the

g

-
statue.

The base of the Statue of Unity
features an exhibit floor, housing a
memorial garden and museum on a
multimedia platform. Two eleva-
tors from here carry 40 people each
atatimeto visit the viewing gallery,
located at approximately 157
metres, around chest level.

The visitor's gallery offers a

Vidhyanchal mountain ranges
where Gujarat's border converges
with Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra.

National Unity Day

India marks the Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas or National Unity Day every
year on October 31, to honour the
birth anniversary of  Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

The vision and determination of
Patel, known as the Iron Man of
India, laid the foundation for a unit-
ed India. His leadership played a
pivotal role in uniting more than
560 princely states after India
achieved independence and became
the sovereign nation we know
today.

Patel once said, "Manpower
without unity is not a strength
unless it is harmonised and united
properly, then it becomes a spiritual
power."

Cow vigilante shot in Hyderabad, BJP
leaders claim accused linked to AIMIM

New Delhi, Agency: A popular
Instagram creator from Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh, has fallen victim to
a digital extortion racket that preyed
on his fear of losing his massive
online following. It marks the first of
its kind cybercrime in the region.

Azim Ahmed, a 28-year-old
social media influencer and entre-
preneur from Jabalpur, is a popular
figure. According to an NDTV
report, he lost ?50 lakh to fraudsters
who threatened to "strike" and "ban"
his Instagram accounts if he did not
comply with their demands.

Ahmed, who has more than 57
million followers across 96
Instagram pages, has filed a com-
plaint with the Jabalpur Cyber Cell.
The culprits, however, remain
unidentified and at large.

Fearing that he would lose his
page, which is now his primary
source of income, Ahmed paid the
extortionists up to 750 lakh repeated-
ly and, over time.

A software engineer turned digi-
tal entrepreneur, Ahmed built his

online presence from the ground up.
He created his first Instagram page in
2017 as his shot at fame during the
COVID-19lockdownin2021.
Encouraged by the success, he
later co-founded a digital marketing

with

Whoopy Digital,

startup,
friends.

But the success has now brought
sleepless nights. "For almosta year, [
have been receiving fake copyright
strikes and threats. They claim my

posts are their content and say if I
don't pay, my accounts will be delet-
ed," Ahmed said.

The threats escalated from
online messages to phone calls and
even fake emails imitating
Instagram's content moderation sys-
tem. "They call themselves media-
tors. A caller from Pune demanded
225,000 to 30,000 to remove fake
strikes," he said. According to
Jabalpur Cyber Cell in-charge
Neeraj Negi, this is the first reported
casein the city where fraudsters have
extorted money by threatening cre-
ators with fabricated content strikes.

This is a new-age cybercrime
trend. Fraudsters are exploiting
Instagram's automated content sys-
tems. Once a user receives multiple
fake strikes, their account faces sus-
pension," Negi said.

Negi added that the Cyber Cell
has reached out to Instagram's inter-
nal team to trace how these fake bans
are being triggered and to identify
those behind the extortion racket.

Inafirst, 150 1nd1gen0us dogs are gettlng commando op training

New Delhi, Agency: Over 150
indigenous Rampur Hound and
Mudhol Hound dogs are being
trained for the first time by the
Border Security Force (BSF) to
undertake high-risk commando
operations across India’s eastern and
western frontiers and in Left Wing
Extremism (LWE)-affected areas,
officials aware of the development
said.

Launched in 2018 following
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the BSF’s National Training
Centre for Dogs in Tekanpur,
Madhya Pradesh, the initiative aims
to promote the use of Indian dog
breeds in security operations.

During his visit, the PM had
emphasised the importance of recog-
nising and utilising indigenous dog
breeds within national security
forces, following which the BSF ini-

tiated a programme to identify,
develop, and deploy these native
breeds in operational roles.

BSF inducted two Indian breeds
the Rampur Hound and the Mudhol
Hound. Known for their agility,
endurance,  adaptability,  and
resilience, as these breeds are well-
suited to India’s diverse geo-climatic
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resistance, hardiness, and low main-
tenance needs make them particular-
ly effective in demanding field envi-
ronments.

Among the many native breeds,
the Rampur Hound and the Mudhol
Hound stand out for their historical
significance and good working abili-

ties,” said an official aware of the
matter, adding that the force has also
started breeding the dogs, and
expanded to subsidiary K9 training
centres, to ensure large-scale devel-
opment and deployment of Indian
breed dogs across the force.

He added that the effectiveness
ofIndian dog breeds was proven dur-
ing the All India Police Duty Meet
2024 in Lucknow, where Riya, a
Mudhol Hound, became the first
Indian-bred dog to win both the Best
in Tracker Trade and Best Dog of the
Meet titles, outperforming 116 for-
eign-bred competitors.

A senior officer aware of the
matter told news agency PTI that
“about a dozen Indian breed dogs are
being trained for the first time in
undertaking precarious commando
operations along with their han-
dlers...”
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New Delhi, Agency: A
cow vigilante was allegedly
shot by a cow smuggling
mafia in  Hyderabad's
Ghatkesar area on
Wednesday. The cow vigi-
lante was reportedly lured
by a group claiming to have
information on cow trans-
portation. However, when
he arrived on the scene, one
of the individuals opened
fire, leaving him critically
injured.

He was lured to the
scene by people claiming to
have information on cow
transportation, who later
opened fire on him. Police
have since identified and
detained suspects, with
investigations ongoing in
the case.

The cow vigilante, iden-
tified as Sonu, is now bat-
tling for his life, and his
mother says she can “sacri-
fice 10 more sons" for the
cause. Sonu has been pro-
tecting cows for 5-6 years.
Speaking to news agency ,

Sonu's mother said that he
had called her up and told her
that he had been shot in
Ghatkesar. She  further
demanded that the govern-
ment arrest the perpetrators.

Reacting to the incident,
BJPleaders from Hyderabad
alleged that the accused was
linked to the AIMIM. BJP
leader Madhavi Latha
accused the AIMIM of
involvement, urging swift
justice.

Showing a picture, she
said that the man in the pic-
ture shot Sonu. “It has
become clear who he is,” she
said. She alleged that if the
police don't arrest the culprit
and present them in court,
they are also helping. “I
challenge Revanth Reddy to
prove that if he has the guts,
he will do justice to
Prashant...Prashant is bat-
tling for his life,” Latha told.

Also read: Cattle smug-
gler held after encounter:
Police. Meanwhile, Union
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Minister G Kishan Reddy
called for an end to mafia

activities, alleging police
complicity. Reddy said that
he spoke to the DGP, who
told him that this is the first
incident in Telangana. He
further said that stopping
mafiaactivities is the respon-
sibility of the Police, “but

they don't do their
work.Police are colluding
with these mafias.”

State BJP President N
Ramchander Rao claimed
the incident was orchestrated
by “AIMIM goons” to dis-
courage the BJP and the RSS
workers from taking part in
‘gauraksha’ or protection of
cows. BJP condemns this
attack on our workers, and
BJP condemns the police
action also for not taking
action against the MIM
workers...Due to the protec-
tion given by the Congress
government, these people
are doing such activities,"
Raotold.



