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What Indian officials gifted US counterpartsin
2024, Silver train set, pashmina shawl & more

NEW DELHI, Agency:
The US State Department
released a compilation of gifts
presented by PM Modi and
other Indian government offi-
cials to US leaders. The Office
of the Chief of Protocol,
Department of State, submit-
ted this comprehensive listing
of "gifts received from foreign
government sources” for the
calendar year 2024.

Under law, federal employ-
ees must file these reports for
gifts of more than minimal
value, which for 2024 is
$480.00. The report states
that the '"non-acceptance
would cause embarrassment
to donor and US."

The listings include several
items presented by PM Modi
to former US President Joe
Biden. On September 10,

2023, during Biden's travel to
New Delhi for the G20
Leaders' Summit, he was gift-
ed a "Wood Chest, Scarf,
Saffron with Jar, Wood Box
for Tea" with an estimated
value of $562.

The chest, scarf, jar, and
box were transferred to the US

At
National Archives (NARA)
while the saffron and tea were
"disposed of pursuant" to
Secret Service policies. On
July 16, 2024, PM Modi also
presented Biden with a
"Sterling Silver Metal Train
Set" with an estimated value of
$7,750, which has been trans-

ferred to the National
Archives. Other members of
the administration received
gifts as well. Former First
Lady Jill Biden received a
"Pashmina Shawl" from PM
Modi on October 21, 2024,
valued at USD 2,969. Former
Vice President Kamala Harris
received a "Lord Krishna Raas
Leela Silver Box" on October
18, 2024, valued at $1,330,
while her husband Douglas
Embhoff received cufflinks esti-
mated at $585.65. These items
were all transferred to the
National Archives.
Additionally, national security
advisor Ajit Doval gifted Jacob
Sullivan a "Kashmir Pashmina
Scarf with Box" on August 23,
2024, with an estimated value
of $599.00, which was
"Transferred to GSA."

New Delhi, | -
Agency: Supreme &
Court on Thursday
asked the Election
Commission to
implement in Tamil
Nadu the court
directed procedure
for submission of
documents by voters
flagged under 'logical :
discrepancy' category *

during Special
Intensive Revision of West
Bengal electoral rolls,

prompting the EC to request
the SC to extend it to all
states undergoing SIR of
voter lists.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi, dealing
with petitions by politicians
from ruling DMK party, said
the names of voters cate-
gorised under 'logical dis-
crepancies' by EC would be
displayed at public places,

'They won't stop imposing it' "Wasn

DMK's Kanimozhi flags station signboard in Hindi

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Tamil Nadu's ruling party,
the DMK, once again raised
objections to the use of
Hindi in non-Hindi regions.
DMK leader and MP
Kanimozhi flagged what she
termed the "imposition" of
Hindi after responding to a
post that showed Hindi
being prominently used on
Chennai Park railway sta-
tion signboard.

Taking to social media
platform X, Kanimozhi appeared
to target the BJP-led Centre,
which the DMK has often accused
of promoting Hindi at the expense
of regional languages. In her post,
written in Tamil, she said, loosely
translated: "It began in
Kallakurichi and continues to
Chennai Poonthottam. They will
not stop imposing it. Nor will we
cease resisting it."

The BJP-led central govern-
ment and the DMK government
in Tamil Nadu have long been at

odds over the language issue, with
chief minister MK Stalin and his
party repeatedly opposing what
they describe as the imposition of
Hindi from the North and with
the support of Centre.

Language politics is expected
to play a key role in shaping elec-
toral prospects in Tamil Nadu,
which is heading for assembly
elections to its 234-seat legisla-
ture. Neighbouring Puducherry, a
Union Territory where Tamil is an
official language, is also preparing
for assembly polls.

SIR logical discrepancy: SC's West
Bengal order effectlve all Indla

panchayat and taluk offices
along with the reasons for
such categorisation and doc-
uments required to be fur-
nished by them.

"The person receiving the
documents from voters
would issue a receipt.
However, hearing of voters
for inclusion of their names
in electoral rolls would be
conducted at taluka level
officers," the bench said and
directed the TN govt to pro-
vide adequate staff to the EC
to carry out the task.

't meant to fly that day’

How last-minute change turned fatal for Capt Sumlt Kapoor, pllot OfA]lt Pawar's plane

Mumbai, Agency:
Captain Sumit Kapoor, one
of the pilots aboard the
doomed jet that crashed in
Maharashtra's Baramati on
Wednesday, was not sup-
posed to fly the plane on the
day of the accident, his
friends reportedly said.

Kapoor was the pilot-in-
command on the Learjet 45
plane that crashed, killing
him, deputy chief minister
Ajit Pawar, his security offi-
cer Vidip Jadhav, first offi-
cer Captain Shambhavi
Pathak and flight attendant
Pinky Mali.

Kapoor's friends were
quoted as saying by NDTV
that he was not scheduled
to fly the plane and was fill-
ing in for a pilot who got
stuck in traffic.

Amid speculation over
what may have led to the

deadly crash, Kapoor's
friends backed him and his
flying skills. One of them
even said that Kapoor's son
and son-in-law were both
pilots.

Kapoor had a flying
experience of 15,000 hours,
according to news agency
PTI. The 62-year-old hailed
from  Delhi's  Rajouri

Garden and was one of the
two pilots aboard the plane
that crashed in Baramati.
Sumit is survived by his
wife Cheena, their son Shiv
and daughter Sanya. "Sumit
was extremely passionate
about flying," the family's
neighbour earlier told HT
on anonymity. "He flew sev-
eral politicians and celebri-

ties in the last two years...
He was very experlenced
and did not have any airs
about flying famous peo-
ple."

Wednesday  morning
came as a big shock to the
country as one Learjet 45
aircraft operated by
Delhi-based VSR Ventures
Pvt. Ltd and registered as
VT-SSK, crashed in
Maharashtra's Baramati,
killing NCP leader Ajit
Pawar and four others,
including Kapoor. The
plane made two landing
attempts, according to a
release by the civil aviation
ministry. While it struggled
to spot the runway at first,
the plane was granted clear-
ance for landing by the ATC
on ground after it con-
firmed that visual contact
had been established.

Errors detected: NHAI refunds toll in 18L cases Anti-terror ops against Jaish terrorists under-

New Delhi, Agency: NHAI has
refunded toll charges in 17.7 lakh
cases between Jan and Dec 2025 for
incorrect deductions and in nearly
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way in J&K, internet suspended In Klshtwar

35% of these cases, the vehicles were
not at the toll plaza when the user fee
was debited from FASTag wallet.
Considering that such transactions
happen due to manual entry of vehicle
details by toll operators because of
some issue, the road transport min-
istry is mulling doing away with this

option completely.

In a written reply, Union road
Nitin Gadkari
informed the Lok Sabha Thursday
that National Payment Corporation of
India (NPCI), which provides the
Central Clearing House (CCH) servic-
es of electronic toll collection,
reported 17.6 lakh transactions where
refunds were made due to incorrect
user fee (toll) deductions from Jan-
2025 to Dec-2025 out of a total of 464
This is
barely 0.03% of all FASTag transac-

transport minister

crore FASTag transactions".

tions.

An official said, "Though the num-

ber of faulty transactions is miniscule,
this shouldn't happen. A decision will
be likely taken soon on stopping the
practice of manually feeding vehicle
registration numbers in the system to
deduct toll. In such cases, there is a
possibility of the toll attendants not-
ing down wrong details. This becomes
an unnecessary hassle for com-
muters."

The ministry said that with the
implementation of FASTag, the aver-
age time taken to cross toll plaza has

"has

reduced to 40 seconds compared with
the earlier 12.2 minutes per vehicle
under the manual tolling system.

In a separate written reply to a
question on the total toll collection,
the road transport ministry said in the
past three quarters of the financial
year 2025-26, Rs 50,195 crore was
collected as user fee across the nation-
al highway and expressway network.

During the entire last financial
year, Rs 61,508 crore was collected as
toll, the ministry further said.

Security forces launched an
anti-terror operation to neu-
tralize Jaish terrorists in
Jammu and  Kashmir's
Kishtwar on Thursday, follow-
ing which, the internet servic-
es in the area were suspended.

No contact has been made
with terrorists so far. Searches
are going on in Chatroo area's
Singpura, Arigam Dwathar
and Naidgam.

This fresh operation against
terrorists linked with Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) comes just a
week after a Pakistani terrorist,
who was also linked with Jaish,
was killed in a gunfight with secu-
rity forces in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kathua district on
Friday, according to police.

The security forces had
launched a joint operation to neu-
tralise terrorists and an encounter
broke out in Billawar area, during

which the terrorist was killed,

according to Jammu range
inspector general of police Bhim
Sen Tuti.

The terrorist was identified
as Usman from Pakistan, said
Kathua senior superintendent
of police Mohita Sharma.
"Security forces have recovered
US made M4 carbine and some
arms and ammunition from
him," Sharma added, as earlier
reported by Media.

Amid row, three Rahman songs in Beating Retreat

New Delhi, Agency: As
Republic Day celebrations
drew to a close with the
Beating Retreat ceremony,
Vijay Chowk reverberated
with three of composer AR
Rahman's iconic songs -
Oscar-winning 'Jai  ho',
'Bharat humko jaan se pyaara
hai' and 'Ma tujhe salaam'.

Earlier this month, when
asked about his absence from
Hindi-film music during an
interview with BBC Asian
Network, Rahman said, "It
might be a communal thing
also... but it is not in my face".
He later said that intentions
could be "misundersood
sometimes" and that he was
grateful to the country.

-

While the Central Armed

"Jai Ho",
Police Forces band performed band

the Indian Navy
played 'Bharat

L ol

humko...".

The song 'Aarambh hai
prachand' from the movie
Gulaal was played by the

Indian Army band.
Vande Mataram on its
150th  anniversary  and

Operation Sindoor were fea-
tured prominently during the
ceremony on Thursday
evening, which was presided
over by President Droupadi
Murmu, who arrived in the
ceremonial buggy. Vice-
President CP Radhakrishnan,
PM Narendra Modi, defence
minister Rajnath Singh, Chief
of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, and the three serv-
ice chiefs were also present.
The bands stood various for-

mations that included 'Amar
Jawan': a tribute to Indian
Army bravehearts, 'Deva
Vyuha: a battle formation
referred to in Mahabharata
battle formation against
Bhishm Pitamah and
'Ardhachandra Vyuha': a half-
moon battle formation.

LED screens placed at the
venue also showed a video
clip of a BrahMos missile hit-
ting a target; instruments of
several band members were
wrapped with LEDs on which
the logo of Op Sindoor shone.
Images of Rafale, Tejas, Su-
30, BrahMos, S-400 air
defence  system, Netra,
Prachand and C-130 also
played on the screens.

Later, the PM shared the
glimpses from  Beating
Retreat 2026, saying that
"performances by the various
bands were memorable".

In a series of posts on X,
Modi said: "Air Force Band
was exceptional... They per-
formed 'Brave Warrior',
"Twilight', 'Alert (Post Horn
Gallop)' and 'Flying Star'
impeccably. The Sindoor for-
mation was brilliant!"

On the naval band, he
posted, "Simply outstanding!
The Naval Band's perform-
ances included 'Namaste',
'Sagar Pawan', 'Matribhumi’,
'"Tejasvi' and 'Jai Bharati'. The
Matsya Yantra formation was
flawless."



