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Rajnath blames Marxist historians for

neglecting Dalit, tribal contributions

New Delhi, Agency: Defence
minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday
blamed Marxist historians and the
previous governments for deliber-
ately neglecting contributions of
Dalit and the tribal communities as
he unveiled the statue of freedom
fighter Uda Devi Pasi in Lucknow.

He said contributions of only a
select few families in the freedom
struggle were included in history
books. “Dalit, Adivasi [tribal] and
Pasi leaders were neglected,” he
said. Singh criticised the previous
governments for overlooking the
contribution of Pasi leaders in the
freedom struggle.

“[Uttar Pradesh] chief minister
Yogi Adityanath has given recog-
nition and honour to such leaders
of the freedom struggle,” said
Singh. He listed the contributions
of Pasi leaders in the struggle.

Adityanath said Uttar Pradesh
was the focal point of the 1857

revolt against the British and that
Pasi leaders, including Uda Devi,
contributed a lot to it. Adityanath
cited steps his government has
taken to inform students about the
history and contribution of the Pasi
community in the freedom strug-
gle. “A separate book has been
introduced in primary schools on
the leaders of the Pasi and other
communities who were neglected.”

Prashant Kishor shaken, but is
he stirred? Jan Suraaj fails to move
the needle in Bihar

‘RJID cannot stop BIP’:
AIMIM chief Owaisi's dig at Oppn
after Bihar debacle

'Defending it’s prince': BJP
slams Congress' P Chidambaram
over column on Bihar polls

Prem Chopra admitted to
Lilavati Hospital, son-in-law con-
firms

‘Calm person, never discussed
religion’: Ex-husband of arrested

. B h_.__“' i -y »7
doctor Shaheen Shahid

Sherlyn Chopra undergoes
breast implant removal surgery;
shares real reason: 'Since last cou-
ple of months I have...'

Chinese car fails to recreate
Range Rover’s viral ‘Stairway to
Heaven’ climb, crashes through
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guardrail Adityanath said three
women battalions of the Provincial
Armed Constabulary have been
named after Pasi leaders, including
Uda Devi. He added that a monu-
ment of the 12th-century Maharaja
Bijli Pasi was also coming up in
Lucknow.

Empty claims’: Chirag Paswan refutes Jan Suraj's
14,000 crore ‘World Bank funds diverted’ claim

New Delhi, Agency: Union
Minister Chirag Paswan dismissed
on Sunday the claims made by Jan
Suraaj's spokesperson Pavan Varma
about the central government
“diverting” funds from World Bank
for the Bihar Assembly elections.

While reacting to the allega-
tions, Paswan questioned where
Varma got his information from and
labelled his claims as “empty”.

"Where do they get this data
from, this information from...
Making empty claims - if you have
any facts, present it and the Govt
will respond," news agency quoted
Paswan as saying.

After not winning even a single
seat in the 2025 Bihar assembly
polls, Prashant Kishor-led Jan
Suraaj made a bold claim that the
National Democratic Alliance
diverted funds from the World Bank
for the polls.

In an interview with , Jan
Suraaj's spokesperson Pavan Verma
alleged that the Centre pulled funds
which were meant for another proj-
ect from the World Bank and used
them to districute money among
women voters during the Bihar
Assembly elections.

Ahead of Bihar polls, 1.25 crore
women voters received 10,000

under the Mukhyamantri Mabhila
Rojgar Yojana.

Varma added that Bihar's public
debt currently is around 4,06,000
crores and the interest per day on it

is 63 crores.

“Just an hour before the model
code of conduct was implemented,
14,000 crores were withdrawn and
10,000 each was allocated to 1.25
crore women...” Varma said.

“As I have said, this is our
information. If it is wrong, I seek
forgiveness. But if it is true, then
the question arises as to how far this
is ethical, ” he added.

Varma also claimed that there
were rumours circulating in Bihar
that the remaining amount would
not be released if the was not voted
to power.

Raipur: Deputy Chief Minister meets
with villagers at Janchaupal to dis-
cuss village development.

Deputy Chief Minis
Sharma held

Janchaupal in every vil-
lage, promptly resolving

villagers' problems.

Raipur. Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Sharma
conducted an extensive tour of the Kawardha
Assembly constituency on Sunday, organizing
Janchaupal in every village. The highlight was
his simple, easygoing approach, sitting on the
ground with the villagers. The villagers,
rejoicing at the presence of their representa-
tive, shared their concerns with the Deputy

Chief Minister. The Deputy Chief Mi

discussed the necessary steps for village
development and assured him of ensuring all
necessary amenities. Everyone sat around
him, as if surrounding the elder of the family.
Deputy Chief Minister Sharma also met with
everyone with such warmth that everyone was
captivated.Deputy Chief Minister Sharma held

Janchaupal in the villages of Balwadi

Rajadhar, Taraiyabahara, Bothi, Jhalmala, and
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Sheetalpani. Where the local villagers also
placed their problems and demands before
him and he resolved all of them promptly. He
also organised a public meeting at Chilfi
Circuit House where a large number of vil-
lagers reached, where he listened to the prob-
lems of every citizen and gave necessary
instructions to the concerned officials.During
his visit, he gave detailed information to the
villagers about the SIR process being conduct-
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ed by the Election Commission and explained
the entire process and asked everyone to be
cautious of false facts and rumours. He also
explained the provisions of SIR in detail to
everyone.During this, as per the long-awaited
demand of the villagers, the Deputy Chief
Minister performed Bhoomi Pujan for the
construction of a new Panchayat Bhawan in
village Sheetalpani and extended best wishes
to the villagers.

‘As a proud Hindu Shashi Tharoor reacts
to Assam minister's ‘gobi farming’ post

0 Ashak Singhal [

Assam, Agency: Amid the controversy
over minister Ashok Singhal’s “Bihar
approves Gobi farming” post, Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor weighed in after he was
tagged by a user in a reply to the original
post. Notably, social media users were
shocked to see the “gobi farming” post by
the Assam minister, who also received
some backlash online.

One of the users, @isaifpatel on X,
replied to Singhal’s post, saying that a cab-
inet minister, no less, is “glorifying the
massacre of 116 Muslims to celebrate an
election victory”. He tagged Tharoor and
asked if the senior Congress leader could
get a few influential Hindu leaders to con-
demn this “normalisation of one of the
worst pogroms perpetuated against Bihari
Muslims”.

The Congress MP then responded to
this post, indirectly replying to the Assam
leader’s “gobi farming” post. Tharoor said
that he is not a community orgser, so joint
statements are not his job.

“But as a passionate advocate of
Inclusivelndia and a proud Hindu, I can
speak for myself, and for most Hindus I

Bihar approves Gobi farming .

know, in saying that neither our faith nor
our nationalism requires, justifies or con-
dones such massacres, let alone applauds
them,” he added.

What does the “gobi farming” post mean

The photo, many users on social media
said, is linked to the "cauliflower burial
case" or the Logain massacre, an incident
that took place during the Bhagalpur com-
munal riots in 1989 in Bihar.

Reports said more than 110 Muslims
were killed in Logain, a village in the
Goradih block of Bhagalpur district, and
cauliflower saplings were placed on the
ground where the bodies had been buried.

Did Shashi Tharoor condemn the
post?

While the Congress leader said that his
faith does not require, justify or condone
such massacres, one user replied to him
asking if he condemned the “gobi farming”
post.

The X user said, “But you didn't say
you condemn it.” Responding to him,
Tharoor said, “That’s exactly what I did! I
condemned it.”

Heavy rain likely in
parts of Tamil Na-du
Chennai; IMD issues

orange alert

"
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Chennai, Agency: The Indian
Meteorological Department predicted light to
moderate rainfall at isolated places in Chennai
and Tamil Nadu on Sunday. The rainfall pre-
diction is triggered by a low-pressure area
being formed over the southwest Bay of
Bengal, off the coast of Sri Lanka.

According to IMD warning, heavy to very
heavy rainfall is likely to occur at isolated
places  over  Villupuram,  Chennai,
Chengalpattu, Cuddalore, Mayiladuthurai,
Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry & Karaikal area.

For tomorrow, IMD said that heavy to very
heavy rainfall can occur at a few places over
Chengalpattu, Kancheepuram, Villuppuram,
Puducherry, Thoothukudi, and Kanyakumari
districts

Orange and yellow alert issued

An orange alert has been issued for today
in Tamil Nadu's Pudukkottai, Thiruvarur and
Mayiladuthurai. While a yellow alert has been

sounded in Thoothukudi, Madurai, Nilgiris and
Sivagangai, among other places.

A yellow alert has been issued for the
entire Kerala, according to the Met Centre
Thiruvananthapuram warning.

Last month, widespread rain lashed
Chennai and other parts of Tamil Nadu.
Meanwhile, Deputy CM Udhaydhi Stalin
inspected the infrastructure development of the
state and renovation works being undertaken in
the south Chennai area to improve the water-
ways, PTI reported.

The warning said that under the influence
of upper air cyclonic circulation, a low-pres-
sure area was formed over the Southwest Bay
of Bengal on 15 November. Heavy rainfall in
these regions is likely due to this low-pressure
area. It also forecasted squally weather and
wind speed reaching 35 kmph to 45 kmph to
prevail along and off the Tamil Nadu
coast.Further, fishermen are advised not to ven-
ture near sea areas during these days.

SIR in West Bengal: Kolkata's Sonagachi sex workers demand inclusion in voter list

Kolkata, Agency: Sex workers in
Kolkata's Sonagachi area are urging the
government to include their names in
the voter list as the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process begins in
Bengal. Many sex workers fear being
left out due to a lack of documentation,
with some having no connection with
their parents or original homes.

The Durbar Mahila Samanwaya
Committee, an NGO working for sex
workers, has submitted a written appeal
to the Chief Electoral Officer, West
Bengal, demanding special verification
camps within Sonagachi. They're pro-
posing on-site registration drives,
allowing sex workers to self-declare
their residence with NGO or peer veri-
fication.

Secretary of the Durbar Mahila
Samanwaya  Samiti, Sonagachi,
Bishakha Laskar, urged the government
to enrol the names of sex workers in the
voter list.

Speaking to ANI, she underlined
that most of them (sex workers) are not
in touch with their families, since they
left their homes years ago.

"Sex workers are facing problems
with the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) because not everyone has their
documents. This is because many have
left their homes and have no connection

with their families... Our demand is that
it would be good if the names of sex
workers are included (in the voter list)
based on the documents they have..."
she said.

Furthermore, she highlighted that
the sex workers received their Voter ID
Card in 2002. Only after that did they
start voting.

"Sex workers received the official
voter ID cards in 2002... Prior to that,
they had no voter ID cards...We began
exercising our voting rights after
2002...Naturally, our name won't be
present in the 2002 voter list..." she
said.

Laskar stated that now several sex
workers have official documents such
as Aadhaar Card, PAN Card, Ration
Card, etc. She urged the government to
consider these documents.

"Now some people have docu-
ments like Aadhaar Card, PAN Card,
Ration Card, Passport, electricity bill,
etc...We urge the government to add
their names in the SIR on the basis of
these documents, it will benefit the
community..." she stated.

She outlined that the committee has
sent a written application for at least
12,000 sex workers present at
Sonagachi brothel to the authorities,
demanding the enrollment of sex work-

ers' names in the voter list on the basis
of the available documents.

"There are a total of 12,000 sex
workers at Sonagachi brothel, out of
which 8,000 reside here and the rest
4,000 fly for work regularly... These sex
workers are facing a lot of issues, that's
why we have sent the letter to the

Election Commissioner...We are wait-
ing for a response..." she said.

The Election Commission has
assured that special measures are being
taken to ensure that all eligible citizens
are included.

The Election Commission of India
(ECI) announced on Saturday that over

95% of Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) Enumeration Forms have been
distributed across 12 states and Union
Territories in Phase II.

According to the Daily Bulletin
issued at 3 PM today, the ECI con-
firmed that 48,67,37,064 SIR forms
have been successfully delivered to

electors out of the 50,97,43,173 print-
ed, covering regions - Andaman and
Nicobar, Chattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Kerala, Lakshad weep, Madhya
Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.
Over 5.33 lakh Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) and 10.41 lakh Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) have been
deployed. With 6.41 crore electors.
Tamil Nadu has distributed 5.90
crore forms, achieving a 92.04% cover-
age. Uttar Pradesh, the state with the
highest number of electors (15.44
crore), has attained a distribution of
94.37%.In contrast, smaller regions,
such as Goa and Lakshadweep,
achieved 100% distribution. Form dis-
tributed in Gujarat - 98.58%; Madhya
Pradesh: 98.38%; Rajasthan: 97.32%;
West Bengal: 98.08%; and Puducherry:
93.88%. Only Kerala, at 87.54%,
remains below the 90% mark.
Currently, a nationwide SIR phase
two is being carried out in 12 states and
union territories, with the final elector's
list to be published on February 7,
2026. According to the Election
Commission, printing and training took
place from October 28 to November 3,
followed by an Enumeration Phase
from November 4 to December 4.



