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From worker visa to H-1B: How chan-
gesin US visarules willimpact Indians

New Delhi, Agency:
Over the last few months,
the Trump administra-
tion has been introducing
changes to various US
visa systems, from halting
worker visas for foreign
drivers to ending auto-
matic  work  permit
renewals, resulting in a
significant impact on
Indians.

According to the data
from the Office of
Homeland Security, India
was the largest overall
sending country in fiscal
year 2024, contributing
33 per cent of the total
non-immigrant popula-
tionin the United States.

India also accounted
for a substantially larger
portion of all temporary
workers at 47 per cent.
The DHS statistics stated
that nearly 70 per cent of
the Indian non-immi-
grants were temporary
workers and 30 per cent
were students.

21 Maoists with weapons surren-

A total of 11,90,000
Indian residents non-
immigrant  population
wereinthe USinFY 2024.

Here's a look at the
curbs imposed by the
Trump administration on
various visas and the
impact they have had or
are likely to have on
Indians:

Worker visas for for-
eign workers halted

US President Donald
Trump abruptly stopped
issuing US visas for truck
drivers on August 21, a
move that came after a
deadly crash involving an
Indian driver residing
illegally in the country
drew national attention.

US State Secretary
Marco Rubio had
announced the latest
move in an X post:
"Effective immediately,
we are pausing all
issuance of worker visas
for commercial truck

drivers."

Citing reasons for the
move, Rubio said that the
rising number of foreign
drivers operating large
tractor-trailer trucks in
America was "endanger-
ing American lives and
undercutting the liveli-
hoods of American truck-
ers".

According to federal
statistics, the number of
foreign-born truckers in
the US more than doubled
between 2000 and 2021.
While over half the for-
eign drivers come from

Latin America, those
from India and Eastern
European nations also
make up a sizeable num-
ber.

The number of Indian-
American drivers in the
US trucking industry rose
substantially, particularly
from the Sikh communi-
ty. Tens of thousands of
truckers in California are
of Indian heritage. Many
of whom are either Sikh
immigrants or descen-
dants actively involved in
trucking businesses and
truck stops.

These communities
have filled the critical
roles and gaps amid the
longstanding driver
shortage across the US.

The halt on worker
visas for foreign drivers
impacts Indians in a way
that many might have
already invested in
processes related to the
job. New student visa pol-
icy

Late in August, the
Trump  administration
proposed a new US stu-
dent visa policy that
would create a fixed time
period for F visas for
international students,
and J visas that allow visi-
tors on cultural exchange
programmes to work in
the US.

The proposal brought
in hurdles for interna-
tional students, exchange
workers, and foreign jour-
nalists, requiring them to
apply for extensions to
remain in America.

While student arrivals
from India to the US have
already halved this year,
the new move has strived
to add to the declining fig-
ure.

Tightened visa rules
on interview appoint-
ments

On September 6, the
US State Department
updated its rules for non-
immigrant visa appli-

cants, tightening the
norms for interview
appointments.

The department said
that the applicant for a
non-immigrant visa
(NIV) should schedule
their visa interview at the
US Embassy or Consulate
in the country of their res-
idence, adding that those
who do it outside their
nation will experience
higher difficulty in quali-
fying for a visa.

The fee paid for the
visa interview and appli-
cation will also not be

refunded, itadded.

This means that
Indian applicants will
have to schedule their
interview appointments
within India. Earlier, they
could book an appoint-
ment abroad to avoid the
long wait for an appoint-
ment datein India.

The tightened visarule
implies that Indian appli-
cants will have to wait
monthsbefore their inter-

view appointment.

H-1B visa fee hike and
rules

On September 19,

President Trump signed a
proclamation increasing
the fee for H-1B visas to
$100,000, a move that
took effect on September
21.

While the decision
stirred global panic,
including among Indians,
the White House clarified
that the payment was not
an annual fee, but a one-
time charge.

2killed, 4 injured as railway overbridge girder
collapsesin Madhya Pradesh’s Pithampur

Minister Vishnu Deo Sai on

dered before pohce in Chhattlsgarh

Chhatisgarh, Agency:
In a major success with 21
Naxals surrendering before
the Chhattisgarh Police,
Bastar Inspector General
(IG) P Sundarraj categori-
cally stated on Wednesday
that Naxalites must either
"surrender" or "face combat"
and "welcome those who
surrender".

Speaking with ANI on
Wednesday, Inspector
General Bastar P Sundarraj
said, "On 26 October, a total
of 21 Maoists surrendered
their weapons and joined the
mainstream. Keshkal
Division Committee

Four-year-old boy crushed to death
byreversing carin Noida, driver held

Noida, Agency: A four-year- behinditgothitand sustained seri-
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Secretary Mukesh,
with 13 women cadres and 8
male cadres carrying 18

along

weapons, surrendered to
join the mainstream. The

administration is providing
them with all kinds of assis-
tance for their rehabilita-
tion."

Earlier, Chattisgarh Chief

Sunday said that the "back-
bone of Naxalism is broken"
after 21 Maoist cadres,
including 13 women, surren-
dered in the Kanker district.
Calling it a success of the
'Surrender and
Rehabilitation Policy', the
Chief Minister said that the
"misled" youth is beginning
to choose the path of devel-
opment.

In an X post, CM Sai
wrote, "The end of the anti-
people Maoist ideology
through 'Puna Margem,'
Establishment of peace in
Bastar.

Bhopal, Agency: A truck
driver and conductor was killed
and four others were injured on
Thursday morning after a girder
being lifted by two cranes col-
lapsed at the under-construction
Sagaur Railway bridge in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar district, police
said. Police have identified the
deceased as Abhay Patidar, a mini-
truck driver and Kalyan Singh,
conductor. Four others who were
injured and is currently undergo-
ing treatment.

Two cranes were lifting a girder
from both ends when one of the
cranes, positioned on the Sagaur
side, suddenly toppled. A Tata
Magic and a pickup truck passing
by were struck. A driver was pulled
out, while two others were pulled

out after a two-hour operation,”
Dhar superintendent of police (SP)
Mayank Awasthi said.

The  railway  overbridge,
approximately 500 metres in
length, in Pithampur’s Sector 3,
has been under construction for
the pastthree years.

Local advocate Rajesh
Chaudhary alleged that the inci-
dent was caused due to negligence
by railway officials and the con-
tractor.

Mystery deepens in Kurnool bus fire as
police suspect third vehicle involvement

old boy lost his life in Noida after
being crushed by a car. The driver
was reversing the car when he hit
the child who was passing behind
it. The driver was arrested after the
incident, and the vehicle was
seized by the police on Wednesday.
A case was registered based on the
complaint by the boy’s father.

The incident took place in A
Block of Sector 31 in Noida, news
agency PTI reported, citing police
officials. An FIR has been regis-
tered at Sector 20 police station in
connection with the incident that
took place on Wednesday night,
they said.

DP Shukla, in charge of the
Sector 20 police station, said that
the driver, identified as Jayant
Sharma, was reversing his car
when the child who was passing

ousinjuries. The child was taken to
a hospital, where doctors declared
him dead upon arrival.

Aftertheincident, police arrest-
ed the driver and seized the vehicle
involved in the accident on
Thursday. DP Shukla said, "Based
on a complaint lodged by the boy's
father, identified as Ashish, a case
has been registered against the
driver.”

Further investigation into the
matter is underway, police said.
Man killed, 3 injured in hit-and-
run Earlier on Wednesday, a 36-
year-old man was killed and three
others were injured after a speed-
ing car hit two bikes at the
Chaufatka Bridge in Uttar
Pradesh. The car was under a Delhi
registration number, and the driv-
er fled the scene after the incident.

New Delhi, Agency:
Days after a massive fire in a
sleeper bus in Andhra
Pradesh's Kurnool district,
police suspect the involvement
ofathird vehicle. Initial reports
said the bus fire was triggered
afterit collided with amotorcy-
cle that got dragged under-
neath it and hit the open fuel
tank.'

There were 44 passengers
inthebusand several managed
to escape after breaking the
windows. Police said probe
revealed that the bus, operated
by V Kaveri Travels, had run
overabikelyingonthehighway
afterithad metaroad accident,
following which fire erupted in
thebus, leaving little tono time

for the passengers, most of
whomwereasleep, toescape.

New details reveal that the
bus had already met with an
accident when it hit the motor-
cycle, PTIreported.

Accordmgto police, the skld
marks of the Kaveri Travelsbus
were found slightly ahead of
thespotwherethetwo-wheeler
initially fell killing it's rider on
the spot, suggesting that the

motorbike had moved a little
furtherafterthe firstimpact.

The difference in the skid
mark position of the bike indi-
catesthatanothervehicle could
have hit it before the bus ran
overit," Kurnool district super-
intendent of police Vikrant
Patiltold PTT.

He said that the police are
investigating to determine
whether a third vehicle was
involved in thisaccident.

The bus was also carrying a
consignment of cell phones in
itsluggage department. Those,
along with the electricbatteries
attached to the bus’s AC sys-
tem, are suspected to have
caused the explosion in the bus
asitranoverthebike.

Delhi riots conspiracy case: Pohce oppose ball cite regime change plot

New Delhi, Agency: The
Delhi Police on Thursday
strongly opposed the release of
student activists Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, and three oth-
ers booked under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) in the 2020 Northeast
Delhi riots conspiracy case,
arguing before the Supreme
Court that the alleged offences
involved a deliberate attempt to
destabilise the state and there-
fore warranted “jail and not
bail”.

In a177-page affidavit filed a
day before the matter is sched-
uled to come up for hearing, the
police contended that the vio-
lence that unfolded in February
2020 was not a spontaneous
escalation of protests against
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), but part of a coordi-
nated “regime change opera-

tion” executed under the guise
of civil dissent. The plan,
according to the prosecution,
aimed to ignite communal ten-
sions during the visit of US
President Donald Trump, so as
to “internationalise” the unrest
and project the Indian govern-
ment as discriminatory.

The police submission
comes two days after a bench of
justices Aravind Kumarand NV
Anjaria asked the enforcement
agency to consider whether the
accused, several of whom have
spent nearly five years in judi-
cial custody as undertrials,
could bereleased on bail.

“See if you can think of
something... five years are over
already,” the bench remarked
on Monday, signalling that pro-
longed incarceration without
substantive progress in trial
may weigh in favour of tempo-

raryrelease.

Under ordinary criminal
law, the principle is that bail is
the rule and jail the exception.
Under the UAPA, courts must
first be satisfied that the allega-
tions do not, even on a prima
facielevel, suggest involvement
in terrorist activity before
granting bail. The Delhi Police
have argued that the threshold

"

ﬁ%‘é%ﬁﬂ

isnot met here.

The affidavit, filed through
advocate Rajat Nair, asserted
that investigators have assem-
bled ocular, documentary, and
technical evidence to show that
the accused were part of a
“deep-rooted conspiracy” engi-
neered on communal lines.
Encrypted chats and messages,
the police claim, indicate that

the protests were calibrated to
coincide with Trump’s visit in
February 2020 to ensure global

visibility.
To strengthen its case that
the violence followed an

orchestrated pattern, the pros-
ecution has pointed to inci-
dents of unrest that broke out
around the same time in parts
of Uttar Pradesh, Assam, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra, and Bihar,
describing it as evidence of a
“pan-India plan” rather than
isolated flare-ups.

The affidavit blamed the
accused of deliberately delay-
ing the trial, asserting that pro-
ceedings for the supply of docu-
ments alone took 39 hearings
across two years, while framing
of charges has been held up for
nearly 50 hearings. The Delhi
high court, in a judgment last

month, had similarly remarked
that the defence had con-
tributed tothe delay. The prose-
cution has alleged that the peti-
tioners suppressed this finding
while approaching the
Supreme Court.

The accused, Khalid, Imam,
Meeran Haider, Gulfisha
Fatima, and Shifa-ur-Rehman,
have maintained that they were
exercising their right to peace-
ful protest and that the “larger
conspiracy” case is an attempt
to criminalise dissent. They
argue that indefinite incarcera-
tion without trial amounts to
punishment before conviction.

The Supreme Court is
expected to examine both the
question of delay and the legal
threshold under UAPA, making
Friday’s hearing significant for
thetrajectory of the case.



