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Sagar Suraj/ MOTIHARI
A legal  storm  has
engulfed Mahatma

Gandhi Central University
(MGCU), Motihari,
following a notice
challenging the appointment
of its Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Sanjay Shrivastva.
A serious legal challenge
has  emerged, bringing
questions of eligibility,
statutory compliance,
and transparency to the
forefront. The appointment
of Prof. Sanjay Srivastava is
under scrutiny following a
formal legal notice alleging
violation of mandatory
norms prescribed under
the  University  Grants
Commission (UGC)
Regulations, 2018. The
challenge has been initiated
by academician Dr. Sandeep
Pahal of Meerut through

Fire hroke outinthe OT of a private hospital, brought

UG Appointment at MGGU Under Legal Scanner

Speaking to Border News Mirror, Proctor of MGCU Prof. (Dr.) Prashun Datt stated that eligibility calculations in Bihar consider

experience from the due date of promotion, not merely the date of formal approval, and confirmed that a formal reply is being prepared.

Advocate Alok Anand and
has been served upon the
UGC and the Ministry of
Education. At the center
of the dispute is Regulation
73.0(i) of the UGC
Regulations, 2018, which
requires a Vice-Chancellor
to possess a minimum of
ten years’ experience as a
Professor in a university,
or equivalent experience
in a reputed research or
academic administrative
organization. These
regulations, framed under
Section 26 of the UGC
Act, 1956, have statutory
force and are binding on
all universities across India.
According to the notice, the
Ministry’s  advertisement
dated 21 May 2022

for the

However,

MGCU Vice-
Chancellor post explicitly
adopted these UGC norms.

obtained under the Right
to Information Act from
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU ) indicates that Prof.
Srivastava was promoted
to the rank of Professor as a

I

Vice Chancellor Sanjay Kumar Shrivastava

(Stage-5) only on 4
October 2012 after approval
by BHU's Executive
Council. Based on this
date, the petitioner argues
that by the June 2022 cut-
off, Prof. Srivastava had
completed only nine years
and eight months of service
Professor, falling

information
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The Building of Mahatma Gandhi Central
University located in Bankat, Motihari

short of the mandatory
ten-year requirement. The
notice draws strength from
judicial precedents as well

In a 2022 ruling, the
Supreme Court of India
clarified that experience in
non-teaching bodies cannot
be equated with experience
“as  Professor”  under

Similarly,

notional or
promotions

UGC Regulation
the
Pradesh High Court in Dr.
Dharam Pal Singh v. State
of H.P. (2021), relying
on Union of India v. M.
Bhaskar (1996 ), held that
retrospective
cannot  be
counted for eligibility; only

actual service from the date
of promotion is valid. The
notice, issued under Section
80 of the Civil Procedure
Code, 1908, alleges
procedural arbitrariness
in the selection process
and seeks an immediate
review of the appointment.
It also flags alleged
inconsistencies in  Prof.
Srivastava’s curriculum
vitae regarding his Fulbright

7.3.0. association with American
Himachal University, Washington
D.C., suggesting possible

misrepresentation. He was
there as visiting scholar
instead of visiting professor,
Pahal claimed. Responding
to the allegations, MGCU
officials ~ defended the
appointment. Speaking to
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Border News Mirror, Prof. |
(Dr.) Prashun Datt stated |
that eligibility calculations i
in Bihar consider experience |
from the due date of |
promotion, not merely the i
date of formal approval, !
and confirmed that a formal |
reply is being prepared. |
Meanwhile, sources indicate ;
that no  Bihar-specific i
regulation overrides UGC ,
norms, reinforcing their |
statutory supremacy. If no i
action is taken within 60 !
days, the petitioner plans ;
to approach the courts, |
potentially  triggering a i
precedent-setting ruling on |
how ‘“experience” under !
UGC Regulation 7.3.0(i) |
must be legally computed, i
notice reads :
1
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New Delhi,Agency: A fire
broke out at Madhukar Rainbow
Children's Hospital in Malviya
Nagar, South Delhi, on Sunday
morning. Smoke rose from the
first-floor intensive care unit,
causing widespread panic. Upon
receiving the information, eight
fire engines, along with police,
arrived at the scene. Relief and
rescue operations began by evacu-
ating patients to safety. After
about an hour of effort, the fire
was brought wunder control.
Smoke terrified people in the hos-
pital. No one was injured in the
incident. The Malviya Nagar

under control after an hour's effort by 8 fire engines
- = 2

s 3

police station is investigating the
matter. After initial investiga-
tions, it is suspected that a short
circuit caused the fire.

The crime team and FSL have
collected evidence from the scene.
Police are gathering information
from the hospital OT as well as
other staff. A doctor returning
after treating a patient was
robbed, accused arrested New
Delhi. Jahangirpuri resident Dr
Ram Bharose (70) was returning
from the hospital after treating a
patient, when he was robbed by
three people including a minor
near Azadpur Sabji Mandi.

A decisive crackdown against criminals Jump on bail bond

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: A decisive campaign
against crime has been launched in
Motihari, the headquarters of East
Champaran district, marking a major
push to strengthen law and order. Under
the leadership of Superintendent of Police
Swarn Prabhat, the police have intensified
sustained operations that are already
showing visible results on the ground. The
latest phase of the drive targets criminals
who secured bail and then absconded,
signaling a zero-tolerance approach
toward misuse of legal relief. As part of
this action, the SP has released a list of

18 most-wanted criminals, announcing a
reward of 5,000 on each. These accused
are wanted in serious criminal cases
registered across multiple police station
areas . Special police teams have been
formed and are conducting continuous
raids to track them down and ensure swift
arrests.Notorious names such as Narad
Sahni, Umar Farooq, Himanshu Kumar,
Kundan Upadhyay, Ajay Sahni, Munna
Mansoori, and Bhajju Thakur feature on
the list. SP Prabhat has made it clear that
those who exploit bail to evade the law
will no longer be shown any leniency.
Non-bailable warrants, proclamations,
and property attachment proceedings have

5 held for Rs12-cr property fraud

- - - . —
already been initiated against all the listed
accused. To strengthen the operation
through public participation, the SP has
taken the unusual step of sharing his
personal mobile number, urging citizens
to provide information about the wanted
criminals. He has assured that informants’
identities will remain strictly confidential

and that rewards will be paid promptly.
This crackdown is part of a broader series
of successful operations led by SP Prabhat
in recent months, during which police have
acted firmly against liquor mafias, cyber
fraudsters, and vehicle-lifting gangs. As
a result, crime rates have declined and
public confidence in the police has grown.
Sources say the release of the reward list
has caused panic among criminals, with
some reportedly considering surrender.
Reinforced by technical surveillance and
network tracking, the police aim to send a
clear message that Motihari has no space
for crime, and this fight is for a safer
future for society.

New Delhi, Agency: The police said the accused lured the complainant by offering ownership of a high-end
apartment allegedly acquired through a bank auction. The gang convinced the victim to transfer a total of Rs 12.04
crore between August and October 2024. The main accused, Mohit Gogia, along with his associates, allegedly operat-
ed a racket that targeted wealthy buyers by offering premium properties at throwaway prices. Investigators said the
syndicate had cheated victims of over Rs 200 crore across states.

A case was registered on June 13, following which the Crime Branch launched a detailed probe. Gogia was arrest-
ed on November 22 near Doiwala in Uttarakhand while attempting to flee. Subsequent raids led to the arrest of four
others — Vishal Malhotra, Sachin Gulati, Abhinav Pathak and Bharat Chhabra, for their roles in routing funds, prepar-
ing forged documents and facilitating fraud.

Man killed as Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express

New Delhi,Agency:The
Delhi High Court has over-
turned the Central
Administrative Tribunal's
(CAT) decision regarding
disciplinary action against
Delhi Police constable Anuj
Kumar. The court held that
the CAT had granted the
constable's petition on
incorrect grounds and also
overturned the fines of
210,000 each imposed on
departmental officials.
Following this decision,
constable Anuj Kumar will
now have to serve a five-
year sentence of forfeiture
of service, which will be
implemented with a pro-
portionate reduction in his
pay.

An FIR was filed against
a constable in the
Muzaffarnagar riots.

In 2013, an FIR was filed
at the Fugana police station
in Muzaffarnagar, accusing
Anuj Kumar and several
others of robbery, arson,
and hurting religious senti-
ments (sections 395, 436,
and 295A of the Indian
Penal Code). Anuj Kumar, a
constable with the Delhi
Police, was informed of the
FIR on June 8, 2014, but
did not inform the depart-
ment. Based on this, a
departmental inquiry was
initiated in 2014 under the
Delhi Police (Punishment
and Appeal) Rules, 1980.
The investigating officer
found the charges proved.
On January 14, 2016, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police sentenced him to five
years' suspension of service.
This sentence was upheld
on appeal. However, on
May 27, 2019, a
Muzaffarnagar court
acquitted Anuj Kumar of
the criminal case because

witnesses had turned hos-
tile. Anuj then filed a peti-
tion with the CAT, which
accepted his position on
December 5, 2022. The CAT
quashed the departmental
orders and imposed a fine
of 710,000 each on the DCP
and Additional CP, along
with 6% interest on the
back payments.

The court said the case
against the constable was
one of concealment of infor-
mation.

The Delhi government
and police challenged this
decision in the High Court.
The High Court stated that
the CAT had mistakenly
held that the disciplinary
action was based on
involvement in the riots,
when the real issue was
concealment of informa-
tion. The court noted that
Anuj Kumar himself admit-
ted that he was aware of the
FIR but did not disclose it.
The court quashed the fine,
calling it unjustified, and
held that there was no per-
versity in the departmental
inquiry.

Rape victim pleads guilty
in High Court, accused
acquitted

The Delhi High Court
has overturned the trial
court's 10-year sentence in
a rape case, acquitting the
accused due to lack of evi-
dence. A single bench of
Justice Amit Mahajan stat-
ed that the prosecution
failed to provide evidence of
the victim's juvenile status
and that the witnesses' tes-
timony was contradictory.
The court stated that a DNA
report can only determine
physical contact, not lack of
consent. The case relates to
an FIR lodged at the Khyala
police station in 2014. In

the FIR, the 17-year-old vic-
tim alleged that her land-
lord's brother-in-law raped
her on the night of
November 10, 2014, a day
before Diwali. The victim
stated that the accused
threatened to kill her family
if she revealed the incident.
After the incident, the vic-
tim's mother beat the
accused, but he fled. A med-
ical examination also con-
firmed the allegations. On
November 7, 2022, the trial
court (Tis Hazari) convicted
Faisal under sections 342
(wrongful confinement)
and 376 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code and section 4 of
the POCSO Act. On
December 17, 2022, he was
sentenced to 10 years' rigor-
ous imprisonment and a
fine. The court cited the FSL
report, which found the
accused's DNA on the vic-
tim's clothing and swab.
Witnesses turned hostile in
the High Court.On appeal
to the High Court, Justice
Mahajan stated that wit-
nesses had turned hostile.
The victim, her brother, and
her mother denied identify-
ing the accused. The mother
stated that she hadn't seen
his face and had only
named him based on suspi-
cion.

The court noted that the
complaint was filed a day
late, even though the
accused lived in the same
building. Regarding the
DNA report, the court stat-
ed that it only proved phys-
ical contact, but not lack of
consent. The prosecution
failed to prove the victim's
age as a minor, so POCSO
cannot be applied.

HC suspends sentence
of 6 convicts in CGHS
scam

The High Court has sus-
pended the sentences of
six individuals convicted
in a fraud and conspiracy
case related to the revival

of Safdarjung CGHS
Limited (Central
Government Employees

Housing Society) pending
appeal. A bench of Justice
Ajay Digpal directed the
release on bail of Ashwani
Sharma, Ashutosh Pant,
Manoj Vats, Karamveer
Singh, Sudarshan Tandon,
and Narendra Kumar.
They were all found guilty
in a CBI investigation and
sentenced by the trial
court under various sec-
tions.The case relates to
the revival of Safdarjung
CGHS Limited. The allega-
tion is that the society's
records were falsified and
forged documents were
prepared on the basis of
which they obtained the
allotment of 5,000 square
meters of land in Dhirpur,
Delhi. The CBI alleged that
these individuals commit-
ted offenses under various
sections. The trial court
(Special Judge, PC Act,
CBI-15, Rouse Avenue)
convicted them on October
13, 2025, and sentenced
them on October 31. It car-
ried a maximum sentence
of five years' rigorous
imprisonment and a fine of
up to one lakh rupees. In
their appeals to the High
Court, the accused argued
that the convictions were
based primarily on the
opinion of a handwriting
expert, which was weak
and uncorroborated. In the
judgment, Justice Digpal
said that the appeal raised
several substantive issues,
which would be examined
at the final hearing.
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New Delhi, Agency: A man
was killed as two compartments

of the Tatanagar-Ernakulam
Express caught fire at
Yalamanchili, 66 km from here,
police said on Monday.

The police received informa-
tion about the fire at 12.45 am.

A police official told reporters
that there were 82 passengers in
one of the affected coaches and 76
ifn another when the train caught

ire.

"Unfortunately, a dead body
was found in the B1 coach,” the
official added.

The deceased was identified as
Chandersekhar Sundaram.

The two damaged coaches
were detached from the train,
which proceeded towards
Ernakulam. The passengers in the
damaged coaches will be sent to
their destinations.

Two forensic teams are work-
ing to ascertain the cause of the
fire, the police official said.

The South Central Railway
(SCR), in a statement, said B1 and
M2 coaches of the train
(N0.18189) caught fire and the
Railway staff swiftly acted and
immediately informed the fire

brigade.

The Railway officials also
swung into action and assisted
passengers in de-boarding the
train.

The fire brigade reached the
spot and extinguished the fire.

As a precaution, both the
affected coaches and an addition-
al AC III Tier Coach (M1) were
detached.

The remaining coaches are
currently being moved to
Samalkot railway station, where
three empty replacement coaches
will be attached to the formation.

Meanwhile, passengers from
the affected coaches are being
shifted to Samalkot station by
arranging buses.

The Commissioner of Railway
Safety and other senior officials of
SCR have rushed to the site,
alongside forensic and medical
teams to determine the cause of
the fire and assess any casualties.

All necessary precautions in
coordination with local adminis-
tration are being taken, even as
the SCR has set up Helpline
Numbers to provide assistance
and train running information,
the release added.



