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New Delhi,Agency:
Monks and nuns may have
renounced all trappings of
worldly life — and many of
them do not vote — but they,
too, are being called for SIR
(Special Intensive Revision)
hearings, mainly for listing
their spiritual gurus’ names
under the ‘name of parent’
column in the electoral
records. Taking cognisance of
the inconvenience faced by
monastic orders, the Election
Commission (EC) has direct-
ed district election officers
(DEOs) to conduct hearings at
ashrams and religious institu-
tions, instead of asking monks
to travel to designated cen-
tres. In cases where support-
ing documents are unavail-
able, the DEO — who is the
district magistrate — has been
authorised to act as a quasi-
judicial authority and clear
voter applications.

The issue surfaced after
several monks received hear-
ing notices due to address and
identity mismatch, caused by
years of transfers between
ashrams. Eighty-two-year-old
Swami  Muktikamananda,
adhyaksha of the century-old
Gadadhar Ashram
(Ramakrishna Math) in
Bhowanipur, south Kolkata,
said his voter ID card and
Aadhaar were linked to a
Ramakrishna Math in
Bankura (more than 200km
from Kolkata), where he had
stayed for an extended period.

“I was initially asked to
attend a hearing in Bankura,
but after intervention by elec-
toral officials, I submitted my
enumeration form in
Bhowanipur itself,” he said.

Last Wednesday, around
90 monks attended a special
SIR camp organised at Belur
Math, with hearings held at

the Abhedananda Convention
Centre. Participants included
residents of the Belur head-
quarters as well as monks
from centres such as the
Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama in Narendrapur.
While monks of the
Ramakrishna Math and
Mission do not vote, they seek
inclusion in electoral rolls to
avoid complications in visa
applications and administra-

tive work.

Monks from Bharat
Sevashram Sangha (BSS) and
Iskcon, many of whom do
vote, have also received SIR
notices. Swami
Mahadevananda of BSS said
several monks had listed
founder Acharya Swami
Pranavananda’s name as their
parent, triggering document
mismatches. General secre-
tary Dilip Maharaj said

monks without passports
attended a special hearing on
Jan 20 at the Ballygunge
headquarters. Iskcon
spokesperson Radharamn
Das said monks who had ear-
lier voted in Kolkata had been
asked to submit fresh docu-
ments from their native
places across India and
abroad.

Avoiding elephant routes

Voters in Jhargram and
West Midnapore in
Bengal’s Jangalmahal, about
150km from Kolkata — have,
over the years, learnt how to
coexist with elephants. It’s a
sort of mutual respect, born
out of a certain wariness —
and a tacit understanding:
“Stay out of my hair, and T'll
stay out of yours.”

During the SIR, regular
elephant movement has coin-
cided with a sudden rise in
human movement — resi-

dents with voter detail anom-
alies are having to travel far
and wide to arrive at hearing
centres, a highly unsafe exer-
cise. And, so, the poll body
said yes when the two district
administrations wanted to set
up multiple hearing centres,
located near human settle-
ments, across six assembly
constituencies. Similar
arrangements are also being
planned in elephant-heavy
pockets of North Bengal. In
West Midnapore, voters from
select Jangalmahal villages
will attend hearings at the
Pirakata Community Hall,
under the jurisdiction of
Salboni  police station.
Salboni BDO Ruman Mondal
said residents of villages such
as Kalsibhanga, Satpati,
Kalaimuri, Garmal, Lalgaria
and Bhimpur were directed
to appear at the new centre
from Jan 15.

(suru as ‘parent’, elephants S0n the mad Voter-roll fives in Bengal get inventive

Jorwal’s Swift Rebuttal Exposes Zee News DisplayWestBengal discrepan-

Unverified Sugar Mill Land Narrative

I—

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: In a stark
reminder of media accountability,
East Champaran District Magistrate
Saurabh  Jorwal has decisively
countered a baseless Zee News digital
report accusing him of enabling the
sale of land tied to the defunct Chakia
Sugar Factory. The unverified story,
swiftly retracted after administrative
pushback, underscores the perils
of sensationalism masquerading as
journalism. District officials dismissed
the Zee News piece—published on
the platform founded by media mogul
Subhash ~ Chandra—as  “fabricated
and malicious.” Tt is utter misuse of
freedom of speech as without quoting
DM or verifying facts, the story
was carried. “This was a deliberate
attempt to tarnish the DM’s reputation
and manipulate public perception,”
an anonymous official told. DM
Jorwal's prompt clarification via
the official Information and Public

OperationTrashi-I:Day 5 seesfreshencounterinJaK's
Kishtwar: JeMterrorists Imletl umndense Inresls

Relations

Department ~ (IPRD)

declare false narative true to appease

revealing his illegal proximities with
VC. University
denied any such action, exposing
another unverifiable narrative by the
same reporter on the same platform.
The District Public Relations Officer
(DPRO)
indicated potential legal steps against
the zee news reporter and platform
for disseminating “biased, unverified
information.”
action under Press Council of India
guidelines,”
Jorwal's
administrative

sources however,

Gyaneshwar  Prakash

“ ’ .
We're evaluating

the DPRO
firm

said. DM
exemplifies
amid

stance

New

Delhi, Agency:

submit

cles unmanned Ilsvlan 24 EC

documents/objections

whatupp group dismantled the claims.
“No official can order land sales or
purchases. The administration only
facilitates regulatory compliance and
court directives,” he stated. Officials
confirmed the Chakia factory land
registry adhered strictly to judicial
orders, with no administrative
overreach. Zee News deleted the
report following the rebuttal, but the
reporter allegedly peddled similar
versions  elsewhere.  Allegely to

his false ego, the official said. This
isn't isolated. The reporter previously
targeted a  bilingual newspaper
journalist based in Motihari. The
journalists, in his one of the report
had questioned Mahatma Gandhi
Central University's Vice-Chancellor
appointment. The same reporter in the
zee news digital portal falsely claimed
that a defamation notice would be
issued against the said journalists
for questioning VC' appointment

New Delhi,Agency:

transparency
Bihar's complex land disputes,
particularly around shuttered sugar
mills like Chakia and Motihari. As
digital media proliferates, this episode
reignites debates on ethical reporting
versus clickbait. Jorwal's response
not only vindicates his office but
spotlights the need for fact-checked
journalism. In an era of yellow
journalism, upright officers like him
safeguard public trust.

Taking

Pursuant to the Jan 19 SC direc-
tion, Election Commission on
Wednesday instructed the Bengal
CEO to ensure that names of elec-
tors listed under “logical discrep-
ancies” and “unmapped” cate-
gories under the SIR exercise are
displayed by Jan 24 at gram pan-
chayat bhawans, public places in
talukas, block office of talukas as
well as in ward offices of urban
centres, reports Bharti Jain.
People in these two categories can

through their authorised repre-
sentative, who can even be a
booth level agent.

However, there will be a
signed/thumb-marked authority
letter, by the person, in favour of
such a representative. On
Wednesday, EC wrote to Bengal
chief secretary and DGP, asking
them to provide adequate man-
power to state CEO for deploy-
ment at panchayat
bhawans/block offices .

EGseeks WBreplyfor dﬂWlll!l its order against poll officers

the articles of charge written state-

New Delhi,Agency: A fresh
gunfight broke out on Thursday
between security forces and
holed-up terrorists during an
ongoing search operation in the
higher reaches of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar district, offi-
cials said.

The operation, codenamed
“Operation  Trashi-I”, was
launched in Sonnar village near
Mandral-Singhpora in  the
Chatroo belt on Sunday. During
the initial contact, three soldiers
were injured when a search team
encountered terrorists around
noon in the Sonnar area, north-
east of Chatroo. Officials said,
"One of the search teams encoun-
tered a group of two to three for-
eign terrorists, believed to be affil-
iated with Pakistan-based Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM). The terror-
ists allegedly opened indiscrimi-
nate fire and lobbed grenades in
an attempt to breach the cordon."”

A major terrorist hideout was

encounter on Monday, and sever-
al individuals were picked up for
questioning, the officials said.
The situation escalated on
Thursday morning when a fresh
contact was established with the
holed-up terrorists in the dense
forests of Singhpora. "Heavy fir-
ing between the two sides was
going on when last reports were
received, and efforts are on to
neutralise the terrorists operating
in the area," officials said. A group
of two to three terrorists allegedly
affiliated with JeM are believed to
be trapped in the encounter,

exception to Bengal govt’s decision to
unilaterally exonerate Baruipur Purba
assembly constituency assistant elec-
toral registration officer (AERO)
Tathagata Mondal and impose only a
minor penalty against Moyna AC
AERO Sudipta Das — despite clear
instructions by Election Commission
(dated 05.08.2025) to suspend and
initiate disciplinary proceedings
against them — EC Wednesday asked
the state chief secretary to get the
competent authority to submit to the
commission a written explanation for
the “procedural lapse”.

The explanation — sought by 5pm
on Jan 24 — must detail the circum-
stances that led to non-compliance
with the commission’s instructions,
which had mandated that disciplinary
authorities shall consult EC before
closing or finalising any matter arising
out of disciplinary proceedings initiat-
ed on the poll panel’s recommenda-
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adherence to the prescribed proce-
dure and without mandatory consul-
tation with the Commission, the
Commission does not accept such
finalisation of disciplinary action.
Accordingly, the same shall be treated
as procedurally irregular and non est
in the eyes of the Commission, war-
ranting reconsideration,” EC said in
the letter sent to the state chief secre-
tary.

As part of the explanation sought
by EC, the competent authority has

unearthed near the scene of the

according to the officials.

tion. “Since the disciplinary proceed-
ings have been finalised without

been asked to furnish the complete
disciplinary case records, including

ments of defence, inquiry reports,
findings of the inquiry authority,
orders of the disciplinary authority,
file notings and all other relevant
records forming the basis of the disci-
plinary action taken in respect of four
officials, namely Tathagata Mondal,
Debottam Dutta Choudhury, Biplab
Sarkar and Sudipta Das.

The commission had directed the
state govt to suspend and initiate suit-
able disciplinary proceedings against
the EROs/AEROs concerned and
lodge FIRs against the erring officials,
including the contractual data entry
operator, under Section 32 of the RP
Act, 1950, read with the relevant pro-
visions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023, and Information
Technology Act, 2000. Sources said
they were allegedly disposing of appli-
cations for inclusion in the electoral
roll without proper verification or
allowing a window for filing claims
and objections.

Newrule:a ormore tratfic offences inayear, you may he barred fromdriving

New Delhi,Agency: Five or
more traffic offences in a year and
you could be barred from driving.

This provision — disqualification
or revocation of driving licence (DL)
— has been added by the road trans-
port ministry through a fresh
amendment to the Motor Vehicles
Rules to rein in habitual errant driv-
ers. The licencing authority —
regional transport office (RTO) or
district transport office (DTO) — has
the power to decide on suspension of
DL.

The Rules also state that the
licencing authority must give the
licence holder an opportunity of
being heard.

The notification published on
Wednesday said the condition of five
or more offences of provisions of the

MYV Act or Rules in a year for dis-
qualification of DL commences from
Jan 1. It added that “no offence or
contravention recorded in any previ-
ous one-year period shall be taken
into account for determining
offences or contravention in any
subsequent one-year period”.

Till now there were 24 provisions
in the Rules that could trigger the
licencing authority concerned to ini-
tiate disqualification of DL. These
included theft of vehicle, assault on
passenger(s), abduction of passen-
ger(s), driving beyond permitted
speed limit, overloading and aban-
doning vehicle in a public space.
These provisions have been made
considering that these “constitute
nuisance or danger to public”. Now,
going by the new provision of five or

more traffic offences, such as not
wearing helmet, seat belt and jump-
ing red signal, can result in suspen-
sion of DLs.

The new provision drew mixed
reaction from experts in road traffic
laws. Former Delhi deputy transport
commissioner Anil Chhikara said
that disqualification after five
offences is a step in the right direc-
tion, but “the conflict is that people
driving dangerously are not caught
by traffic police”. He added that in
absence of a standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP), traffic offences
recorded using CCTV cameras are
often challenged in courts. Hence,
there is a need to have SOP and dis-
posal guidelines, he said.

Rohit Baluja, who teaches police,
transport and judicial officers on

laws related to motor vehicles,
termed the amendment “draconian
and conceptually flawed”. He said,
“Disqualification is a second-order
enforcement tool, meant to follow
fair, consistent, and credible pri-
mary enforcement. In a system
where enforcement across states
remains uneven, often revenue-driv-
en, and weak on due process, such a
provision will inevitably invite dis-
cretionary misuse by enforcement
personnel.” “Instead of improving
road safety, it risks punishing driv-
ers for minor, repetitive infractions
while ignoring the deeper structural
causes of violations — poor traffic
engineering, inadequate signage,
confusing road layouts, and the
absence of uniform deterrence for
serious offences,” he said.

The ministry’s notification also
specified the procedures for issuing,
managing and paying traffic chal-
lans, or fines. It said that any police
officer in uniform or any other offi-
cer authorised by state govt will
issue a challan, either in physical or
electronic form, and there can be
auto-generation of e-challans. The
violator can pay the challan or con-
test it within 45 days.

Failure to contest within 45 days
will be treated as deemed acceptance
by the offender. In such a case, they
must pay the penalty in the next 30
days. In case, a challan is challenged,
the authority concerned must
resolve it within 30 days and failure
to adhere to this timeline, the chal-
lan will be quashed.
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