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Workshop on anchoring, podcasting

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: The Department of
Media Studies at Mahatma Gandhi Central
University organised a special workshop
on anchoring and communication skills for
BAJMC fourth-semester students, aimed
at familiarising them with professional
practices in broadcast journalism and
podcasting. The session was led by
Ranjana Rawat, an anchor with a reputed
Delhi-based news channel, who served
as the keynote speaker. Addressing the
students, Rawat shared practical insights
into anchoring, podcast production and
the working environment of the media
industry. Welcoming the participants,
Head of the Department Dr Anjani
Kumar Jha emphasised the need for
media students to continuously update
their communication skills in a rapidly
He
said a strong understanding of anchoring,
podcasting and effective communication

changing technological landscape.

would help students stand out in the
competitive media industry. During her
address, Rawat underlined the importance
of self-confidence, subject knowledge - _—

and clear communication for aspiring
anchors. She explained that anchoring is
not merely about reading from a script,
but about effectively conveying ideas
and connecting with the audience. She
also demonstrated the correct use of a
teleprompter and shared the basics of
podcasting. Students actively interacted
with the speaker, raising questions on
managing speed and expressions while

held at MGM Gentral Ilmverslty

students to focus on voice modulation
and develop the habit of reading
newspapers daily. The
was coordinated by guest professor
Dr Mayank Bhardwaj, with faculty
members Dr Saket Raman, Dr Sunil
Deepak Ghodke and Dr Uma Yadav
playing key roles in its organisation.
Students participated enthusiastically
throughout the session.

anchoring, —overcoming  nervousness
during live shows, and maintaining
confidence on stage. Rawat responded
by sharing her personal experiences
and offering practical solutions.
The workshop also included vocal
exercises to help students improve
voice clarity, consistency and impact.
Rawat stressed that an anchor’s voice
is a key professional asset and advised

workshop

New Delhi, Agency:
Two brothers were seriously
injured after they were
attacked with sticks and
batons during a road rage
incident in northeast Delhi's
Seelampur on Monday.

According to police, infor-
mation regarding a quarrel
was received at Seelampur
police station around 5.15pm
on Jan 26. A police team
rushed to gali no. 6,
Gautampuri, where it was
found that the injured men
were already shifted to Jag
Pravesh Chandra Hospital
and were later referred to
Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital
due to the seriousness of
their injuries.

The injured were identi-
fied as Ishtiaq (38) and his
younger brother, Ikhlaq
(28), both of whom were
employed at a bakery near an
engineering college in the

Two brothers injured in road
rage attack in northeast Delhl

area. A preliminary inquiry
revealed that the quarrel
began when one of the broth-
ers was crossing the road in
front of the bakery and had a
minor collision with two men
riding a scooter. An argu-
ment followed, after which
the scooter riders left the
spot. They soon returned
with several other associates.

The group then allegedly
attacked the brothers on the
road. When the injured
attempted to flee, the attack-
ers allegedly chased them
inside the bakery and contin-
ued the assault.

Rape, Pocso convict who Jumped bail Wettest Jan in 4 yrs, Feb to start with rain

in 2022 held by Delhi crime branch

New Delhi, Agency: A
33-year-old man convicted
of rape and offences under
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(Pocso) Act, who had
jumped interim bail in
2022, has been arrested by
Delhi Police crime branch,
officials said on Tuesday.

Police said the accused
had sexually assaulted the
daughter of his domestic
worker at his home in

oNew Delhi, Agency:
The capital logged 4.2 mm
rain on Tuesday, taking the

month's total to 25.3 mm !

and making it the wettest | .

Jan in four years. Though

more rain is unlikely

between Wednesday and | ]
Saturday, another spell is
forecast for Feb 1. While the
city's base station,
Safdarjung, received 4.2
mm rain from 8.30 am to
5.30 pm under the influ-
ence of a western distur-
bance, Palam and Ridge in

: 1

southwest Delhi's Bindapur
in 2016. In 2022, he allegedly
assaulted his friend's wife in the
same locality. Both cases were
registered at Bindapur police sta-
tion. He was convicted and sen-
tenced to 10 years' imprisonment
under Section 376 of the Indian
Penal Code. However, he was
granted 28 days' interim bail in
2022 on medical grounds related
to his wife's health. After the bail

der and went absconding.

"The team received a tip-off
that the man, who was wanted in
a rape and Pocso case and had
jumped interim bail, would be vis-
iting the Toll Road, near Ghamroj
Toll Plaza, in Gurgaon," DCP
(Crime) Harsh Indora said.

A trap was laid and the accused
was arrested from the spot. Police
said he had been working at a call

north Delhi recorded 14.6
mm and 14.4 mm, respec-
tively.

Parts of Noida were
lashed by a brief hailstorm
in the evening following
thunderstorms accompa-
nied by lightning and gusty
winds in the afternoon.

Delhi has  already
recorded 32.4% excess rain-
fall this month so far, the
earlier spell coming on last

previous Jan logged 8.3
mm, Jan 2024 witnessed
just 'trace' rainfall, while
Jan 2023 and 2022
received 20.4 mm and 88.2
mm, respectively. The all-
time high rainfall in Jan
was 173.2 mm in 1885.

The rain and cloud cover
brought down Tuesday's
maximum temperature in
Delhi to 16.9 degrees
Celsius, five notches below

however, rose to 8°C, from
4.2°C on Monday. The day
temperature is expected to
stay between 17°C and 19°C
over the next two days and
the minimum around 11 to
13°C on Wednesday. It may
dip to around 5 to 7°C on
Saturday, but may again
rise to 12 to 14°C by next
Monday.

Another western distur-
bance is expected to impact

Jan 31. It may lead to one or
two spells of light rain
accompanied by thunder-
storms, lightning and gusty
winds of up to 40 kmph on
Feb 1, an IMD official said.
The air quality in Delhi
worsened to very poor on
Tuesday. According to
Central Pollution Control
Board, the city's 4pm air
quality index (AQI), consid-
ered the day's standard
reading, stood at 336, high-
er than 241 recorded a day
* earlier. According to the Air
Quality Early Warning
System, which functions
under the Union ministry of
earth sciences, the air qual-
ity index is expected to
improve to poor on
Wednesday as a result of
Tuesday's rain. It is likely to
remain within that bracket
on Thursday before again
worsening to very poor on
Friday. The air quality is
likely to hover between the

period ended, he failed to surren-

centre before his arrest.

Friday and Saturday. The

normal.

The minimum,

the region from the night of

two ranges in the subse-

E-buses now serve 40% of DTC's daily ridership Delhi encounter: 3 Shastri Park murder
accused arrested; accused shot in legs

New Delhi, Agency:
Electric buses have silently
gone from being a novelty
to the backbone of city
transport in two years, now
logging nearly 88% of the
total daily distance covered
by CNG buses.

When electric buses first
hit Delhi's roads in 2022,
the 300-strong fleet served
just 5% of DTC's 25 lakh
daily passengers. By 2024-
25, electric buses were car-
rying nearly 10 lakh passen-
gers daily, nearly 40% of
DTC's average ridership of
25.6 lakh.

The surge signals a shift-
towards zero tailpipe-emis-
sion bus mobility. In these
two years, while electric
buses increased from 300
to 1,725, accounting for over
45% of the corporation's
fleet, CNG buses declined
by 34% (from 3,637 to
2,094).Proportionately, the

daily ridership on CNG
buses dropped from nearly
24 lakh in 2022-23 to 15
lakh in 2024-25, as electric
buses  expanded and
replaced them, Delhi gov-
ernment data show.

Delhi first introduced
CNG buses in 2001 after a
Supreme Court order man-
dated a shift from diesel-
run buses to control air pol-
lution. The city also has the
most robust metro train
network in the country.

All DTC electric buses
are air-conditioned and

lowfloor, and outnumber
CNG AC buses (909). They
cover 2.9 lakh km a day on
average, against 3.3 lakh
km covered by all CNG
buses. ADTC official said
the share of electric bus
share will significantly rise
by March-end.

Delhi's electric bus jour-
ney began on Jan 17, 2022
when one blue bus rolled
out on the Pragati Maidan-
IP Depot route of 27km. It
was astonishingly quiet and
quicker compared with the
roaring lumbering CNG

buses, and of course clean-
er. Within months, more
buses were introduced. The
code is clear: blue for elec-
tric, red for air-conditioned
CNG, green for non-AC.
Govt scaled up electric
buses in the city due to their
zero tailpipe emissions,
lowfloor accessible design,
and lower operating costs.
A Delhi govt official said
central govt schemes such
asFAME II, which provides
subsidies for the EV transi-
tion, played a key role in
speeding up the expansion.
In these two years, the
overall DTC bus ridership
has also seen an uptick of
50,000 a day. Amit Bhatt,
the India managing direc-
tor at the International
Council on Clean
Transportation (ICCT),
said the trend reflects sus-
tained policy support and
better service quality.

New Delhi, Agency: Three
men wanted in connection with a
murder case in northeast Delhi's
Shastri Park were injured in a
police encounter in the Rohini
area on Wednesday, Delhi Police
said to news agency ANI.

According to police, a Crime
Branch team from the Shakarpur
unit received specific intelligence
that the accused would be present
near Rohini Sector 28. Acting on
the tip-off, the team laid a trap to

apprehend them.

Police said that when the sus-
pects arrived at the spot and were
challenged to surrender, they
allegedly opened fire on the police
personnel. A brief exchange of fire
followed, during which the police
retaliated to subdue the accused.

"All three criminals sustained
gunshot injuries to their legs," a
police official said, adding that
they were overpowered and taken
into custody.

Untreated Sewage A Drain On Yamuna Cleanup Effort

absence of fresh water flow
during the dry season was
identified as a structural issue
affecting river health. During
these months, 23 drains dis-
charge nearly 650 cusecs of
wastewater into the Yamuna,
while the river carries little to
no fresh water downstream of

sewer connectivity and under-
utilisation of treatment infra-
structure. Delays in construc-
tion and upgradation of
sewage treatment plants
(STPs) during the previous
govt's term were also flagged
as factors affecting compli-
ance with prescribed dis-

gaps in  accountability.
Coordination failures
between departments work-
ing in silos were flagged as a
non-technical factor slowing
progress on river rejuvena-
tion. Solid waste dumping
was highlighted as a signifi-
cant contributor to pollution,

national capital, but this short
stretch accounts for nearly
80% of the river's total pollu-
tion load. The most stressed
segment lies between
Wazirabad and Okhla, span-
ning 22km, where dissolved
oxygen levels are near 0, mak-
ing the river unfit for aquatic

New Delhi, Agency:
Sewage overload, drain dis-
charge, solid waste such as
cow dung and industrial efflu-
ents, and institutional coordi-
nation gaps were flagged as =
the main reasons affecting the = #_.-
Yamuna during a meeting to . J—
frame future strategy and pri- - ~ii

oritise  interventions to - i charge standards. "There are Wazirabad, sharply reducing with all 22 major drains car- life. Delhi generates 890-900
improve the river's water - 37 STPs in Delhi; only 16 of dilution capacity and worsen- rying plastic, construction million gallons per day of
quality. The meeting, held last < them were upgraded till Feb ing water quality. debris, cow dung and other sewage, while the installed
week at Delhi Secretariat, was 2025 according to the new Officials also drew atten- organic waste into the sewage treatment capacity is
chaired by CM Rekha Gupta _A ‘q standards," said an official. tion to institutional chal- Yamuna, said an official. This 814 MGD. An operational gap
and attended by water minis- Industrial pollution was lenges, noting that Delhi's organic load substantially, he of about 69 MGD remains,
ter Parvesh Verma, apart persistent gap between highlighted as another area of 11,000km stormwater drain added, increases biochemical even as treatment efficiency is

estimated at 91.5%. Officials
said improving sewer connec-
tivity and ensuring sewage
reaches STPs are essential to
bridging this gap.

oxygen demand levels in the
river, particularly in its most
polluted stretches.

The Yamuna flows for
about 48km through the

network is managed by seven
different agencies. This
arrangement was cited as a
reason for uneven mainte-
nance, irregular desilting and

concern, with officials point-
ing out the absence of a com-
prehensive industrial waste
management framework at
the sub-drain level. The

I = -

from senior govt officials.

At the meeting, officials
said untreated and partially
treated sewage remain the
biggest pressure point, with a

sewage generation and effec-
tive treatment. Large volumes
of sewage continue to enter
the river through multiple
drains due to incomplete



