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'As if it's Jantar Mantar!' SC 'disturbed' by ED's charge; agency
says TMC asked people to come to HC before I-PAC raid hearing

NEW DELHI,Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday expressed that it
was "disturbed” by the chaos
at Calcutta high court on
January 9 which led to the
adjournment of the hearing
on ED plea against Mamata
Banerjee government over I-
PAC raids. Reacting to the
central agency's charge that
TMC "instructed" people to go
to the HC, SC remarked
whether it was a protest site
like Jantar Mantar.

"Kindly see what happened
in this case. We approached
the (Calcutta) High Court.
This is what happens when
mobocracy replaces democra-
cy. This is what the high court
records. I have placed on
record Whatsapp chats of the

Smridhi

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: Bihar

law wing of the party in
power. This was not sponta-
neous and they were instruct-
ed by the legal cell of the party
to go there," PTI quoted SG
Tushar Mehta saying.

"Come everyone? As if it's
Jantar Mantar!", remarked
Justice Mishra. The SG point-
ed out that "buses and vehi-
cles" had allegedly been
arranged to ferry people to
HC on January 9. He further
said that prior to yesterday's
hearing, the acting chief jus-
tice had issued an administra-
tive order restricting the entry
of unauthorised persons into
the courtroom.

"The proceeding was live-
streamed and the hearing was
less than satisfactory. ED
faced many difficulties and

Yatra : Order in Motion

the microphone was constant-
ly muted," Mehta said.

As advocate Kapil Sibal
commenced his submissions
on behalf of Mamata, the

bench observed that the inci-
dents that unfolded in the
Calcutta HC were disturbing.
"We are disturbed by the
manner in which the hearing

Stalls run by Jeevika didis
and micro-entrepreneurs

in the High Court was last
week adjourned due to com-
motion," Justice Mishra said.

When the SG suggested
that the gathering in the
courtroom may have been
intentional or unintentional,
the judge responded, "inten-
tional or not, the high court
has recorded something",
pointing to the fact that the
high court itself had
adjourned the matter after
recording the reason as com-
motion.

Calcutta HC proceedings
were adjourned on January 9
after chaos disrupted the
hearing in the ED-I-PAC
matter and the Trinamool
Congress's counter-petition.

The top court termed the
ED's allegation that Mamata

obstructed its investigation
as "very serious" and said it
would examine whether state
authorities can interfere with
probes conducted by central
agencies in serious cases. The
court stayed the FIR filed by
West Bengal police against
ED officials and ordered that
CCTV footage of the January
8 raids be preserved.

The ED approached the
top court after its officers
allegedly faced resistance
during searches at the I-
PAC office and the resi-
dence of its director, Pratik
Jain, in a coal smuggling
case. While the ED claimed
Banerjee entered the prem-
ises and took away "key"
evidence, the chief minister
and the TMC deni.

Chinese manja menacekills 9 in
Gujarat, fireman in Maharashtra

SURAT/BHIWANDI,Agen

Chief  Minister Nitish
Kumar's Smridhi Yatra,
envisioned as a recalibration
of  governance culture,
reached  Motihari  with
both promise and scrutiny.
Framed by the credo “Sabka
Samman—Jeevan  Aasan,”
the tour seeks to move
beyond concrete-and-
culvert development toward
an  administrative  ethic
anchored in dignity, access
and time-bound redressal.
In East Champaran, the
Chief Minister reiterated
that development must be
felt in everyday encounters
with  the state.  The
seventh resolve of Sapt
Nishchay-3—mandating
Mondays and Fridays for
public grievance hearings

across

for procedural
The emphasis

file-centric
citizen-first

Omar Abdullah speaks to Jaishankar
on J&K students stuck in Iran

offices—signals
an attempt to unclog a
bureaucracy long criticised

labyrinths.
on basic
amenities in offices, from
drinking water to seating,
underscores a shift from a
routines  to

HiateTer 2 TEaFs. |

Progress reviews, however,
have drawn mixed reactions.
Official briefings point to
faster execution under Sapt
Nishchay-2 and the roll-
out of Sapt Nishchay-3
targets, with Kumar issuing
clear warning against
delays in approved projects.
In Motihari, he reviewed

and

The
service.

training at the women's ITI
under a Tata Technologies
programme,
projects worth 138 crore,
laid foundations for
works valued at 34 crore—
an unmistakable signal of
priority for East Champaran.

enterprise

reflected the state’s push for
livelihoods, complemented
by bank-linked assistance
of 370 crore for self-
employment. Infrastructure
updates—from the Dhnauti
river RCC bridge to works
around the Virat Ramayan
Mandir—wove development
with cultural affirmation.
Behind the scenes, security
and  coordination  were
decisive to the yatra's smooth
conduct. The meticulous
arrangements by
Prabhat, Superintendent
of Police, Motihari, and
Harikishor Ray, DIG,
ensured crowd management,
traffic regulation and inter-
agency synchrony—quietly
enabling the political
theatre to proceed without
disruption.

Swarn

inaugurated

blended
identity.

also
and

cy: The menace of banned
Chinese manja cast a deadly
shadow over the kite-flying
season, Kkilling nine people in
Gujarat, while a fireman in
Maharashtra and a 33-year-old
man in Vadodara  were
electrocuted in  kite-linked
accidents.

In Surat, a motorbike carrying
a couple and their daughter
plunged about 60ft from
Chandrashekhar Azad flyover.
Sources said Rehan Shaikh, 34,
lost control while trying to avoid
manja strands dangling across the
bridge and struck the railing,
throwing all three down to the
ground below. Shaikh and daugh-
ter Alisha Khatun died after being
rushed to hospital. Shaikh's wife
Rehana Bibi, who initially sur-
vived, died at hospital on
Thursday.

Riyansh Borse, 8, was cycling
in Surat's Jahangirpura when a

kite string cut his throat and he
died bleeding. Prince Batham, 23,
died in a similar way in another
location. He was the youngest
among three brothers and a
native of Kannauj in UP.

In Bharuch district, Rahul
Parmar, 35, died after a manja
cut his throat while riding a
motorcycle. An eight-year-old
boy died after suffering critical
neck injuries in Anand district
while riding with his father on
the motorcycle's fuel tank. In
Aravalli district, 17-year-old
Tirth Patel died after a kite string
caught his neck.

Opposition slams Chhattisgarh govt as

SRINAGAR,
Agency: Jammu and
Kashmir chief minis-
ter Omar Abdullah
spoke on Thursday |
with external affairs
minister S. Jaishankar
on the situation in
Iran and cited assur-
ances that all steps
will be taken for the
safety of hundreds of
students and others
from J&K stranded in
the protest-wracked country.

J&K Students Association
(JKSA) put the number of stu-
dents in Iran at over 2000, 95% of
them in medical courses. "He
(Jaishankar) shared his assess-
ment of the ground situation &
the plans that the ministry is
working on. I'm grateful for his
assurance that all steps will be
taken to safeguard the interests &
lives of students & other people
from J&K who are in Iran now,"
Omar wrote on X.

-

PDP president and former CM
Mehbooba Mufti sought central
intervention. "Thousands of stu-
dents from across the country,
including Kashmir, are stranded
in Iran amid the present volatile
situation. This has triggered deep
fear and anxiety in anguished par-
ents desperately worried about
their children's safety. Urge S
Jaishankar and MEA (external
affairs ministry) to intervene
urgently and ensure their safe
return,” Mehbooba posted on X.

'rat' theory _blamed for vamshmg paddy

RAIPUR,Agency: e‘i

'Rats’ have  become
Chhattisgarh's newest polit-
ical flashpoint after man-
agers at paddy procurement
centres blamed rodents,
among other reasons, for
paddy worth crores of
rupees going missing or rot-
ting.

In Kabirdham district,
about 26,000 quintals of
paddy worth Rs 7 crore
were reported 'damaged’,
dried or missing from two
procurement centres.
Officials initially cited rats,
termites, and weather as
reasons for the loss, trigger-
ing a backlash from opposi-
tion parties which alleged a
statewide scam in grain
procurement and storage.

The state issued a clarifi-
cation, stating that reduc-

tion in paddy weight due to
moisture loss and minor
pest-related damage is a
scientific, natural and
decades-old phenomenon,
not evidence of corruption.
Officials stressed that
paddy loses weight when
stored in open due to evap-
oration of moisture, a phys-

ical process recognised
across all major paddy-pro-
ducing states.

However, opposition
parties alleged the 'rat’
explanation was a cover for
the scam as paddy worth Rs
30 crore across Kabirdham,
Mahasamund, Jashpur, and
Bastar has either rotted,

gone missing or been writ-
ten off on account of pests,
moisture, and weather.

Janta Congress
Chhattisgarh launched a
'wanted rats' campaign in
Kabirdham's Kawardha,
putting up posters across
district. The party's state
chief, Amit Jogi alleged,
"They are saying rats ate
paddy. So, we have put up
posters and are searching
for this missing rat." He
urged people to tell the
party "whether these rats
have four legs or two."

As the controversy
grew, BJP MP Brijmohan
Agrawal added fuel to the
fire with a sarcastic remark
that the govt would
"arrange cats for the treat-
ment of rats" accused of
devouring paddy.

Experts warn: Mass removal of stray dogs could backfire on public health

NEW DELHI,Agency:A coali-
tion of multisectoral experts from a
range of global institutions has lent its
weight to petitioners in the stray dog
case being heard in Supreme Court.
The coalition warned that authorities'
proposals to remove and mass-shelter
India's free-living community dogs
could undermine public health, go
beyond the law, destabilise urban
ecosystems and impose enormous fis-
cal costs, without delivering greater
public safety.

The cautionary note draws on expe-
rience of veterans in public health,
behavioural science, veterinary medi-
cine and law. Signatories include
Chinny Krishna who pioneered India's
Animal Birth Control programme,
evolutionary biologist Lee Dugatkin

(University of Louisville, US), Anindita
Bhadra of IISER Kolkata, public
health expert Leena Menghaney,
Pushpinder Singh Khera of AIIMS
Jodhpur, and Julie Corfmat of Mission
Rabies among a host of others.
Organisations include International
Companion Animal Network (ICAN),
Pet Dog Trainers of Europe (PDTE),
International Institute for Canine
Ethics (IICE) and Bangalore
Hundeskole Academy for Research
and Canine Studies (BHARCS).
Highlights of their analysis:

Free-living dogs form stable social
groups when food sources, sterilisa-
tion, and vaccination coverage remain
consistent.

Large-scale removal disrupts these
systems, creating territorial vacuums

that are rapidly filled by other dogs --
often unvaccinated and unsterilised --
an effect associated with increased
dog-bite incidents and heightened dis-
ease risk.

Mass removal undermines rabies
control by dismantling herd immuni-
ty. India's existing Catch-Neuter-
Vaccinate-Release (CNVR) frame-
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work, when implemented consistently,
targets the internationally recognised
threshold of vaccinating at least 70%
of dogs in a given area.Data show steep
declines in human rabies deaths and
dog-bite incidence in areas with sus-
tained sterilisation and vaccination
programmes. Abandoning this
approach risks reversing hard-earned
gains achieved over past two
decades.Mass sheltering, experts
argue, compounds the risks. High-
density animal housing is globally clas-
sified as a biohazard activity, requiring
stringent quarantine, disease surveil-
lance, and worker-safety protocols.
Dugatkin noted claims justifying
removal often rest on myths rather
than biology. "These dogs have coex-
isted with humans in India for millen-

nia. Disrupting stable populations
based on fear or misinformation
ignores everything we know about ani-
mal behaviour and disease ecology,"
he said.Anthrozoologist Sindhoor
Pangal said the debate had become
detached from evidence. "Replacing
proven, low-cost public-health sys-
tems with a mass-detention model is
not just unscientific -- it actively
increases risk while draining resources
that should be strengthening vacci-
nation and disease prevention," she
said.Position statements from IICE
highlight that large shelters fre-
quently experience overcrowding,
stress-induced immunosuppression,
and rapid disease transmission, par-
ticularly where enforcement capacity
is limited.



