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Sleeping over orders on stray dogs: SCrefus-
es virtual appearance for chief secretaries

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court (SC)
on Friday refused to per-
mit chief secretaries of
states and Union territo-
ries (UTs) to appear
before it through video
conferencing instead of
being present physically
to explain their non-com-
pliance with the Animal
Birth Control (ABC)
Rules, 2023, and their fail-
ure to curb the stray dog
menace.

The court said the
authorities appeared to be
“sleeping over” its orders
and must now “come and
explain” why they had not
filed compliance affi-
davits despite repeated
directions.

Rejecting a request
made by solicitor general
Tushar Mehta to allow vir-
tual appearances, a bench
of justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta said,
“No, let them come physi-

Man stabs doctor outside Kem hospital for dating his sister

cally. It is very unfortu-
nate that the court is giv-
ing time here, the govern-
ment frames rules, and no
action is taken. They are
sleeping over the orders of
the court. There is no
respect for the court’s
orders. Let the state chief
secretaries come physical-
lyand explain.”

The bench stressed
that it would not dilute the
requirement of personal
presence. “They have to
physically come and
explain why compliance
affidavits were not filed,”
itsaid.

The refusal came a day
after the same bench had
turned down a similar
plea made by the standing
counsel for Bihar, who
had sought exemption
from personal appearance
for the state’s chief secre-
tary citing the upcoming
assembly polls.
Dismissing the request,

the court had observed on
Thursday that the chief
secretary’s duties have no
bearing on the conduct of
elections. “The Election
Commission will handle
everything in the state.
Don’t worry. Let the chief
secretary come,” the
bench had said.

On October 27, the
bench had expressed dis-
pleasure at the failure of
most states and UTs to file
compliance reports from
their animal husbandry
departments and local
authorities on ABC imple-

mentation, despite being
given three months in
August. It summoned the
chief secretaries of all
states and UTs to person-
ally appear on November
3, while exempting only
Telangana and West
Bengal as they had com-
plied. It also clarified that
the chief secretary of Delhi
must attend in person
despite a report filed by

the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD).

Three months were
given to them in August,

but nothing has come on
record. Continuous inci-
dents are happening, and
your country is shown in
bad light at international
platforms,” justice Nath
had remarked during that
hearing, warning of per-
sonal accountability and
possible costs for non-
compliance.

The bench also ques-
tioned whether state
authorities were ignoring
the court’s directions
despite widespread media
coverage. “Our order was
reported widely by all
newspapers and other
media outlets. Do the state
officers not read newspa-
pers or use social media?”
the court had asked.

The Supreme Court
has been monitoring the
issue suo motu to har-
monise public safety con-
cerns following a spate of
dog-bite incidents with
the statutory mandate of

humane stray dog man-
agement under the ABC
Rules. The rules require
municipal bodies to oper-
ate sterilisation and anti-
rabies vaccination pro-
grammes based on the
catch-neuter-vaccinate-
release model, rather than
mass capture or confine-
ment.

In its last substantive
order on August 22, the
three-judge bench led by
justice Nath modified an
earlier directive issued by
a two-judge bench on
August 11, which required
the mass capture of stray
dogs across Delhi and
adjoining districts with-
out release. Calling that
prohibition “too harsh,”
the Justice Nath-led
bench clarified that dogs
must be sterilised, vacci-
nated, and released back
into the same locality,
except for those suffering
from rabies or displaying

aggressive behaviour.

The clarification effec-
tively restored adherence
to the ABC Rules, 2023,
framed under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, which man-
date humane manage-
ment of stray dogs
through sterilisation and
immunisation rather than
mass confinement. The
court also ordered the
establishment of dedicat-
ed feeding spaces in every
ward and barred feeding
in public streets and resi-

dential areas, warning
that violations would
invite legal action

At that time, the bench
impleaded all states and
UTs and directed them to
submit detailed reports
from their animal hus-
bandry departments and
local bodies on ABC com-
pliance so that a uniform
national framework could
beevolved.

Five luxury tents gutted as fire engu-

Mumbai, Agency: A
26-year-old doctor from
Nallasopara working with the
KEM Hospital was allegedly
attacked and stabbed outside
the hospital by his girlfriend’s
brother and his friends on
Wednesday.

According to the police,
the victim, Dr Vishal Yadav,
has been working as a house
officer with the hospital’s
Cardiovascular and Thoracic
Surgery (CVTS) department
since August 1 this year.
Yadav had come into a rela-
tionship about three weeks
ago with a 23-year-old
woman working at the hospi-

tal.

brother,

What happened
“Afterlearning about their
relationship, the woman’s
Farid, wanted to

CRIME SCENE DO

confront Yadav. He, accom-
panied by two friends — one
identified as Nabil —
approached Yadav in Ward
No. 31 of the hospital at 10:30

am on Wednesday and asked
him to go along with them to
discuss an issue concerning
hissister.

When Yadav stepped out-
side, the trio reportedly
began assaulting him near
the Hanuman Temple out-
side the hospital,” said a
police officer.

During the scuffle, Farid
allegedly pulled out a knife
and stabbed Yadav, after
which he was rushed to the
hospital by some passersby,
where he underwent treat-
ment, headded. Subseq uent-
ly, a case was registered
against the three men.

Ifsresortin Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer

Jaisalmer, Agency: A fire
broke out at a luxury tent resort in
Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer late on
Thursday, triggering panic among
tourists even as no casualties were
reported, police said on Friday.
Tourists fled in panic as the flames
spread rapidly, and five luxury
tents were completely gutted.

Resort staff and some of the
tourists tried to douse the flames
by throwing sand, as no fire ten-
ders or civil defense teams reached
the spot in time. Eyewitnesses said
the blaze was so intense it was visi-
ble from nearly a kilometre away.

Bagdu Ram, a Rajasthan Police

officer, said the fire broke out
around gpm at Jain Resort when a
music and cultural programme
was being held on the resort prem-
ises. “Flames suddenly erupted in
one of the tents. Fuelled by strong
desert winds, the fire quickly
spread to adjacent tents. It took
nearly 30 minutes to bring the
blaze under control.”

He said expensive furnishings
and electrical fittings were gutted,
and many tourists lost personal
belongings. The tourists from
Maharashtra staying at the resort
were shifted to other tents after the
fire was extinguished.

How spelling error led UP cops to men who wrote

—
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New Delhi, Agency: An
alleged spelling error helped the
policein Uttar Pradesh's Aligarh to
crack the case involving controver-
sy over the "I love Mohammad"
graffiti found on the walls of sever-
al temples in two Aligarh villages
last week. Four people were arrest-
ed in connection with the case who
allegedly carried out the act to
falsely implicate their rivals in a
land dispute case, officials said.

Aligarh Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Neeraj Kumar told
reporters that the arrested have
been identified as Dilip Kumar,
Aakash, Abhishek Saraswat, and
Nishant Kumar. Another accused,
Rahul, who is alleged to be one of
the main conspirators, is abscond-
ing, the officer added.

Plot to implicate rivals in land

dispute
Accordingtopolice, theaccused
defaced temple walls in

Bhagwanpur and Bulakigarh vil-
lages in the Lodha area last
Saturday, to create a false impres-
sion of provocation and blame
their opponents.

"The investigation revealed
that the accused conspired to write
the graffiti to falsely implicate
eight individuals with whom they
were locked in land disputes. They
wanted to portray their rivals as
responsible for inciting tension,"
the SSP said.

'Tlove Mohammad' on temple wallin Aligarh
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On October 25, police received
information about the case and
rushed to the village where a case

was filed against Maulvi
Mustageem, Gul Mohammad,
Suleman, Sonu,  Allabaksh,

Hassan, Hamid and Yusuf.

However, the cops noticed a
spelling error and they suspected
mischief as the spelling of slogan “I
love Muhammad” appeared to be
different from the banners in
Bareily last month that triggered
tensionsin several UP cities.

Police then scanned the CCTV
footage, call records and used field
intelligence to nab the actual cul-
prits, The Times of India reported.
Police found Dilip Kumar, Aakash,
Abhishek Saraswat and Nishant
Kumar involved in the conspiracy.

Police said the matteris entirely
linked to two separate property
disputes between four families.

In the first case, Rahul had a
long-standing property dispute
with Gul Mohammad's family,
which had also led to a clash last
year. The second dispute was
between Mustageem's family and
that of Nishant Kumar," the SSP
said.

Police have booked the accused
under relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and under Section 7 of the Criminal
Law Amendment (CLA) Act.

Day after ‘big fan’ remark, Khesari Lal Yadav
asks Modi why isn't Bihar ‘even half of’ Gujarat

New Delhi, Agency:
Day after mounting high
praise on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, singer-
actor and RJD leader
Khesari Lal Yadav ques-
tioned the prime minister
and the BJP-led government
at the Centre forits vision for
Bihar.

Khesari Lal Yadav, who
joined the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) early this month
and will be contesting from

ter educational institutions

power at the Centre for 15

us trains? Why don't they
give us factories? ” Yadav,
who joined the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD), on
October 16, told .

He said that PM Modi
should extend his vision for
Gujarat to Bihar as well.
“You have made Gujarat so
much better; I want you to
make Bihar as good as half of
Gujarat,” he said.

Countering Modi's jun-
gle raj’ jab on RJD, Yadav

Chapra constituency in the andhealthcare. years and have been in Bihar -

upcoming Bihar elections , “Iabsolutely admirehim, for 20 years. Yet, why Said that the NDA govern-
said that despite them being and I still do. He's never haven't people in Bihar mentin Bihar has f_alled_ to
in power in Bihar for thelast been bad, but why hasn't his found employment, a better improve the situation
20 years, the state still faces vision been extended to our university, or a better hospi- despite being in power for
unemployment, lack of bet- Bihar They have been in tal?... Whydo theyonly give twodecades.

Housing society to civic bus: Times
when a hostage crisis shook Mumbai

Mumbai, Agency: Sixteen chil-
dren and a woman were held hostage
for three hoursin Mumbai's Powai area
on Thursday, following which authori-
tieslaunched a rescue operation.

The situation, which caused panicin
its wake, took place at the RA Studio
near the L&T building during after-
noon. The children — boys and girls
aged 11 and 12 — had been called to the
studio for an ‘audition’ for a web series
which had been ongoing for two days,
PTInews agency reported.

The police received an alert regard-
ing a person, identified as Rohit Arya
(50), taking the 17 children hostage at
around 1.30 pm. The cops successfully
rescued the children, with the accused
dying from a bullet injury sustained
during police action.

14-yr-old killed in captivity in a
housing society

While the city has not witnessed
such a situation, wherein a group of
children were taken hostage, in recent
times, Mumbai is no stranger to

L ol

hostage taking scenarios.
In March 2010, Harish Marolia, a
retired customs officer, took a 14-year-
old girl hostage in his flat in a housing
society in suburban Andheri (West),
PTI news agency reported.

Marolia, 60, held the girl captive in
his flat following an argument with the

members of his society where the both
resided, an official told PTI.

Marolia had reportedly objected to
some construction work being done on
one of the floors in his building minutes
before he took the girl hostage. He had
also threatened the housing society’s
secretary by firing in the air.



