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New Delhi,Agency: From
being declared India’s first fully lit-
erate state to getting rail connectivi-
ty, Mizoram witnessed transforma-

tive infrastructure gains and
achieved key social milestones in
2025.;

Mizoram was declared the coun-
try’s first fully literate state on May
20, with a literacy rate of 98.2 per
cent. The achievement reflected
decades of community-driven
efforts in education, building on a
legacy that began with the establish-
ment of the first school in 1894 by
Christian missionaries.

The state had recorded a literacy
rate of 91.33 per cent in the 2011
Census.

With the inauguration of the
Bairabi-Sairang railway line,
Mizoram found a place on the
national railway map.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the over Rs 8,000-crore
project on September 13, describing
it as one of the most challenging rail-
way works undertaken in the coun-
try. The line connected Aizawl with

the national rail network for the first
time, 38 years after Mizoram
attained statehood and 78 years
after Independence, making it the
fourth northeastern state capital to
be rail-linked.

In March, the long-pending
demand for relocating the Assam
Rifles unit from the congested heart
of Aizawl was fulfilled, with bases
shifted to Zokhawsang, about 15 km
east of the capital.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

termed the move a milestone for
Mizoram’s development and a ges-
ture of the Centre’s responsibility
towards the Mizo people.

On the economic front, Mizoram
earned national recognition in

November when NITI Aayog
declared it the “Ginger Capital of
India”.

Ginger remains the state’s flag-
ship crop, supported by the ZPM
government’s ‘Bana Kaih’ handhold-
ing scheme, which provides mini-

mum support prices for select agri-
cultural produce.

The Lalduhoma government,
which completed two years in office,
also rolled out the Mizoram
Universal Health Care Scheme
(MUHCS) in March, offering cash-
less treatment with coverage of up to
Rs 5 lakh per family annually.

Officials said nearly 60,000 ben-
eficiaries have availed treatment
under the scheme, with healthcare
expenditure crossing Rs 100 crore.

However, the year was not with-
out challenges.

Mizoram began 2025 amid
strong opposition to the Centre’s
decision to regulate movement along
the 510-km Indo-Myanmar border,
replacing the Free Movement
Regime with a border pass system.
Civil society organisations staged
repeated protests against the new
protocol and the proposed fencing of
the border.

The state continued to shoulder a
heavy humanitarian burden, hosting
around 31,000 refugees from
Myanmar who fled after the 2021

Mizoram marks transformative 2023 with rail link, full literacy tag

military coup. Fresh violence in July
led to the arrival of over 3,000 more

people.
Mizoram also sheltered more
than 2,000 refugees from

Bangladesh’s Chittagong Hill Tracts
and nearly 7,000 people displaced
by ethnic violence in Manipur.

Political tensions flared over the
adoption of the Forest
(Conservation) Amendment Act by
the state assembly in August, trig-
gering widespread protests and a
statewide shutdown called by the
opposition Mizo National Front
(MNF) in October.

The dilapidated condition of NH-
6/306, Mizoram’s main lifeline, led
to repeated strikes by transporters,
disrupting supplies during the mon-
soon months.

Natural and animal health crises
also hit the state.

A rodent outbreak linked to bam-
boo flowering damaged crops across
all 11 districts, while African swine
fever continued to devastate the pig-
gery sector, affecting thousands of
families.

Missiles, radars, rockets

New Delhi,Agency: The
Ministry of Defence (MoD) on
Monday approved the procurement of
rockets, ammunition, missiles, radar
systems and military platforms worth
Rs 79,000 crore to bolster the mili-
tary's capabilities.

The decision was taken by the
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC),
the apex decision-making body of the
ministry, chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.

The DAC accorded 'acceptance of
necessity' — the first step of the pro-
curement process — for various pro-
posals of the three services.

For the Army, the DAC approved
the procurement of loitering ammuni-
tion to be provided to artillery regi-
ments for precision strikes at tactical
targets.

New low-level light-weight radars
will aid in tracking enemy missiles,
drones and low-flying UAVs. The

: - TN
Pinaka multi-barrel launcher will get
new rockets with a longer range and
better precision targeting of high-
value targets.

Also, along the borders, the Army
will get an "integrated drone detection
and interdiction system" with an
enhanced range to protect the vital
assets in battle areas.

For the Navy, the DAC okayed
high-frequency  software-defined

day, watchBlinkitcometotherescue

radios to enhance long-range secured
communication during boarding and
landing operations.

Also leasing of high-altitude long-
range UAVs will ensure continuous
intelligence, surveillance and recon-
naissance and credible awareness
over the Indian Ocean region.

For the Indian Air Force, the DAC
approved the acquisition of Astra
Mark -II missiles and SPICE-1000
long-range guidance Kkits.

The Astra missiles with enhanced
range will increase the capability of
the fighter aircraft to neutralise adver-
sary from a large standoff range.

The SPICE-1000 is an Israel-ori-
gin kit which is strapped onto a bomb
that is dropped from a plane and the
guidance kit takes it to the target.

The DAC has cleared a simulator
for the Light Combat Aircraft Tejas to
augment pilots’ training in a cost-
effective and safe manner.

Tripurastudentkilling

MoD clears Rs 79K-cr purchase ofhittingpassengerarrested
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New Delhi,Agency: The
Delhi Police has arrested an off-
duty Air India Express pilot
accused of assaulting a passenger
at the Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport, an officer said on
Tuesday.

Captain Virendra Sejwal had
earlier joined the probe and was
questioned by the investigating
officer, the officer said.

"In the process of investiga-
tion, after the registration of the
case, the relevant CCTV footage

had been collected and state-
ments recorded.

The accused was also called for
questioning, and his arrest was
effected,” the officer said in a
statement.

Sejwal has been booked under
sections 115 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 126 (wrongful restraint)
and 351 (criminal intimidation) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) in connection with violence
near the security checkpoint of
Terminal 1 on December 19.

New Delhi,Agency: In a
hilarious turn of events, a Delhi
wedding ceremony was saved by
the quick thinking of the groom's
family and, of course, Blinkit!

The bride and groom, Pooja
and Hrishi, realised they had for-
gotten the essential sindoor (ver-
milion) after the pheras, leaving
everyone in an awkward silence.

But panic mode wasn't an
option! The family sprang into
action, placing an urgent order on
Blinkit.

And just like that, the delivery
arrived, and the ceremony contin-
ued without a hitch.

The groom completed the ritu-
al to thunderous applause, and
the guests breathed a sigh of
relief.

The Internet loves it

The video, shared on
Instagram, went viral, with users
calling Blinkit delivery executives
"silent  superheroes". Many
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shared their own stories of quick-
commerce apps saving the day at
family events.

"This happened at my devar's
wedding in Gujrat too, and the
blinkit guy delivered it," one user
wrote.

"Bro missed his filmy 'khoon se
maang barunga' hero moment for
real," another joked.

"Imagine doing a destination
wedding outside India and realis-
ing they don't have Blinkit," a
third added.

NHRCissues notice to Dehradun DM, SSP

Dehradun Agency: The NHRC
has sent a notice to the Dehradun dis-
trict magistrate and the SSP over the
alleged racially charged killing of a

student from Tripura in the
Uttarakhand capital.

The National Human Rights
Commission has directed the

Dehradun authorities to investigate
the allegations and has sought an
action taken report within seven days.

The commission has asked for a
copy of the case proceedings to be sent
to the Uttarakhand chief secretary and
the director general of police.

"Additionally, the authorities are
directed to ensure safety of the stu-
dents of North Eastern region in the
entire state," it says.

Anjel Chakma, 24, a final-year
MBA student at a private university in
Dehradun, was allegedly attacked by
some youngsters with a knife and a
bracelet on December 9. He died on
December 26, after being in a hospital
for 17 days.

His father, a BSF jawan currently
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posted in Tangjeng in Manipur,
alleged that his son was "brutally
attacked" when he tried to defend his
brother, who was called "Chinese" by
the attackers. The assailants called his
sons "Chinese momo" and abused
him, the father of the victim told PTI
over the phone. Anjel told them that
he "was also Indian, not Chinese," but
they attacked him with knives and
blunt objects, the father said.
According to the proceedings, a bench
of the NHRC, presided by its member
Priyank Kanoongo, has taken cogni-
sance under section 12 of the
Protection of Human Rights Act,
1993. The complainant has alleged

that the student from the Tripura
region was brutally attacked and
killed in Dehradun, in a "racially moti-
vated incident" while studying outside
his home state.

According to the complaint, the
person was "targeted with racial slurs
and assaulted after asserting his iden-
tity as an Indian citizen", reads the
proceedings.

"The incident has caused nation-
wide outrage and is stated to reflect
deep-rooted racial discrimination
against people from the North-East,
failure of local authorities to prevent
the violence, and lack of adequate pro-
tection mechanisms," it adds.

The complainant alleged that the
incident amounts to a "serious viola-
tion" of the victim's right to life, digni-
ty, and equality.

The complainant had sought the
intervention of the NHRC in the mat-
ter and requested urgent intervention,
accountability, and systemic meas-
ures to prevent such hate-based
crimes, the proceedings says.

DRDO tests 120-km Pinaka guided rocket

New Delhi, Agency: The
Defence Research and
Development Organisation "

textbook precision,” the Ministry of
LRGR was
launched from an in-service Pinaka

Defence said.The

(DRDO) on Monday conducted the
maiden flight test of the Pinaka
Long Range Guided Rocket (LRGR-
120).

The new rocket system is capa-
ble of striking targets up to 120 km,
extending the range of the existing
Pinaka rockets, which have a maxi-
mum range of about 80 km.

The test was successfully carried
out at the Integrated Test Range
(ITR), Chandipur, Odisha. “The
rocket was tested for its maximum
range of 120 km, demonstrating all
in-flight manoeuvres as planned.
The LRGR impacted the target with

launcher, demonstrating the sys-
tem’s versatility and its ability to
fire Pinaka variants of different
ranges from the same platform.

All deployed range instruments
tracked the rocket throughout its
trajectory. The LRGR has been
designed by the Armament
Research and Development
Establishment (ARDE) in associa-
tion with the High Energy
Materials Research Laboratory
(HEMRL), with support from the
Defence Research and Development
Laboratory (DRDL) and Research
Centre Imarat (RCI).
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Himachal Pradesh braces for 'white New Year', tourist influx surges

Manali,Agency: Tourists from across the country, including Punjab,
Chandigarh and Haryana, are flocking to Himachal Pradesh to celebrate
the New Year, hoping to catch a glimpse of snowfall in popular destina-
tions like Shimla and Manali. The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has predicted snowfall in several parts of the state, including
Shimla's higher reaches, Lahaul Spiti, Chamba, Kinnaur, Kullu, and
Kangra, making it a perfect setting for a 'white New Year'.Kullu district is
expected to receive good snowfall from the night of December 30 to
December 31, with the possibility of snowfall continuing in the upper
mountains on January 1 and 2.The tourist season is currently at its peak,
with thousands of vehicles arriving daily in Shimla and Manali.
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