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Section17A of Prevention of ﬂlll‘l‘llllllﬂll Act:SGdelivers Slllll verdlct whatthe twojudges said

New Delhi,Agency: The
Supreme Court on Tuesday
pronounced a split verdict on
the constitutional validity of
Section 17A of Prevention of
Corruption Act that barred
the agencies from probing
corruption charges against
government officials without
the Centre’s permission.

A bench of Justices KV
Vishwanathan and
BVNagarathna differed on the
decision with the former
judge observing that the said
provision is constitutionally
valid and the latter holding it
as unconstitutional and
should be struck down.

Justice Nagarathna said
that no prior sanction should
be needed from competent
authority to prosecute a pub-
lic official, claiming that the
requirement of prior sanction
is contrary to the object of the
Act

"Section 17A is unconstitu-
tional and it ought to be
struck down. No prior

Ex-Rdmiral Prakash submits eligibility doc-

approval is required to be
taken. This provision is an
attempt to resurrect what has
been earlier struck down in
Vineet Narain and
Subramanian Swamy judg-
ments. The requirement of
prior sanction is contrary to
the object of the Act, and it
forecloses inquiry and pro-
tects the corrupt rather than
seeking to protect the honest
and those with integrity who
really do not require any pro-
tection," Justice Nagarathna
observed as quoted by Live
Law.

She added that corruption
in the country is rampant and
pervasive and there is a need
to have strong anti-corruption
law, claiming that section 17A
of Prevention of Corruption
Act protects a corrupt official.

Meanwhile, Justice K V
Viswanathan said that the
provision is valid but
Lokpal/Lokayuta should
decide whether a govt official
should be prosecuted or not.

he added that str1k1ng down
Section 17A would amount to
"throwing the baby out with
the bathwater".

"Section 17A is constitu-
tionally valid subject to the
condition that the sanction
must be decided by the Lok
Pal or the Lok Ayukta of the
State," Justice Viswanathan
observed.

He added that unless hon-
est and public servants are
shielded from frivolous inves-
tigations, a "policy paralysis"

will set in.

He also emphasised that a
fine balance has to be main-
tained between the need to
protect a public servant from
mala fide cases and the
importance of upholding pro-
bity in public offices.

He in his opinion reasoned
that object of Section 17A was
not to condone illegal acts but
to have a screening mecha-
nism.

“Bhagvad Geeta says for a
self-respecting man even

death is more preferable than
disrepute. In this age of tech-
nology and social media the
act of parading in court etc. is
irreversible even if proven
innocent later”, the judge
said.

The bench thus, ordered
referring the matter to the
Chief Justice of India. We
direct the Registry to refer the
matter to the Chief Justice of
India to constitute an appro-
priate bench to hear the mat-
ter afresh

This comes after 'Centre
for Public Interest Litigation'
filed a plea in the apex court,
claiming that introduction of
Section 17A in PC Act was
nothing but resurrection of
the earlier Section 6A of Delhi
Special Police Establishment
Act, infamously known as
‘single directive’ which man-
dated the CBI to take the
Centre’s sanction before prob-
ing joint secretary and above
level officers.

Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, representing CPIL,
had contended that Section
17A had become a tool to
shield corrupt officials and
obstruct legitimate inquiries.

What the law says

According to the Section
17A of the act, no police offi-
cer shall conduct any enquiry
or inquiry or investigation
into any offence alleged to
have been committed by a
public servant under this Act,
where the alleged offence is
relatable to any recommenda-
tion made or decision taken
by such public servant in dis-
charge of his official functions
or duties, without the previ-
ous approval

"Provided further that the
concerned authority shall
convey its decision under this
section within a period of
three months, which may, for
reasons to be recorded in
writing by such authority, be
extended by a further period
of one month," it adds.

Retailinflationinches upto 3-
monthhighof1.3%inDecemher

New Delhi,Agency: Former
Indian Navy chief Admiral Arun
Prakash (retired) on Monday report-
edly submitted all the necessary docu-
ments linking him to the electoral roll
from last special intensive revision
(SIR), paving the way for early resolu-
tion of the matter relating to the sys-
tem-driven notice issued to him after
all the fields in his enumeration form
(EF) pertaining to linkage with the
last SIR roll, were left blank.

"The documents were collected by
the competent field officer on Monday
and the matter will be settled, perhaps
by Tuesday, making the retired
Admiral and his wife eligible for inclu-
sion in the final electoral roll of
Cortalim assembly constituency (AC)
in Goa," an officer aware of the pro-
ceedings told media on Monday.

Similarly, a hearing due on Jan 16
on the notice served to Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen, an elector in Bolpur AC
of West Bengal, after the age of his
mother, with whom he was mapped in

the EF filled and submitted by his rel-
ative, was reportedly found to be less
than Sen's, is expected to sort out the
anomaly. A hearing will be held at
Sen's registered address at Shanti
Niketan, and the relative will have the
opportunity to correctly map Sen to
the SIR from the last roll, said an offi-
cer.

In a clarification issued in Admiral

Prakash's case on Monday, the
Cortalim ERO explained that his EF
was categorised as “unmapped” after
it was observed that the said EF did
not contain the mandatory particulars
relating to the previous SIR, including
the name of the elector, EPIC number,
name of the relative, name and num-
ber of the AC, part number, and serial
number in the electoral roll. "In the
absence of these essential identifica-
tion details, the BLO application was
unable to establish an automatic link-
age between the submitted EF and the
existing electoral roll database,” the
ERO said. Underlining that the BLO
application is designed to automati-
cally map EFs only when the pre-
scribed identification particulars are
duly filled in, the Cortalim ERO said
the blank fields in Prakash’s EF trig-
gered the system to categorise his EF
as “unmapped"”, mandating an auto-
generated notice for further verifica-
tion through a hearing mechanism.

New Delhi,Agency: Retail
inflation inched up to a three-
month high in Dec, led by narrow-
ing deflation in some food prices
and fading favourable base effect,
but remained below the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) tolerance
level for the fourth month in a
row.

Data released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO) on
Monday showed retail inflation,
as measured by the consumer
price index (CPI), rose an annual
1.3%, higher than the 0.7% in Nov
and below the 5.2% in Dec 2024.

Food inflation contracted 2.7%
in Dec and there is an increase of
120 basis points compared to
Nov. Rural inflation was at 0.8%
while urban was at 2% during
Dec.

Core inflation, which excludes
food and fuel, soared to a 28-
month high of 4.8% during the
month, up from 4.4% in Nov, led
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by a sharp splke in gold and silver
prices, which surged 69% and
97% year-onyear, respectively.
Excluding these metals, core
inflation moderated to 2.3% in
Dec.

The increase in overall infla-
tion and food inflation during Dec
was largely attributed to increase
in inflation of personal care and
effects, vegetables, meat and fish,
egg, spices and pulses and prod-
ucts. Personal care and effects,
which includes gold and silver,
rose 28.1% in Dec.

Mahacivicpolls: Vﬂlﬂ"“ﬂﬂ'ﬂsml“lﬂ"l!la"'ﬂ!lﬂ Gen-Zprotestsin 3 Asian nauons mustbe examined: Manish Tewari

New Delhi,Agency:
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Chhatrapati Sambhaji concerns, reports Mohammed

Nagar,Agency: The discovery of
several Aadhaar, PAN, and voter
identity cards in a garbage heap at
Savarkar Chowk in Jalna city
Sunday, barely three days ahead
of the municipal corporation elec-
tions in Maharashtra, has raised

Akhef. Officials said the model
code of conduct cell received a
complaint, stating that 17
Aadhaar cards, three, PAN cards,
and four voter ID cards - 24 in all
- were found discarded. An FIR
was lodged in the case.

Congress MP  Manish
Tewari said there should be
a deep study of the Gen-Z
protests that brought down
govts in three South Asian
countries in the last three
years to check if they were
organic movements arising
out of grievances.

Tewari said these move-
ments should be examined
for the critical difference
between autonomous agita-
tions over grievances, and
agitations driven by narra-
tives where grievances may
have been weaponised.
Though he did not point at
any country which could
have virtually carried out
coups in Asia in the name of
youth protests, his remark

suggested that suspicions
could not be simply
brushed off. Starting with
Sri Lanka, protests brought
down elected govts in Nepal
and Bangladesh — all in the
Indian neighbourhood.

The note of caution came
as Tewari spoke about the

turbulent contemporary
world, from Venezuela to
Bangladesh to Greenland to
Ukrainian invasion, at the
launch of his new book “A
World Adrift”. The book
was released by former for-
eign minister Yashwant
Sinha at IIC, and the gath-

Chidambaram, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, Vivek Tankha,
Mukul Wasnik, and a host
of foreign delegates, among
others.

As he spoke on raging
geopolitical issues, Tewari
dismissed the belief that
“India has lost Bangladesh”
after protests toppled the
Sheikh Hasina govt that set
in motion developments
which have increased the
friction between India and
Bangladesh. He said India
invested blood and treasure
in creating Bangladesh
under the leadership of
Indira Gandhi, and “that
reality is not lost on the
people of Bangladesh”.

Delhi CM dlstrlbutes Rs 25.25 crore scholarships to 1,709 students

New Delhi,Agency: Coinciding
with the birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Monday distributed
scholarships worth Rs 25.25 crore to
1,709 meritorious students from
economically weaker sections under
the Delhi Higher and Technical
Education Assistance Scheme.

Addressing the scholarship dis-
tribution programme at Thyagaraj
Stadium, Gupta said providing
financial assistance to students was
the Delhi government's investment
in their future and a step towards
strengthening the city's youth.

The event was attended by
Education Minister Ashish Sood,
senior officials of the Education
Department, vice chancellors of var-
ious universities, educationists and a
large number of students, according
to a statement.

The chief minister said that
scholarship amounts for the aca-
demic years 2023-24 and 2024-25

had been transferred directly to the education would remain pending in

bank accounts of eligible students
studying in universities across Delhi.
She also informed that a pending
scholarship amount of Rs 19 crore
from the previous government's
tenure had been released by the
present government, asserting that
no funds earmarked for students'

future.

Marking National Youth Day,
Gupta urged students to draw inspi-
ration from the thoughts and philos-
ophy of Swami Vivekananda and to
pursue their goals with dedication
and discipline.

She said the progress of the
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nation depended on the advance-
ment of its youth and highlighted
the role of young people in achieving
the goal of a developed India by
2047.

The chief minister also said that
national development was not possi-
ble through government policies
alone and required the collective
responsibility and active participa-
tion of citizens.

Speaking on the occasion, Sood
said the government was committed
to improving the education sector
and ensuring that students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds received
adequate support.

He said the government's
approach was guided by the princi-
ple of Antyodaya, aimed at ensuring
that benefits reached those at the
lowest rung of society. He said the
Narela Education City project, which
had remained stalled for several
years, was now being implemented.

He added that the project's budg-

et had been increased from Rs 500
crore to Rs 1,300 crore and would
include shared university campuses,
auditoriums, libraries, digital
libraries and ICT laboratories spread
across 160 acres.

The Education Minister said the
objective of the government was to
address challenges in the education
sector through policy measures and
effective implementation, adding
that education would play a key role
in shaping leadership for the future.

Meritorious students from eco-
nomically weaker sections who have
passed Class XII from Delhi schools
with at least 75 per cent marks and
meet the prescribed income criteria
are eligible for financial assistance
under the Delhi Higher and
Technical Education Assistance
Scheme, it said.

The scholarship amount is trans-
ferred directly to beneficiaries' bank
accounts through the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) system, it added.



