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Over300flights delayedamiddensefog

New Delhi,

ture below normal.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has a yel-
low alert in place for Tuesday,
forecasting moderate fog at
most places in the city in the
early hours and dense fog in

isolated pockets.
On Monday,

Safdarjung and Palam saw
minimum visibility at 100
metres in the early hours of
the day. Fog began to clear up
said an
IMD official. IMD classifies
fog as shallow if visibility is

only around 9 am,”

Agency:
Over 300 flights were delayed
after Delhi logged dense fog
for over six hours on Monday
morning, a day after patchy
light rain was seen in the city
as a western disturbance kept
moisture levels high. Visibility
dipped to 100 metres in parts
of the city, with overcast skies
persisting through the day
keeping maximum tempera-

airport, which

both
Monday,

between 1000-500 m; moder-
ate between 500 and 200 m;
dense between 199 and 50 m
and, very dense below 50 m.
Low visibility procedures
were also initiated at the Delhi

impacted

flights, causing slight delays.
The flight tracking website
FlightRadar24 showed over
300 flights were delayed, pri- |
marily departures, with the
average delay time standing at
around 25 minutes.

On Monday, Delhi’s maxi-
mum temperature stood at
17.5°C — five degrees below
normal for this time of the
year. It was 24.6°C a day earli-
er. The minimum temperature
meanwhile stood at 10.4°C on
which was
degrees above normal. It was
12.1°C a day earlier. However,
no cold day was declared
despite the massive departure
from normal for the maximum
temperature, the minimum

two

was not below 10°C.

Forecasts show the mini-
mum may touch 7-9°C by
Friday, before rising by 1-2°C
again over the weekend with
another western disturbance
expected. The maximum is
forecast to hover between 18-
21°C till Sunday.

Meanwhile,
quality, which was briefly in
the “moderate” category, dete-

Delhi’s air

riorated back to the “poor”
range by the evening. The 24
hour average air quality index
(AQI) stood at 210 at 4 pm,
still down from a reading over
265 at 4 pm on Sunday.
Forecasts show the AQI is
expected stay in “poor”
February 3 and 4 before
improving
again by February 5, as wind
speeds improve again.

Dense fog shrouds Delhi, delays over
200 flights; air quality slips to ‘poor’

New Delhi, Agency:

Dense fog enveloped the
national capital for nearly

on

to “moderate”

already
metres. It remained in this

nine hours on Tuesday,
with visibility dropping to
as low as 50 metres in parts
of the city, disrupting flight
operations at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
airport, where more than
200 flights were delayed
between midnight and 9am,
data showed.

While the lowest visibili-

touched 100

range
Tuesday,”
Meteorological Department
(IMD) official said.

4

i

8.30am on
an India

till

The IMD classifies fog as

ty recorded at Safdarjung shallow if visibility is
was 50 metres, it stood at between 1,000 and 500
100 metres at Palam. metres;  moderate  if
“Visibility began dipping between 500 and 200
rapidly on Monday night metres; dense if between
itself and by 11.30pm, had 199 and 50 metres; and

very dense if below 50
metres.

Chandrawal water treatment plant MCD starts process to recog-
work likely to begln this year: CM  njse teachers’ associations

New Delhi, Agency:
Chief minister Rekha
Gupta announced on
Monday that the
Chandrawal water treat-
ment plant (WTP), a proj-
ect approved over a
decade ago, is expected to
be commissioned this
year.The announcement
was made after Gupta
chaired a review meeting
of the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) at the Delhi
Secretariat on Monday.

The state-of-the-art
?599 crore plant, which
will have a capacity of 105
million gallons per day, is
designed to serve approxi-
mately 11% of Delhi’s pop-
ulation. It is being con-
structed at Chandrawal
near Civil Lines in north
Delhi and will cover an
area of approximately 92
square kilometres — or
6.2% of Delhi’s total geo-

Neeli Jheel could be

graphical area.
CM Gupta said during
the meeting the plant

would significantly
strengthen Delhi’s water
supply infrastructure,
according to officials
aware of the meeting’s
details. The meeting was
also attended by the water
minister Parvesh Verma,
along with senior DJB
officials.The project is
expected to strengthen
water supply and pressure

in several densely popu-
lated areas in the city such
as Model Town, Sadar
Bazar, Chandni Chowk,
Matia Mahal, Ballimaran,
Karol Bagh, Patel Nagar,
Rajinder Nagar and RK
Puram. These areas, the
officials cited above said,
have long been facing
issues related to water
availability and pres-
sure.Originally approved
in 2012, the project faced
prolonged delays due to

tender cancellations and
non-compliance  with
guidelines of Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), which is
assisting in the project,
resulting in cost escala-
tions of nearly ?400
crore.In addition to the
treatment plant, a parallel
pipeline  replacement
project costing ?1,331
crore is underway. New
distribution networks are
being laid across nine con-
stituencies covering key
localities such as Karol
Bagh, Civil Lines, Kamla
Nagar, Malka Ganj,
Shadipur, Patel Nagar,
Shastri Nagar, Naraina,
Zakhira, New Rajendra
Nagar, Hindu Rao, Idgah,
Jhandewalan, Ridge
Road, Ramlila Ground
and Subhash Park to
reduce leakage and con-
tamination.

New Delhi, Agency:
The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi has begun the
process of accrediting
teachers’ service associa-
tions and have started
inviting applications for
recognition. This includes
MCD teacher unions, none
of which have been formal-
ly recognized for the past
two years as the process
had not been initiated, due
to the standing commit-
tee’s formation Dbeing
delayed.

The notification, also
seen by news agency, states
that only one association
will be recognised by the
department, which has the
maximum number of mem-
bers in the MCD’s teaching
staff under its education
department. The number
of members must also be
above 35% of the total

number of teaching staff
under the education
department. Associations
will have to apply for
recognition as a Service
Association with their
memorandum, constitu-
tion, bye-laws, names of
office bearers, and estimat-
ed membership.

Kuldeep Khatri from the
Teachers’ Justice Forum,
an MCD school teachers’
union, claimed that the
order violated the service
association rules, 1993.

“The file regarding the
association’s recognition
has been requested. Until
the requested file is
received and a final deter-
mination is made regard-
ing how many associations
are eligible to enroll mem-
bers among the teachers,
the order to conduct mem-
bership drives is unconsti-

Delhi’s first Ramsar site

New Delhi, Agency: The government is
planning to get the 5.16 hectare Neeli Jheel at
Asola Bhatti wildlife sanctuary notified as
Delhi’s first Ramsar site, environment minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said on Monday, adding
that the ministry is in talks with the Centre on
the matter.Further, Sirsa said the government is
also in the process of identi&ying and f)rotecting
over 1,000 water bodies in the Capital.

“It is a matter of pride for Delhi that the Neeli
Jheel, present inside the Asola wildlife sanctu-
aryis belng looked at as a possible Ramsar site,”
Sirsa said at a World Wetlands Day event at the
sanctuary, where Union environment minister
Kirti Vardhan Singh was also present.

New Delhi, Agency:
A late-night outing in the
heart of the national cap-
ital turned fatal for a 36-
year-old businessman
who died days after
allegedly being struck
repeatedly on the head
with a helmet by food
delivery partners follow-
ing an argument.

An only child, Shivam
Gupta's death has left his
family shattered and des-
perately seeking justice.

A resident of east
Delhi's Laxmi Nagar,
Shivam had gone to
Connaught Place central
Delhi's commercial hub
with a friend on January
2 to attend a party. An
altercation later broke
out between him and
some delivery partners
near E-Block, close to
Rajiv. Chowk Metro
Station, during which he

was attacked by around
three men.

A PCR call received
around 1.30 am on
January 3 informed
police about an injured
man lying unconscious
on the road, bleeding.
Shivam was rushed to
Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Hospital nearby, where
doctors found multiple
hematomas a pool of clot-
ted blood and declared
him unfit to give a state-
ment.Speaking to PTI,
Shivam's father, Anil
Kant Gupta, said his son
had left home on the
evening of January 2 to
attend a party but did not
return.

"I kept calling him, but
there was no answer.
After some time, I got a
call from police saying
that my son was admitted
in hospital," the grieving

father recalled, his voice
choking with grief.

He said the injuries
were severe and targeted.

"When we reached the
hospital, his condition
was alarming. He was
vomiting blood and not
responding. We request-
ed the doctors to refer
him to another hospital
for better treatment," the
father said.

Medical teams later
advised an immediate
transfer for specialised
care. He said Shivam was
shifted to Ram Manohar

Lohia Hospital on
January 4 and underwent
surgery on January

5."The doctors clearly
told us that the injuries
were life-threatening and
an immediate operation
was necessary. After the
procedure, we were
informed that the next 36

to 72 hours would be cru-
cial for recovery.

"For a while, he
showed signs of improve-
ment. He was responding
to the doctors when they
called out to him. We had

hope," the father said.
"But, he left us on
January 19."

The 61-year-old senior
Gupta, who owns two
shops in the Paharganj
area, said Shivam was his
only child and the sole
support of the family.

Police inspected the
spot near the parking
area and conducted
videography and photog-
raphy. Blood-stained
material was seized from
the scene and sent for
forensic  examination,
while CCTV  camera
footage from the nearby
control room was
checked as part of the

tutional. Membership is
supposed to be conducted
by the department through
the DDO zone by filling out
consent forms, whereas
this order is asking the
association to provide its
members,” he said.

An MCD official from
the education department,
requesting anonymity,
said, “This is merely an ini-
tiation of the process of
recognising associations,
which they have been ask-
ing for. We require a num-
ber of people in the associ-
ation, as we cannot provide
recognition without know-
ing how many people are in
the association. How can
we recognise an associa-
tion without knowing if it
has 1 member or 40? We
will follow every rule of the
government while carrying
out this process.

Night out in CP turns tragic; Delhi man dies after being beaten with helmet

investigation.Investigato
rs said the case pro-
gressed as  medical
details and  witness
accounts emerged. Police
sources said an FIR was
initially registered under
Section 110 and Section 3
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. Police said addi-
tional sections may be
added as the investiga-
tion progresses.

Two men were appre-
hended, the sources said,
adding that further inves-
tigation is underway to
identify the roles of all
those involved.

A family member said,
"He went to attend a
party, but never came
back. A helmet was used
as a weapon, and it took
his life. We want strict
action so that no other
family has to go through
this pain."”

‘Delhi Khel Mahakumbh’: Month- long sports event to start Feb 13

aim
opportunity

New Delhi,
Agency:Delhi education
and sports minister Ashish
Sood on Monday announced
the launch of ‘Delhi Khel
Mahakumbh’, a month-long
sporting event, starting
February 13, which will be
inaugurated by chief minis-
ter Rekha Gupta.

The initial phase will fea-

The
‘Mahakumbh’

“Aao Delhi
aims to

K

ture seven sports, including development,
kabaddi, football, athletics, said.
wrestling, basketball, vol- Sood stated
leyball, and squash, across events,

16 different stadiums and
venues in the capital such as

is to ensure equal

across the capital. The event
will see participation from
over 20,000 athletes.
first-ever

level event, with the motto

integrate sports
with education and youth

the gold-winning
team will get ?1,75,000, sil-
ver will get ?1,

for  youth

sports
is a state-

hele” which

an official

that in team

medalist
?11,000, silver ?9,000, and
bronze ?7,000.Sood also and said, “Ranveer symbol-

51,000, and

Bawana, Vikaspuri, and bronze ?1,31,000. In indi-
Najafgarh, said Sood.The vidual events, the gold
- . - .

will receive

L ol

unveiled ‘Ranveer’, the offi-
cial mascot for the event

ises energy, courage, and
sporting spirit of Delhi’s
youth.”Addressing a press
conference at the Delhi
Secretariat
Sood said that under the
leadership of chief minister
Rekha Gupta, the Delhi gov-
ernment
renewed priority to sports
and resolved to transform
Delhi into the sports capital
of India.“The previous gov-
ernment failed to allocate
adequate budgetary support
for sports due to which chil-
dren were
opportunities to participate
at national and internation-

on Monday,

has accorded

deprived of

al levels. The sports budget
stood at
2021-22,
reduced to ?41 crore in
2022-23, further slashed to
?26 crore in 2023—24, and
remained stagnant at ?26
crore till 2024-25. The
present government has
tripled the allocation for
Sports and Youth Affairs to
?76 crore
Sood added.He reiterated
that the current government
has launched several initia-
tives to promote sports,
including financial assis-
tance and improved facili-
ties for athletes.

in
was

?60 crore
which

in 2025-26,”



