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Patna Zoo using oil heaters, UV ligh-
ts as part of winter care for animals

Patna, Agency: The
Patna Zoo authorities are
using oil heaters, fluores-
cent and UV lights as part of
winter care for animals, an
official said.

Sanjay Gandhi Biological
Park, popularly called Patna
Zo0o, houses numerous ani-
mals and has been cate-
gorised as a ‘large’ zoo by
the central zoo authority.

Patna Zoo director
Hemant Patil said, “We face
alot of challenges in helping
animals adapt to the chang-
ing weather during harsh
winters.”

The software engineer-
turned IFS officer said this
year, the Patna Zoo has
introduced ‘oil heaters’
instead of rod heaters and
blowers in carnivore cells.

“This is a significant
upgrade because blowers
and rod heaters, which were
used earlier, led to an
increase in CO2 composi-

2 suspects in youth leader Hadi’s murder

tion and hampered oxygen
supply, which negatively
affected animals,” Patil said.
Oil heaters, on the contrary,
he said, allow for automated
moderation and maintain
the oxygen level. In the rep-
tile’s section, including
snakes, we have replaced
tube lights and 100-watt
bulbs with fluorescent and
UV lights, which are quite
effective in maintaining
temperature,” he said.

On other arrangements
for animals’ winter care, the
zoo director said, “On the
routine end, we place paddy
straws in various cells,
increase animals’ intake of
food, particularly immunity
and metabolism boosting
items like chyawanprash to
primates, honey and sugar-
cane to bears.” Patil said the
elephants have their own
way of keeping it safe during
winters. However, oil mas-
sage is done daily to keep

them immune to w1nter He
estimated that around 1.5 to
2 litres of mustard oil is
utilised for massage daily.
The Patna Zoo director
emphasised that one of the
major focuses this year has
been to change the blood-
lines of animals in the zoo

through innovative changes
in inbreeding patterns. We
are also looking for male-to-
male swaps from other zoos
in the country in order to
change the bloodline so that
animals can be prevented
from certain genetic dis-
eases.

Luckily, we have not wit-
nessed any considerable
spread of such diseases thus
far, but the time has arrived
to change the bloodline,” he
said.

Patil highlighted that
Sanjay Gandhi Biological
Park is categorised as a
‘large’ zoo by the Central
Zoo Authority.

There is a limited num-
ber of ‘large’ zoos across the
country, and they have
more or less the same
species of animals. We can
swap animals, particularly
males, across these zoos to
change the bloodline of ani-
mals,” he stressed. He hint-
ed that authorities here are
in talks with certain interna-
tional zoos to “bring in some
animals” as part of an
exchange, which could serve
as a point of attraction for
children and is important
from a conservation per-
spective.

8 wagons of goods train derail
in Bihar; rail traffic disrupted
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Bihar, Agency: Eight wagons of a
goods train have derailed in Bihar's Jamui
district, causing disruption of railway servic-
es on the Howrah-Patna-Delhi route, offi-
cials said.

The accident took place between
Lahabon and Simultala railway stations
under the Asansol division of Eastern
Railways around 11.25 pm on Saturday. It
resulted in the disruption of the movement
of around two dozen trains overnight, caus-
ing inconvenience to passengers.

Accident relief trains have been sent from
Asansol, Madhupur and Jhajha stations to
the spot, officials said, adding restoration

Smog envelops Delhi as air qual-
ity enters 'very poor' category

New Delhi, Agency: Smog

case fled to Inda, :calm Bangladesh police

Bangladesh, Agency:
Two primary suspects in
the murder of Inquilab
Moncho leader Sharif
Osman Hadi have fled
Bangladesh  and  are
believed to be currently in
India, a top Dhaka
Metropolitan Police officer
said Sunday.

Hadi, 32, was shot in the
head on December 12 dur-
ing an election campaign in
Dhaka. He was airlifted to
Singapore for advanced
treatment but died of his
injuries on December 18.

“The suspects, Faisal
Karim Masud and Alamgir

Shelkh crossed into the
Indian state of Meghalaya
with the help of local asso-
ciates,” Additional Police

Commissioner (Crime and
Operations) of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
S N Md Nazrul Islam told a

press conference at the
DMP Media Centre.
“According to our infor-

mation, the suspects
entered India via the
Haluaghat border. After

crossing, they were initially
received by an individual
named Purti. Later, a taxi
driver named Sami trans-
ported them to Tura city in
Meghalaya,” The Daily Star
said, quoting Islam.

The DMP officer did not,
however, mention when the
two escaped to India.

There is no reaction by
Indian officials to the
report as yet.

enveloped the national capital as
the air quality was in the "very
poor" category on Sunday morn-
ing with an overall Air Quality
Index reading of 392, according to
the Central Pollution Control
Board.

Data from the Board's Sameer
app showed that 19 monitoring
stations in the city reported air
quality in the "severe" category,
with Anand Vihar recording the
highest reading of 444, while the
remaining recorded "very poor"
levels.

The minimum temperature
settled at 6.3 degrees Celsius, 0.5
notches below the season's aver-
age, while the humidity was

[

recorded at 71 per cent at 8.30
am, according to the India
Meteorological Department.

The maximum temperature is
likely to hover around 21 degrees
Celsius, with the weather depart-
ment forecasting mainly clear
skies.

Trekker from UP Adani plans Rs 1.8 lakh-crore defence spend

dles in Sikkim

to boost indigenous m111tary capablhtles

New Delhi, Agency: A 45-
year-old man from Uttar Pradesh
has died at the popular Goechala
trekking route in Sikkim, police
said.The man, identified as Suraj
Kumar Tiwari, along with two
friends, was on an eight-day
Goechala trekking expedition in
the Khangchendzonga National
Park, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.He had completed the trek
and was ascending on Thursday

when, around 9 am, he suddenly
fell ill near Kokchurong camp,
showing symptoms similar to
paralysis, a police officer said.

Fellow trekkers and guides
provided him with first aid. With
the help of locals and other
trekkers, he was carried towards
Yuksom, but he died near
Phedang campsite at an altitude
of 12,100 ft around 8 pm on
Thursday, he said.

New Delhi, Agency:
Adani Group plans to
invest Rs 1.8 lakh crore
next year in defence manu-
facturing, with a focus on
strengthening capabilities
in unmanned and auto
nomous systems as well as
advanced guided weapons
as it looks to play a stealth
anchor role in India's
future warfare capabilities,

sou rces said.

Adani Defence &
Aerospace in 2025 transi-
tioned from extended plan-
ning cycles to rapid deploy-
ment with some of its mili-
tary hardware being used in
Operation Sindoor.

Next year, it will invest
in unmanned and autono
mous systems, advanced
guided weapons, sensors
and electronics, AI-enabled

multi-domain operations,
and scaled-up mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul

(MRO) and training infra-
structure, company sources
said.

Autonomous systems
across air, sea and land
domains are unmanned
platforms that use sensors,
software and secure net-
works to operate with min-
imal human intervention,
expanding military reach
while reducing risk to per-
sonnel.

Woman beaten up, forced to wear garland
of shoes in Tripura for extramarital affair

New Delhi, Agency:
A woman was beaten up by
a group of villagers in
Tripura’s Dhalai district for
her alleged involvement in
an extramarital affair,
police said on Sunday.

0The woman, a mother
of two sons, was dragged
out of her house at
Harerkhola village under

Kamalpur police station
limits on Saturday morning
and beaten up by the
group, a police officer said.

The villagers also forced
the woman to wear a gar-
land of shoes.

“After being informed, a
police team rushed to the
spot and recovered the

Later, she was taken to the

district hospital at

woman lying on the road. Ambassa, where she under-

went a CT scan. She is out
of danger,” the officer said.

A case was registered at
Kamalpur police station
against some persons on
Saturday, and an investiga-
tion is underway, he said.

One person has been
arrested in connection with
the case so far, the officer
said.

Over 10.56 lakh names dropped from Assam’s draft electoral rolls

New Delhi, Agency: With
Assam headlng for the
Assembly elections in less than
six months, the Election
Commission on Saturday
released the state’s integrated
draft electoral rolls, revealing
that over 10.56 lakh voter
names have been deleted fol-
lowing a special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) exercise. The move
has triggered fresh political
scrutiny over voter list revisions
across poll-bound states.

According to the draft rolls,
Assam now has 2,51,09,754
electors, excluding 93,021 “D-
Voters” -- a category of doubtful

voters whose citizenship status
is under adjudication. The dele-
tions account for deaths, migra-
tion and multiple or duplicate
entries, the EC said.

The SIR, conducted through
house-to-house verification
between November 22 and
December 20, covered more
than 61 lakh households across
the state. Officials said the exer-
cise aimed at producing an
error-free roll ahead of elec-
tions.

Of the names deleted, 4.78
lakh were removed due to
deaths, 5.23 lakh owing to elec-
tors shifting residence, while

53,619 entries were flagged as
demographically similar and
corrected. Claims and objec-
tions can be filed till January

22, with the final rolls sched-

uled for
February 10.
The draft rolls retain all par-

publication on

ticulars -- name, age and photo-
graph -- of “D-Voters” without
alteration. Under Assam’s
unique citizenship regime, such
voters are disenfranchised
pending decisions by
Foreigners’ Tribunals under the
Foreigners Act, 1946, and are
not issued voter identity cards.

Election officials said the
Assam exercise differed from
the SIR currently underway in
12 states and UT, including
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal. “The Assam revision
lies between an annual summa-
ry revision and a full SIR, keep-
ing in view the state’s special

citizenship provisions,” an offi-
cial  said.Chief  Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
has earlier noted that citizen-
ship determination in Assam is
governed by distinct legal pro-
visions and is nearing comple-
tion under Supreme Court
supervision.The scale of the
operation was significant,
involving 35 district election
officers, 126 electoral registra-
tion officers, over 29,600
booth-level officers and more
than 61,500 booth-level agents
deployed by political parties.
Assam now has 31,486 polling
stations after rationalisation.



