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Malaysian diaspora gears up for tryst with PM Modi

KUALA LUMPUR,
Agency: The stage is set for
PM Narendra Modi to once
again showcase India's soft
power on the global stage.
This time round it's Malaysia,
on Feb 7, as thousands of
Indian diaspora members will
be waiting to see and hear
Modi.

Adding to the excitement is
the murmur of Malaysia's

prime minister Anwar
Ibrahim joining Modi at the
event. For Anwar, the

Thaipusam festival which is
largely an occasion to assert
Indians' cultural and political
identity, Modi's visit, and
address to the Indian diaspo-
ra, could all blend together to
provide some sort of firm
ground in changing electoral
scenarios.

Further, with Chinese New
Year celebrations also round
the corner, and the Dragon
Dance as one of the elements

of the cultural extravaganza,
the opportunity for affirming
India's image as the unifier in
the Global South is huge.
Around 15,000 Indians,
including 'Malay Indians' as
PM Modi had referred to them
in his last community address
in 2015, and expatriates, will
gather at MINES
International Exhibition &

Convention Centre (MIECC)
in Kuala Lumpur to listen to
Modi. More than 60 Indian
community organizations and
NGOs in Malaysia have come
together to form the
*Selamatdatangmodiji' event.

Talking to media, Nabhesh
Khanna, director of MI
Cultural Events, which is
supervising the event, said,

"The event has been conceptu-
alised in such a way that it will
highlight the unity and diver-
sity of  Indians and
Malaysians; reminding that
our bonds transcend bound-
aries and are rooted in every-
day culture, lives."

Malaysia Hindu Dharma
Maamandram, a Hindu NGO
with 40 branches across
Malaysia, has reached out to
various temples in the country
for participating in the grand
event. Rishi Kumar Vadivelu,
head of the NGO said, "Modiji
has brought our culture, tradi-
tion, our roots, in the interna-
tional arena. He has been pro-

moting Thiruvalluvar, the
great philosopher."”
Pradip Batra, head of

OFBJP in Malaysia, said, "The
excitement is huge. Senior
BJP functionaries have
already reached here for
preparations and everyone is
working to make this event a
grand success."

NEW DELHI, Agency:
S w a m i
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati on Friday asked
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath to stop beef
exports from the state and
declare the cow as 'Rajya
Mata'. He stated that such
steps would prove the chief
minister's commitment as a
"Hindu sympathiser".

The remarks come amid
an ongoing controversy after
the seer was allegedly pre-

vented from taking a holy dip

Magh Mela row: Seer ups the ante; asks CM
Yogi to prove he is 'Hindu sympathiser'
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at the Sangam during the
Magh Mela in Prayagraj ear-
lier this month. Speaking to
reporters in Varanasi, Swami
Avimukteshwaranand said
that he had staged a sit-in
protest for 11 days after the
incident but left the Magh
Mela ground last Wednesday
"with a heavy heart".

"When I sat there for 11
days, no official asked me to
take a dip. Now it is too late.
I will go to the Magh Mela
next year and take a respect-
ful bath," he said.

Operation Trashi-I Day 14: Security forces 're- Auditions for Forever Miss India Grand Finale Season 6 have begun

Fourteen finalists will be selected from every cityacross India for the global- level beauty pageant

establish' contact with terrorlsts in J&K's Dolgam

NEW DELHI, Agency: An
encounter broke out early
Saturday in Dolgam area of J&K,
after security forces re-estab-
lished contact with terrorists. The
area was cordoned off as
Operation Trashi-I entered day
14.

"During the ongoing joint
Operation TRASHI-I, contact
with terrorists was re-established
in the early hours of 31 Jan 2026,
in the general area of Dolgam by
troops of White Knight Corps,
Jammu & Kashmir Police and and
CRPE."

Giving further but brief details
it added, "Intelligence from all
sources had been coordinated to
provide inputs to execute the
operation on ground. A cordon
has been established and opera-
tions are in progress."

This comes just hours after
anti-terror operation intensified
in the Kishtwar district of Jammu
and Kashmir against three Jaish

Mandates free sanitary pads distri-
bution, separate toilets in schools
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terrorists. The operation in the
Chatroo area of Kishtwar also
resulted in the continued suspen-
sion of internet services.
Connectivity was been cut in
areas within a six-kilometre
radius, including Singpura,
Arigam, Dwathar and Naidgam.
The shutdown, in place since
January 23, was extended until
Friday at 11.59 pm, according to
an order issued by the Jammu
and Kashmir home department.

DB Reporter:Jaipur /
Auditions for the Forever
Miss India Grand Finale
Season 6, to be held under
the banner of Forever Star
India, one of India’s most
prestigious platforms in the
beauty pageant industry,
have officially begun. For
Miss India Grand Finale
Season 6, 14 finalists will be
selected from every city
across India. The auditions
will be conducted by the
experienced jury members
of Forever Star India.
International-level fashion
designers and makeup
artists will also be associat-
ed with the grand Miss
India event. The founder of
Forever Star India, Rajesh
Agrawal, informed that all
information related to the
Miss India pageant is avail-
able on the official website
of Forever Star India,
www.fsia.in. The Miss India

Grand Finale Season 5 was
held at Zee Studio, Jaipur,
where Dr. Srujana Devi
from Visakhapatnam won
the title of Miss Forever
Universe India 2025, and
Saartha Sameer Gore from
Mumbai won the title of
Miss Forever Universe

2025. Rajesh further stated
that Forever Miss India
stands apart and is success-
ful because, before partici-
pant registration, a Google
ID is created for each con-
testant. Digital experts of
Forever Star India continu-
ously work on a roadmap to
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keep these IDs ranked at
the top. Participants are
trained by Forever Star
India with such depth and
precision that they can con-
fidently move forward not
only in glamour and fashion
but also in any other profes-
sional field.

Real estate tycoon CJ Roy found dead
in office; police suspect suicide

Bengaluru, Agency: CJ

NEW DELHI,
Agency: The Supreme
Court on Friday ruled that
the right to menstrual
hygiene is an integral part
of the right to life and the
right to privacy under
Article 21 of  the
Constitution.

The top court has issued
a series of binding direc-
tions to states, Union
Territories and schools to
ensure dignity, health and

It also ordered authori-
ties to ensure separate toi-
lets for female and male
students, along with dis-
ability-friendly toilets, in
every school.

The apex body made it
clear that the compliance
would be mandatory for

both government and pri-
vate institutions. It warned
that private schools could
face derecognition if they
fail to provide separate toi-

equality for girls and

women. states and Union
The order was given by Territories to provide
the bench of Justices JB biodegradable sanitary

Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan. Pronouncing
its judgment on a plea seek-
ing free sanitary pads and

napkins free of cost to girl
students in all schools.

issue, we want to say that

"Before parting with the

meant for classrooms where
girls hesitate to ask for help.
It is for teachers who want
to help but are not able to
due to the lack of resources.
Progress is measured by
how we protect the vulnera-

lets for girls and boys or do
not ensure access to free
sanitary pads for students.
The bench said that
access to menstrual
hygiene is not a matter of
charity or policy discretion,
but a constitutional entitle-

adequate sanitation facili- this pronouncement is not ble", Justice Pardiwala ment flowing from the right
ties for schoolgirls, the just for stakeholders of the observed before parting to live with dignity and
apex court directed all legal system. It is also with the judgment. bodily autonomy.

Roy, founder and chairman of
real estate firm Confident
Group, was found dead at his
office in Bengaluru following
ongoing Income Tax raids,
officials said on Friday.
Bengaluru City police
commissioner Seemanth
Kumar Singh said Roy died
from self-inflicted bullet
injuries."An incident
occurred today within the limits
of Ashok Nagar police station,
where the chairman of the
Confident Group (Roy) shot him-
self. The SOCO (Scene of Crime
Officer) team and the FSL team
are investigating the matter. Roy
was immediately taken to a near-
by hospital, where he was
declared dead," Singh told news
agency media. He added, "The
Income Tax team had been
searching his premises for the
past 2-3 days. A team from Kerala
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had also come. The police are in
contact with the family members,
who are currently not in India and
are arriving by flight today. As of
now, it appears to be a case of sui-
cide. According to preliminary
information, an IT raid had been
going on for the past two days.
There had been raids before as
well. We are yet to have the details
of that." Further investigation
into the case is underway.
Chiriankandath Joseph Roy was
born in Kerala and raised in
Bengaluru.

'Lowrisk, travel curbs not needed' WHO assesses Nipah virus cases in India

NEW DELHI, Agency:
The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
sought to reassure the public
over India's latest Nipah virus
outbreak, saying the risk of
spread remains "low" and that
there is no need for travel or
trade restrictions following
the confirmation of two cases
in West Bengal.

The cases were reported
from North 24 Parganas dis-
trict, an area that has seen
Nipah outbreaks in the past.

Both patients are 25-year-
old nurses-a woman and a
man-working at the same pri-
vate hospital in Barasat. They
developed initial symptoms in
the last week of December

2025, which rapidly pro-
gressed to neurological com-

plications. The two were
placed in isolation in early
January.In an update shared
on its website, following con-
firmation of the cases, WHO

said an extensive public
health response was activat-
ed. Authorities identified,
traced, monitored, and tested
196 contacts linked to the two
patients. All contacts were
asymptomatic and tested neg-

ative for Nipah virus infec-
tion. As of 27 January, no
additional cases were been
detected. " The likelihood of
spread to other Indian states
or internationally is consid-
ered low." WHO assessed the
risk at the sub-national level
in West Bengal as moderate
due to the presence of fruit
bat reservoirs in border areas
and the possibility of sporadic
spillover. = However, the
agency said the national,
regional, and global risk
remains low.

"Based on current evi-
dence, WHO does not recom-
mend any travel or trade
restrictions," said the agency.

The national government

deployed an outbreak
response team to West Bengal
to work closely with state
authorities. Enhanced sur-
veillance, laboratory testing,
infection prevention and con-
trol measures, and field inves-
tigations are underway. WHO
said coordinated efforts
between central and state
health teams have enabled
timely containment of the
outbreak.

"Nipah virus is a zoonotic
disease transmitted mainly
from bats to humans, some-
times through contaminated
food or close contact. With no
licensed vaccine or treatment

currently available, early
detection, supportive care,
- .

and strong infection preven-
tion measures remain essen-
tial," said WHO on it's web-
site. Historically, Nipah out-
breaks in the WHO South-
East Asia Region have been
limited to Bangladesh and
India, occurring sporadically
or in small clusters. Human-
to-human transmission is
rare and usually confined to
health-care settings or close
family contacts, with no
known instances of interna-
tional spread through travel.

This is the seventh docu-
mented Nipah outbreak in
India and the third in West
Bengal, following earlier out-
breaks in Siliguri in 2001 and
Nadia in 2007.



