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Haryanacops claimstrong Ill'ﬂﬂl tonailcoachinshooter POGSO case

New Delhi,Agency: A sen-
ior Haryana Police officer who is
part of the probe into the sexual
assault allegations levelled by a
national-level minor shooter

against her coach, Ankush
Bhardwaj, on Saturday said
investigators had gathered

strong evidence against the
accused.

“We have collected several
strong pieces of evidence,
including CCTV footage from the
Faridabad hotel where the
alleged incident took place as
well as mobile phone location
data of both the accused and the
victim. We have also spoken to
the hotel staff,” said the police
officer.

Bhardwaj, who remains
absconding, was booked under
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act on
January 6 for allegedly sexually
assaulting the 17-year-old shoot-
er he was mentoring.

Another senior police officer
said three teams—two from the
crime unit and one from the
Faridabad women police sta-
tion—were conducting raids to
arrest the accused. He said a
dedicated team was also camp-
ing in Mohali, where Bhardwayj
had been residing. Meanwhile,
the Haryana State Commission
for Women took cognisance of
the case on Friday. Terming it
“extremely sensitive”, commis-
sion chairperson Renu Bhatia
wrote to the Faridabad Police
Commissioner, seeking a thor-
ough and time-bound investiga-
tion. “The case should be investi-
gated by a dedicated police offi-
cer and a detailed report should
be submitted to the commission
within a stipulated timeframe,”
read the letter.The FIR, based on
allegations of sexual assault of
the 17-year-old national-level
shooter, was registered at the
women police station, NIT,

L™ /f
Faridabad, on January 6.
Following this, the coach was
suspended from his role by the
national shooting federation.
According to the complaint, the
alleged incident took place on
December 16, 2025, during the
shooter’s participation in a
national-level championship at
Dr Karni Singh Shooting Ranges
in south Delhi. The victim has
been into the sport since 2007
and came in touch with
Bhardwaj, who was a coach of
the Indian shooting team, in

August 2025. The victim alleged
that the coach first asked her to
meet him in the lobby of a hotel
in the Surajkund area of
Faridabad to analyse her match
performance. However, she
alleged that upon her arrival, he
coerced her into his room on the
pretext that a “more focused dis-
cussion was required” and sexu-
ally assaulted her. The victim
alleged that the coach threat-
ened to ruin her sporting career
and harm her family if she dis-
closed the incident. She said she
remained silent for several days
before narrating the ordeal to
her mother on January 6, after
which the FIR was registered. A
case has been registered under
Section 6 of the POCSO Act and
Section 351(2) of the BNS. “The
accused is absconding and our
three teams are on the job to
arrest him,” said Faridabad
police spokesperson Yashpal
Yadav.

Telangana hans Almont-Kid
Syrup afteralertiromCDSCO'

New Delhi,Agency: The Telangana
Drugs Control Administration on Saturday
issued an urgent advisory directing the
immediate discontinuation of Almont-Kid
Syrup, a medicine commonly prescribed to
treat allergies, hay fever, and asthma in chil-
dren, after it was allegedly found adulterat-
ed with ethylene glycol, a highly toxic sub-
stance.

In a notification, the DCA said it received
an alert from the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation, East Zone, Kolkata,
based on a laboratory report that declared
the syrup, containing levocetirizine dihy-
drochloride and montelukast sodium, as
adulterated. “In light of the above, the pub-
lic is hereby strongly advised to immediately
stop using the above syrup, if in possession,
and report the same to the nearest Drugs
Control Authority without delay,” the DCA
said. The public may also report possession
of the product directly to the Drugs Control
Administration, Telangana, through the toll-
free number provided, it added.

Mahayutilikelyto promise RS
ol mterest-free laﬂl(l |0&IIIS

Bengaluru,Agency:
The govt has directed
Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL) to
modify its recently intro-
duced parking and pick-up
regulations at Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA),
asking that vehicles be
allowed to come up to the
arrival gates to reduce hard-
ship for passengers.

The decision was taken
on Friday following a visit
by chief secretary Shalini
Rajneesh, after widespread
complaints from passengers
and taxi operators over long
walking distances and
restricted vehicle access.

While broadly accepting
BIAL's justification for the
new parking system, the
govt intervened on what it
termed "specific" issues,
including passengers being

Hyderahad shocker: Woman poisons 11-month-
oldsonhefore suicide; faced marital disputes

forced to walk long dis-
tances to reach parked vehi-
cles, restrictions on yellow-
board taxis, and the reduc-

tion of bus bays. "On
Friday... it was decided that
BIAL will make modifica-
tions to the existing parking
rules to ease the troubles of
passengers. The modifica-
tions will have to be com-
pleted within one week," an
official said.

Shalini told MEDIA:
"The state govt is satisfied

with the resolution of BIAL
and has agreed to certain
modifications based on our
mutual discussions.
Specifically, while agreeing
to have passengers' private
vehicles parked in P4, the
vehicles should come to the
arrival gates and passengers
should not be walking all
the way to the parking lot."

BIAL had earlier defend-
ed its decision to restrict
vehicles from arrival gates,
stating it was aimed at

reducmg "artificial conges-
tion". According to the air-
port operator, nearly 100
cars were entering the
arrival area at a time and
taking up to 10 minutes to
clear after picking up pas-
sengers.

On passenger facilita-
tion, Shalini said the govt
has also asked Karnataka
State Tourism Development
Corporation (KSTDC) to
operationalise the help desk
at Terminal 1. "The help
desk at T1 was not opera-
tional on account of renova-
tions," she explained.
Addressing concerns raised
by yellow-board vehicle
operators and taxi drivers,
the chief secretary said the
matter was discussed, with
instructions given to
KSTDC to simplify the reg-
istration process.

Hydroponic ganjaworth 13 crore
seized fromflyeratRGIAin Ilmleraba

Hyderabad, Agency: Customs
officials at Rajiv Gandhi International |
Airport (RGIA) foiled a narcotics
smuggling bid late Thursday, seizing
12.95kg of high-grade hydroponic
ganja valued at 12.95 crore. Acting on
specific intelligence, the air intelli-
gence unit (AIU) of the customs
department intercepted a man, who

The

Mumbai,Agency:
Mahayuti is likely to announce a
Rs 5 lakh interest free loan to ben-

eficiaries of the Ladki Bahin
Scheme to help them start a micro
enterprise, said sources. Open
spaces across Mumbai will be
exclusively maintained by the
BMC with no private participation
are some of the major promises to
be announced in the Mahayuti
manifesto.

The manifesto will be released
on Sunday jointly by CM
Devendra Fadnavis and Dy CM

Eknath Shinde. Sources said
amongst the major announce-
ments are completion of all roads
in cement concrete with utility
corridor, a Rs 17,000 crore budg-
etary provision for envt and set-
ting up of an Envt Protection
Authority on the lines of Tree
Authority, an innovation hub and
use of AT and digital platforms to
increase transparency in adminis-
tration. BJP city chief Ameet
Satam said the manifesto has
been prepared after seeking opin-
ion from Mumbaikars.

NinponPaintindia
d plansRs 200 crore

Chennai,Agency: Nippon Paint
India, part of NIPSEA Group — a sub-
sidiary of Nippon Paint Holdings of
Japan, is investing Rs 200 crore. The
company is also expanding into new
markets in the country.

"In terms of special projects, which
include creating capacities in our

Hydrabad,Agency: A 27-
year-old woman in Hyderabad
allegedly poisoned her 11-month-
old son before dying by suicide at
her home near Meerpet on Friday,
police said.

Authorities said the woman,
identified as Sushmitha, had been
facing marital disputes with her
husband, Yashwanth Reddy.

According to police, she
allegedly administered poison to
her son, Ashwanth Nandan

Reddy, and subsequently ended
her own life.

Sushmitha’s mother, Lalitha,
50, discovered the deaths and
reportedly attempted suicide. She
is now receiving treatment at a
local hospital.

Bitha Sanjeeva Reddy,
Sushmitha’s uncle, filed a com-
plaint following the incident.
Police have registered a case and
are investiating the circumstances
surrounding the deaths.

arrived from Bangkok on an AirAsia
flight (FD118) which landed at
11.12pm on Jan 8. On searching his
checked-in baggage, officials found 13
vacuum-sealed packs concealed under
the false base in a suitcase. Field test-
ing confirmed the substance as premi-
um hydroponically grown cannabis,
having high market value for its
potency. The passenger, whose identi-
ty has been withheld, was arrested
and a local court remanded him to
judicial custody on Friday. Customs
investigators are analysing his call
records and travel itineraries to trace
his accomplices and funding channels.
Hyderabad customs commissioner C

Shashidhar Rao apprec1ated the ATU
team, saying that enhanced profiling
and surveillance at the airport have
resulted in several sizeable seizures of
contraband and electronic items in
recent months. Earlier, on Nov 11,
2025, customs officials intercepted
4.3kg of hydroponic weed worth 4
crore from another passenger who
arrived from Bangkok. In a separate
case on the same day, they confiscated
high-end electronics, including 65
iPhones, 20 Apple Watches and eight
drones, among other gadgets, worth
71.7 lakh from two passengers arriving
from Abu Dhabi.

existing plants, adding more factories,
acquiring new companies or factories,
we are looking at an excess of Rs 200
crore of investments within the next
12 months to 18 months. In addition
to our existing facilities, we are
adding two factories in the north,
which are brownfield expansions,”
Sharad Malhotra, managing director,
Nippon Paint India told reporters
here on Friday. With seven manufac-
turing plants across the country, the
company is looking to step up invest-
ments to expand beyond its tradition-
ally strong southern markets and
strengthen its pan-India distribution
footprint.

72 species of butterflies and moths at Anna University

Chennai,Agency: In the mid-
dle of the city's dense concrete land-
scape, 72 species of butterflies and
moths found refuge in the greenery
inside the Anna University campus.

A six-month survey conducted at
the campus recorded 72 species
belonging to 13 families and 59 gen-
era, making it one of the more
diverse insect inventories docu-
mented within the city.

The study carried out by the
National Centre for Sustainable
Coastal Management (NCSCM)
recorded the Nymphalidae family,
commonly known as brush-footed
or four-footed butterflies, as the
most dominant group, with 23

species accounting for nearly 32% of
total relative abundance. This was
followed by Erebidae (moths) with
10 species, Pieridae (whites and yel-
lows) with 9 species, Papilionidae
(swallowtails) with 6 species,
Geometridae (loopers) with 5
species, and Crambidae (grass
moths) and Lycaenidae (blues) with
4 species each. Six other families
were represented by a single species.
The findings matter because butter-
flies are widely regarded as ecologi-
cal indicators, responding quickly to
changes in habitat quality, climate,
and vegetation.

"Despite the high level of urbani-
sation in the study area, 72 species of

Lepidoptera were recorded,” said S
Vijayan, corresponding author of the
study. "Due to their sensitivity to dif-
ferent seasons and climates, butter-
flies are considered ‘ecological indi-
cators'. They contribute to plant
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diversity by serving as effective polli-
nators.

A lot of fruit plants exist on the
campus, helping to maintain
Lepidoptera species diversity."

The study directly linked the
dominance of the Nymphalidae fam-
ily to the diversity and abundance of
host plants on campus. Species
recorded included the Common
tiger (Danaus genutia), Common
crow (Euploea core), and Lemon
pansy (Junonia lemonias). The pres-
ence of flowering plant families such
as Fabaceae (legume), Rutaceae (rue
or citrus), Euphorbiaceae (spurges),
Compositae (daisy), and Rubiaceae
(madder) was found to be closely

associated with higher butterfly
richness.

"The majority of the
Nymphalidae family members are
able to flourish in a range of envi-
ronments. Many species in this fam-
ily are very active and can fly well,
which may be useful for them while
scouting for resources over wide
stretches of the ground,” Vijayan
said.

However, the moths told a more
fragile story. The Erebidae family,
often abundant in less urbanised
areas, showed reduced diversity
within the metro setting, an effect
the study attributed to habitat loss
and host plant removal.



