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New Delhi,Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday ordered a full
forensic examination of a
controversial 48-minute
audio  recording that
allegedly shows former
Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh's involvement
in the 2023 ethnic violence.
The court directed the
National Forensic Science
University (NFSU) in
Gandhinagar to analyze
both the complete audio
and Singh's admitted voice
samples, with results to be
submitted in a sealed cover,
as reported by PTI.

“The entire 48 minutes
of the conversation in ques-
tion along with the admit-
ted voice recordings of the
former Manipur CM are
available... All the voice
recordings furnished to the
respondents by the learned

counsel for the petitioner
shall also be included there-
with and forwarded to the
National Forensic Science
University Gandhinagar,”
ordered the bench ordered.

The case, which has been
listed about 10 times,
gained new momentum

when lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, representing the
Kuki Organisation for

Human Rights (KOHUR)
Trust, presented the com-
plete transcript. The state

through
Additional Solicitor General

government,

Aishwarya Bhati, only
recently received the full
recording.

This fresh examination
comes after earlier contro-
versy when the NFSU ini-
tially gave a clean chit,
claiming the audio clips
were tampered with. The
court had expressed con-
cern in December that only
selected portions were pre-
viously analysed instead of

Nearly one and a half dozenwells burntto
ashes due tomassive fire in Yamunanagar

Yamunanagar,
Agency: A massive fire
that broke out suddenly late
Wednesday  night in
Baniyawala village of
Yamunanagar district
caused panic throughout
the village.

The fire spread so rapid-
ly in the wells and sheds
outside the village that
within a short time, 10 to 15
structures were completely
reduced to ashes. The
flames were visible from a
distance, causing panic
among the villagers. Upon
receiving the news of the
fire, a large number of vil-
lagers rushed to the spot
and attempted to extinguish
the fire on their own, but
were unsuccessful due to

the intensity of the fire.
The fire brigade was
then informed.
The fire brigade team
arrived at the scene and
brought the fire under con-

trol after considerable
effort.

According to the vil-
lagers, the fire was spread-

ing so rapidly that it even

reached other nearby wells.
Although no casualties were
reported in the incident,
straw and other goods
worth lakhs of rupees were
destroyed in the fire.
Villager Ramkumar said he
was resting at home after
dinner when he heard a
commotion outside.

Upon returning, he saw
high flames outside the vil-
lage, and people were run-
ning in that direction.
Villagers suspect this inci-
dent may have been the
work of some miscreant.

Police and administra-
tion are currently investi-
gating the matter. Villagers
remained at the scene until
late at night.

the complete recording.

The petition alleges that
Biren Singh played a key
role in violence against the
Kuki-Zo community.
According to  lawyer
Bhushan, the recorded con-
versation suggests state
machinery's involvement in
the ethnic clashes that
killed over 260 people and
displaced thousands since
May 2023.

The violence erupted
after a '"Tribal Solidarity
March' protested the
Manipur High Court's order
on Meitei community's
demand for Scheduled
Tribe status.

Singh, who resigned as
chief minister in February
2024 amid political pres-
sure, is accused by KOHUR
of orchestrating violence
against Kuki-dominated
areas.

Daksum-Sinthan
road closed for all
vehicles due to
snow accumulation

|

Srinagar,Agency:Au
thorities on Thursday
closed the Daksum-
Sinthan road to all vehi-
cles after snow accumula-
tion made the road
extremely slippery and
unsafe. According to
information shared by the
National Highways and
Infrastructure
Development
Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL), the decision
was taken in the interest
of public safety as the cur-
rent weather conditions
had made the road dan-
gerous.

NewTown:Panic duetofire
inmulti-storey huilding

Kolkata, Agency: Panic
arose in a multi-storey building in
Kolkata's New Town area on
Thursday morning.

According to reports, the fire
broke out in a multi-storey build-
ing located in the Thakdari area of
New Town at around 7 am.
According to reports, flames were
first seen in an office inside the

building.
The fire department was
informed immediately after

receiving information about the
incident.

Upon receiving the news, fire
engines arrived at the scene and
efforts to control the fire began on
a war footing.

The building houses offices of
several private companies, mak-
ing it a major challenge for fire-
fighters to control the fire before

office hours.

According to preliminary
information, no one was reported
trapped inside the building.

The fire department is actively
trying to control the situation to
prevent a major accident.

The fire department has ini-
tially suspected a short circuit as
the cause of the fire.

However, officials say the exact
cause will only be known after a
detailed investigation.

It's worth noting that a day
earlier, on Wednesday evening, a
massive fire broke out in the
Matangini Colony slum in
Nonadanga, Anandpur, complete-
ly destroying several houses.

This incident has once again
raised questions about the city's
fire safety system.

Assam Chief Ministerwishes Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha onhis hirthday
| I 5 _‘ e —

Guwahati,Agency: Assam
Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Thursday extended
warm greetings to Tripura Chief
Minister Dr. Manik Saha on his
birthday. He praised the develop-
ment and progress taking place in
Tripura under Dr. Saha's leader-
ship.

Chief Minister Dr. Sarma said
that the holy land of Maa

e _

Tripursundari is witnessing a new
era of progress and development
under the guidance and leader-
ship of Dr. Manik Saha, which
reflects his visionary leadership
and commitment to public serv-
ice. He also prayed to Maa
Kamakhya and the great man
Srimanta Sankardev for Dr.
Manik Saha's good health and
long life.

SDMalong with officialsinspectedthe Manipurpolicerescue fouryouths from

bonfire arrangements aml llle hospital

Araria, Agency: Forbesganj

militantrecruitmentdrive,one arrested

SDM Ranjit Kumar Ranjan, along
with Municipal Council Executive
Officer Randhir Lal and Block
Development Officer Sanjay
Kumar, inspected the administra-
tion's bonfire arrangements and
the sub-divisional hospital in
Forbesganj and Narpatganj areas
late last night to protect against
the cold wave. Forbesganj SDM
along with officials visited various
bonfire points in the Municipal
Council area and inspected the
bonfire arrangements and gath-
ered information about the bon-
fires from people trying to warm
their bodies. They inspected bon-
fires at the bus stand, railway sta-
tion, Patel Chowk, Subhash
Chowk, Post Office Chowk, Jyoti
Cinema Mor, and the sub-divi-
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smnal hospltal premises. The
SDM gave necessary instructions
regarding the bonfires to the
Executive Officer and Block
Development Officer present on
the spot and directed them to
maintain the arrangements. In
this sequence, SDM along with
the officials went to the sub-divi-
sional hospital and took stock of
the arrangements of the hospital
at night and gave necessary
instructions to the doctors and
health workers present there.

Imphal, Agency: Manipur Police
have rescued four youths from being
forcibly recruited into a banned mili-
tant organisation, following the arrest
of an active cadre member in Imphal
West district.

An official statement issued by the
Manipur Police Headquarters on
Thursday said that the officials
detained 37-year-old Phamdom
Dinesh Singh, also known as Wangba
and Thembung, from his house at
Takyel Khongbal Maning Leikai
Lairambi Leirak under the jurisdic-
tion of Patsoi police station on
January 6.

Dinesh Singh is an active member
of  the banned Kangleipak
??Communist Party (MFL) and was
allegedly involved in recruiting youths
into the organisation. During interro-

gation, Dinesh revealed that four peo-
ple who were held captive in a rented
property in Langjing were freed dur-
ing the operation. Police recovered a
mobile handset and an unregistered
Bajaj Pulsar motorcycle from the sus-
pects.

The arrests raise concerns that mil-
itant groups are targeting vulnerable
youth in the region to expand their
membership.

Authorities have not disclosed the
identities of the rescued individuals
for security reasons.-

NRAI suspends national coach Ankush Bhardwaj 65croreremovediromSIR

after minor accuses hlm of sexual harassment

New Delhi,Agency:
Ankush Bhardwaj, a mem-
ber of India’s shooting
coaching staff, has been
accused of sexual harass-
ment by a minor shooter,
prompting the National
Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) to suspend him,
news agency PTI reported.

The NRAI confirmed
that an FIR has been filed
against Bhardwaj in
Faridabad.

"NRAI has suspended
him and we will issue a

show-cause notice," NRAI
secretary Rajiv Bhatia told
"He has been suspend-
ed on moral grounds.
Now, he has to prove him-
self innocent. Till the
inquiry is not completed,
he will not be associated
with any coaching activi-
ty," he added. Bhatia said
Bhardwaj had been recom-
mended by the NRAI for a
place in the 37-strong
coaching team after the
Paris Olympics in 2024.
"It was on the recom-

mendatlon of the NRAI
that he was appointed by
SAI as one of the coaches.
It is a case of sexual
harassment which hap-
pened in Surajkund," said

iy ‘

Bhatia. The secretary did
not specify when the inci-
dent took place. However,
according to the FIR filed
by the victim, she was tar-
geted last month after a
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training session at the
Karni Singh Range.

The girl, who has been
training with Bhardwaj
since August last year,
stated that she was left
traumatised by the inci-
dent and spoke up in front
of her mother on January 1
after being persistently
probed. Bhardwaj, a for-
mer pistol shooter, had
previously served a doping
ban in 2010 for the use of a
beta-blocker during his
competitive days.

draftrollin 9 states, 3 UTs

New Delhi,Agency: The names of 6.5
crore electors were removed from the draft
electoral rolls of nine states and three Union
Territories published in the past days as part
of the ongoing Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise being carried out by the
Election Commission.

Before Phase 2 of the SIR, which com-
menced on October 27, the 12 states and UTs
had 50.90 crore electors. After the separate
draft rolls were published, the number of
electors dwindled to 44.40 crore. EC officials
said the names of those removed from the
draft rolls have been put in the 'ASD' or
absent, shifted and dead/duplicate category.
They had earlier cited available trends to say
that the collection of enumeration forms had
been "much less" in urban areas as com-
pared to rural areas.



