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Food, fuel, ‘anti-corruption film’: The chill-
ing kidnap plan of \ Mubal hostage-taker

Mumbal, Agency: The
hostage crisis that unfolded in
Mumbai’s Powai on Thursday
was no spontaneous act but
was meticulously planned by
short filmmaker Rohit Arya,
who held 17 teenagers captive
in a studio under the pretext of
shooting a web series.

The crisis eventually ended
in a shootout within hours,
leading to the death of the
accused, and all the hostages
were saved. However, Arya
had planned in case the
hostage situation pans out for
longer, .

How Rohit Ara planned the
hostage crisis

Prepared days ago: After
asking children to come for
auditions last week, Arya had
begun ‘shooting’ at the studio
on October 26, according to
the grandmother of one of the

Red Fortto dazzle as Delhi marks Foundation

children at the studio who was
also taken hostage. After
everything seemingly went
well for three days, it was on
Tuesday that he started cover-
ing the windows of the studio
with black paper with chil-
dren’s pictures on it, claiming
that the sunlight was hamper-
ing the shoot, said Sachin
Jadhav, a farmer from
Kolhapur, whose daughter and
mother-in-law were among
the hostages, reported
Hindustan Times earlier.
Stockpiled food for a long
standoff: Investigations have
revealed that Arya, now
deceased, had turned the stu-
dio into a controlled trap.
Leaving nothing to chance,
Arya had stockpiled food for
hostages in case the situation
panned out for longer. He even
got a broken latch on the stu-

dio’s door repaired and got
motion sensors installed there
to get alerted if anyone tried to
enter the studio unexpectedly.
Rohit Arya installed CCTV
cams: Arya had also installed
CCTV cameras at key locations
in the studio and would track
the feed on his smartphone.

‘Movie on rebelling against
corruption>  However, to
everyone around him, Aarya
appeared to shoot a short film.
To not raise any suspicions
about his real intentions,
Aarya had told the children
and his assistant, Rohan Raj
Aher, who was also taken

hostage, that he was shooting
for a movie about children
rebelling against corruption,
which needed a scene of them
being kidnapped.

I had worked with Arya, off
and on, since 2012. We were
outoftouch, when he called me
recently and offered me this
assignment. He told me he
wanted to make a short film on
children’s rebellion against
corruption and there was a
scene in which children would
bekidnapped,” Aher said.

Also read: SIT probe, psy-
chological autopsy necessary
in Arya’s case, says psychia-
trist

What he told parents of
kids: On Thursday, said a
police officer, Aryahad told the
parents he was to shoot the
kidnapping scene and even
covered the children’s faces

with tape. “But when the chil-
dren didn’t emerge for lunch
and started feeling hungry at
1.50pm, he sent a video to one
of the parents, declaring that
he had held all the children
inside hostage,” the officer
said.

According to Aher, the
booking of the studio was sup-
posed to end on Wednesday,
however, the accused had
asked the owner for a one-day
extension citing that the chil-
dren needed acting lessons for
one more day.

Assistant asked to bring
petrol, crackers: Aher added
that he was asked to bring five
litres petrol and fire-crackers
by Arya, who had stockpiled
flammable liquid in the studio.
Aher was taken to recreate the
crime scene by the police on
Friday.

Microphone not snatched’: AAP's Saurabh Bhara-
dwaj on viral exchange between Vance and woman

Day with ‘Meri Dilli Mera Desh’ today evening

New Delhi, Agency:
The Red Fort will light up on
Saturday evening with
music, culture, and flavours
as Delhi celebrates its
Foundation Day in grand
style, with singer B Praak
headlining the festivities.

The celebration themed
“Meri Dilli Mera Desh — Ek
Bharat, Aatmanirbhar
Bharat,” organised by the
directorate of education and
sports in collaboration with
the Delhi tourism depart-
ment and the Government of
the National Capital
Territory (NCT) of Delhi,
will also pay tribute to
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
marking his 150th birth
anniversary.

The evening will begin
with cultural performances
by artists and school stu-
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dents, featuring a blend of
classical, folk, and contem-
porary art forms that reflect
Delhi’s cosmopolitan spirit.
Singer B Praak will be taking
the stage towards the end.
Officials said a light and
sound show on Delhi’s evo-
lution and a projection map-
ping on the Red Fort facade
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themed “Main Who Dilli”
will capture the city’s trans-
formation. “The idea is to
celebrate Delhi as the heart
of India — as a city that
embodies unity, resilience
and inclusivity,” education
minister Ashish Sood said.'
Adding to the festive fer-
vour, the Red Fort lawns will

host a food festival, with 52
food stalls featuring regional
dishes from across India
alongside Delhi’s own iconic
street flavours.

“To highlight Delhi’s self-
reliant and entrepreneurial
character, some of the city’s
popular food outlets have
been given free stalls.
Twenty-five  well-known
food bloggers will also be
present to share the experi-
ence live on social media,”
Sood said.

The festivities will begin
at 6 pm and are open to the
public. Authorities expect a
large turnout and have made
detailed arrangements for
crowd management and
security in coordination
with the Delhi Police.

Enrique Iglesias’ Mumbai concert sees 73
phones worth 24 lakh stolen; 7 FIRs filed

Mumbai, While the crowd was busy
enjoying pop singer Enrique Iglesias’
concert in Maharashtra's Mumbai ear-
lier this week on Wednesday, atleast 73
mobile phones worth ?23.85 lakh were
stolen during the concert, said police

on Friday.

According to officials, seven FIRs
have been filed so far in connection
with the thefts, reported news agency
PTI. Those who reported their phones
stolen include a makeup artist,
lier, several students, a journalist and

multiple businessmen.
The concert was held

MMRDA Grounds in Bandra Kurla
Wednesday
evening, the tickets for which started at

Complex (BKC) on

Mumbai, Agency: The

a hote-

at the

7,000.

crowd

The 50-year-old Grammy
award winning singer drew a crowd of
more than 25,000 fans at the packed
venue and performed for over 90 min-
utes. He swept thousands of fans into a
wave of nostalgia with his timeless hits
like “Hero” and “Bailamos” during his
performance in Mumbai.

As Enrique performed on stage, at
one point, he walked on a ramp made
on stage, heading closer to the fans.

The 50-year-old singer caught the
device even as he was holding a mic.

He smiled, clicked a selfie with the
phone while flashing the peace sign,
and then looked around in the crowd.
Then, he threw the phone back into the

ingthe hostage crisis, recorded

New Delhi, Agency: In the
wake of a woman questioning
United States Vice President JD
Vance over the Donald Trump-led
administration's hardline immi-
gration stance, scores of people,
including Opposition leaders in
India, have lauded the woman for
confronting Vance.

The exchange took place during
a Q&A session of the Turning Point
USA event at the University of
Mississippi, with the woman,
believed to be a student of South
Asian descent, confronting Vance
on the US government's efforts to
reduce immigration.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Saurabh Bharadwaj praised the
conversation between Vance and
the woman, who was seen wearing
abindiin the viral video, while say-
ing, “This is called democracy.”

In a post on social media plat-
form X, Bharadwaj said that an
Indian student in America could
question the Vice President, and
thelatter had responded.

Bharadwaj said that the student
was telling the government that it
is “wrong to deport people” of
other countries who had settled in
the US.

She is saying that Christianity
cannot have a monopoly on
American nationality. And the
microphone is not being snatched
from her hand. And the Vice
President is also giving answers,”
Bharadwaj said.

‘Heartbreaking yet powerful’:
Netizens react on viral Vance video

The exchange between Vance
and the woman went viral on social
media platforms.

Some users applauded the stu-
dent's “courage and grace” in con-
fronting Vance. “Heartbreaking
yet powerful moment at the
Turning Point USA event. That

Jadhav’s

mother-in-law,

Indian-origin student showed
incredible courage and grace con-
fronting VP JD Vance on immigra-
tion policies. Her emotional plea
about exploited dreams resonates
deeply. Kudos to her for standing
up!” auser posted on X.

Others pointed to Vance's in-
laws being “Indian scholars”.
“America doesn’t need to import a
foreign class of servants,” says JD
Vance, forgetting his own in-laws
came here as Indian scholars. Call
it what it is. This isn’t nationalism,
it’s racism dressed up as patriot-
ism,” one user said.

Vance's remarks on wife Usha's
faith spark outrage

The interaction stirred a row
after Vance in a remark, what
many say, expressed his willing-
ness to one day see his wife Usha
embrace Christianity.

Do I hope eventually that she is
somehow moved by the same thing
that I was moved in by church?
Yeah, I honestly do with that,” he
said.

The statement went viral and
drew backlash from several Indian
and American users. “I'm sorry,
they have been married for 11 years
and he is somehow still hoping she
will changereligions? And saying it
in public? If I'm her, 'm PISSED,”
auserposted on X.

Following the outrage, Vance
issued a clarification saying his
wife has “no plans to convert.

feeling hungry and 1.50pm, he

Stocked food to CCTV Mumbal hostage-taker eyed long siege

terrifying hostage situation
that played out in Mumbai on
Thursday was meticulously
planned by the now deceased
hostage-taker and short film-
maker, Rohit Aarrya, who held
17 teenagers captive in a studio
while shooting a web series.

Aarrya had stockpiled food
for the children in the event of
a long-drawn drama. He also
got a broken latch on the stu-
dio’s door repaired, and
installed CCTV cameras at
strategic points on the premis-
es, so that footage would be
streamed to his smart phone;
he was not privy to the feed of
the pre-installed surveillance
cameras.

The really chilling twist,
though, comes from the story
Aarya told the children and his
assistant — that he wanted to
make a short film on children
rebelling against corruption,
and there was a scene in which
children would be kidnapped,
Rohan Raj said Aher said in his
statement to the Mumbai

police team investigating the
case. This, Aarrya hoped,
would be a smokescreen for
the preparations he was mak-
ing for the actual hostage situ-
ation that was to unfold a cou-
ple of dayslater.

Aarrya had stocked flam-
mable liquid in RA Studio on
Saki Vihar Road. “He had
asked me to bring 5 litres
petrol and fire-crackers as
well,” said Aher, who worked
asatheatretrainer with Aarrya
on this assignment.

Pohce said Aarrya had told
the children and Aher that he
was shootingareel of akidnap-
ping and hostage situation.

While our studio booking
had ended on Wednesday,
Aarrya had spoken to the
owner and asked for a day’s
extension. He told me they
needed to give the children act-
ing lessons for one more day,”
said Aher.

The crime branch investi-
gating the case, in which police
shot Aarrya dead while defus-

Aher’s statement on Friday.
Police also took him to the
crime scene on Friday, to
recreate the sequence of
events.

I had been working with
Aarrya since 2012. He had
worked with various big TV
channels and had gained my
confidence,” said Aher.

We were out of touch for a
long time, but he called me
recently and offered me this
assignment. He told me he
wanted to make a short film on
children’s rebellion against
corruption and there was a
scene in which children would
bekidnapped,” said Aher.

Sachin Jadhav, a farmer
from Kolhapur, whose daugh-
ter was one of the hostages,
said shooting began on
Sunday, October 26. “We had
got a call from Aarrya to join
him on the 25th. We had sent
my daughter’s video via
WhatsApp and he approved.
She had already worked in var-
ious short films,” said Jadhav.

Mangala Patankar, 77, was
also held hostage with the chil-
dren as she had accompanied
them to the shoot. When the
crisis broke, shelocked most of
the children in a room, gave
them food and water, and kept
them calm.

For three days, everything
was fine. The children would
come to the studio daily, at
around 9am. The lunch break
was at 1.30pm, and shooting

would end at 5pm,” said
Patankar.
Jadhav said that on

Tuesday or Wednesday, things
seemed different. Aarryastart-
ed covering the studio’s win-
dows with black paper and
stuck photos of the children on
it. He told us the sunlight was
hampering the shoot.

On Thursday, he told the
parents he was to shoot a kid-
napping scene and even cov-
ered the children’s faces with
tape,” said a police officer. “But
when the children didn’t
emerge for lunch and started

sent a video to one of the par-
ents, declaring that all the chil-
dren inside had been held
hostage,” the officer added.

Jadhav added, “I immedi-
ately called my mother-in-law,
who told me that our daughter
was with her. She had also
locked the other children in
anotherroom,” said Jadhav.

They got afraid, seeing
what’s was happening. Aarrya
was busy doing negotiations.
Hehad spread an inflammable
solution in the studio,” said
Patankar, adding that she took
the children with herin aroom
and locked them for their safe-
ty He had brought a lot of food
for the children.

Aher, although inside, was
locked on the ground floor of
the studio, while the drama
unfolded on the first floor.

I didn’t have keys to open
the door. Those were with
Aarrya. Neither I could enter
the first floor asthere was glass
door, but I broke some parts of
it and suffered injuries.



