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1000 years since Ghaznavi's attack onthe Somnath Temple

Destroyed multiple times by Muslim rulers, rebuilt by Sardar Patel; stories from destruction to restoration

New Delhi,Agency: The
Year 2026 is significant for
the Somnath Temple in
Gujarat for two reasons. It
marks 1,000 years since
Mahmud of Ghaznavi
attacked and destroyed the
temple in 1026. Meanwhile,
on May 11, 1951, the 75th
anniversary of the consecra-
tion of the rebuilt Somnath
Temple in independent India
has been celebrated. PM Modi
has named this the "Somnath
Swabhiman Parv."

5 reasons why
Somnath was attacked

Immense treasure in the
temple: The temple received
huge donations from Kkings,
traders and foreign travellers.

Close to the sea: Located
on the coast of Saurashtra in
Gujarat, it was considered the
gateway to western India.

Political symbolism:
Attacking a famous site con-

veyed the power and fear of
the invader.

Weak local power: In
Gujarat, outsiders took
advantage of weak power or
internal conflict.

Historical Fame: The
invaders knew that the attack
on the temple would be
recorded in history.

Opinion of historians...

Romila Thapar writes that
the attacks on the temple
were not religious but politi-
cal symbols.

RC Majumdar writes, the
biggest reason for the attack
on the temple was its wealth.

Satish Chandra wrote —
Capture of Somnath means
control over trade and power.

RS Sharma writes — When
the ruler is weak, temples
become the first target.

5 beliefs related to
Somnath Temple
1. The only Shiva shrine

associated with Chandradev
It is believed that Lord
Chandra (Soma) married 27
daughters of King Daksha
Prajapati, son of Lord
Brahma, but he loved only
Rohini. Angered by this,
Daksha cursed him with
tuberculosis (TB). The gods
brought Lord Chandra to
Somnath, where he per-
formed rigorous penance to

Shiva. Lord Shiva granted
him partial salvation. Shiva
became known as Somnath,
meaning Lord of the Moon.
This is why this temple is con-
sidered the only Shiva shrine
associated with the Moon.

2. No land for 6000 km to
the south The Somnath
Temple is located at 20.89° N
latitude and 70.40° E longi-
tude. The direction in which

the temple's spire faces is
called the "Illegible Latitude."
There is no landmass south of
Somnath for approximately
6,000 km. However, there are
small islands running east
and west. The pillar in the
temple complex bears an
inscription in  Sanskrit
(Asamudrant Dakshin Dhruv
Paryanta Abadhrit Jyotir
Marg) on ??one side and in
English on the other. It reads:
"There is no obstruction in a
straight line from this point to
the South Pole."

3. The waves do not reach
the seashore, the sanctuary

The Somnath Temple is
located on the shores of the
Arabian Sea, yet for centuries,
the ocean waves have never
touched the sanctum sancto-
rum. It is believed that this is
a blessing from Lord Shiva.
Local pundits say that even
today, the sea does not cross

the limits of Mahadev's digni-
ty.

4. Every time it breaks,
every time it's rebuilt

Claims of its destruction
and reconstruction vary.
Some historians say it was
destroyed seven times, others
17. But it was rebuilt in the
same location each time.
Therefore, it is said that this is
the only temple that has risen
from the ashes every time.

5. Looted gates, differences
in history

Ghaznavi looted the san-
dalwood doors of the
Somnath temple and took
them to Ghazni (Afghanistan)
and installed them in a
mosque. In 1951, through the
efforts of President Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, the doors
were brought back to India
and installed in Somnath.

WestBengal SIR: EC appoints4 specialrollobservers ‘Desperate, politicallymotivated

New Delhi,Agency:

The

the ongoing SIR in the state, alleging

Suvendu Adhikari writes to EC; rejects

Election Commission has appointed
four additional special roll observers
for West Bengal to bolster oversight of
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in the
state, according to a notification.

The appointees are Ratan Biswas,
Vikas Singh, Sandeep Rewaji Rathod
and Dr Shailesh.

"The SROs will closely monitor the
revision and verification exercises and
ensure strict adherence to statutory
instructions,” an official was quoted
as saying by PTI.

"The SROs were appointed to
ensure transparency, accuracy, and
uniform implementation of instruc-
tions related to electoral rolls. They
will independently review the process
on the ground and flag any deviations
for immediate corrective action,” he
added.

In addition to the SROs, the
Election Commission has deployed
observers at various levels to monitor
the Special Intensive Revision exer-
cise. The official said the move aims to

strengthen public confidence in the
integrity of the electoral rolls. The
appointments take effect immediately
and will remain in force until further
orders, the notification read.

The revision drive has been ongo-
ing in West Bengal for more than two
months, causing confusion among cit-
izens and placing extreme pressure on
field staff. Several BLOs have report-
edly died from health complications
or suicide, attributed to the increased
workload.

Meanwhile, West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee criticised

that a process meant to be construc-
tive has already led to 77 deaths and
left several others hospitalised.

"It is shocking that an exercise
which should have been constructive
and productive has already seen 77
deaths with 4 attempts to suicide and
17 persons falling sick and necessitat-
ing hospitalisation," she wrote in her
letter to the Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.

Mamata Banerjee also criticised
the Election Commission, saying the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision is
putting citizens under undue pressure
and scrutiny.

She described the process as
“relentless harassment” of ordinary
people and emphasized that careful
human judgment is essential, as the
revision forms the foundation of
democracy and the constitutional
framework. Criticising the Election
Commission, the Chief Minister said
even the “elderly, infirm, and serious-
ly ill” are not being spared.

Mamata Banerjee’s allegations on SIR
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New Delhi,Agency: West
Bengal leader of opposition
Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday hit
out at chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, strongly rejecting her
allegations about the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls.

In a letter addressed to the
Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, Adhikari high-
lighted that Mamata Banerjee’s
letter to the EC “appears to be a
desperate and politically motivat-
ed attempt to derail the ongoing

Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise, which is a crucial step
toward ensuring free, fair, and
transparent elections in our
state.”

"This process, undertaken by
the Election Commission of India
(ECI) with utmost diligence, has
evidently exposed vulnerabilities
in the electoral rolls that threaten
the prospects of her Trinamool
Congress (TMC) party, prompting
such unfounded outbursts,"
Adhikari added.

iansmhorsitiomdteatlniovsLolce - Shaglow minister Priti Patel calls for UK inter-

Kolhapur,Agency: A 28-
year-old man and a 17-year-old
girl were found dead hanging
from a tree, from a single rope, in
a forest area roughly half a kilo-
metre away from the main road at
Tarsambale village in Kolhapur's
Radhanagari tehsil on Friday.

A case has been registered at
the Radhanagari police station,
and the police suspect the couple
ended their life because of prob-
lems in their love affair.

As per the Radhanagari police,
Gurunath Kamble, the police patil
of Tarsambale village, received a
phone call on Friday informing
him about the suicide.

When Gurunath went to the
spot to verify the information, he
spotted the bodies of a man and a
woman hanging from a rope in
the forest limits on the Dhamod-

Durgmanwad road.

The police patil immediately
informed the Radhanagari police
station, and within minutes, the
police reached the spot.

Inspector Santosh Gore said,
"Looking at the condition of the
bodies, it is estimated they died at
least three days ago.

A foul smell had spread in the
vicinity.

Medical officers from
Rashiwade primary health centre
arrived at the scene and per-
formed an autopsy on the bodies.
After that, we handed over the
bodies to the families of the
deceased for cremation.

Our primary suspicion is that
they might have ended their lives
due to problems in their love
affair. Further investigation is
ongoing."

New Delhi,Agency: UK shadow
foreign secretary Priti Patel has called
on the British government to inter-
vene in the "increase in violence" in
Bangladesh that has involved murders
of Hindus and use its influence to
bring about stability in the country.

The British Indian Opposition
Conservative MP posted her letter to
Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper on
social media on Friday, which also
calls upon the Labour Party govern-
ment to make a statement on the issue
in the House of Commons.

"The situation in Bangladesh is
very concerning. Religious freedoms
should be protected and the murders
of Hindus and persecution taking
place are wrong and must stop," said
Patel.

"The UK government must use its
influence and convening powers to
work to bring about stability in
Bangladesh and a future where reli-
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gious freedoms are protected and
Hindus as safe," she said.

In her letter to Cooper, the shadow
minister points to reports of at least
six Hindus being killed within an 18-
day period in recent weeks.

"This level of persecution and vio-
lence is unacceptable... Given the
increase in violence, can you advise
what steps have been taken over the
last year to monitor and make repre-
sentations?

"Given the wider political situation
in Bangladesh, what work is underway
with partners in the region to use our
diplomatic influence and convening
powers to bring about stability in
Bangladesh and respect and protec-
tions for minorities," she questions in
her letter.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) has con-
demned a "disturbing pattern" of
recurring attacks on minorities in
Bangladesh.

"We continue to witness a disturb-
ing pattern of recurring attacks on
minorities as well as their homes and
businesses by extremists. Such com-
munal incidents need to be dealt with
swiftly and firmly,"” MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said.

"We have observed a troubling ten-
dency to attribute such incidents to
personal rivalries, political differ-
ences, or extraneous reasons.

Social

New Delhi,Agency:
media platform X has admitted its
content moderation errors. The
company stated that it will strictly
prohibit the generation of obscene
images and comply with Indian
laws.

According to  government
sources, this decision was taken
after pornographic content went
viral. The platforms reported block-
ing over 3,500 pieces of content and
deleting over 600 accounts.

In fact, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi wrote to the IT
Minister on January 2nd regarding
the misuse of the AI ??chatbot Grok.
Subsequently, the central govern-

ment directed X that same day to
immediately remove the obscene
and vulgar content being created by
the AI ??app Grok, or face legal
action.

X said — India is a big market for
us

X, while announcing the action,
said that India is a major market for
them. The company said that it will
respect the regulations here. This
step will strengthen content moder-
ation.

Priyanka Chaturvedi said — X has
limited the content instead of stop-
ping it.

Rajya Sabha MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi posted another post on

the issue on X on Saturday, writing
that the social media platform X has
limited the generation of objection-
able and sexually suggestive images
through Grok to paid users only,
instead of completely blocking it.
They alleged that the move effec-
tively allows the unauthorized mis-
use of images of women and chil-
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dren, putting them at risk. They said
it was shameful that the platform
was monetizing reprehensible
behavior.

Earlier, X owner Elon Musk said
on January 3 that some people are
saying Grok is creating offensive
images, but that's like blaming a pen
for writing something bad. The pen
doesn't decide what gets written.
The person holding it does that.

Musk said that Grok works in a
similar way. What you get depends
largely on what you input into it.
Because the responsibility lies not
with the tool but with the person
using it. The issue was raised by a
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi had written a letter to IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnav on
January 2 over the misuse of Al
chatbot Grok.

Al's Grok feature is being mis-
used on social media, especially on
X. Some men are creating fake
accounts and posting photos of
women, asking the AI ??to make the
clothes look smaller or misrepresent
the images.

This isn't just limited to fake
accounts, but women who share
their own photos are also being tar-
geted. This is deeply wrong and a
serious misuse of Al.



