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EUreka! India seals landmark trade deal

New Delhi, Agency:
India and the European Union
on Tuesday agreed to signifi-
cantly deepen their strategic
partnership, concluding the
negotiations on the long-
awaited Free Trade
Agreement and signing the
first-ever overarching Security
and Defence Partnership pact
at the 16th India-EU Summit
in New Delhi.

The summit capped a high-
profile state visit by European
Council President Antonio
Costa and European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen, who were chief
guests at India's 77th Republic
Day celebrations - the first
time EU leaders have been
accorded the honour. They
were accompanied by a senior
delegation, including EU for-
eign policy chief Kaja Kallas
and Trade Commissioner
Maros Sefcovic.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, co-chairing the summit
with Costa and von der Leyen,
said the outcomes reflected
the "maturity and ambition" of
the India-EU ties, rooted in
shared democratic values and
a common commitment to a
rules-based international
order.

"....India has concluded the
largest FTA in its history. It is
a happy coincidence that on

cooperation across our servic-
es sectors. The centrepiece of
the summit was the successful

% conclusion of negotiations on

the 27th day of the month,
India is entering into this FTA
with the 27-member states of
the European Union," Modi
said during a joint press con-
ference. He said this historic
agreement would facilitate
easier access for our farmers
and small enterprises to
European markets, create new
opportunities in manufactur-
ing, and further strengthen

the India-EU FTA, described

' by both sides as a historic

milestone. The deal is expect-

- ed to boost bilateral trade and

investment, strengthen diver-
sified supply chains and sup-
port sustainable and inclusive
growth at a time of global eco-
nomic uncertainty.

Alongside the FTA, the two
sides signed an India-EU

Security and Defence
Partnership pact, their first
comprehensive framework

covering cooperation in mar-
itime security, defence indus-
try and technology, cyber and
hybrid threats, space and
counter-terrorism.
Negotiations  were  also
launched on the Security of
Information Agreement to
facilitate the exchange of clas-
sified information.

Chandigarh, Agency:
Following a series of hoax
bomb threats that led to the

evacuation of several
schools, the Chandigarh
Administration on

Wednesday issued an advi-
sory urging educational
institutions to remain calm
and avoid creating unneces-
sary panic.

The administration
directed all schools to imme-
diately inform the police
upon receiving any threaten-
ing email, message, or call,
so that action can be taken in

Nipahunder controlinBengal,saysCentre A century in uniform:

as Thailand, Nepal step up screening
pr———

NEW DELHI,Agency: The
Union health ministry on Tuesday
clarified that the Nipah virus situ-
ation in West Bengal is under con-
trol, with only two confirmed
cases reported since December
last year, even as Thailand and
Nepal tightened health screening
of passengers arriving from India
as a precautionary measure.The
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare said reports from the
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) show no addi-
tional Nipah Virus Disease cases
beyond the two confirmed infec-
tions.

Despite the limited case count,
neighbouring countries have
moved to heighten vigilance.
Thailand has begun screening
passengers at three international
airports receiving flights from
West Bengal, while Nepal has ini-
tiated checks at Kathmandu air-
port and major land border points
with India.

Why 2026 could be India's private space take-off year
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Nipah virus is a rare but highly
fatal zoonotic infection that
spreads from animals to humans
and through close human contact.
Naturally harboured by fruit bats
(flying foxes), the virus can cause
symptoms ranging from fever and
respiratory illness to acute
encephalitis, with a case fatality
rate of 40-75%. There is no specif-
ic antiviral treatment or licensed
vaccine, making early detection
and strict infection control criti-
cal. The  World Health
Organization classifies Nipah as a
priority pathogen due to its epi-
demic potential.

CHANDIGARH Agen
cy: A fourth-generation
Army officer from
Chandigarh, carrying a fam-
ily legacy that stretches
from the cavalry of the
British Indian Army to
post-Independence  gal-
lantry and modern-day
integrated warfare, was
among the commanding
faces of this year's Republic
Day parade. Captain Samira
Zeenat Buttar, from
Chandigarh's Sector 36 led
the Integrated Operational
Centre tableau themed on
Operation Sindoor on
Kartavya Path, a role that
brought together her recent
commissioning, a rare
multi-decorated military
lineage, and a contempo-
rary operational showcase
at the national ceremony.

Commissioned into the

Chandigarh issues advisory after hoax
bomb threats, urges schools to stay calm

accordance with established
safety protocols. It cautioned
schools against announcing
holidays or shutting down
operations without verified
information, stating that
such decisions could lead to
avoidable anxiety among
students, parents, and the
general public.
Emphasising the need
for vigilance, the advisory
asked school authorities to
continue regular academic
activities while remaining
alert to any suspicious
communication.

Chandigarh girl carries
4 generations of Army service to Kartavya Path

hl =70
oy
/ v . [
- L3 L.
T
,
¥
|- R IEER—
= ———
| a H-“"-h..
Indian Army in 2021, the uncommon distinction

Captain Buttar represents a
rare continuity of service
across four generations.
Her great-grandfather
served with the 4th
Hodson's Horse in the
British Indian Army. Her
grandfather, Brigadier
Sampuran Singh, then a
Lieutenant Colonel, earned

of being awarded both the
Mabhavir Chakra and the Vir
Chakra for his role in the
1965 Indo-Pak war. He later
raised the 19 Punjab
Regiment and remained in
service until he passed away
in 1971 due to battle casual-
ties sustained during the
1965 conflict.

The lineage continued
with her father, Sarbjeet
Singh, an officer of the 18
Mechanised Infantry.
Captain Buttar is the only
child in the family and the
fourth successive genera-
tion to wear the uniform.

She credits her early
grounding in discipline to
her schooling. "As a board-
ing school student, I knew
no other way of life than
discipline," Captain Buttar
said. "Routine, structure
and accountability were
part of everyday life, and
that shaped how I
approached responsibility."

At the Republic Day
parade, Captain Buttar led
the Integrated
Operational Centre

tableau, which depicted
coordinated planning and
operational control.

Wet spell in north-west

BENGALURU,Agency: India
was to ring in its 2026 space calendar
with a launch that quietly captured
the direction the sector is now taking.
The PSLV-C62, carrying a clear pri-
vate sector imprint, however, failed on
Jan 12. Notwithstanding that setback,

2026 is still shaping up as the year ¢
when India's private sector can show |

k| |

results in orbit.

Just eight days after the PSLV mis-
sion, the country's first Earth
Observation Satellite System (EOSS)
under PPP saw a key milestone with
the signing of a concession agreement
that allows the winning consortium to
finally begin work on ground, four
months after it won the project from
the Indian National Space Promotion
and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe)

The agreement was between IN-
SPACe and Allied Orbits - the special
purpose vehicle (SPV) created by the
consortium of Pixxel Space, Piersight
Space, Satsure Analytics India, and
Dhruva Space - at the former's office
in Bengaluru.

TOI reported earlier in Aug 2025
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that the Pixxel-led consortium had
won the project through a "zero-bid".
While the concession agreement was
to be signed within three months,
delay in processes saw it signed on
Jan 20.

The project will create a constella-
tion of 12 satellites, data from which
will be used for applications ranging
from climate change monitoring and
disaster response to agriculture, infra-
structure planning, maritime opera-
tions, and national security, where
there are huge gaps so far as having
eyes in the sky is concerned.

The consortium will implement the

~ that their firm was
" 60% of the project and investing the

project through Allied Orbits. "As
part of the project, PierSight will
build synthetic aperture radar (SAR)
satellites, Pixxel will build hyperspec-
tral & high resolution optical satellite,
Satsure will make multispectral satel-
lites and Dhruva will develop ground
stations," Gaurav Seth, Piersight CEO
and co-founder told TOLI.

Pixxel CEO Awais Ahmed told TOI
"implementing

same amount to boot."

"Of the 12 satellites, seven will
come from Pixxel, three from SatSure
and two from PierSight," Awais said,
adding that Pixxel will build two types
of satellites: Five of them will be ultra
high-res submeter satellite and two
will be hyperspectral satellites.

Over the next four to five years,
the consortium is expected to
invest more than Rs 1,200 crore to
create the 12-satellite constellation
in low-Earth orbit. The project is
designed to enhance India's data
sovereignty and reduce depend-
ence on foreign imagery.

Indla to contlnue t111 Feb 2

NEW DELHI Agency An
active western disturbance is pre-
vailing over the region and a fresh
western disturbance is expected
from the night of January 30,
which are likely to bring in light to
moderate rainfall and snowfall at
many places likely over the
Western Himalayan region and
the adjoining plains of north-west
India till February 2.

Fairly widespread rain is
expected at many places in
Haryana and Punjab on January
28 and February 1, while on other

days, only a few places in these
states may receive rain, according
to the India Meteorological
Department. Moderates rains
were experienced at many places
on January 27. Over the past 24
hours, light to moderate rain was
experienced at some places in
Punjab. These included Gurdaspur,
Amritsar, Tarn Taran and
Kapurthala districts to the north
and Barnala, Sangrur and Mansa
districts in the south. In Haryana,
only Jind and Mahendergarh dis-
tricts received rain.

Centre turns down Opp0s1t10n s demand to restore MGNREGA

NEW DELHI,Agency:
The government on Tuesday
rejected the Opposition's
demands for the restoration
of the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
and discussion on the ongoing
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls during
the Budget session of
Parliament.

At an all-party meeting
held ahead of the session,
Opposition parties demanded
structured discussions on a
range of issues, including the
restoration of the UPA-era
MGNREGA, the SIR and the
alleged vote theft.

The government, however,

M (e

refused to accede to the
Opposition's demands, mak-
ing it clear that the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission
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which replaced
MGNREGA, would not be
rolled back, as it could not
apply a "reverse gear" on a

(Gramin),

legislation cleared by

Parliament.:

According to sources, the
government indicated in the
meeting that the Budget was
the primary agenda of the
upcoming session and mem-
bers were free to raise other
issues during the discussion
on the motion of thanks on
the President's address to
both Houses of Parliament.

President Droupadi
Murmu will address both the
Houses of Parliament on
Wednesday, the first day of
the Budget session. On
January 29, the economic
survey will be released, while
Parliament will not function
on January 30. The Budget
will be presented by Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on February 1. On February 2
and 3, the discussion on the
motion of thanks will take
place, while the Budget will be
discussed on February 4 and
5. The first half of the Budget
session will be from January
28 to February 13, while the
second phase will take place
from March 9 to April 2.
There will be 30 sittings dur-
ing the session.

The all-party meeting,
chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, was attended
by several senior ministers,
including Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju,
along with floor leaders of
various political parties from

both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha.

Later, speaking to the
media, Rijiju said as per par-
liamentary rules, discussions
during the Budget session
should primarily revolve
around the Budget.

"Many members raised
several issues during the
meeting. We have noted
them. We have informed
members that various issues
can be raised during the
debate on the motion of
thanks to the President's
address and also during the
Budget discussions. Since this
is a Budget session, the main
focus will remain on the
Budget," he said.



