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Nitin Nahintakes charge as BJP president
What's at stake for PM Modi's 'boss'in party

New Delhi,Agency: the BJP under Nitin Nabin go
Nitin Nabin, who formally all out for a record fourth con-
took charge as the national secutive victory in the general
president of the Bharatiya elections.

Janata Party today, has his The five-time Bihar MLA,
task cut out for him. His

Monkey pox strainlinks Kerala
casestoforeigntravel: SIIIIW

Pune,Agency: A first-of-its-
»

kind genetic study of a newer and
more stubborn Mpox variant
detected in Kerala has linked
those cases to international travel A
and reported signs of continued
human-to-human transmission.

immediate challenge are the
assembly elections in Assam,
West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry.

The BJP has a lot at stake
in this round of elections as it
defends its government in
Assam and Puducherry and
goes all-out to wrest power
from Mamata Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal. In Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, the BJP is trying hard
to expand its base.

2027 will be another busy
year electorally for the BJP
president as seven states,
including Uttar Pradesh, will

Goa,

vote to elect new assemblies.
The other six are: Gujarat,

Himachal and Manipur.
Chhattisgarh, a state which
played a key role in giving
prominence to Nitin Nabin,
will vote in 2028 along with
eight other states - Madhya

Pradesh,
Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Punjab,

Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura
and Meghalaya. Nitin Nabin
was the party in charge in
Chhattisgarh in the 2022
assembly elections and the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
And finally, 2029 will see

efforts.

Rajasthan,

Karnataka, successes since 2014.

states.

CM Mamata backs new SC directives on
SIR; urges officials to ease voter hearings

New Delhi,Agency: West
Bengal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday personally
addressed concerns over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, urging district magistrates to
ensure that voters face no inconven-
ience over "logical discrepancies.”

Banerjee made the remarks during
an unexpected meeting with district
magistrates at the state secretariat,
Nabanna, which was chaired by chief
secretary Nandini Chakraborty.

"The CM made it clear that all
hearings related to SIR must be con-
ducted strictly in accordance with the
apex court's directives. She specifical-
ly instructed officials to ensure that
people are not put to inconvenience
under the pretext of logical discrepan-
cies," a senior official said.

On the difficulties faced by voters
during SIR hearings, the CM called for

—

a humanitarian approach. "She
underlined that documents declared
valid by the Supreme Court must be
accepted during hearings without
exception. District magistrates were
also instructed to ensure that receipts
are issued after documents are sub-
mitted," the official added.

Banerjee also stressed that alterna-
tive arrangements should be made for
voters unable to attend hearings on
the designated dates. She said that
while the Election Commission’s work
must continue, the state’s develop-
ment programmes should not be dis-
rupted "under any circumstance."

The Supreme Court had on
Monday directed the Election
Commission to display the names of
those on the ‘logical discrepancies’ list
at gram panchayat bhavans and block
offices, where documents and objec-
tions can also be submitted. The apex
court also granted electors an addi-
tional 10 days to submit documents to
confirm their inclusion in the state
electoral roll. The latest directions
have brought relief to several voters in
Kolkata who were summoned for
hearings after discrepancies were
found in their voter records.

who is widely recognised for
his organisational acumen
and administrative experi-
ence, will play a key role in
anchoring the BJP's election

More than the opposition
parties, his toughest competi-
tion will come from his prede-
cessors in the party who have
led the party to great electoral

With coalitions becoming
an integral part of today’s pol-
itics, Nitin Nabin will also
have to play an important role
in working with the party’s
regional allies in different

The study of Mpox Clade Ib, which has been driving out-
breaks in parts of Africa and has since showed up in several
countries outside the continent, showed that it is prone to
spreading faster and wider than older variants of the virus,

necessitating enhanced surveillance. The study, led by

researchers from Pune's ICMR-National Institute of Virology
and teams from Viral Research and Diagnostic Laboratories
across India, focused on 10 lab-confirmed cases of Mpox
Clade Ib in Kerala between Sept 2024 and March 2025. The
findings, published in the journal Virology, indicate active
viral evolution with implications for disease surveillance and
public health preparedness. "The study confirmed the Mpox
virus is indeed mutating, as we found a distinctive mutation-
al pattern that signals sustained human-to-human transmis-
sion," a researcher said. Scientists found the mutation pat-
tern stronger in Clade Ib than in older forms of the virus, sug-
gesting it continues to adapt while circulating.

Education Leader Swadesh Kumar
Singh Meets N1t1n Gadkari

DB Reporter,Greater Noida:
Swadesh Kumar Singh, State
President of the Technical Wing of
the Uttar Pradesh Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of GNIOT
Institute of Management Studies,
Knowledge Park, Greater Noida,
paid a formal courtesy visit to
Union Minister for Road Transport
and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, at
his residence.

During the meeting, both leaders
held an in-depth and meaningful
discussion on contemporary issues
related to education and technolo-
gy. Key topics included innovation
in higher education, skill develop-
ment, industry-academia collabo-
ration, research-oriented learning,
and technological advancement.
Swadesh Kumar Singh described
the meeting as highly inspiring and
memorable. He stated that the
Union Minister's visionary out-
look, simplicity, and unwavering
commitment to nation-building
serve as a strong source of inspira-
tion for the education sector.
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari

emphasized the need to
strengthen quality education,
practical knowledge, skill-based
learning, and technological inte-
gration. He also appreciated the
efforts being made by education-
al institutions in this direction
and stressed the importance of
continuous innovation to meet
future challenges.

The courtesy meeting is being
viewed as a significant step
toward promoting positive ini-
tiatives in education and tech-
nology, strengthening institu-
tional-industry collaboration,
and shaping future opportuni-
ties in the academic landscape.

Vande Bharat Sleeper littered hours afterinaugural run; video goes viral

Maneka Gandhi on remarks on stray doys
order;and makesa'l(asall reierence

New Delhi,Agency: The
Supreme Court on Tuesday
expressed displeasure over for-
mer Union minister Maneka
Gandhi's criticism of the apex
court's order in the stray dog case.
Though the court said that the
remarks qualified as "contempt",
it had decided not to go ahead
with the charges "due to its mag-
nanimity."

"You said the court should be
circumspect in its remark but
have you asked your client what
kind of remarks she has made?
Have you heard her podcast? She
has made all kinds of remarks
against everybody without even
thinking. Have you seen her body
language?" the bench said.

The bench comprising Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta and
NV Anjaria went on remark that
"Ajmal Kasab did not commit
contempt”. This came when sen-
ior advocate Raju Ramachandran,
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appearing for Maneka, said that
he had also appeared for Kasab.

"Ajmal Kasab did not commit
contempt of court but your client
has," Justice Nath remarked.

The top court further ques-
tioned the BJP leader what "budg-
etary allocation" she had helped
in getting for solving stray dogs
problem.

The Supreme Court, earlier
this month, reviewed the stray
dog issue in Delhi-NCR after a
rise in dog bite cases. The judges
said public safety must come first,
especially in places like schools,
hospitals, and railway stations.

New Delhi,Agency: Indian
Railways’ first Vande Bharat sleeper
train attracted widespread attention
for its modern features and promise of
faster overnight travel. However,
Indian tourists were quick to prove a
lack of civic sense, as a video showing
litter on the newly inaugurated train
emerged.

The high-tech Vande Bharat
Sleeper, connecting Howrah and
Guwahati, was flagged off on
Saturday. A passenger-recorded video
from Malda shows plastic packets and
spoons scattered across one of the
coaches.

Sharing the video, X handle @
Indianinfoguide wrote, “People litter
on vande bharat Sleeper train within
hours of its inaugural run. Just see the
civic sense.”

Several social media users criti-
cised the commuters for their behav-
iour. One commented, “honestly, this
was an expected behaviour from the
citizens of India.”

Another added, “India doesn’t
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need enemies.

We sabotage ourselves just fine.
From breaking rules to trashing infra-
structure, from apathy to entitlement,
we do more damage internally than
any external force could. The real
national security threat isn’t always at
the border.

It’s our collective indifference to
the country we live in.”

Some users were more casual, with
one writing, “Expected !! What’s new
here...Wait for orange gutka stamps.”

According to the Ministry of
Railways, the first commercial run of
the Vande Bharat Sleeper between
Kamakhya and Howrah saw all tickets

sell out within hours of bookings
opening.

The train’s launch followed the
flagging off of India’s first Vande
Bharat Sleeper by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from Malda town in
West Bengal on January 17. The serv-
ice aims to make long-distance
overnight travel faster and more com-
fortable while improving connectivity
between eastern India and the
Northeast.

The semi-high-speed, fully air-con-
ditioned train will operate six days a

week, except Wednesdays from
Kamakhya and Thursdays from
Howrah. It will complete the

Howrah—Kamakhya journey in about
14 hours, making it the fastest train on
the route. Key stops include Malda
Town, New Jalpaiguri, New Cooch
Behar, and New Alipurduar.

The service is expected to signifi-
cantly benefit passengers travelling
between West Bengal and Assam, par-
ticularly those undertaking overnight
journeys.

JaK:[ED detected on Srinagar-Baramulla mgnwav, tlestruved Governmentadvises kinofindian

Srinagar,Agency: Days ahead
of Republic Day, security forces
Tuesday detected an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) on Srinagar-
Baramulla national highway, which
was later defused.

A senior Sashastra Seema Bal
official said SSB personnel responsi-
ble for road opening party duties in
Tapper Pattan area detected the
explosive during a routine anti-sab-
otage check. The area was immedi-
ately cordoned off, and traffic on the
highway was halted. The object was
examined using a deep-search metal
detector, which confirmed that it
was an [ED.

The official said a bomb disposal
squad was called in and the device
was destroyed in a controlled explo-

sion. Traffic was later restored on
the highway, which connects the

north  Kashmir  districts of
Baramulla and Kupwara with
Srinagar.

Meanwhile, J&K DGP Nalin

Prabhat Tuesday chaired a security
review meeting in north Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district to assess the pre-
vailing security scenario and opera-
tional preparedness. The meeting
was attended by senior police offi-
cials.

“During the meeting, the DGP
took a detailed review of the law and
order management, counter-terror-
ism preparedness, crime control
measures, and security arrange-
ments for Republic Day 2026,” a
police spokesperson said.

“The DGP stressed heightened
alertness, foolproof security plan-
ning, intensified area domination,
and robust intelligence-based opera-
tions to ensure peaceful and inci-
dent-free celebrations. He also
issued clear directions to deal firmly
and decisively with anti-national
elements who pose a threat to public
safety, peace, and tranquility,” the
spokesperson added.

New Delhi,Agency: Amidst the
threat of violence against Indian estab-
lishments in Bangladesh, the Indian
govt has advised the families of Indian
diplomats and officials in the country
to return to India. "Given the security
situation, as a precautionary measure,
we have advised the dependents of mis-
sion and post officials to return to
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India. The mission and all posts in Bangladesh continue to remain open and
operational,” said an official source, adding that the Indian mission in the
country continues to work at full strength. According to sources, the deci-
sion was taken in the light of recent anti-India protests that threatened to
get out of hand. "It's for the time being and will be reviewed later," said an
official on condition of anonymity. In India's neighbourhood, Afghanistan
remains the only non-family posting for Indian officials. While diplomats in
Pakistan are allowed to take their families along, they generally avoid it
because the govt had advised them after the Peshawar school attack to not

send their children to local schools.
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