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Highway horror: 15 killed as mini bus
rams into parked trailer near Jodhpur

Jaipur, Agency: At least
15 people were killed and two
others were injured after a
mini bus collided with a trail-
er parked on the Bharatmala
highway (NH-15) in
Rajasthan’s Phalodi, nearly
40 kilometres away from
Jodhpur on Sunday, police
said.

Jodhpur police commis-
sioner, Om Prakash Paswan,
said, “The incident took place
at around 6.30pm on Sunday.
The bus was carrying nearly
18 to 20 passengers, all resi-
dents of Jodhpur’s Soorsagar.
They were returning from

Bikaner’s Kolayat after a visit
to Kapil Muni Ashram. At
least 15 have been killed while
two others were seriously
injured who have sent to
Jodhpur city.”

According to the police,
the trailer was parked near a
roadside dhaba on the
Bharatmala highway. “The
traveller bus was approaching
at a high speed. The collision
happened when it tried to
overtake a truck and lost con-
trol. The collision was so
intense that the front portion
of the bus was completely
smashed and 15 people died

on the spot,”

said Amana
Ram, Mathoda police station
inspector.

Soon after the incident,

i, e
local residents gathered at the
spot and launched a rescue.
“The deceased include four

minors, the bus driver, and 10

women. Their identification
isunderway,” said the inspec-
tor.

President Droupadi
Murmu offered her condo-
lences to the families of the
dead. “The news of the deaths
of many people in the road
accident that occurred in
Phalodi, Rajasthan, is
extremely  heartbreaking,”
the President said on X.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced an ex-gratia
of 2 lakh to the family mem-
bers of the dead and 50,000
each to the families of those
injured. Saddened by the loss

of lives due to a mishap in
Phalodi district, Rajasthan.
My thoughts are with the
affected people and their fam-
ilies during this difficult time.
Praying for the speedy recov-
ery of the injured. An ex-gra-
tia of 2 lakh from PMNRF
would be given to the next of
kin of each deceased. The
injured would be given
50,000,” he wrote on X.

Chief minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma expressed.

grief on the tragedy and
directed the Soorsagar MLA
Devendra Joshi to monitor
the situation.

India Gate disappeared: AAP, Congress take Speedingtruckonwrongside

potshotasve

New Delhi, Agency:
The Aam Aadmi Party and
the Congress launched fresh
criticism in the wake of the
deteriorating air quality in
the smog-choked Delhi,
which has been recording an
Air Quality Index (AQI)
between ‘poor’ and ‘very
poor’ category for days now.'

Sharing a photo of faintly
visible India Gate amid
smog in the Capital, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) said on
its X handle that the iconic
structure  had  “disap-
peared."”

“India Gate has disap-
peared in Delhi...No matter
how much the government
tampers with the AQI, India
Gate has exposed the BJP's
true colors by vanishing
behind the smog,” AAP's
Delhiunitsaidin aposton X.

AAP leader Saurabh

hoke Delhi

Delhi

as  “worrisome.”

head-on collision with bus
What led to Telangana road accident that killed 24

L]

Bharadwaj, while talking to
reporters in Delhi, said that
most applications on peo-
ple's mobile phones were
taking data from the govern-
ment's air quality monitor-
ing stations.

“The AQI you see on your
mobile phones, most apps
take data from the Delhi and
central governments' AQI
monitoring stations. If you

ry poor AQI, smog

see iPhone's Weather app,
they only take data from the
government monitoring sta-
tions - DPCC, CPCB, and
IMD. Only some apps have
their own monitoring sta-
tions, like the US embassy,”
Bharadwaj said.

Apart from AAP and
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Aaditya Thackeray
also termed the pollution in

“What’s more worrisome is
the strategies made to hide
the real AQI numbers.
What’s problem does the
Union and State Govern
ment.

have to accept the situa-
tion and bring about Socio-
political consensus on cli-
mate action?” Thackeray
questionedina poston X.

In a video posted on X,
Bharadwaj was seen outside
an AQImonitoring stationin
Delhi. The video showed
what the former Delhi min-
ister said were trucks
belonging to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi.

Bharadwaj alleged that
the trucks were sprinkling
water “day and night
around” the pollution moni-
toring station.

New Delhi, Agency: At least
24 people werekilled, while several
others were left injured, in a road
accident in Telangana’s Ranga
Reddy district on Monday when a
speeding truck collided with a
Telangana State Road Transport
Corporation (TSRTC) bus.

The speeding truck carrying
gravel was reportedly on the wrong
side of the road. The bus was carry-
ing 70 passengers and was headed
to Hyderabad when the truck from
the opposite direction collided and
fell on the bus, as mentioned in an
earlier HT report.

Telanganabus accident: 24 killed in mas- 22-ye ar-old kills man for not allowing

sive truck-bus collision in Ranga Reddy

New Delhi, Agency: At least
24 people were killed and several
others were injured when a lorry
carrying gravel collided head-on
with a state-run road transport
in
Telangana’s Ranga Reddy district |
on Monday morning, the police |

corporation (RTC) Dbus

said.

The bus, belonging to the
Tandur depot with 70 passengers
was travelling to Hyderabad, when
the lorry coming from the opposite
direction collided with it and fell on
the bus, near Mirzaguda village in

Chevella mandal (block).

According to police, the impact
of the collision was so severe that
the lorry’s gravel load fell onto the
bus, trapping several passengers
underneath. Eyewitnesses said the
accident site presented a heart-
rending scene, with passengers
crying for help as locals rushed to

rescue them.

mother, police said.

Emergency teams rushed to the
spot and launched rescue opera-
tions using three JCB excavators to
remove the debris and pull out

those trapped inside.

the Chevella

hospitalsin Hyderabad.

Among the deceased are the
drivers of both the RTCbus and the
lorry, several women, and a ten-
month-old infant along with its

Theinjured have been shifted to
Government
Hospital, while those in critical
condition are being referred to

said.
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Greater Noida, Agency: A 22-
year-old man was arrested on Sunday
for allegedly killing a 45-year-old
man in Badalpur for not agreeing to
marry his daughter with him, police

Greater Noida: A 22-year-old man
was arrested on Sunday for allegedly
killing a 45-year-old man in Badalpur
for not agreeing to marry his daugh-
ter with him, police said.

Police identified the suspect as
Deepak Goswami. (File representa-

Gupta/Hindustan Times)
Police identified the suspect as
Deepak Goswami. (File representa-

Gupta/Hindustan Times)

The 22-year-old had met the man’s
daughter through social media two
years ago, and her parents spurned
his marriage proposal of late, police

(Deepak

(Deepak

said on Sunday, adding that six teams
had been engaged in the investiga-
tion. Police identified the suspect as
Deepak Goswami, a pharmacy under-
graduate student-cum-medical rep-
resentative, originally from Meerut
and residing in Surajpur’s Kasba area

daughter to marry him in Greater Noida

| —

i

I

in Greater Noida.

He was arrested on Sunday in
Badalpur for murdering Mahipal, a
farmer and resident of Bambawar vil-
lage, Greater Noida, who would also
sell agricultural land on commission,
said officials.

ED attaches 40 properties worth 3,000 crore of Anil Ambani-led Reliance Group

New Delhi, Agency: The
Enforcement Direc torate
(ED) has attached 40 proper-
ties worth ?3,000 crore,
including the Pali Hill resi-
dence of the Ambani family in
Mumbai and the Reliance
Centre in Delhi, in connection
with its money laundering
probe against the Anil
Ambani-led Reliance Group,
people familiar with the devel-
opment said.

Other than the Bandra resi-
dence and Reliance Centre at
Ranjit Singh Marg in Delhi,
the agency has attached multi-
ple assets across Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Mumbai, Pune,
Thane, Hyderabad, Chennai
(including  Kancheepuram)
and East Godavari under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
These assets include office
premises, residential units
and land parcels, officials
said, adding that aggregate
value of attachmentsis 23,084

crore.

The company is yet to
release a statement on the ED
action.

The probe pertains to
diversion and laundering of
public funds raised by
Reliance Home Finance Ltd
(RHFL) and Reliance
Commercial Finance Ltd
(RCFL).

It is alleged that during
2017—-2019, Yes Bankinvested
2,965 crore in RHFL instru-
ments and ?2,045 crore in
RCFL instruments and these
turned into non-performing
investments by December
2019, with ?1,353.50 crore
then outstanding for RHFL
and ?1,984 crore for RCFL,
said an officer who didn’t want
tobenamed.

The ED investigation
found that direct investment
by the erstwhile Reliance
Nippon Mutual Fund into Anil
Ambani Group financial com-
panies was not legally possible
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due to SEBI's mutual fund
conflict of interest framework.
In violation of these guide-
lines, the money invested by
general public in the mutual
fund was routed indirectly
through Yes Bank exposures,
which ultimately landed with
Anil Ambani Group compa-
nies,” the officer said.

The investigation, accord-
ing to a second officer, shows
funds were routed indirectly
through Yes Bank’s exposures

to RHFL and RCFL, while
RHFL and RCFL extended
loans to entities linked to the
Reliance Anil Ambani Group.

“The fund-tracing by ED
found diversion of funds on
lending to group linked enti-
ties and ultimate siphoning
off. Substantial portions of
corporate loans (General
Purpose Corporate Loans)
ultimately landed in accounts
of Reliance group companies.
While extending these loans,

serious control failures are
found by ED. The loans to
group linked companies were
speed processed without core
prudential checks. Many
loans were processed on the
same day as application, sanc-
tion and agreement, and in
some cases, disbursal preced-
ed sanction,” said the second
officer.

ED has also found that the
funds were advanced even
before the application for
loan, which can be possible
only if the applicant time trav-
elled and field investigation
and personal discussions were
waived; documents were left
blank, overwritten and undat-
ed.

“Several borrowers had
weak financials or negligible
operations. Security creation
was inadequate or unregis-
tered, and security schedules
wereleft blank, the end use did
not match the sanction condi-
tions. ED found these inten-

4

tional and consistent control
failures,” he added.

The agency officials said
they have also intensified
probe in Reliance
Communications Ltd.
(RCOM) and related compa-
niesloan fraud.

ED has found that these
companies diverted over
13,600 crore used in ever-
greening loans, over 12,600
crore was diverted to connect-
ed parties and over ?1,800

crore was invested in
FDs/MFs etc, which was sub-
stantially  liquidated for

rerouting to group entities.
“Huge misuse of bill dis-
counting for the purpose of
funneling funds to connected
parties has also been detected
by ED. ED continues to trace
proceeds of crime and secure
attachments of property.
Recoveries made by ED would
ultimately benefit the general
public,” said the first officer.
- .



