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Mizoram Tourism: Over 22,000 ILPs issuedin the lastfour months
Touristintlowincreases after the opening of Sairang station

New Delhi,Agency: More
than 22,000 Inner Line Permits
(ILPs) have been issued since the
inauguration of the Bairabi-
Sairang railway line in Mizoram,
police said.

Since the Bairabi-Sairang rail-
way line was inaugurated in
September last year, more than
22,000 Inner Line Permits (ILPs)
have been issued at the Sairang
railway station. A police officer
posted at the ILP counter at
Sairang station said that a total of
20,914 ILPs were issued to
tourists, businessmen and
migrant workers from September
13, 2025, after the railway line's
inauguration, until the end of last
year.An additional 1,517 ILPs
were issued between January 1
and 8, bringing the total to
22,431. He added that on average,

around 100-200 ILPs are issued
every time a train arrives at the
station. "Typically, two trains
arrive daily,"

The people who came in
October and November were
tourists

He said most visitors, especial-
ly in October and November,
were tourists, while the December

influx was dominated by migrant
workers and traders.

However, on some occasions,
violators were apprehended who
tried to escape from the police
station.

Some beggars were also
traced, who were immediately
sent back to their native villages.
Tourists generally come from var-

ious states, including Delhi, West
Bengal, and southern states, with
the largest number coming from
neighboring Assam.The police
admitted they are facing a severe
staff shortage, as they are cur-
rently performing the duties of
the Government Railway Police
(GRP) in addition to maintaining
law and order and managing ILP
verification. Speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, the officer
said, "Although the GRP hasn't
been formally notified yet, we still
perform their duties, including
traffic and parking control. The
staff shortage is a challenge, espe-
cially when 1,500-2,000 passen-
gers arrive at a time." Currently,
the station has 20 policemen, who
sometimes work until 2 a.m. due
to train delays and return to duty
at7 a.m.

Commissiondeclares public hol-
iday onJan1afor civic pollveting

New Delhi,Agency: Ahead of the
Maharashtra civic polls, the State Election
Commission on Friday announced a public
holiday for January 15 in areas under 29
municipal corporations where polling will
be held. The public holiday will be applica-
ble to government and semi-government
offices, corporations, boards, public under-
takings, banks and central government
offices within the jurisdiction of the civic
bodies, news agency reported. The commis-
sion also informed that preparations related
to the polls, including the readiness of EVMs
(electronic voting machines), have been
completed. It urged citizens to take part in
the democratic process. State election com-
missioner Dinesh Waghmare reportedly
issued instructions that an adequate num-
ber of polling and counting personnel
should be appointed along with proper
training.

Mahua Moitra carried hy cops outside AmitShah's SeveralcourtsinOdishahave been put

onhighalertafterreceiving threatening

New Delhi,Agency: A
political controversy erupt-
ed over Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raids on
the office and residence of
Indian Political Action
Committee (I-PAC) chief
Pratik Jain in Kolkata, spilt
over to the national capital
on Friday as several
Trinamool Congress leaders
protested outside Home
Minister Amit Shah’s office
in Delhi.

As the protest blew up,
cops also got involved and
TMC MP Mahua Moitra
was seen being carried by

police personnel while
being detained. “Shame
shame shame!”, vyelled

Moitra as she condemned
the police action and vowed
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that her party would win
the upcoming Assembly
elections in West Bengal.
The Trinamool MP
accused Amit Shah of using
the ED as "lootera" to gain
access of the party's infor-
mation ahead of elections.
"Bengal me hum jeetenge
chahe ye jo bhi kar len (We
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will win in Bengal no matter
what they do)," Moitra was
heard saying a clip shared
by news agency

Not only Moitra, TMC
MP Derek O'Brien was also
detained by the Delhi Police
during the protests.

The TMC members'
protest came a day after a

dramatic showdown
between Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee and
the ED over the central
probe agency's raids at the
I-PAC chief's premises.

According to Banerjee,
Pratik Jain is the head of
TMC's IT Cell, and she
alleged that the ED raids
were an attempt to procure
important documents and
data of the Trinamool
Congress ahead of elections
in Bengal.

"They (ED) were confis-
cating my party’s docu-
ments and hard disks,
which has details about our
candidates for the assembly
polls. T have brought those
back,” was reportedly said
on Thursday after she
turned up at Jain's premis-

Odisha,Agency: 'Several
courts in Odisha were put on
high alert after receiving anony-
mous  threatening  emails.
Security agencies responded
immediately, intensifying inves-
tigations, and deployed special
teams to prevent any untoward
incidents.

Khilari Rishikesh Gyandev
said on Thursday that special
bomb disposal squads, search
teams, and additional security
teams have been deployed as per
standard operating procedures.
He said, "A tip-off was received
from a security perspective, and
since this is a sensitive matter,
standard security drills are being
carried out as per protocol to
thoroughly check the premises.
Security agencies are continuing
inspections as part of the drill."
He further said that inspections
are ongoing and officials are

assessing the threat, so further
information is awaited. Police is
investigating — Director General
of Police Director General of
Police Yogesh Bahadur Khurana
said police have taken cog-
nizance of the anonymous
threatening email received yes-
terday and have launched a thor-
ough investigation. "As a precau-
tionary measure, police surveil-
lance and security arrangements
have been strengthened at all rel-
evant locations. The situation is
being closely monitored," he
said. He urged the public not to
panic and requested cooperation.

Upon receiving the email,
staff and others were immediate-
ly evacuated from the High Court
and District Court premises for
inspection. The threat created an
atmosphere of alert in the courts,
and advocates raised security
concerns.

Copdiesbhysuicideatstation Nopersonal ohjectiontomergerof2NCPs, but
decision must be collective: Sunil Tatkare

Shivamogga,Agency: A
police head constable has died by
suicide at a police station, leaving
behind a death note accusing a
colleague of harassment.
Muhammad Zakriya, 55, head
constable attached to the city traf-
fic police station (west), was
found dead at the station's back-
yard in the early hours on
Thursday. After taking some day's
of leave, he had resumed duty two
days ago, police said.

According to sources, Zakriya
performed  duties at the
Shivamogga private bus terminal
on Wednesday night and returned
to the station. SP B Nikhil visited
the spot. Zakriya's death note
accused a colleague of mental
harassment and spreading false
information about him. The note
read: "I've served the dept with
dedication for 26 years. A fellow
staff member harassed me for the
past year, created conflicts, and
spread false information. This
caused me mental distress and

health issues."

Zakriya also mentioned that he
had shared his concerns with col-
leagues and seniors, but to no
avail. Police are awaiting a com-
plaint from Zakriya's family to
proceed with the investigation.

Nikhil told reporters the
deceased cop mentioned harass-
ment in the death note. "We will
probe the charges," he added. The
native of Shivamogga and is sur-
vived by wife and two children.

Teen ends life in Nanjangud

A teenage girl, allegedly dis-
tressed by harassment from a boy
who allegedly persistently pur-
sued her for love, has taken her
life in Nanjangud.

According to the girl's father,
Divya, 17, was troubled by a boy's
behaviour, which forced her to
end her life at her home in
Neelakantha Nagar in Nanjangud
on Jan 6. Police said she was
allegedly harassed by Aditya.
Divya was I PU student at a govt
college in the town.

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
Agency: NCP state president Sunil
Tatkare on Thursday said he had no
personal objection to a possible merg-
er decision of the two NCP factions,
but added any such move would have
to be taken collectively by the party
brass.

His statement came against the
backdrop of the two NCPs forming an
alliance for municipal corporation
elections in some places.

Tatkare said the decision to align
with NDA had been discussed within
the party for several years, but was
repeatedly deferred. "Eventually, we
did decide to go with NDA. We faced
criticism then, and continue to do so
even today. Therefore, if a merger
decision is taken in future, it too will
have to be a collective one. I have no
personal opposition to it," he said
while interacting with reporters in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar on
Thursday.

Referring to Sharad Pawar,
Tatkare said he was not in a position

to advise whether the semor politician
should join NDA or not. "I know my
limitations. We have already decided
to remain with NDA, and we are firm
on that stand," he said.

Talking about the ongoing local
body elections, Tatkare said both fac-
tions of NCP are contesting together
in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad,
bringing cheer to party workers who
had worked together for years.
However, he clarified that deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar's recent

11-year-old heroically saves sister from leopard in Sangli

Kolhapur,Agency: An 11-year-
old boy saved his younger sister's life
after a leopard pounced on her at
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Upwale village, in Sangli's Shirala

tehsil, on Wednesday night.

The girl, who was wearing a
sweater and a cap, sustained minor
injuries and was taken to the sub-

district hospital in Shirala.

As per the forest department per-
Sangram Patil's family
resides near the Hanuman temple in
Upwale. On Wednesday, around
after finishing dinner,

11-year-old
nine-year-old
Swaranjali — were strolling in front
of their house holding hands. A leop-
ard, hiding next to the house, sud-
denly pounced on Swaranjali and

sonnel,

8.30pm,
Patil's
Shivam

children —
and
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hand

caught her by the neck. As the ani-

mal started pulling Swaranjali, her
slipped from Shivam's.
Thinking quickly, Shivam grabbed
onto his sister's legs. Though the
leopard tried to drag the girl away,
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the children's mother,
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Shivam did not let go. Meanwhile,
Swapnali
Patil, ran out to the spot and started
screaming to raise an alarm. As peo-
ple rushed in to help, the leopard

loosened its grip and fled into the
darkness.

Forest officials said that as

y Swaranjali was wearing a thick

¥ sweater and a cap, the leopard's

teeth did not penetrate her neck.
Forest department officials have
been deployed in Upwale to trap the
leopard. A similar leopard attack
had taken place here a year ago.
Forest ranger Anil Waze, of the
Shirala range, said, "Our team has
been deployed in the Upwale village.
Pugmarks of the leopard were found
at the spot. Fortunately, the little girl
was saved, and she suffered minor
wounds to her hand, neck, and back.
We request all people here to stay
alert and not allow their children to
venture out of their homes at night."

remarks about a merger were limited
only to Pimpri Chinchwad. "I have not
heard him making such statements
elsewhere. Therefore, those remarks
cannot be given a general interpreta-
tion," Tatkare said.

He added no discussion has, so far,
been held with him in his capacity as
state president of the party regarding
a merger. "Ajit Pawar is the national
president of the party, and he is enti-
tled to articulate his views. However,
at present, this issue is confined to
Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad,"
Tatkare said.

Tatkare also dismissed claims
made by Shiv Sena minister Sanjay
Shirsat that Sharad Pawar would join
NDA. "Usually, he presents his views
appropriately, but sometimes he
slips," Tatkare said.

Addressing questions on the
party's electoral strategy, Tatkare said
NCP is not contesting elections to fill
any political vacuum left by oppo-
nents.

Fourcolliege students
killedinroadaccident

New Delhi,Agency: Four col-
lege students were killed and another
student was seriously injured when a
sports car they were travelling in
rammed into a tree at Mirzaguda
near Mokila in Ranga Reddy on the
outskirts of Hyderabad in the early
hours of Thursday, the police said.
The deceased were identified as:
Kargayala Sumith (20), Sri Nikhil
(20), Devala Surya Teja (20) - all stu-
dents of Bachelor of Business
Administration from ICFAI Business
School (IBS) and Balmuri Rohith
(18), an engineering student from
Mahatma Gandhi Institute of
Technology.



