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'India will continue to back
Palestine': PM to Arab world

w
Delhl Agency PM
Narendra Modi met the
Palestinian foreign
minister, Varsen
Aghabekian, and reiter-
ated India's continued
support for the people
of Palestine and wel-
comed ongoing peace
efforts, including the
Gaza peace plan.

The minister met the
PM as a member of a
delegation of the for-
eign ministers of Arab
countries who are in
India for the second
India-Arab Foreign
Ministers' Meeting. The
meeting saw external
affairs minister S
Jaishankar asserting
that the countries tar-

Budget 2026 Boosts Manufacturing,
Jobs: Vedanta Chairman

geted by terrorism have
the right to defend
themselves.

According to an
Indian readout, Modi
conveyed his apprecia-
tion for the important
role played by the Arab
League in supporting

efforts towards regional
peace and stability.
"The Arab world is a
part of India's extended
neighbourhood, linked
by deep civilisational
bonds, vibrant people-
to-people connections
and enduring brotherly

ties, as well as a shared
commitment to peace,
progress and stability.
Confident that
enhanced cooperation
in technology, energy,
trade and innovation
will unlock new oppor-
tunities and take the
partnership to new
heights," said Modi in a
post on X.

Highlighting  the
"humanitarian catas-
trophe in Gaza", the
Palestinian  minister
told Modi Palestine val-
ues India's principled
support for Palestinian
rights under interna-
tional law.

According to exter-
nal affairs ministry, the
PM outlined his vision

for the India-Arab part-
nership in the years
ahead and reaffirmed
India's commitment to
further deepen cooper-
ation in trade and
investment, energy,
technology, healthcare
and other priority
areas, for the mutual
benefit of our peoples.
"India has been a
long-standing develop-
ment  partner for
Palestine. This has been
rendered both bilateral-
ly and through UN
agencies. India has so
far given assistance
worth USD 170 million.
Of these, projects worth
USD 40 million are
under  implementa-
tion," said a source.

£

New
Days after India and
European Union clinched
what has been termed as
'mother of all trade deals’,
CJI Surya Kant on Saturday
wooed French industrialists
and businessmen to invest in
India by  hard-selling
Supreme Court-backed
trade-friendly legal system in
the country. Referring to the
uncertain business atmos-
phere in the world, appar-
ently because of arbitrary
import tariffs imposed by the
US on various countries, CJI

Delhi,Agency:

CJI hard-sells India's business-
friendly legal system in France

Kant said, "Today, we face a
world transformed by uncer-
tainty."

"The forces of disruption
and geopolitical tension
threaten to destabilise the
very framework of interna-
tional cooperation. In such a
world, France-India partner-
ship is not a luxury, it is a
lifeline."

Addressing the Indo-
French Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and
Paris Bar Association, the
CJI said that for foreign
enterprises engaging with
their Indian counterparts,
India's legal ecosystem offers
clarity. "All that one would
have to do is draft well-
defined arbitration clauses,
select reputable institutions
or neutral seats if appropri-
ate and trust that India's
courts will respect the sancti-
ty of arbitral agreements and
awards," he said.

Coal India—Backed IIT Bombay

DB Reporter,New Delhi:
Vedanta Limited Chairman Anil
Agarwal has described the Union
Budget 2026 as a growth-oriented
roadmap that reinforces India’s
economic stability while strength-
ening manufacturing and employ-
ment generation.

In a statement, Agarwal said the
budget clearly focuses on increas-
ing public capital expenditure and
building a stronger manufacturing
ecosystem. He noted that the pro-
posed measures would create new
livelihood opportunities for youth,
enhance financial independence
for women, and accelerate the
growth of employment-intensive
sectors such as medical tourism.
Welcoming the government’s spe-
cial emphasis on critical minerals
and rare earth elements, Agarwal
said the proposed development of
rare earth corridors in Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Kerala would significantly boost
mining, processing, research and
manufacturing activities. These ini-

tiatives, he added, would strength-
en India’s mineral security and
generate large-scale employment.

He also termed the exemption of
import duties on capital goods
used in critical mineral processing
as a timely decision, especially in

the current global scenario.
Further, Agarwal praised the
announcement of greater flexibili-
ty in Special Economic Zones
(SEZs), including limited permis-
sion for domestic market
sales.Congratulating the Prime
Minister and the Finance Minister,
Agarwal said the budget provides a
steady and confident direction to
the Indian economy amid global
uncertainties.

Project Ploneers Ethlcal Silk

DB Reporter,Mumbai: In a major
scientific and ethical breakthrough, a
pilot project led by IIT Bombay and
supported by Coal India Limited under
its Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) programme has successfully
developed a non-violent method of silk
production. The project, named
‘Jeevodaya’, marks a transformative
step toward humane and sustainable
silk manufacturing.

After three years of sustained research
and development, IIT Bombay’s Centre
for Technology Alternatives for Rural
Areas (C-TARA) has devised an inno-
vative technique that allows silkworms
to produce silk without being killed.
The resulting product, branded
‘Jeevodaya Silk’, enables silkworms to
complete their natural life cycle by
emerging as moths after silk extrac-
tion.

Conventional silk production involves
boiling silkworm cocoons to extract silk
threads, a process that leads to the
death of millions of silkworms annual-

ly. Challenging this long-established

practice, researchers under the
Jeevodaya project successfully trained
silkworms to lay silk threads on flat
surfaces instead of spinning cocoons.
This rare scientific achievement elimi-
nates the need for cocoon destruction
while maintaining silk yield.The break-
through aligns with ethical and cultur-
al values rooted in compassion, reflect-
ing the ancient Indian principle, “Ma
kascid du?khabhag bhavet” — may no
one suffer.Coal India’s sustained CSR

support played a crucial role in taking
the project from concept to successful
pilot stage. Beyond its humane impact,
the technology offers strong socio-eco-
nomic benefits by creating a new, sus-
tainable income stream for silk farm-
ers, thereby supporting rural liveli-
hoods.With the pilot project achieving
success, Jeevodaya Silk holds signifi-
cant potential for wider adoption
across India’s silk sector, positioning
the country as a global leader in ethical
and sustainable textile innovation.

Slightly warm and dry Feb may impact Rabi crops, IMD BLA launches Op Herof 2.0,

predicts while releasing monthly temp and rainfall outlook

New Delhi,Agency:

New

Delhi,Agency:

12 security personnel dead

February is likely to be
warmer than usual with the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Saturday predicting 'above
normal' monthly minimum
(night)
(day) temperatures over
most parts of the country
during the month and
'below normal' cold wave
days over several parts of
northwest India, including
Delhi-NCR, and adjoining
central India. The Met
department also issued
advisories, noting how dry
and higher-than-normal
temperatures during the
month may adversely
impact farm and allied sec-
tors in terms of yield reduc-
tion. The IMD, while releas-
ing a monthly weather out-
look for February, also pre-

and maximum

dicted 'below normal' rain-
fall over most parts of the
country, except some areas
of northwest and east-cen-
tral India.

The less rainfall situa-
tion during the month may
impact the standing Rabi
(winter sown) crops in
terms of increasing irriga-
tion cost, whereas the

'above normal' tempera-
tures in Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan
could lead to "forced matu-
rity” of crops like wheat and
barley, leading to sterile
spikelets and chaffy grains,
resulting in yield reduction.

"The crop advisories and
impacts have been prepared

by us in association with the
department of agriculture,
for which farmers need to
be prepared," said IMD
chief Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra while sharing
the likely impact of 'above
normal’ temperatures on
agriculture. =~ He  said,
"Oilseeds and pulses such
as mustard, chickpea, lentil,
and field pea may show
early flowering and prema-
ture maturity, resulting in
poor pod development,
reduced seed size and lower
yields." sucking pests,
impacting standing crops.
Vegetable crops such as
potato, onion, garlic, toma-
to, cauliflower, cabbage,
and peas may also be
adversely affected during
critical stages like tuber ini-
tiation, bulb development,
flowering, and fruit setting.

Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA) on Saturday commenced
"Operation Herof 2.0", a large-
scale military offensive charac-
terised by synchronised attacks at
dawn. While BLA claimed scores
of casualties across the region, the
official count stood at 12. The
local administration claimed to
have neutralised 58 BLA fighters.

"Fitna-al-Hindustan carried
out attacks at 12 locations across
Balochistan. During the clashes
with the terrorists, 12 personnel
of the security forces and the
police were martyred,” the Pak
media reported, quoting the
administration and adding that
the attacks were foiled due to
"timely and effective action". In a
post on X, Balochistan Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugti claimed
that Pak security forces had killed
70 rebels at various locations
across the province during the

past two days.

Spanning around 12 districts
and especially targeting the
provincial capital, Quetta, this
offensive marks a significant esca-
lation in regional conflict and is
being regarded as the most exten-
sive assault since 2024.

The attacks involved use of sui-
cide bombers and a significant
number of women rebels at Kalat,
Gwadar, Mastung, Noshki,
Kharan, Turbat and Pasni where
bank, govt offices and Frontier
ops HQ were targeted.

After Supreme Court rap and ministry reminders, 65 medical colleges still off NMC records on intern stipends: RTT

New Delhi,Agency:Even
after sharp observations from
the Supreme Court and
repeated reminders from the
Union health ministry, the
National Medical
Commission has failed to
enforce its own directions on
payment of stipends to med-
ical interns, with 65 medical
colleges still yet to submit
required details, according to
an RTI reply.

On October 28, 2025, the
Supreme Court of India took
note of a public notice issued
earlier by the NMC on July 11,
directing medical colleges to
upload details of stipend pay-
ments to interns within seven
days. The court observed that

Following the

court's

NMC officials said that out of

action as per rules.

although the regulator had
sought the information, it
appeared to be "dragging its
feet", as no action seemed to
have been taken against non-

compliant institutions. The
bench expressed hope that the
NMC would act on its own
warning at least by the next
date of hearing.

observations, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
wrote to the NMC on
November 3, asking it to
examine the matter and take
appropriate action. With no
response forthcoming, the
ministry sent a reminder on
December 16.

Earlier, in its July 11 public
notice, the NMC had warned
that failure to comply with
directions on stipend disclo-
sure would attract regulatory
action, including show-cause
notices, financial penalties,
withdrawal of course recogni-
tion and suspension of admis-
sions.

Responding to queries,

764 medical colleges in the
country, 595 are eligible to
train interns and are required
to pay stipends. Around 560
colleges have submitted
stipend details, while about
35 remain in default. Officials
said the commission has
issued multiple reminders,
filed an affidavit before the
Supreme Court on November
11, 2025, and issued a show-
cause notice on November 3,
2025, warning of action under
the NMC Act. They added that
responses from defaulting
colleges are being examined
and a final list will be placed
before the Undergraduate
Medical Education Board for

However, the RTI reply
dated January 19 stated that
about 65 medical colleges
were yet to furnish stipend
details. The reply did not clar-
ify whether this higher num-
ber reflected an earlier stage
of data compilation or includ-
ed institutions not eligible to
train interns.

RTI activist Dr Babu KV,
however, said the RTI
response does not indicate
that any regulatory action
has been initiated so far
against defaulting colleges,
despite the Supreme Court's
observations and repeated
communications from the
health ministry.



