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New Delhi,Agency: Despite strong evi-
dence linking alcohol and sugar-sweetened
beverages to cancers, liver disease, obesity,
diabetes, heart disease and road injuries, both
products are becoming more affordable in
India, the World Health Organisation (WHO)
has warned, calling weak tax design across
South-East Asia a major public-health fail-
ure.Across two recent global reports, the WHO
ranks South-East Asia — including India —
among the weakest regions on health-oriented
taxation. While taxes exist, they have failed to
curb consumption because they are not linked
to alcohol strength or sugar content, nor
adjusted for inflation or rising incomes. As a
result, prices fall in real terms even as health
harms rise.

On alcohol, the Global Report on Alcohol
and Health and Treatment of Substance Use
Disorders notes that only about one-quarter of
countries worldwide automatically adjust
excise taxes for inflation. South-East Asia per-
forms especially poorly on alcohol-
content—based taxation, which WHO consid-
ers the most effective deterrent. Instead, flat
or category-based taxes allow high-strength
alcohol and binge drinking to remain afford-
able.Doctors say the consequences are already
visible. Dr Sharad Malhotra, Senior

'Contempt of court': SC irked by Maneka

World Health
Organization

Consultant & Director, Gastroenterology and
Hepatology, Aakash Healthcare, said hospitals
are seeing younger patients with advanced
liver disease, alcohol-related cancers, heart
problems and mental health disorders linked
to heavy drinking. Rising incomes, celebrity
promotion and peer pressure, he warned, are
fuelling binge drinking among youth. “When
alcohol keeps getting cheaper, we are effec-
tively subsidising future disease and prema-
ture deaths,” he said.

WHO identifies alcohol as a leading risk
factor for premature death and disability, con-
tributing to liver cirrhosis, cancers, cardiovas-
cular disease, injuries and violence. The bur-
den is shifting rapidly to low- and middle-
income countries like India, where consump-
tion is rising faster than policy responses.

A similar pattern is seen with sugary

drinks. The WHO Global Report on the Use of
Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Taxes 2025 found
that the median total tax on a 330-ml sugary
carbonated drink in South-East Asia is about
22.7%, but most of this comes from GST or
VAT — broad consumption taxes that do little
to reduce intake. The excise component
remains weak.

Excise taxes on sugary drinks exist in six of
eight South-East Asia countries, including
India, but levels are too low to significantly
reduce consumption. Rising incomes have
again outpaced price increases, making sugary
drinks progressively cheaper.

Dr Anoop Misra of Fortis C-DOC said sug-
ary drinks are driving obesity, type-2 diabetes
and heart disease, increasingly in adolescents
and young adults, warning that many pack-
aged fruit juices contain as much sugar as soft
drinks. WHO says weak tax design blunts
impact, as fruit juices, sweetened milk drinks
and ready-to-drink teas and coffees are often
lightly taxed, allowing consumers to switch
products rather than cut intake. Only 25% of
countries tax sugary drinks based on sugar
content. Consumer policy expert Prof Bejon
Kumar Misra of Healthy You Foundation said
India’s GST-heavy approach weakens the
health signal. “

New Delhi,Agency: Amid Poland's
efforts to step up ties with Pakistan, external
affairs minister S Jaishankar told his visiting
Polish counterpart Radoslaw Sikorski that
Poland should display zero-tolerance for ter-
rorism instead of fuelling the terrorist infra-
structure in India's neighbourhood. Warsaw
has been looking to expand its trade, defence
and energy ties with Pakistan and Sikorski
visited Islamabad in Oct last year to further
scale up bilateral cooperation. Jaishankar
told him he was no stranger to this part of
the world and was also familiar with the
longstanding challenge of cross-border ter-
rorism. "Poland should display zero-toler-
ance for terrorism and not help fuel the ter-
rorist infrastructure in our neighbourhood,"
he said. The meeting also saw India's discord
with Europe on the Russia-Ukraine war spill
out in the open as Jaishankar stressed that
selective targeting of India on the Ukraine
issue is unfair and unjustified.

Boostfordefence exports as Rajnathflags off
1sthatchof Pinaka guided rockets llll’ﬂl’lllﬂllla

New Delhi,Agency: In a big

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday expressed dis-
pleasure over former
Union minister Maneka
Gandhi's remarks criticis-
ing apex court orders in
the stray dog issue, stating
that she has committed
contempt of court.

A Bench of Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep
Mehta and N V Anjaria
said the former minister
has made "all kinds of
comments" against every-
one without even thinking.

Gandhi's criticism of its order In stray dog case

Questioning senior
advocate Raju
Ramachandran who

appeared for Gandhi, the
bench said, "You said the

court should be circum-
spect in its remark but
have you asked your client
what kind of remarks she
has made? Have you heard
her podcast? She has
made all kinds of remarks
against everybody without
even thinking. Have you
seen her body language?"

The Bench said it was
not initiating contempt
proceedings against the
former Union minister
because of the court's

magnanimity.
Justice Mehta asked
Ramachandran what

budgetary allocation has
Maneka Gandhi, as a for-
mer Union minister,
helped in getting to eradi-

cate the stray dog prob-

lem. Ramachandran
replied that he has
appeared even on behalf of
terrorist Ajmal Kasab and
budgetary allocation is a
policy matter.

"Ajmal Kasab did not
commit contempt of court
but your client has,"
Justice Nath remarked.

The Bench said its
remark on making dog
feeders accountable was
not made sarcastically but
on a serious note,
although during a dia-
logue while hearing the
matter.

The hearing in the case
is still underway.

On January 13, the top
court had said it will ask
states to pay a "heavy
compensation” for dog
bite incidents and hold
dog feeders accountable
for such cases.

The court also flagged
concerns over the non-
implementation of norms
on stray animals for the
last five years.

boost for India’s arms exports,
defence minister Rajnath Singh
on Sunday flagged off from a facil-
ity in Nagpur the first batch of
guided Pinaka rocket system
bound for Armenia.

The export of the multi-barrel
rocket launcher, renowned for its
accuracy and extended range, sig-
nalled India's emergence as a reli-
able supplier of cutting-edge
defence technology. The Pinaka
launchers, which are highly capa-
ble weapon systems with variants
that can strike targets at up to 75
km -- the latest trial version can
even touch a range of 120km --
have been increasingly promoted
by India as part of its growing
arms exports. Rajnath said the
export of Pinaka missiles devel-
oped at Solar Defence &
Aerospace facility have begun,
demonstrating the capabilities of
the defence industry. “India is no
longer just an importer but is rap-
idly moving towards becoming an

< _
exporter,” he said. The minister
said that due to increasing partic-
ipation of the private sector,
India's defence exports, which
were at less than Rs 1,000 crore
10 years ago, have now reached a
record Rs 24,000 crore. Domestic
defence production, which stood
at just Rs 46,425 crore in 2014,
has grown to a record Rs 1.51 lakh
crore now, he added.

The Indian Army has already
inducted Pinaka Mk-I Enhanced
variant (EPRS) after successfully
completing trials in April 2022.

Hope againstChikungunya:ICMR - High dramain Tamil Nadu assembly: GovernorRN
stepsinascasesriseacrossindia Raviwalks out: alleges ‘national anthem insulted’

New Delhi,Agency: With
Chikungunya continuing to leave
thousands of Indians with pro-
longed and debilitating joint pain,
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has moved to
fast-track a potential antiviral
treatment, inviting Indian compa-
nies to help develop and manufac-
ture an experimental RNA-based
therapy.

The initiative comes amid a
sustained disease burden. World
Health Organisation surveillance
data show India recorded over
30,000 suspected Chikungunya
cases and nearly 1,800 laborato-
ry-confirmed cases between
January and March 2025, with
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu among the worst-
affected states.

Against this backdrop, scien-
tists at ICMR’s National Institute
of Virology (NIV), Pune, have
developed an experimental RNA-
interference—based therapy that

directly targets the Chikungunya
virus. In pre-clinical studies, the
treatment completely suppressed
viral replication in laboratory cell
lines and mouse models by silenc-
ing two essential viral genes — E2
and nsP1.

The findings have prompted
ICMR to offer the technology for
transfer to industry.

Explaining its significance, Dr
Ekta Gupta, Professor of Clinical
Virology at ILBS, New Delhi, said,
“RNA interference blocks viral
protein formation by targeting
messenger RNA. In Chikungunya,
NIV’s RNAi approach targeting
E2 and nsP1 has shown complete
viral suppression in vivo with a
single dose.

While laboratory results are
encouraging, clinical trials are
needed. This is important because
there is currently no vaccine or
antiviral for a disease that causes
significant morbidity in parts of
the country.”

New Delhi,Agency: Tamil Nadu
governor RN Ravi walked out of the
state assembly on Tuesday before
delivering his inaugural address,
expressing disappointment over what
he said was a lack of respect for the
national anthem.

He also claimed that his micro-
phone was switched off during the
proceedings.“I am disappointed.
National Anthem was not given due
respect,” the governor said. He added
that “it is unfortunate that his speech
was interrupted.”

Inside the House, the situation led
to a sharp exchange, with assembly
Speaker M Appavu urging the gover-
nor to follow established rules and
customs of the assembly.

Later, Raj Bhavan issued a press
release explaining the reasons behind
the governor’s walkout. “The gover-
nor’s mic was repeatedly switched off,
and he was not allowed to speak,” the

statement said. It also claimed that
issues such as “atrocities against
Dalits and sexual violence against
Dalit women are sharply increasing,”
but were “totally bypassed in the
speech.”

The release further alleged that the
“National Anthem is yet again insult-
ed, and the Fundamental
Constitutional Duty is disregarded.”

Meanwhile, ATADMK general sec-
retary and leader of opposition in

assembly Edappadi Palaniswamy
raised slogans with party leaders at
the entrance of assembly after they
walked out from the House over law
and order issues in Tamil Nadu.

This was not the first such incident.
A similar episode took place last year
when governor Ravi walked out of the
Assembly in what he described as
“deep anguish,” alleging that the “con-
stitution of Bharat” and the National
Anthem were insulted.

With Assembly elections drawing
closer, the session is being viewed as
politically crucial. Opposition parties,
including the ATADMK and the BJP,
are expected to level several allega-
tions against the ruling party and the
state government.

Chief minister M K Stalin and his
Cabinet colleagues are preparing to
counter the attacks, setting the stage
for a tense and politically charged
assembly session.

Chandigrah,Agency;

The

Punjab government has approved

the modernisation of bus terminals
in Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Sangrur,
Patiala and Bathinda through a
Private
to
strengthen public transport infra-

Public
(PPP)

structured

Partnership model

structure.

Transport Minister Laljit Singh
Bhullar said on Saturday the deci-
sion was taken under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann with the objective of improv-
safety,
accessibility and overall efficiency at

ing passenger facilities,

major transport hubs.

He said the bus terminals serve
as key connectivity points for both
rural and urban populations and
play an important role in inter-state

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu

travel to neighbouring states of

Ludhiana and Jalandhar bus termi-

and

Kashmir, Haryana, Delhi and and Bathinda witness footfall of
Rajasthan. around 50,000 passengers every
According to the minister, day. Bhullar said the projects will be

&

nals handle between 75,000 and one
lakh passengers daily, while Patiala

implemented under Design-Build-

Finance-Operate-Transfer
or Build-Operate-Transfer
models to ensure quality
services while maintaining
fiscal prudence.

The modernisation will
focus on improving wait-
ing areas, sanitation facili-
ties, lighting, signage,
organised boarding sys-
tems and parking arrange-
ments, along with better
crowd management dur-
ing peak hours. He said
provisions for barrier-free
access will be included to
ensure ease of movement
for senior citizens and
persons with disabilities.

«

List WB voters with ‘logical dis-
crepancy’: SC to poll panel

New Delhi,Agency: As almost 1.4 crore
West Bengal voters face “logical discrepan-
cy” notices requiring submission of docu-
mentary proof for the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR), Supreme Court ordered the
Election Commission on Monday to display
the list of such people in panchayat and
block offices and gave them 10 more days to
furnish documents to establish their creden-
tials for inclusion in the state electoral rolls.
Given the size of work and incidence of vio-
lence against EC officials conducting the
drive in West Bengal, a bench of CJI Surya
Kant and Justices Dipankar Datta and
Joymalya Bagchi asked the state to provide
manpower as required by EC and directed
the DGP to ensure maintenance of law and
order for smooth conduct of the exercise.



