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Padmashree Anuj Sharr

Balrampur, Agency:
The evening of the first day
of the three-day Tatapani
Festival was completely
immersed in the colors of
Chhattisgarhi folk culture at
the Tatapani campus. The
lively stage performance of
"Mor Chhaiyan Bhuiyan"
superstar, Padmashree
awardee and MLA from
Dharsiwan Assembly, Anuj
Sharma, immersed the audi-
ence in an ocean of emotions
and enthusiasm. On

the first day of the three-
day festival held at Tatapani,
on the evening of January 15,
in the cultural program, the
popular artist of
Chhattisgarhi cinema and
folk music, Padmashree
Anuj Sharma, enthralled the
stage with his powerful and
soulful presentation, making
the entire campus reverber-
ate with applause and folk

New Delhi,Agency:
Iran’s foreign minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi on
Wednesday held talks with
external affairs minister S
Jaishankar. EAM
Jaishankar noted that the
exchange focused on recent
developments amid escalat-
ing tensions in Iran.

"Received a call from
Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi. We
discussed the evolving situ-
ation in and around Iran,"
Jaishankar wrote on X.

The discussion came as
India issued a fresh adviso-
ry urging all its nationals in
Iran to leave the country
using available means. The
Indian embassy in Tehran
asked students, pilgrims,
businesspeople and tourists
to depart via commercial
flights, while advising those

tunes.

Anuj Sharma performed
several popular
Chhattisgarhi songs from the
stage, including "Hamar
Para Tuhar Para" and "Mor
Chhaiyan Bhuiyan." The
audience swayed to every
line of his songs, and the
crowd in the pandal cheered
the artist with rapturous
applause. This evening's cul-
tural event became a living
symbol of Chhattisgarhi folk
spirit, tradition, and cultural
soul.

During his performance,
Anuj Sharma stated that
events like the Tatapani
Festival are a powerful
means of preserving
Chhattisgarh's folk culture
and passing it on to the new
generation. He expressed
gratitude for the love and
respect he received from the
people of Balrampur district.
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embassy said.

New

na dominated the evening of the first day of the Tatapani Festival

the crowd was mesmerized by his brllhant presentatlon of Chhattlsgarhl songs

Cabinet Minister
Ramvichar Netam, other
public representatives,

administrative officials, and a
large number of local citizens
were present on the occasion.
Cabinet Minister Ramvichar
Netam praised Anuj
Sharma's performance, say-
ing that through his art, he
has strengthened
Chhattisgarh's cultural iden-
tity at the national level. It

is noteworthy that Anuj

Sharma, a Padma Shri
awardee, is currently the
MLA from Dharsiwan

Assembly constituency and
plays an active role in both
art and public service. His
powerful performance on the
evening of the first day of the
Tatapani Festival made the
entire event memorable, gen-
erating considerable enthusi-
asm among the audience for
the next two days of events.

‘Unwanted person gets promoted’
RSS chiefsays Nota not best

option; casts vote in NMC
Delhi,Agency:

who remain to exercise
extreme caution and avoid
areas affected by protests or
demonstrations.

According to estimates,
more than 10,000 Indians,
including students, are cur-
rently living in Iran. The
embassy also urged Indian
citizens and Persons of
Indian Origin (PIOs) to stay
in close contact with the
mission, keep their travel

and
ments readily accessible,

immigration docu-

and ensure registration
with the embassy.

"In view of the evolving
situation in Iran, Indian
nationals who are currently
in Iran (students, pilgrims,
business persons and
tourists) are advised to
leave Iran by available
means of transport, includ-
ing commercial flights," the

The advisory was issued
amid mounting interna-
tional alarm over Iran’s
security crackdown on
nationwide protests. Rights
groups say at least 2,586
people have been killed,
making it the deadliest
unrest the country has seen
in decades.

The protests, which
began late last month after
the Iranian rial plunged to
record lows, have spread to
all 31 provinces and evolved
from economic grievances
into broader demands for
political  change. US
President Donald Trump
has warned of potential mil-
itary action in response to
the killings.

"If they hang them,
you're going to see some
things...

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Thursday said "choosing the Nota
option indirectly helps promote
an unwanted candidate"” as he
cast his vote in the Nagpur
Municipal Corporation (NMC).

Bhagwat was among the early
voters in the Nagpur civic body
polls. He went to a polling booth
in the Mahal area of the city
around 7.30 am and exercised his
franchise.

The RSS chief said elections
are a mandatory part of democra-
cy and hence, voting is the
responsibility of all citizens.

He appealed to electors that
keeping the public interest in
mind, everyone should vote for a
suitable candidate during the
elections. "Hence, today the first
thing I did was to vote," the RSS
chief was quoted as saying by
news agency. On the None of the

Above option available to voters
in elections, he said, "Nota means
you reject everyone, and by doing
so, we promote a person who is
not wanted." He said Nota is an
option given to people to express
their displeasure, but it is better
to vote for someone than not have
anyone. Former RSS general sec-
retary and central committee
member Bhaiyaji Joshi, who was
also among the early voters, stat-
ed the importance of voting in
elections.

Formerchiefandteaven- 'JanaNayagan'row:SetbackforactorVijay'sfilm
dorwereshotinthefiring SCrefusesto entertain pleafor CBFC clearance

Palamu,Agency: Three
rounds of gunfire erupted at a tea
stall on Kandu Mohalla Gas
Godown Road in the city police
station area of ??Medininagar, the
Palamu district headquarters, at 9
a.m. on Thursday. Former chief
Naveen Prasad (45) was hit in the
back, while a tea vendor, Ajit
Kumar Gupta (52), was hit in the
leg. Even after being shot, former
chief Naveen fought the attacker
and tried to snatch the pistol.
Although  unsuccessful, the
attacker, seeing Naveen overpow-
er him, fled the scene.

The youth has been identified
as Golu Paswan, whose house is
adjacent to the scene of the inci-
dent. Police are attempting to
arrest him. Naveen Prasad has
been admitted to a private hospi-
tal for better treatment, while the
tea vendor is undergoing treat-
ment at MMCH.

According to reports, former

chief Naveen Prasad was sitting at
Ajit Prasad's tea stall. Suddenly,
Golu Paswan arrived and fired a
shot from behind.

One bullet hit Naveen Prasad
in the back. However, Naveen
Prasad immediately grabbed Golu
Paswan's pistol and attempted to
snatch it. A scuffle ensued. Two
more rounds were fired from the
pistol, one hitting the shopkeeper
Ajit in the leg.

New Delhi,Agency: In a big set-
back to actor Vijay, the Supreme
Court on Thursday refused to enter-
tain a plea against an order of stay
passed by a division bench of the
Madras high court over the certifica-
tion of his movie "Jana Nayagan".

The top court asked KVN produc-
tion to raise its grievances before a
division bench of the Madras HC,
which is examining the issue.

A bench of Justices Deepankar
Datta and AG Masih asked the Madras
high court to decide the matter by
January 20.

On January 9, the Madras high
court stayed a single judge’s order
directing the Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) to immediately
grant a censor certificate to Jana
Nayagan, leaving the fate of actor-
turned-politician Vijay’s film uncer-
tain. KVN Productions LLP moved an
appeal against the single judge’s

‘_.ﬁ’*‘

d1rect1ve after a division bench of the
high court last Friday put the order on
hold and restrained the CBFC from
issuing the certificate.

Vijay recently launched his politi-
cal party, the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam. “Jana Nayagan”, widely
projected as Vijay’s final film before
his full-time entry into politics, was
scheduled for a Pongal release on
January 9. However, the release hit
last-minute hurdles after the CBFC

failed to issue certification in time.
The division bench’s order came
hours after Justice P T Asha directed
the CBFC to clear “Jana Nayagan”,
setting aside the film board’s decision
to refer the matter to a review com-
mittee.

Subsequently, the first bench com-
prising Chief Justice M M Shrivastava
and Justice G Arul Murugan, acting
on an appeal filed by the CBFC, grant-
ed an interim stay on the single
judge’s verdict.

Earlier, while allowing KVN
Productions’ plea seeking a direction
to the CBFC to issue the censor certifi-
cate, Justice Asha held that once the
board had decided to grant certifica-
tion, the chairperson had no authority
to refer the film to a review commit-
tee.

The film board immediately chal-
lenged the order before the division
bench.

From Chabahar to Kashmir: Why chaos in Iran hurts India, benefits China & Pakistan

New Delhi »Agency: As protests
driven by economic distress and
spread across
Iranian cities, New Delhi is watching
events unfold with quiet unease. For
India, the question is not whether
Iran’s clerical leadership can weath-
er the unrest, but what a weakened
or collapsing Iranian state would
mean for India’s already constrained

political fatigue

strategic environment.

India’s engagement with Iran has
never been ideological. It has been
shaped by geography, access and
balance. With Pakistan blocking
overland routes to Afghanistan and
Central Asia, Iran has long func-
tioned as India’s only viable western
corridor. It has also acted as a coun-
terweight to Pakistani influence in
the region and as a stabilising pillar
in India’s carefully calibrated West

across rival power blocs.

A sudden weakening or collapse
of the Iranian state would not pro-
duce a clean transition. It would
generate uncertainty at a moment
when India’s strategic room for
manoeuvre is already narrowing —
with Bangladesh in uncertainty with
reports of minority killings, Pakistan
being Pakistan, China expanding its
footprint across the region and the
US under Donald Trump hurtling
the world into one crisis after anoth-

er.

decades managing.

Asia policy, which seeks engagement

Any disruption in Iran would rip-
ple outward, reshaping trade routes,
diplomatic alignments and security
calculations that India has spent

For decades, Iran has served as
India’s most viable land bridge to

Chabahar Port.

Afghamstan and Central As1a With
Pakistan denying India overland
access, Tehran became the corner-
stone of New Delhi’s westward con-
nectivity strategy.

At the heart of this vision lies

Developed with
Indian assistance, Chabahar was
designed to give India direct access

onward to Afghanistan and Central
Asia through road and rail networks.
For India, Chabahar was not merely
a commercial port; it was a strategic
statement — proof that geography
need not be destiny.

JNU professor Rajan Kumar in
conversation with the Times of India
says: “Iran remains India’s most
important land bridge to Central
Asia, since Pakistan denies India
access to overland routes.” Even
after the Taliban’s return to power in
Afghanistan and the stalling of rail

anything, it has become more criti-
cal.

A regime change that leads to
prolonged instability would place

to the Iranian coast, bypassing these projects in jeopardy.
Pakistan entirely, and linking Connectivity corridors require polit-
- - .

projects due to sanctions, the logic of
Chabahar has not disappeared. If

ical coherence, security guarantees
and long-term planning. As Kumar
warns, “In a post-Khamenei power
struggle, Chabahar risks becoming a
hostage to instability rather than a
strategic asset.” For India, losing
Iran as a stable transit partner
would mean losing its only realistic
access point to Central Asia.

How Iran historically balanced
Pakistan Iran’s value to India has
not only been geographic; it has also
been strategic. Despite being a
Muslim-majority country, Tehran
has never aligned itself with
Pakistan’s anti-India narrative. On
the contrary, Iran has consistently
opposed Sunni extremist groups
that threaten Shia populations — the
very networks that have targeted
Indian interests over the decades.



