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Patriotic or RSS Row over song by Kerala
school students on nd Bharat Express

New Delhi, Agency:
Kerala  school students
singing a song at the launch of
Vande Bharat Express on
Saturday has triggered a
slugfest after chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan alleged that
students were made to sing an
“RSS song”.

The students who sung the
song in question belong to
Saraswathi Vidyalaya.

The students who sung the
song in question belong to
Saraswathi Vidyalaya.

Also read: ‘If war breaks
out...: Afghanistan's big
warning to Pakistan as peace
talks fall flat again

Following the row, the
school has reportedly written
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi clarifying that the stu-
dents onboard the newly
inaugurated Vande Bharat
Express from Ernakulam to
Bengaluru were singing a

patriotic Malayalam song
titled "Paramapa vitramath-
amie Mannil Bharathambaye
Poojikkan" and had no words
that challenge the secular fab-
ric or national unity of the
country.

‘RSS song’ in school | What
is the controversy

1. Southern Railways posts
the video on X

Southern Railways posted
several videos and photo-
graphs of the students
onboard the newly launched
Vande Bharat Express from
Ernakulam to Bengaluru.

One of the posts was
showed students singing the a
song, a video which was later
deleted following the backlash
over allegations of it being an
“RSS song”. In another video,
the students were seen
singing their school song.

CM Vijayan said that the
students were singing song of

the rightwing organisation
RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh). He condemned the
act saying that including the
song of the RSS in the official
programme of the govern-
ment is a violation of consti-
tutional principles.

Using the country's largest
public sector undertaking, the
Railways, by the Sangh
Parivar for spreading their

alleged communal political
propaganda is unacceptable,
the CM was quoted as saying
by news agency PTIL.

By sharing on social media
the singing of the RSS song on
the train by the students with
the caption -- 'a patriotic
song' -- makes a mockery of
the Southern Railway and the
Indian national movement,
the Marxist veteran claimed.

Congress voices opposition
Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly, VD Satheesan,
said that making students
sing the RSS song as part of a
government programme was
"illegal and undemocratic".

He alleged that the BJP
was trying to implement in
Kerala the politics of division
as seen in north India.

"Just as it uses constitu-
tional institutions, including
the Election Commission, for
political purposes, the central
government is now using the
Indian Railways for commu-

nal propaganda,” Satheesan
said.
Congress Working

Committee (CWC) member
Ramesh Chennithala termed
as "a highly despicable politi-
cal conspiracy”, the reported
act of making students sing
the RSS song onboard the
Vande Bharat.

It is tantamount to insult-
ing the nation itself, he said.

Chennithala said that all
government and constitution-
al institutions "should show
the dignity to refrain from
such actions".

School reaches out to PM

As the controversy raged,
the Kerala school reportedly
wrote to PM Modi expressing
their anguish over the turn of
events. “Our humble question
is: Can’t our children sing a
patriotic song that praises our
motherland? Such actions
discourage the spirit of
nationalism among young
minds,” India Today quoted
the school letter.

It further said that song
did not contain “words or sen-
timents against secularism or
national unity.” "It only
expresses reverence towards
Bharat Mata and pride in our
nation," the letter read.

Five Indian nationals kldnapped by Earthquake of magnitude 5.4 strikes
gunmen in Mali’s conflict-hit reglon

New Delhi, Agency: Gunmen
have kidnapped five Indian nationals
in Mali, their company and a security
source said Friday, as the west African
country reels from mounting unrest
and jihadist violence.

The workers were kidnapped
Thursday by gunmen near Kobri, in
western Mali, the security source told
AFP on condition of anonymity, say-
ing they were employed by a company
that is working on electrification proj-
ects.

We confirm the kidnapping of five
Indian nationals," a company repre-
sentative told AFP.

The other Indians working for the
company have been evacuated to
Bamako," the capital, he added.

No group has claimed the kidnap-
pings so far.

Mali, currently ruled by a military

junta, has been struggling to contain
surging unrest blamed on criminal
groups and jihadists linked to Al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State group.
The security situation has exacer-

bated an economic crisis in the impov-
erished country, where the Al-Qaeda-
linked Group for the Support of Islam
and Muslims (JNIM) has imposed a
suffocating fuel blockade.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands

New Delhi, Agency: An earth-
quake measuring 5.4 on Richter
scale jolted India's Andaman and
Nicobar Islands at 12:06 pm (IST) on
Sunday, National Center for
Seismology (NCS) said. The epicen-
ter was at 9o km, NCS said on X.

Meanwhile, German Research
Centre for Geosciences (GFZ) said
the magnitude of the earthquake was
6.07 on Richter scale. GFZ said the
quake was at a depth of 10 km (6
miles). United States Geological
Survey (USGS) said the earthquake
that hit the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands measured 5.5 on Richter
scale.

Soon after the earthquake,
Malaysia said there was no tsunami
threat following the tremors.

Shallow earthquakes are general-
ly more dangerous than deep earth-
quakes since the seismic waves from
shallow earthquakes have a shorter
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distance to travel to the surface,
resulting in stronger ground shaking
and potentially more damage to
structures, as well as greater casual-
ties.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
falls among the world's most seismi-
cally active belts and is categorised as
Zone V seismic zone. It comprises
entire northeastern India, parts of
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Rann of Kutch
in Gujarat, parts of North Bihar and
Andaman & Nicobar islands, accord-
ing to the information provided by
the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

22 monitoring stations log ‘severe’ AQI in Delhi: Most to least polluted areas listed

New Delhi, am on Sunday.

Delhi was reported from

Vihar (410), Dr Karni

Airport (360) were

Agency: The air quality
in the national capital
remained in the ‘very
poor’  category  on
Sunday morning, with
the overall Air Quality
Index (AQI) recorded at
391, according to the
Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).
Meanwhile, data from
the CPCB’s Sameer app
showed that 22 monitor-
ing stations reported air
quality in the ‘severe’
range, while 12 stations
recorded ‘very poor’ air
quality with readings
above 300, as on 10:05

Just Like That Delhi’s brief winter
beauty, when the city rediscovers grace

Since Diwali, the AQI
across Delhi and the
National Capital Region
(NCR) has hovered in
the ‘poor’ and ‘very poor’
ranges, even as Stage II
of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP)
remains in  effect.
However, authorities
have held back on imple-
menting GRAP Stage III,
which involves stricter
curbs.

Best AQI in Delhi

The monitoring sta-
tion of NSIT Dwarka
recorded the best AQI at
198, which falls in the

‘moderate’ category, the
only location in Delhi to
report an Air Quality
Index below 200 on
Sunday morning.

Other relatively better

readings included

Agency:

IHBAS, Dilshad Garden
(263) and Lodhi Road
(307), both of which fell
in the ‘poor’ range.

Delhi areas with most
toxic air

The worst AQI in

Bawana (438), followed
by Jahangirpuri (436),
Rohini (435), Wazirpur
(430), Mundka (428),
and Burari Crossing
(428).

Other areas in the
‘severe’ category includ-
ed Nehru Nagar (425),
Patparganj (424), RK
Puram (423), Vivek
Vihar (423), ITO (421),
Narela (418), and CRRI
Mathura Road (416).

In several other local-
ities such as Punjabi
Bagh (415), Ashok Vihar
(415), Sonia Vihar (415),
Alipur (414), Anand

Singh Shooting Range
(406), Chandni Chowk
(405), Okhla Phase-2
(404), and Sirifort (403),
the AQI remained well
above 400.

Among the localities
recording ‘very poor’ air,
North Campus (399),
Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium (391), Mandir

Marg (390), Dwarka
Sector-8 (388), Pusa
(380), Lodhi Road
(IMD)  (376),  Sri
Aurobindo Marg (371),
Aya  Nagar  (366),
Shadipur (359),

Najafgarh (357), and I1GI

among the most affected.

According to CPCB
data, Noida and
Ghaziabad recorded
their poorest October air
quality in five years.
Noida’s average AQI for
October 2025 was 236,
compared with 205, 202,
211, and 181 in the previ-
ous four years.

Ghaziabad, too,
showed a similar trend,
averaging 227  this

October — higher than
its past four-year range
of 194 to 224.

Viral shows ISIS operative, rapist using ph-
one in Bengaluru jail; Karnataka govt reacts

Bengaluru, ment to a 30-year life imprison-

New Delhi, Agency: There is a
moment, somewhere between the retreat of
Diwali celebrations and the arrival of Lohri’s
bonfires, when Delhi changes its tempera-
ment.

The debilitating pollution dispels, the air
turns sharper, the mornings stretch languid-
ly in a fine mist, and even the trees seem to
pause for reflection.

The city—so given to noise, haste, and a
certain unrepentant vulgarity—slows down
and rediscovers grace. It is winter in Delhi,
that brief and beautiful reprieve.

Parappana Agrahara Central jail in
Karnataka's Bengaluru has hit
headlines after videos surfaced
purportedly showing inmates
using mobile phones, watching
television, raising allegations of
security lapses and preferential
treatment.

Prison authorities on Saturday
launched a probe after the pur-
ported videos surfaced, PTI news
agency quoted sources as saying.
Later, Karnataka Karnataka Home
Minister G Parameshwara reacted
to the reports of VIP treatment to
inmates in Bengaluru central jail
and said, “I won’t tolerate it.”

The inmates in the video in
question showed alleged ISIS
recruiter Zuhaib Hameed Shakeel
Manna and a serial rapist and
killer as well as several other jailed
notorious criminals, according to
an NDTV report. HT could not
independently verify the authen-
ticity of the video.

In the minute-long video,
Manna, a Bengaluru resident, can
be seen sipping tea and scrolling

through a phone as he speaks to
the person recording the video.
Manna, a computer application

specialist, was booked by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) for his affiliation with the
banned terror outfit ISIS as he
raised funds and sent 'gullible’'
Muslim youth to join ISIS in Syria,
according to a report by Indian
Express.

Another video clip has surfaced
showing serial rape and murder
accused Umesh Reddy using three
phones inside the jail. The jail staff
was reportedly aware of the
phones and television being used
inside the jail premises. Reddy is
accused in 18 cases of rape and
murder and was facing death sen-
tence which the Supreme Court
commuted, converting the punish-
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ment sentence three years ago.

Reddy, whose rap sheet at one
time extended to 18 murders and
20 rapes across Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Gujarat, was
eventually convicted in nine cases.
HT earlier reported that he was
sentenced to death by a sessions
court in Bengaluru in 2006 for the
rape and murder of a 37-year-old
woman in Peenya.

Reddy reportedly joined the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) 1996 and was posted in
Jammu and Kashmir as a guard at
the house of a commandant.
There, he attempted to rape the
commandant’s daughter. Though
he was arrested, he managed to
escape and  returned to
Chitradurga.

As the video clips kicked up
row, Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah reportedly assured
to investigate the matter and take
necessary action.



