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ECL Recognises Operational Excellence and 4.7ma

Celebrates a Historic Professional Milestone
o - -
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DB
Reporter,Sanctoria:
ECL recognised and cele-
brated outstanding opera-
tional performance across
its Areas for the month of
January 2026 during the
GM Coordination Meeting
held at its Headquarters,
Sanctoria. The awards
were presented by Satish
Jha, CMD, ECL, in the
august presence of Md.
Anzar Alam, Director
(Finance), Niladri Roy,
Director (Technical/OP),
Gunjan Kumar Sinha,
Director (HR) and Girish
Gopinathan Nair, Director

(Technical/P&P) along
with senior officials of the
Company.

Awards for January 2026
Performance

Best Division (Overall):
Project and Planning
Department, ECL

Best Performing Areas
(Overall):

1. First Prize: Jhanjra Area
2. Second Prize:
Pandaveswar Area

3. Third Prize:
Satgram—Sripur Area
Special Category Awards:
1. Best in SDL/LHD
Productivity: Kajora Area
2. Best in CM Productivity:
Bankola Area

3. Best in Capacity
Utilisation: Salanpur Area
Best in Safety: Sodepur
Area

Congratulating the award-
winning teams, Shri Jha
commended their sus-
tained efforts, discipline
and commitment towards
enhancing productivity,
safety and operational effi-
ciency. He emphasised
that such consistent per-
formance is vital in
strengthening ECL’s con-
tribution to national ener-

gy security.
On the occasion, Shri Jha
also felicitated

i e A
Coordination Group mem-

bers who superannuated in
January 2026—
Omprakash Choubey, Area
General Manager, Mugma
Area and felicitated the
members retiring in
February 2026 - Ashok
Kumar Anand, Area
General Manager, S.P.
Mines Area, Atanu
Adhikari, General
Manager, Systems
Department and Sujata
Dasgupta, HoD -
RTI/Nidan Cell - in recog-
nition of their dedicated

and meritorious service to
the organisation.

The event further marked
a historic professional
milestone for ECL with the
felicitation of Aishwarya
Sarkar, Assistant Manager
(Mining), Safety
Department, Kenda Area.
Ms. Sarkar became the first
female Mining Engineer
from ECL to successfully
clear the First Class Mines
Manager Certificate of
Competency (Un-restrict-
ed) conducted by the
Directorate General of

Mines Safety (DGMS). She
secured 78.5 marks out of
100 in the examination
held on 09 December
2025, achieving this dis-
tinction in her first
attempt.A graduate of
ITIEST Shibpur (2022), Ms.
Sarkar joined Coal India
Limited in January 2023
as a Management Trainee
(Mining) at Jhanjra Project
Colliery, ECL. She gained
her initial two years of
practical experience in the
underground mines of
Jhanjra, India’s highest-
producing underground
mechanised coal mine.

The management of ECL
congratulated Ms. Sarkar
on her exemplary achieve-
ment, describing it as a
proud moment for the
organisation and a testa-
ment to ECL’s commit-
ment to safety, profession-
al excellence and inclusive

growth.

enitude earthquake hits

Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla

NEW DELHI,
Agency: An earthquake of
intensity 4.7 hit Baramulla
in Jammu and Kashmir at
5.35 am, Monday.
According to the National
Centre of Seismology, the
earthquake was recorded at
a depth of 10km. The epi-
centre was reported to be in
the Pattan area, according
to PTL.

The tremors were felt in
India and Pakistan.

The epicentral area, as
described by NCS, was
using reference points close
to Gulmarg and west of
Srinagar.

The location was also
described as about 84 km
west of Pahalgam and
roughly 164 km west-south-
west of Kargil, indicating a
broader regional context
across the wvalley and
adjoining high-altitude
areas.

Rail coach goes missing Self-Defense Training Program

travellers left holding bagsl

BHUBANESWAR,
Agency: Not smoke.
Not mirrors. Just
steel that wasn't
there. Three decades
after magician PC
Sorcar Jr stunned a
live crowd by making
a passenger train
"vmediash" at
Bardhaman in Bengal,
rail travellers in west-
ern Odisha faced a far
less theatrical disap- '
pearance - a reserved coach that
never showed up.

Passengers holding confirmed
tickets for a 3AC coach on
Sambalpur-Nanded  Nagavali
Superfast Exp discovered Sunday
morning that their coach was
missing when train 20809 rolled
into Sambalpur, 320km west of
Bhubaneswar.

Sorcar's act relied on lighting,
timing and crowd control. This
one needed none of that - just

Rs 1.71 lakh crore for pensions, other
retirement benefits for three services

confirmed tickets, an absent
coach and a reminder that on
Indian Railways, reality can
outdo illusion.

The train departed Sambalpur
without coach BE2. Confusion
followed on the platform. Ticket
examiners fielded protests as
travellers were unsure whether to
board. Others climbed into any
coach they could find. Over 30
passengers with confirmed berths
scattered across the train.

DB Reporter,Rourkela: Gandhi
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Successfully Concludes at Gandhl College

College, RKL-04, successfully con-
ducted a self-defense training pro-
gram on January 20, 2026, for +3
first-semester female students. The
program aimed to empower students
by boosting their confidence and
equipping them with essential self-
protection skills.

The program was inaugurated under
the chairpersonship of the college
principal, Dr. Chandrika Patnaik,
who emphasized the importance of
self-defense for women in today’s
world. She encouraged students to
be alert, independent, and confident
in handling challenging situations.
The session was coordinated by
Piyali Tripathi, who highlighted the
practical utility of self-defense tech-
niques and the role of educational
institutions in creating a safer socie-
ty.

Professional trainers Ritika and
Nikki provided hands-on training in
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various self-defense  methods,
demonstrating simple yet effective
techniques. The sessions focused on
situational awareness, personal safe-
ty, and practical defense strategies
for everyday life. Students actively
participated and practiced the skills
under expert guidance, gaining both
theoretical knowledge and practical
experience.

New Delhi,

Agency:

Llosing Ceremony of @

Sell Defence Training Program
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At the conclusion of the program,
certificates were awarded to all par-
ticipants. This initiative has signifi-
cantly contributed to raising aware-
ness about personal safety and fos-
tering confidence among female stu-
dents at Gandhi College, marking an
important step toward empowering
young women to protect themselves
effectively in their daily lives.

Elected govt in Mmediapur soon? NDA
MLAs from hill state summoned to Delhil

dreds of villages, deepening the
divide between the Meitei-

New Delhi, Agency:
The pension outlay for
armed forces personnel,
which forms a significant
chunk of the annual
defence budget, has seen a
marginal increase of 1.27
per cent for the 2026-27
financial year over the cur-
rent fiscal

In her Budget, Finance

Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has proposed
an allocation of Rs

1,71,338.22 crore for pen-
sions and other retirement
benefits for the three serv-
ices. The revised estimate
for the 2025-26 fiscal was
Rs 1,609,186.50 crore,
whereas the actual expen-
diture for the 2024-25 fis-
cal was Rs 1,57,653.65
crore, according to data in
the budget documents.

If merger talks were on,

MUMBAI, Agency: CM
Devendra Fadnavis Sunday
said they had no idea about
the discussions of a merger of
the two NCPs nor about the
date of merger.

"If discussions on merger
had gone to a final stage,
Ajitdada would have
informed us... He is in our
govt and without sharing with
us would he have taken a deci-
sion? I have no idea on what
talks took place between him
and Sharad Pawar. As far as
we are concerned, we have no
idea about the merger," he
said.

The CM's statement came
a day after NCP-SP chief
Sharad Pawar claimed that
Feb 12 had been finalised to

According to govern-
ment data shared with
Parliament in 2025, there
are about 28 lakh regis-
tered ex-servicemen in the
country. The figure
includes about 24 lakh
from the Army, 2.26 lakh
from the Air Force and 1.5
lakh from the Navy. In

addition, there are pen-
sioners residing in Nepal
who have served in the
Indian armed forces.

Uttar Pradesh has the
highest number of ex-ser-
vicemen among all states
and union territories in the
country, followed by
Punjab and Rajasthan.

Other states having a rela-
tively higher population of

ex-servicemen are
Maharashtra, Kerala,
Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Bihar,

Uttarakhand and Tamil
Nadu.The allocation for the
Ex-servicemen
Contributory Heath
Scheme (ECHS), which has
in the past come under fire
for inadequate budgetary
support, has also been
enhanced. With a clientele
base of 55 lakh beneficiar-
ies, the scheme provides
cashless medical cover
facilities to ex-servicemen
and their dependants
through a network of 450
polyclinics and about 2,700
empanelled hospitals, diag-
nostic facilities and clinical
laboratories.

Mmediapur's NDA lawmakers
have been summoned to New
Delhi, triggering fresh specula-
tion that an elected govt could
be restored in the violence-
scarred state as President's rule
nears its first anniversary.

More than 35 NDA MLAs
and party functionaries left
Imphal on Sunday after being
asked by BJP's central brass to
reach the capital by Monday
afternoon. Party sources said
the meeting is expected Monday
or Tuesday.

Mmediapur has been under
President's rule since Feb 13
last year after chief minister N
Biren Singh resigned on Feb 9
amid ethnic strife that erupted
in May 2023.

The unrest has killed more
than 260 people, displaced over
60,000 and devastated hun-

majority Imphal valley and the
Kuki-Zo tribal hill districts.

Former CM Biren Singh,
assembly speaker T Satyabrata,
BJP's Mmediapur president A
Sharda Devi, NPP state chief
Lorho S Pfoze and NPF presi-
dent Awangbow Newmai were
among those travelling to Delhi.

"All NDA MLAs have been
called,” the former Mmediapur
chief minister told reporters at
Imphal airport. "Since
President's rule is set to com-
plete one year, we are hopeful a
positive outcome on govt for-
mation will emerge."

With President's rule com-
pleting one year next week, the
latest summons has sharpened
expectations of a political reset
in a the state still struggling to
heal from ethnic strife.

itdada would have told us: CM Fadnavis

announce a merger between factions.Speaking

the two

to

the

NCP media, Fadnavis said: "If Ajit
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Pawar was holding discus-
sions on the merger, would he
have done so without taking
BJP into confidence? Second,
supposing he was holding
such discussions, was he
doing it to get out of NDA
when he was stable in the
govt. Some like to create con-
fusion and then use one's
ecosystem to amplify confu-
sion...You all know that the
relationship between Ajitdada
and me was such that he
shared everything with me.
Even a day before his unfortu-
nate death, we both sat
together chit chatting for an
hour..."

Rejecting the charge that
Sunetra Pawar's swearing-in
ceremony was  rushed,

Fadanvis pointed out that
when PM Indira Gandhi was
assassinated, Congress took
a decision to nominate Rajiv
Gandhi to the PM's post even
before her last rites were per-
formed.

Pawar Sr initiates Ajit
memorial project

A grand memorial for
Maharashtra's late deputy
CM Ajit Pawar is being
planned in his hometown
Baramati, with his uncle
Sharad Pawar taking the ini-
tiative. The memorial is pro-
posed to be built on the cam-
pus of Vidya Pratishthan,
where Ajit was cremated on
Jan 28.

On  Sunday, Sharad
Pawar, along with his wife,

Pratibha, visited the campus
and held a brief discussion
with some trustees of the
pratishthan about the memo-
rial for his late nephew.
Kiran Gujar, a member of
Vidya Pratishthan, told
media: "Pawar Saheb was
heading to Mumbai. On the
way, he and his wife called us
to the campus where he dis-
cussed the memorial for Ajit
dada. He told us to start
working on the plan, which
he would discuss with us
again once the mourning
period is over."

Vidya Pratishthan, an
educational trust, is man-
aged by Pawars, with Sharad
Pawar as president and Ajit
among the trustees.



