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fervent prayers arise,

Chhath-
tradition of homage

As the dawn of Chaturthi, Karthik Shukla Paksha breaks,

Chhath, a celebration that touches the skies,

A homage to the Nature & Sun, so bright,
Nature's bounty filling hearts with delight.

Oh Chhath, the bond with environment gleams,
Uniting families under nature’s streams,

With each passing ray, our gratitude grows,
For health, wealth, and prosperity it bestows.

The riverbanks come alive with vibrant hues,
Devotees gather, their spirits renewed,
Offerings of fruits and lamps so grand,

A spectacle of faith across the land.

Oh Chhath, a tale of love and devotion,
A testament to our eternal connection,
In harmony with nature, we stand tall,
Cementing bonds, uniting one and all.

Oh Chhath, the bond with environment gleams,
Uniting families under nature’s streams,

With each passing ray, our gratitude grows,
For health, wealth, and prosperity it bestows.

Amidst the chants and rhythmic beats,
We offer our prayers, our souls complete,
With folded hands and hopeful hearts,
We seek blessings as the Sun departs.

Oh Chhath, a time for reflection and grace,
An embrace of nature’s ever-changing face,
We give thanks for the moments we share,

For the love and unity we all hold dear.

Oh Chhath, the bond with environment gleams,

Uniting families under nature’s streams,

With each passing ray of the dawn, our gratitude grows,
For health, wealth, and prosperity it bestows.

Through the cycles of life, we find solace,
Chhath, a reminder of nature’s embrace,
So let us cherish this eternal bond,

With hope and love, forever respond.

ancient

AGENCIES

Lucknow: The Hazratganj

area, located in the heart of
the capital, Lucknow, was
rocked on Saturday night

when a young man committed
suicide by shooting himself
inside his car. Upon receiving
information at around 11:40
pm, Hazratganj police station,
Deputy ~ Commissioner  of
Police (Central), Additional
Deputy  Commissioner  of
Police (Central), Assistant
Commissioner of  Police
(Hazratganj ), and a team from
the field unit arrived at the
scene. Police officers inspected
the scene and collected
evidence. A Honda BRV car
(UP32KE8099) was found
parked at the scene, running. A
young man was found dead in
the driver’s seat inside the car,
with a bullet mark on his right
temple. Police investigation
revealed that the young man
had shot himself. A revolver
was found in the deceased’s
right hand, and a small piece
of foil containing four live
cartridges, one empty cartridge
in the revolver, and five live
cartridges ~ were  recovered
nearby. In this way, a total of
nine live cartridges and one
empty cartridge were recovered
from the scene. During a search

A young man shot himself dead inside a
car in Hazratganj, Lucknow: a licensed
revolver was found at the scene

of the purse found at the scene,
police also found a revolver
license, which identified
the deceased as Ishan Garg
(approximately 38 years old ),
son of Parag Garg, resident of
Rajajipuram, Talkatora Police
Station, Lucknow. Police have
notified the family. Upon
learning of the incident, panic
gripped the area. Acting on
information from passersby,
the police acted swiftly and
cordoned off the scene. A field
unit team collected evidence
from the scene and began an
investigation from all angles.
The deceased’s body has
been sent for post-mortem
examination after a preliminary
investigation. Preliminary
investigation suggests it was a
suicide, but the police have not
yet reached any conclusions.

Police are questioning the
deceased’s family and
acquaintances to determine

the reasons behind the suicide.
Additionally, footage from
nearby CCTV cameras is being
examined to determine when
and under what circumstances
the deceased arrived at the
scene. Police officials stated
that necessary legal proceedings
are underway, and the full
circumstances of the incident
will become clear after the
post-mortem report is received.

Cyclone approaching at 110 km/h,
administration of 3 states on high alert

AGENCIES
New Delhi: The deep
depression  forming in  the

Bay of Bengal has intensified
into a severe cyclonic storm,
‘Monthi’. The Meteorological
Department predicts that the
storm is likely to make landfall
between Machilipatnam  and
Kalingapatnam in  Andhra
Pradesh, near Kakinada, on the
evening or night of October 28.
IMD scientist S. Karunasagar said
that winds of 45 to 55 km/h will
begin to blow near the Andhra
coast, gradually increasing to
90-110 km/h. Considering its
impact, the administration has
declared a high alert in Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, and Tamil
Nadu. In Andhra Pradesh, the
administration  has  increased
vigilance in the districts in view
of the cyclone threat. Control
rooms have been set up in all
districts, and officials have been
instructed to remain vigilant.
Control rooms have been
established at the Visakhapatnam
Collectorate, where people can
seek help for any problems
related to the cyclone. Helpline
numbers 0891-2590102 and
0891-2590100 have been issued.
Visakhapatnam Collector MN
Harendra Prasad said that staff

will be available 24/7 on a
shift basis. The Andhra Pradesh
government has issued a red
alert in the coastal districts and
the Rayalaseema region. Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
held an emergency meeting
with all district collectors and
superintendents of police on
Saturday to review the situation.
He instructed that there should
be no disruption in essential
services and that holidays
should be declared in schools
and colleges if needed. The CM
said that NDRF and SDRF teams
should be deployed in vulnerable
districts. A ‘Hospital  on
Wheels’ facility should be kept
ready in Kakinada. Electricity
and drinking water supply
should remain uninterrupted.
Government officials said that
special control rooms have

Women and child safety awareness
program organized at Bijnor police
station under Mission Shakti 5.0

AGENCIES

Lucknow : As part of the Police
Commissionerate Lucknows Mission
Shakti 5.0 campaign, the Bijnor
police team organized a special
women and child safety awareness
program in the Mati village of the
police station area today, October 26,
2025. The initiative aims to make
women aware of their rights, realize
their role in a safe and empowered
society, and increase legal awareness.
Approximately 60 to 70 women
and children attended the program.
Police officers explained to the
women present which conduct and
behaviors constitute crimes and how
the law helps them in such cases.
Special emphasis was also placed
on cybersecurity awareness and
measures to prevent online fraud.
Women were cautioned against
sharing OTPs or personal information
with unknown individuals and to
be cautious in online transactions.
During the program, women were

informed about various helpline
numbers—1076, 1090, 112, 181,
1930, 102, and 108—so that they
could receive immediate assistance if
needed. The services of the Mahila
Suraksha Kendra, Mahila Help Desk,
and Mission Shakti Kendra, operated
at the police station level, were also
explained in detail. Women were
encouraged to seek counseling and
prompt assistance from these centers.
During the program, women and
children present were also informed
about the concepts of good touch and
bad touch, the POCSO Act, and legal
provisions related to harassment
of women. It was ensured that
women were fully aware of their
rights, safety measures, and legal
aid resources. The program was
conducted by Bijnor Police Station’s
female  sub-inspector,  Soumya
Mishra,  sub-inspector, — Ramraj
Singh, female constables Bhavana
and Akanksha Awasthi, and other
female beat officers and the anti-
Romeo team.

been set up in Guntur Nel]ore,
Chittoor, Kakinada, Bapatla, and
YSR Kadapa districts. All schools
and colleges will remain closed on
October 27 and 28. The IMD has

warned that heavy to very heavy
rainfall (more than 210 mm) is
likely in coastal and Rayalaseema
districts from October 27 to
29. Thailand has named this
cyclonic storm ‘Monthha’, which

means ‘fragrant or beautiful
flower’ in Thai. The Indian
Meteorological Department

(IMD) has categorized it as a
‘Severe Cyclonic Storm’. During
this period, winds of 90 to 110
km per hour are expected, and
several districts will experience
extremely heavy rainfall.
According to the IMD, the storm
is currently centered in the
southeast Bay of Bengal and is
continuously moving westward.

On Saturday, it was located
460 km west-southwest of Port
Blair, 950 km east-southeast of
Chennai, and 970 km southeast
of Kakinada. Meanwhile, the
Odisha government has also
activated its disaster management
system. 16 districts of the state
are likely to be affected by the
storm. Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister ~ Suresh
Pujari held a review meeting
with the collectors of 15 districts
and said, ‘People do not need
to panic. The administration is
fully prepared. All precautionary
measures are being taken before
the cyclone.” The government

has issued a red alert for
Koraput, Malkangiri, Rayagada,
Nabarangpur, Kalahandi,

Ganjam, and Gajapati districts,
while a yellow alert has been
issued for nine districts. Holidays
for government employees in
vulnerable areas have been
canceled, and cyclone shelters
have been kept ready. According
to the IMD, wind speeds could
reach up to 80 km/hour from
Monday evening. Light to
moderate rainfall has also started
in the coastal districts of Tamil
Nadu. Chennai, Nagapattinam,
and Cuddalore districts are likely
to experience continuous rainfall
for the next four to five days.

Urban Development and Energy Minister
A K. Sharma reviewed the preparations
of urban bodies for the Chhath festival

Lucknow: In view of the
upcoming Chhath festival,
Urban  Development and
Energy Minister A.K. Sharma
held a virtual meeting today
to review the preparations
of all the urban bodies
in the state. The meeting
was attended virtually by
representatives of the Urban
Development  Department,
Energy  Department, Jal
Nigam, Urban Bodies
Directorate, and all the
Municipal ~ Commissioners,
Executive Officers of
Municipal ~ Councils  and
Nagar Panchayats, Engineers,
and related officials. At the
beginning of the meeting,
Minister A.K. Sharma said
that Chhath festival is not
only a festival of faith but
also of discipline, cleanliness,
and collective responsibility.
This occasion demonstrates
the dedication, cleanliness,
devotion, and unity of the
society. He clarified that from
an administrative perspective,
any negligence or laxity in
its preparations will not be
acceptable.

The Minister stated that
during the Chhath festival,
millions of devotees visit the
ghats to worship the Sun.
Therefore, all municipal

bodies should ensure that
cleanliness, lighting, drinking
water  supply, fogging,
drainage, and security
measures are in place at the
ghats. He directed officials
to ensure that roads leading
to the ghats are level
and safe, streetlights are
functional, and no exposed
power lines are exposed.
The Minister also instructed
Energy Department officials
to ensure that power supply
is not disrupted in any area
during the Chhath festival. To
this end, all feeders should
be inspected promptly and
necessary repairs should be
carried out. The Minister also
placed special emphasis on
drinking water arrangements,
urging  municipal  bodies
to ensure the functionality
of water stations and hand
pumps. Arrangements for
drinking water tankers should
be made near the ghats to
ensure that devotees face no
inconvenience. The Minister
also stressed the need to
focus on health management,
urging municipal bodies to
establish first aid centers at
the ghats in coordination with
the Health Department to
provide immediate assistance
in case of emergencies.

Mayor Sushma Kharwal inspected the city's
ghats on the occasion of Chhath Mahaparva

AGENCIES

Lucknow : In view of the
Chhath  festival,  Lucknow
Mayor Sushma Kharwal

visited various ghats in the
city on Sunday to review the
preparations. She inspected the
cleanliness, lighting, security
arrangements, and drainage at
the Chhath ghats located at Om
Ganga Ghat (Chaturiya Ghat ),
Kudia Ghat, Devraha Baba
Ghat (Panchmukhi Hanuman
Temple ), and Durga Temple,
Ishwari Kheda (Vrindavan).
The Mayor gave  clear
instructions to the officials to
ensure that devotees do not face
any inconvenience and that all
arrangements are completed in a
timely and satisfactory manner.
The Mayor began the inspection
at Om Ganga Ghat (Chaturiya
Ghat) in Zone 6. During
the inspection, she reviewed
the cleanliness, lighting, and

security arrangements at the
ghat complex. She directed
the concerned officials to pay
special attention to adequate
lighting, water level monitoring,
barricading, first aid, and a
control room. Present during

the inspection were General
Secretary, Metropolitan
Lucknow, Ram Avtar

Kanaujia, Honorable Executive
Member and Councilor Anurag
Mishra ‘Annu’, Mandal
President Daya Pandey, along
with other dignitaries and
officials. The Mayor then
visited Kudiya Ghat, where he
reviewed the ghat’s cleanliness,
lighting, security, and traffic
management. He  advised
officials to ensure that all
arrangements are smooth and
safe, as thousands of devotees
gather for the Chhath festival.
The Mayor also emphasized the
need for coordination between
the traffic police and the

Municipal Corporation. Present
on the occasion were General
Secretary Ram Avtar Kanaujia,
Councilor ~ Anurag  Mishra
‘Annu’, Mandal President
Daya Pandey, other dignitaries,
and Municipal Corporation
officials. The Mayor then
inspected Devraha Baba
Ghat (Panchmukhi Hanuman
Temple, Zone 4). He closely
reviewed the cleanliness,
lighting, security arrangements,
and other facilities at
the ghat and directed the
concerned officials to ensure a
comfortable, safe, and hygienic
environment for the devotees.
Councilor Pramod Rajan, Zonal
Officer, Zone 4, Sanjay Yadav,
and other dignitaries and
officials were present. Finally,
the Mayor inspected the Chhath
Ghat located at Durga Temple,
Ishwari Kheda (Vrindavan,
Zone 8). She reviewed the
preparations for cleanliness,

lighting, security management,
and drainage at the ghat and
directed that all work be
completed in a timely and
satisfactory manner. She stated
that Chhath Mahaparva is a
festival of public faith, and it
is the Municipal Corporation’s
responsibility to provide
devotees with a clean, safe,
and Dbeautiful environment.
Councilor Saurabh Singh Monu,
Councilor Representative Sunil
Shankhdhar, Zonal Officer
Ajit Rai, Executive Engineer
Sheel Srivastava, and other
dignitaries and  Municipal
Corporation  officials ~ were
present on the occasion. Mayor
Sushma  Kharwal  directed
all officials to ensure that
cleanliness, lighting, security,
and traffic management are
in place at all ghats during
the Chhath festival, so that
devotees can enjoy the festival
with devotion, faith, and ease.

Arvind Kejriwal and GM Bhagwant Mann attended to
commemorate the 350th martyrdom day of Guru Tegh Bahadur

AGENCIES

New Delhi: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann
and Aam Aadmi Party national
convener Arvind Kejriwal
participated in the Kirtan Darbar
organised as part of the series of
events organised by the Punjab
government to mark the 350th
martyrdom day of Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji and enjoyed
the spiritual Kirtan. Addressing
the gathering during the Kirtan
Darbar at Gurdwara Rakab
Ganj Sahib, the AAP National
Convenor said that the Punjab
government is fortunate to have
the opportunity to organize
commemorative events dedicated
to the ninth Guru, Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji. He said that
these events organized by the
Punjab government have started
from the national capital today.
Arvind Kejriwal said that the
Mughals had planned to forcibly
convert Hindus to Islam, after

which Kashmiri Pandits came
to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji for
help to protect their religion.
The National Convenor said that
despite many offers, Guru Sahib
refused to bow down to the
tyranny of the Mughal Emperor
and chose the path of martyrdom
to protect the religion. He said
that Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
was martyred in Delhi in 1675 and
is remembered across the world
as the first martyr who sacrificed
his life for the protection of
human rights. Arvind Kejriwal
said that the pages of world
history are filled with great
incidents of courage, sacrifice
and service, yet the martyrdom
of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
for religious freedom and human
values added an unprecedented
chapter to human history. The
AAP National Convenor said
that instead of bowing to the
power of the Mughal rulers,
Guru Sahib Ji shook the roots of
oppression with his martyrdom.

Lucknow Police completes preparations for Ghhath festival, makes
elaborate security and amenities arrangements at 92 ghats

AGENCIES
Lucknow: The Lucknow
Police Commissionerate  has

finalized extensive security and
traffic arrangements to ensure a
peaceful and safe celebration of
the Chhath Puja festival, to be
celebrated on Tuesday, October
28th. Following the Police
Commissioner’s direction, ghats
and major places of worship
were inspected in all zones
of the city, and orders were
given to complete all necessary
preparations on time. This year,
Chhath Puja will be celebrated at
a total of 92 ghats in Lucknow.
This includes 30 ghats in the
Eastern Zone, 12 in the Western

Zone, 6 in the Northern Zone,
35 in the Southern Zone, and
9 in the Central Zone. The

major ghats include Kudiya
Ghat, Gorilla Talab (Para
Market Dr. Kheda), Laxman
Mela Ghat, Jhulelal Park,

Chhohariya Mata Temple, Imli
Badhan Temple, Gauri Bazaar,

Lallumal Ghat, Pakka Pul,
Hanuman  Setu, Nishatganj,
Khatu Shyam Mandir Ghat,

Gomti Barrage, Pipra Ghat, and
Maa Chandrika Devi Ghat. The
Police Commissioner, along with
all zonal Deputy Commissioners
of Police (DCPs) and
other officers, inspected the
preparations at the ghats and
directed them to ensure timely

completion. To ensure security
and order during the festival,
a total of 1,572 non-gazetted
officers, including 14 gazetted
officers, 75 inspectors, 472
sub-inspectors, 51 women sub-
inspectors, 645 head constables/
constables, and 329 women
constables, have been deployed.
In addition, six companies, two
platoons, and 1.5 sections of
the PAC will also be deployed.
To facilitate traffic flow, 50
traffic sub-inspectors, 50 head
constables, 112  constables,
and 25 home guard personnel

will be deployed, supervised
by senior officers. Temporary
toilets, cleaning, disinfectant

spraying, and women's changing

rooms have been arranged at
the ghats for the convenience
of devotees. Medical teams
and ambulances have also been
deployed. Barricades have been
erected to prevent people from
entering deep waters, and water
police, steamers, and motorboats
have been made available. Anti-
Romeo teams and women police
officers in plain clothes have
been deployed to protect women
and children. Control rooms
have been established at each
ghat, and ghat in-charges have
been appointed. The availability
of fire tenders and firefighting
equipment has also  been
ensured. To enhance security
and surveillance,

He noted that before Guru Sahib
Ji's martyrdom, his grandfather,
Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, was also
martyred by the Mughal rulers
through torture. Arvind Kejriwal
said that the great martyrdom
of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji in
defense of truth and righteousness
changed the course of Indian
history. The National Convenor
said that the martyrdom of great
souls shows the world a new
path and brings about significant
changes, thereby reshaping the
unique identity of society and
community. He further said that
through his martyrdom, Guru
Sahib gave a clear message to
the rulers that religion cannot
be imposed on anyone by force.
Arvind Kejriwal said that Guru
Sahib’s martyrdom instilled in the
Sikhs a new spirit of fearlessness,
courage, self-respect and the
will to become protectors of
the oppressed and saviors of
humanity. The AAP national
convener stated that Guru Sahib

showed all humanity the path to
live with self-respect. He added
that before Guru Ji's martyrdom
in Delhi’s Chandni Chowk, Bhai
Mati Das, Bhai Sati Das, and
Bhai Diyala Ji were tortured
and martyred. Arvind Kejriwal
stated that Bhai Mati Das Ji was
sawed alive, Bhai Sati Das Ji
was wrapped in a handkerchief
and burned, while Bhai Diyala Ji
was martyred by boiling in water.
He said that on this occasion,
the Sangat also pays tribute to
Bhai Jaita Ji, a staunch devotee
of the Gurghar, who, despite
the oppressive behavior of the
Mughal regime, brought Guru
Sahib’s head from Chandni
Chowk in Delhi to Sri Kiratpur
Sahib. Paying tribute to Bhai
Lakhi Shah Vanjara Ji, Arvind
Kejriwal said that he risked his
life to preserve Guru Sahib’s
body and performed his last rites
at his home. Gurdwara Rakab
Ganj Sahib now adorns this spot.
He said that Sikh history is filled

with martyrdoms, as martyrdom
holds the highest place in Sikhism.
He said that Sikh martyrs
never bowed to oppression or
injustice; they sacrificed their
lives but never abandoned their
Sikh principles. During this,
the Chief Minister said that the
sacrifice of these martyrs was
not only for their own benefit,
but for the welfare of humanity
and for truth and justice. He
said that the Khalsa Panth was
established on the holy land of
Sri Anandpur Sahib in 1699, 24
years after the martyrdom of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that the Tenth
Guru, Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji,
sacrificed his entire family for
the religion, which is a unique
example in the history of the
entire world. The Chief Minister
said that the Punjabi people have
inherited the spirit of standing
up to oppression and fighting
injustice from Sri Guru Arjan
Dev Ji, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur

Ji, and Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
He said that the spirit of sacrifice
is in our blood, and Punjabis
take pride in their great heritage.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that
the purpose of celebrating this
great and sacred day is to spread
the philosophy and teachings of
the Ninth Guru, Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji, throughout the
world, so that the ideals of peace,
goodwill, and secularism, for
which he sacrificed his life, can
be preserved. The Chief Minister
said that communities that forget
their glorious heritage are quickly
erased from the pages of history.
He added that communities
that draw inspiration from their
background and follow the path
of martyrdom find a ray of hope
even in the darkest of times.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said that
the Ninth Guru was a proponent
of unity and secularism. He
further said that his life and
teachings are a beacon for all
humanity.

CM Siddaramaiah may reshuffie
the cabinet before New Year

AGENCIES

Bengaluru: Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has indicated that a cabinet

reshuffle may take place after
his government completes two
and a half years in office, i.e.,

after ~ November. Speaking
to the media, Siddaramaiah
revealed that the Congress

high command had suggested a
cabinet expansion four months
ago. However, he informed the
high command that the reshuffle
would take place after the
government completes two and a
half years. The CM said, “After
crossing the two-and-a-half-year

mark, I will discuss the matter
with the party high command
and take a decision according to
their instructions.” Siddaramaiah
will visit Delhi on November 16,
where he will attend the book
launch ceremony of senior lawyer
and former Congress leader Kapil
Sibal. During this visit, he will
also meet with the Congress high
command and discuss the progress
of his government’s development
works. He also informed that the
winter session of the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly will be held
in December. This reshuffle is
being proposed at a time when
the Siddaramaiah government is
completing two and a half years

in office. Since the formation
of the Congress government in
Karnataka, there has been much
speculation that an agreement was
reached between Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar to share the Chief
Minister’s post for two and a

half years each. Although the
party leadership has denied
any such formal agreement,
this issue has repeatedly made
headlines in Karnataka politics.

After the Congress victory
in 2023, both Siddaramaiah
and D.XK. Shivakumar were

strong contenders for the Chief
Minister’s post. After lengthy
discussions on this issue, both
leaders met with the party high
command in Delhi. Ultimately,
Siddaramaiah was made the
Chief Minister, but since then,
it has been speculated that D.K.
Shivakumar might be given the
responsibility after two and a half
years.



