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Fire breaks outin moving bus in Andhra Pradesh, 20 burned alive

A bike collided with the bus's fuel tank, causmg thefire; 40 passengers were aboard

Kurnool,Agency: A pri-
vate bus caught fire near
Chinnatekur in  Kurnool,
Andhra Pradesh. According to
news agency ANI, 20 passen-
gers were burned alive in the
accident. Some media reports
put the figure at 25. The inci-
dent occurred around 3:30 am
on Friday. The death toll may
rise.

The bus, traveling from
Hyderabad to Bengaluru, col-
lided with a bike on NH-44.
The bike went under the bus
and hit the fuel tank, causing
the bus to immediately catch
fire. The rider, Shivshankar,
alsodied in the accident.

There were approximately
40 passengers on the bus.

Many of them were burned.
Nineteen escaped by jumping
out. Those who escaped by
breaking the emergency gate
were severely burned and have
been admitted to the Kurnool
Government Hospital.

Police say many bodies
have been completely burnt,
making it difficult to identify
them.

There was a fire, a short cir-
cuit and the door would not
open.

Kurnool Range DIG Koya
Praveen told news agency PTI
that 21 passengers, including
two children, escaped unhurt.
The driver and cleaner's
whereabouts were unknown.
Most of the passengers were

between 25 and 35 years old.

The passengers were asleep at
the time of the accident, pre-
venting them from escaping.
Following the fire, a short cir-
cuit occurred in the bus, which
jammed the door.

Collector issued helpline
numbers

Kurnool Collector Dr. A.
Siri arrived at the scene after
the accident and stated that
helpline numbers have been
issued. These include the
Collectorate Control Room
08518-277305, Government
Hospital Kurnool 9121101059,
the Spot Control Room

9121101061, the Kurnool
Police Control Room
9121101075, and the GGH
Help Desk 9494609814 and
9052951010.

PM Modi wrote on X: "The
Kurnool accident is tragic. My
condolences are with the fami-
lies of the deceased." The PMO
announced a compensation of
?2 lakh for the families of the
deceased and ?50,000 for the
injured. 22 passengers were
burnt alive in Rajasthan 10
days ago. A similar accident
occurred on October 14th at
3:30 pm on the Jaisalmer-
Jodhpur Highway in
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, when a
moving AC sleeper bus caught
fire. In this accident, 22 pas-

sengers were burned to death.

Thebus gate waslocked due
to the fire, preventing people
from getting out. People broke
the glass and jumped out,
pleading for help. The army
used a JCB to break the bus
gate and rescue the people.

The bus that met with the
accident on the Jaisalmer
route had a fiberglassbody and
curtains. Consequently, the
fire spread rapidly. The bus's
windows were made of glass.
As soon as the bus's wiring
caught fire, its doors locked.
The sudden spread of the fire
prevented passengers from
escaping. The driver and con-
ductor were the first to break
open the door.

Appointment oftemple priestsbased STR to begin nationwide from November

on caste or lineage is not mandatory
Kerala HC says qualification and train-

mg must be conszdered
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Kochi, Agency: The Kerala
High Court on Thursday said that
the appointment of priests in tem-
ples cannot be based on caste or
lineage. Doing so cannot be con-
sidered an essential religious prac-
tice. It must be based on merit and
training.

A bench of Justices Raja
Vijayaraghavan V and KV
Jayakumar said...

QuoteImage

The appointment of a temple
priest is not a religious function,
buta function performed by a secu-
lar/civil  authority  (trustee).
Appointment based on caste orlin-
eage is not a constitutionally pro-
tected right under the
Constitution. Any practice that
violates human rights or social
equality will not be recognized by
the Court.

The court's comments came on
apetition filed by the Akhila Kerala
Thanthri Samajam (about 300 tra-
ditional Thanthri families), an
organisation representing families
who have been worshipping at the
temple for generations.

The organization challenged
the practice of appointing candi-
dates trained at Thantra
Vidyapeethas as priests, arguing
that this was eroding the tradition-

al authority of Brahmm famlhes
Appointments should be made in
accordance with religious texts
such as the Agamas and Thantra
Samuchayam.

The right to perform puja
should only be reserved for tradi-
tional Thanthri families, but the
Kerala Devaswom Board and the
Devaswom Recruitment Board
have introduced a new rule. Under
this rule, anyone from any caste or
lineage, provided they have
received puja training from a rec-
ognized Thanthra school, can
become a priest.

Thanthri Samaj says - the gov-
ernment or any board cannot
interfere

Meanwhile, the Thanthri com-
munity opposes this rule. They
argue that who will perform the
puja at the temple is a religious
matter. The government or any
board cannot interfere in the
appointment of a priest. This rule
is against religious traditions and
scriptures. What did the court say
on the Thantra Vidya Peetha sys-
tem. Thantra Vidya Peetha has a
strict certification process of the
candidates. Candidates who com-
plete the course undergo initiation
rituals, which certify their readi-
ness for temple work.

City authorities close median gap

at Bomikhal ROB for roadsafety_

Bhubaneswar, Agency: Ina
huge relief for commuters and
pedestrians alike, city authorities
finally closed the ‘median gap cre-
ated at the end of Bomikhal road
overbridge (ROB) towards the
Rasulgarh side ensuring greater
road safety on the busy Cuttack-
Puri Road. MEDIA recently high-
lighted how the newly-created
median gap at the end point of
Bomikhal ROB near a busy shop-
ping mall was causing massive
traffic chaosin this portion as vehi-
cles moved in a haphazard manner
ontheroad. The median gap on the
busy artery was created just after
Durga Puja allowing vehicles com-
ing from Rasulgarh to ascend the
Bomikhal ROB and move towards
Saheed Nagar or Bomikhal sides.

This, however, led to chaos and
confusion as vehicles, mostly four-
wheelers, started misusing the
median gap to take U-turns to the
other side of the road where the
mall is located. This led to traffic
jams and escalated road safety
concerns. The gap is now closed
using permanent iron barricades,
nreventing vehicles and motorists
- .
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from causing any kind of conges-
tion in this portion of the busy
road. This is a very typical section
of the Cuttack-Puri Road," said
Bomikhal resident Vikrant Jena.
Jena said the Bomikhal ROB
never came in good use for anyone.
"The median gap creation near the
mall side doubled the confusion.
Now with the closure of the gap,
there is at least some discipline on
the road," said Jena, a daily com-
muter. The situation, however,
remained critical on the other side
of the ROB near Ekamra Talkies,
where the Dbarricades are
rearranged, allowing traffic to
enter the bridge while also using
the service lanes on both sides of
theroad.
- .
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New Delhi, Agency:
The Election Commission
has completed preparations
for a thorough revision of
voter lists (SIR) across the
country, starting in
November. The SIR pro-
gram will be designed to
ensure that the work is com-
pleted in states going to the
pollsin May next year.

The plan is to prepare
new voter lists in all states by
March 2026. Election offi-
cials in all states have been
instructed that Aadhaar
card will be accepted as the
12th document.

The purpose of updating
the voter list

The Commission claims
its focus is on Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Assam,
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and Puducherry, where elec-
tions are due by May 2026.
The purpose of the SIR is to
remove duplicate voters
from electoral rolls and
ensure that the voter is an
Indian citizen.

Such a review is being

conducted after

decades, as 1ncreasmg
urbanization and migration
have necessitated it. The sit-
uation here is as follows:
Andhra Pradesh had 55 mil-
lion voters in 2003-2004,
but now has 66 million.

Process to be completed before 2026 state elec-
tions, Supreme Court directives to be followed

Uttar Pradesh had 115 mil-
lion voters in 2003, and now
has 159 million. Delhi had 11
million voters in 2008, and
now has 15 million.

It was decided at the
meeting that BLOs would
visit every voter's home and
deliver pre-field forms.
Every voter who turns 18 by
December 31st will be con-
sidered included in this
process. There are 991 mil-
lion voters across the coun-
try. Bihar has the largest
number of voters, of which
18 areregistered voters.

The process for approxi-
mately 80 million voters
has  been  completed.
Between 2002 and 2004,
700 million voters were reg-
istered in the SIR.

Horrific attackin Mumbai: Upset over breakup, man stabs ex-
girlfriend outside maternity hospital, then slits his own throat

MUMBALI, Agency: A 24-year-old
unemployed man, upset over breakup
with his girlfriend, chased her to a
maternity hospital in full public viewin
area early
Friday morning, stabbed her, and then

Lalbaug's Chinchpokli

slithis own throat.
The accused,

on Dattaram Lad Marg
Chinchpokli,
woman were walking

identified as Sonu
Barai, died from his injuries, while the
24-year-old woman, Manisha Yadav, is
admitted to the ICU of a private hospi-
tal. According to Kalachowki police,
the incident occurred around 10:30am

when the man and
towards
Chinchpokli station from the direction
of the Kalachowki police station.

Eyewitnesses told police that the
man suddenly began attacking the
woman with a knife on the road.

In an attempt to save her life, the
woman ran into a nearby nursing
home. The assailant followed her
inside and stabbed her multiple times.
When locals and nursing home staff

near

own throat.

Kalachowki

tried to intervene, the man reportedly
turned the knife on himself and slit his

Both were rushed to KEM Hospital
in Parel for immediate treatment. The
Police
Commissioner of Police (Zone 4) R.
Ragasudha reached the spot soon after

the inci
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dent. A police team has also

been deployed at KEM Hospital.

From the preliminary inquiries it

appears

and Deputy
accused
someon

that the two who are neigh-

bours were in relationship for a while
but recently they broke off as the

suspected her of looking for
eelse.

Kin pin hopes on HC as deadline for Sunali's return nears

Kolkata, Agency: With
the four-week deadline to
bring back Sunali Khatun
and five others from
Bangladesh ending on
Friday, their families have
decided to move the Calcutta
High Court on Oct 27 seek-
ing implementation of its
order. Ontheotherhand, the
six appeared before a
Bangladesh  court on
Thursday where the charge
sheet on their illegal entry
was submitted.

A Calcutta HC division
bench of justices Tapabrata
Chakraborty and
Reetobroto Kumar Mitra
had on Sept 26 directed
authorities to bring back
Khatun and the others. The
six have been lodged in a
Bangladesh prison since Aug
26.

Representing those
stranded in Bangladesh jail,
senior advocate Raghunath
Chakraborty told MEDIA:
"After the Sept 26 order of
the Calcutta HC, we wrote to

L ol

—
e b

B —

L

the Union home ministry

twice hoping for the return
of Khatun and her family as
well as Sweety Bibi and her

two sons. The four-week
timeframe approximately
ends on Oct 24. If nothing
happens, we will move
Calcutta HC seeking imple-
mentation of the order."

o

Mofijul Sheikh, a social
worker from Birbhum who
has been camping at Chapai
Nawabganj in Bangladesh
on behalf of West Bengal
Migrant Workers' Welfare
Board chairman Samirul
Islam to facilitate the return
of the six, said Khatun was
not doing well and is not

receiving adequate medical
attention.

"Sunali's daughter, sister
and mother are in Delhi
awaiting her return," Sheikh
said, adding that Khatun's
six-year-old daughter Afrina
had called him asking about
her mother's return. "The
child hasbeen away from her
mother for six months. She
keeps insisting she wants to
speak to her mother, but it
could not be made possible,"
Sheikh said further.

Twenty-six-year-old
Khatun, her  husband
Danish Sheikh and their
eight-year-old son Sabir,
and Sweety Bibi, 32, along
with her sons Kurban and
Imam, were picked up by law
enforcement on June 21 on
suspicion of being illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants.

On June 24, the Delhi
Foreigners Regional
Registration Office directed
for them to be kept at a com-
munity centre in Delhi's
Rohini.



